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MEMORANDUM 

Date: March 3, 2021 

To: Mayor & City Council Members 

Elizabeth Mursko, City Administrator 

From: Kevin F. Bittner, City Engineer 

Subject: 2017 Building Permit Follow-Up 

Garage Construction and Drainage - 5137 190th Ln NE 

BMI Project No.: 0R1.123508 

In accord with the December 10, 2020 letter from City Administrator Elizabeth Mursko to Mr. Todd 

Mercil at 5137 190th Ln NE, which stipulated requirements to address drainage deficiencies related to his 

2017 building permit for a garage addition, Mr. Mercil has submitted the attached drainage plan via email 

dated January 28, 2021.   

Based on the review of the plan by Water Resource Engineer Tim Olson and me, we find that the plan 

satisfactorily addresses the drainage deficiencies associated with the 2017 building permit and 

recommend that Mr. Mercil move forward with the improvement.  The improvement consists primarily of 

installing the existing flexible drainage pipe on the north side of the garage below ground and connecting 

to his existing tile system which runs along the west side of the house.   

We further recommend that Mr. Mercil perform annual maintenance on his entire drainage system and on 

the swales on the north side of the house and the south side of the garage so that drainage makes it all the 

way to the lake and to the existing catch basin without spilling on to neighboring property.   

Upon completion of the work, Mr. Mercil should notify me so that a final inspection can be performed to 

determine compliance with the submitted plan and final close-out of the issues associated with the 

building permit. 
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City of Columbus 
County of Anoka 

State of Minnesota 

Re:  Order for Correction and Maintenance 

To:   Todd Mercil  
  5137 190th Lane NE,  
  Columbus, Minnesota 55092 

Please take notice that the City Council has adopted this order to ensure the completion and 
maintenance of corrective measures required to direct stormwater on your property and avoid 
inundating adjacent property. 

The corrective measures are more fully described in the attached correspondence from the City 
Engineer, dated March 3, 2021. At least annually, the owner of the property addressed above 
shall review, maintain, and repair the stormwater system to ensure it works as intended and 
does not create a nuisance to adjacent property. 

This corrective order is authorized pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, Section 326B.121, Subd. 2.  
Please note that a violation of the City Code is a misdemeanor and may be prosecuted in 
accordance with state law and in accordance with the provisions of Chapter 1, Article I, Section 
109 of the City Code.  

Dated: April 14, 2021 
Elizabeth Mursko 
Zoning Administrator 

4813-2574-5125, v. 1
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!Date: 3/22/2021

CONTRACTOR'S PAY REQUEST Pay Request No. 4 

'Zurich Street Extension 
City of Columbus, MN For Period Ending: 3/19/2021 

BMI Project No. R16.120766 

Original Contract Amount $675,240.40 

Approved Change Orders $84,889.25 

Revised Contract Amount $760,129.65 

Completed Work to Date $755,194.73 

Stored Materials on Hand $0.00 

Sub-Total $755,194.73 

Retained Percentage 5% ($37,759.74) 

Deduction $0.00 

Liquidated Damages $0.00 

Total $717,434.99 

Total Amount Paid on Previous Estimates $660,569.1 

Amount Due Contractor This Pay Request $56,865. 

Certificate for Partial Payment 

I hereby certify that, to the best of my knowledge and belief, all items quantities and prices 

of work and material shown on this Estimate are correct and that all work has been 

performed in full accordance with the terms and conditions of the Contract for this project 

between the Owner and the undersigned Contractor, and as amended by any 

authorized changes, and that the foregoing is a true and correct statement of the 

Approved for Payment: 

cootcact am coot foe the �;;•2 
�/2-SJ z.l 

North Pine Aggregate, Inc. .s{gn\tuFe ✓/ I /Date 

114551 Lake Drive 

JG.if'- //c r;,.,,.-...,.__ -1?.ti:t:.-� tlb-jur !Forest Lake, MN 55025

Printed Name and Title 
v 

Checked and Approved as to 

Quantities and Amount: Signature Date 

Bolton & Menk, Inc. 

7533 Sunwood Dr NW 

Ramsey, MN 55303 Printed Name and Title 

Approved for Payment: 

City of Columbus 

Name Title Date 
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kevinbi
Stamp

kevinbi
Typewritten Text
03/26/2021

kevinbi
Typewritten Text
Kevin F. Bittner, City Engineer
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, 
TKDA 

April 7, 2021 

444 Cedar Street, Suite 1500 

Saint Paul, MN 55101 

651.292.4400 

tkda.com 

Honorable Mayor and City Council 
City of Columbus, Minnesota 

Re: Change Order No. 1, Final Payment No. 3F and Project Close-Out 
NE Quad I-35/TH 97 Utility Extensions 
City of Columbus, Minnesota 
City Project No. 2018-3 
TKDA Project No. 16900.001 

Dear Mayor and Council: 

The work performed by Metro Utilities, Inc. for the NE Quad I-35/TH 97 Utility Extensions is 
complete and ready for final acceptance. We have agreed on the final quantities of work and the 
adjustments to the final cost. The as-constructed final quantities amount is $230,106.40 
compared to the revised contract amount of $235,268.68. (The original contract amount was 
$246,774.00, however the contractor agreed to forfeit the project retainage of $11,505.32 in lieu 
of correcting Punch List Item No. 8, which is a small sag in the first 8' length of sanitary sewer 
pipe extending northerly out of Manhole No. 300-1. The City will apply these funds towards 
correcting this item in the future should it ever become an issue.) 

The contractor has also furnished the following required documentation to receive final payment: 
• Consent of Surety to Final Payment
• Department of Taxation IC-134 forms
• Lien Waivers from subcontractors and suppliers

Actions Requested 

1. Approve Change Order No. 1 to Metro Utilities, Inc. in the amount of (-$11,505.32).
2. Approve Final Payment Estimate No. 3F to Metro Utilities, Inc. in the amount of $2,162.20.

Sincerely, 

L1JJ.� 
Dennis M. Postier, PE 
Senior Project Manager 

Enclosures 

Cc: Elizabeth Mursko, Jim Windingstad - City of Columbus 
Larry Pappier, Mark Byers, Doug Fischer - TKDA 

An employee owned company promoting affirmative action and equal opportunity 

8
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444 Cedar Street, Suite 1500 

Saint Paul, MN 55101 

651.292.4400 

tkda.com 

CHANGE ORDER 

Saint Paul, MN __ "'""'"M-'-'-
a""-'rc_h_2 _4

_,_
, 2_0'--2'-'-1 __ Proj. No. __ 1"'--6 ___ 9---00 __ . ___ 00_1�-- Change Order No. __ 1�--

To_--'M=et�ro"'-=U�ti=lit=ie=s�l=n=c'-. ____________________________ _ 

for_--'N�E......;:Q=
u
=
a

=
d

-'--'
ra

=
n
.;..;;..
t

..;_
l-

..;:;..
3

-=
5/T

---'--'-H'-9"--'7_U�til=ity
"--=

E.:....:.xt
=
e

-'--'
n=si=o;;._;_

ns
::;;._ ____________________ _ 

for __ C=ity._o=f'--'C=o;;..;.l=um...:....:...=..bu=s=,...:..;M=i.;..;.nn'-'-'e=s=o...:..:ta"--________________________ _ 

You are hereby directed to make the following change to your contract dated 
April 1 4  • 2019 The change and the work affected thereby is subject to all contract 

stipulations and covenants. This Change Order will (inorease) (decrease) (not ohange) the contract sum 
by Eleven thousand five hundred five and 32/100 dollars ......................................... ($ -11,505.32 ). 

CHANGE ORDER: 

This change order shows a deduct of the project retainage in lieu of correcting Punch List Item No. 8. 

NET CHANGE= 

Amount of Original Contract 
Additions approved to date 
Deductions approved to date 
Contract amount to date 
Amount of this Change Order (Deduct) (Aedt (No Change) 
Revised Contract Amount 

Approved ______________ _ 
City of Columbus, Minnesota 

TKDA 

$ (11,505.32) 

$ 246,774.00 

$ 

$ 

$ 230,106.40 

$ (11,505.32) 

$ 235,268.68 

By _________________ _ By-+--�---t?t-------��-=-----Dennis M. Postier, PE 

Approved � � 
_,,7vietroutmtiet,"inc. • 

By __ �---===-=��j��----'=-.JCB�'f-+-l<-={2.-"-'-aN_�-� 

An employee-owned company promoting affirmative action and equal opportunity. 
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, 
TKDA 

444 Cedar Street, Suite 1500 

Saint Paul, MN 55101 

651.292.4400 

tkda.com 

PERIODICAL ESTIMATE FOR PARTIAL PAYMENTS 

Estimate No . .JE_ Period Ending December 31
Contractor Metro Utilities Inc 
Project NE Quadrant 1-35/TH 97 Utility Extensions
Location City of Columbus, MN 

Total Contract Work Completed 
Total Approved Credits 
Total Approved Extra Work Completed 
Approved Extra Orders Amount Completed 

Total Amount Earned This Estimate 

Less Approved Credits 
Less 5 % Retained 
Less Previous Payments 
Total Deductions 

Amount Due This Estimate 

Contractor 
��

Engineer �1Jt..� 
Der?nlsM. Postier, PE 

, 202Q___ Page 1 of 1 Proj. No. 16900.001
Original Contract Amount $246,774.00 
Revised Contract Amount $235,268.68

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

0.00 

0.00 
11,505.32 

216,438.88 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

230,106.40 

0.00 

0.00 

230,106.40 

227,944.20 

2,162.20 

Date _ _,_.y...;_/=.;.;;L-J-/4_�_c1_.1'--4--/ __ _

Date -�3=/2
::.....:.
4

.:....::
/2=0=21

..:,_ 
____ _ 

An employee-owned company promoting affirmative action and equal opportunity. 
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ORDINANCE NO. 21-______ 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 13: BUILDING CODE 
OF THE CITY OF COLUMBUS CODE OF ORDINANCES  

The City Council of the City of Columbus ordains: 

SECTION I. Chapter 13 is hereby amended as follows: 

ARTICLE I 

ADOPTION 
SECTION 13-100. CODES ADOPTED BY REFERENCE.   The Minnesota State 
Building Code, as adopted by the Commissioner of Labor and Industry pursuant to 
Minnesota Statutes Chapter 326B, as amended, including all of the amendments, rules 
and regulations established, adopted and published from time to time by the Minnesota 
Commissioner of Labor and Industry, through the Building Codes and Standards Division 
is hereby adopted by reference with the exception of the optional chapters, unless 
specifically adopted in this Ordinance.  The Minnesota State Building Code is hereby 
incorporated in this Ordinance as if fully set out herein. 

SECTION 13-101. DELETED 

SECTION 13-102. EXISTING BUILDINGS.  Buildings in existence at the 
time of the adoption of this Code may have their existing use or occupancy continued, if 
such use or occupancy was legal at the time of adoption of this Code, provided: 

(1) such continued use is not dangerous to life; or,
(2) such continued use is not found unsafe or substandard as defined
by the Housing Code (Chapter 16A of the Columbus City Code); or,
(3) such continued us is not found to be hazardous or dangerous as
defined by the Dangerous Buildings Code (Chapter 16B of the Columbus
City Code); or,
(4) such continued use is not found to be in a violation of the
Minnesota Uniform Fire Code (Chapter 11 of the Columbus City Code);
or,
(5) such continued use is not found to be a violation of the Life
Safety Code (Chapter 12 of the Columbus City Code); or,
(6) such continued use is not found to be a violation of the Public
Health Ordinance (Chapter 14 of the Columbus City Code).

SECTION 13-103. STORM WATER MANAGEMENT PLAN AS A 
PREREQUISITE.  No building permit shall be issued until the Zoning Administrator 
has determined that the proposed development is exempt from the provisions of Chapter 
7D or that a proper Storm Water Management Plan has been submitted to the City. 

SECTION 13-104. BUILDING CODE AND OPTIONAL CHAPTERS.   The 
Minnesota State Building Code, established pursuant to Minnesota Statutes Chapter 

11
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326B, as amended, allows the City of Columbus to adopt by reference and enforce certain 
optional chapters of the most current addition of the Minnesota State Building Code. 

The following optional provisions identified in the most current addition of the 
State Building Code are hereby adopted and incorporated as part of the building code for 
the City of Columbus: 

1. Chapter 1305 Appendix Chapter J.

ARTICLE II 
PERMITS, FEES, INSPECTIONS 

SECTION 13-200. PERMITS REQUIRED.  The issuance of permits shall be as 
required in MN Rule Part 1300.0120 of the Minnesota State Building Code. 

SECTION 13-201. FEES. 
A. The building permit fees are as listed in the adopted City of Columbus
fee schedule.
B. All fees for permits issued by the Building Official shall be computed on
the basis of the fees contained in the adopted City of Columbus fee schedule with
the following modifications:

Private Sewer System Construction:  See City Code Section 14-646 for 
the fee amount.   
Pumping Permit (Scavenging) for Private Sewer System:  See City Code 
Section 14-646 for the fee amount.   

SECTION 13-202. PLAN-CHECKING FEE.  Plan Checking fees shall be 
calculated and paid in accordance with the currently adopted City of Columbus fee 
schedule.  

SECTION 13-203. INSPECTIONS.  The Building Official is hereby granted the 
authority to enter upon any premises between sunrise and sunset to determine compliance 
with this Code.  The Building Official shall make such inspection as is necessary to 
determine compliance with this Code.  No part of any construction shall be covered or 
concealed until it has been inspected and accepted by the Building Official.  It shall be 
the responsibility of the permittee to notify the Building Official that the job is ready for 
inspection or re-inspection.  It shall be the duty of the owner or occupant of the property 
to give the Building Official free access to the property at reasonable times for the 
purpose of making such inspections.  Upon satisfactory completion and final inspection 
of the system, the Building Official shall indicate approval of the work. 

SECTION 13-204. RE-INSPECTION.  If upon inspection, the Building Official 
discovers that any construction or installation is not constructed in accordance with the 
minimum standards provided in this Code, he/she shall give the permittee written 
notification describing the defects.  The permittee shall pay an additional fee in 
accordance with the currently adopted City of Columbus fee schedule for each re-
inspection that is necessary.  The permittee shall be responsible for the correction or 
elimination of all defects and no system shall be placed or replaced in service until all 
defects have been corrected or eliminated.  

SECTION 13-205. DELETED 

12
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ARTICLE III 
VIOLATIONS AND PENALTIES 

SECTION 13-300. VIOLATIONS.  Pursuant to Minnesota Rules Part 1300.0150 
and Minnesota Statutes Section 326B.082, a violation of the code is a misdemeanor, and 
may be prosecuted in accordance with state law and in accordance with the provisions of 
Chapter 1, Article I, Section 109 of the City Code.  

SECTION 13-310. PENALTIES.  
A. The payment of any investigation fee shall not exempt any person from
payment of the regular permit fee required by this Code.
B. No investigation fee shall be charged for an investigation of construction
which the Building Official determines to be construction which does not require
a permit pursuant to this Code.

ARTICLE IV 
LICENSES, FEES AND REQUIREMENTS 

SECTION 13-400. COMMERCIAL CONTRACTOR’S LICENSE.  The City of 
Columbus requires that all commercial contractors be licensed within the City.  The City 
may issue licenses to commercial contractors upon application to the City and approval 
of the Building Official. 

SECTION 13-401. FEES AND REQUIREMENTS.  The application for a 
commercial contractor’s license requires a fee payable to the City (see Columbus Fee 
Schedule in Uncodified Ordinance Section).  In order to be approved by the City, 
commercial contractors must meet the following requirements: 

1. Insurance - commercial contactors must carry a minimum of
$1,000,000.00 in liability insurance; and
2. Grading Bond - commercial contactors must obtain a bond for any
grading to be done on a particular project in the amount of $1,000.00 per acre of
excavation.

SECTION II. This Ordinance was adopted by the Columbus City Council on this _____ day of 
________________, 2021 and shall become effective after its publication. 

_____________________________ 
Jesse H. Preiner, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

_______________________________ 
Elizabeth Mursko, City Administrator 

Published in the Forest Lake Times on _____________, 2021. 
4827-2086-3460, v. 1 
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City of Columbus 
PUBLIC NOTICE 

Ordinance Publication Summary 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 13: BUILDING CODE 
OF THE CITY OF COLUMBUS CODE OF ORDINANCES 

The City Council of the City of Columbus adopted Ordinance No. 21-__, An Ordinance 
Amending Chapter 13 regarding the City Building Code, on April 14, 2021 and approved this 
summary of the ordinance for publication on ____________, 2021. 

The City Council has authority to regulate the City’s municipal Code.  Following discussion at 
the April 14, 2021 City Council Meeting, the City Council adopted Ordinance No. 21-__ to 
amend the City Code as described in this summary publication as follows: 

A municipal code text amendment to amend Columbus City Code Chapter 13: City Building 
Code to make housekeeping changes and update references to current Minnesota statutes and 
administrative rules governing the Minnesota State Building Code. 

This Ordinance was adopted by the Columbus City Council on this 14th day of April and shall 
become effective after its publication.  This is only a summary of Ordinance 21-__.  A printed 
copy of Ordinance 21-__ is available for inspection by any person during regular office hours at 
the office of the City Clerk and on the City’s Official website www.ci.columbus.mn.us.  This 
title and summary of the Ordinance 21-__ is published in accordance with Minn. Stat. § 412.191 
subd. 4. 

By order of the City Council. 

______________________________ 
Elizabeth Mursko, City Administrator 

Published in the Forest Lake Times on --. 

4848-1809-9173, v. 1
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Personnel Committee Report 4.14.21 

The Personnel Committee, consisting of Mayor Preiner, Elizabeth Mursko and Janet Hegland, met on March 30, and April 9, 
2021.  

INFORMATION ONLY-NO ACTION REQUIRED 

1. Tax Assessor Resignation
A letter of resignation was submitted on March 24, 2021, from Todd Smith, Columbus’ contract Tax Assessor, due to health 
issues.  His last day will be June 30, 2021.  Mr. Smith will be attending the LBAE meeting via zoom and has completed this 
year’s quartile of inspections assigned by the County.  He suggested a couple of possible assessors from the area who may 
be interested in contracting with Columbus.  Elizabeth will follow up on those leads. 

2. Administrative Technician Position Updated to Admin/Zoning Permit Technician

The Administrative Technician Position approved by Council for posting at the February 24, 2021 meeting, was put on hold 
until the Building Official position was filled. This was because part of the responsibilities of this position (scheduling 
building inspections) is a service provided by the Consulting firm.  With the hiring of the Building Official Firm, we have 
revised the position, added back the Recording Secretary for Planning Commission duties, and shifted some permitting 
work from the Associate Planner position to this position (see attached spreadsheet for more detail).  This increased the 
position from a 20 hour/week Administrative Technician position to a full time (40 hour/week) Permit Technician Position.  

The Permit Technician Job Description will be updated and re-scored to reflect change in duties.  It is anticipated that the 
salary range will remain as approved at the last Council Meeting, but if that is not the case, it will be brought back to 
Council for approval. The plan for funding the additional hours is detailed in the attached spreadsheet.  The draft posting is 
also attached. 

Respectfully, 

Janet Hegland 

Columbus City Council and  
Personnel Committee Member 
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March 24, 2021 Todd W. Smith 

 City Assessor 

To Elizabeth Mursko, City Administrator and the 

Columbus City Council. 

This letter will serve to inform you of my intent to resign as your assessor. 

As I indicated in our previous conversation, the health issues that I have been 

dealing with for the past year have not relented and I find that I will not be able to 

continue as your assessor past June 30, 2021. Planned surgeries for the summer 

and fall of 2021 will restrict my ability to continue with the necessary field work 

that is required.   

I hope that this letter will serve as adequate notice to find my replacement. 

Sincerely 

Todd W. Smith 

Smith Appraisal Service 
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04/11/21  4:50 PM  

City of Columbus Calendar of Meetings 

April 2021 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wed. Thursday Friday Saturday 
11 12 13 14 

6:00 pm 
EDA Mtg. 
7:00 pm 

  CC Mtg. 

15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 

  7:00 pm 
  PC Mtg. 

22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 

4:00 pm  
CC Workshop         
7:00 pm  
CC Mtg.  

29 30 
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