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CITY OF COLUMBUS 

PUBLIC HEARING IN ALTERNATIVE MEETING FORMAT 

STATUTES SECTION 13D.021 

14323 LAKE DRIVE NE - VARIANCE(PC20-107) 

04.15.2020 

 

The April 15th, 2019 Public Hearing to consider a request by the applicant, Andre Green, for a 

variance request from the requirements outlined in City Code Section 7A-470 requesting the 

expansion of a legal nonconforming structure (single family dwelling) by adding a second garage 

stall, replacing a deck and adding a bathroom, was called to order at 7:09 p.m. by Chair Ron 

Hanegraaf at the City Hall.  Present were Commission members via telephone: Kris King, Pam 

Wolowski, Barb Bobick, and Steve Wagamon; City Administrator Elizabeth Mursko; City 

Planning Technician Ben Gutknecht; and Administrative Technician Rochelle Busch. The 

meeting was held in a telephonic meeting format. 

 

Also, in attendance via telephone were: City Council members: Janet Hegland, and Shelly 

Logren; Andre Green, and Keith Brune. 

 

Hanegraaf: Number 8 on the agenda public hearing and discussion. 14323 Lake Drive, variance 

to repair and expand an existing nonconforming structure consisting of a single-family dwelling 

and attached garage. Pages 10-24. Rochelle, would you read the notice as published?  

 

Notice was read at this time by the recording secretary. 

 

Hanegraaf: Thank you, Rochelle. At this time, I would like Mr. Andre Green and or the 

representative, to acknowledge their presence state your names and your address? 

 

Green: Andre Green. 14323 Lake Dr NE 

 

Hanegraaf: Thank you Mr. Green. Can I call you Andre? 

 

Green: Yes.  

 

Hanegraaf: You’re requesting a variance for your residence at 14323 Lake Dr. For the record 

could you explain what you would like to do and the reasons for your request. 

 

Green: I’m asking to extend the garage to be able to park another vehicle also in the garage. And 

rebuild the deck that was on the house before from past construction and add a bathroom to the 

house.  

 

Hanegraaf: And if I’m correct you had some hail damage or some damage to the property 

earlier? 

 

Green: Yes, multiple times.  
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Hanegraaf: And some of that was never fully repaired? 

 

Green:  Correct. 

 

Hanegraaf: Okay, is that all you have to say, Andre? 

 

Green: Yes, sorry, I’ve never done this before, so yeah. 

 

Hanegraaf: That’s okay.  I understand. We’ve read your letter and everything else. Commission 

members and staff, I want to refer to page number 24 of our packet. And that’s to you too Mr. 

Andre, if you got that packet. Page 24 concerning recommendations and conditions for this 

variance. Did you get a letter, or did you get that packet, Andre? 

  

Green: That I don’t have.  

 

Hanegraaf: Did you get the letter though with the recommendations and conditions for this 

variance? 

 

Green: No. 

 

Hanegraaf: This would be the letter that had two conditions on it. 

 

Green: I’m sorry I don’t if I did, I was going to have someone represent me that didn’t show up 

for this. So, they might have it. Sorry.  

 

Hanegraaf: Okay, I tell you what, I’ll read them out to you. Just so you understand these 

conditions: 

 

Staff Recommendation(s): 

Staff recommends that the Planning Commission and City Council adopt the above findings  

and approve the application for a variance to City Code Section 7A-470 to repair and expand 

an existing legal nonconforming single-family dwelling in the C/I district to allow for the 

replacement and expansion of an attached two-car garage as shown in the proposed drawings 

dated 3/26/2020, subject to the following conditions of approval: 

1. Applicant must meet the standards outlined in Section 7A-805, including compliance with 

well and septic requirements, accessory building must be harmonious with the principal 

dwelling, accessory building must meet all required setbacks, and meet requirements 

outlined by the City Building Official  

2. The applicant must submit any and all other materials required by the building official to 

complete a Building Department review. 

 

Hanegraaf: Do you understand that, Andre? 

 

Green: Yes. 
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Hanegraaf: And do you have any questions about that now? 

 

Green: No. 

 

Hanegraaf: Okay, later you can probably discuss it with the building commissioner. I’m going to 

open it up to Commission Members. DO you have any questions for Mr. Green? We’ll start with 

Kris and move to the left, after all the questions are addressed. So, Kris if you have nothing to say 

or if you want to ask some questions, you can move it over to Pam, afterwards. 

  

King: Okay, Kris King Planning Commission. Mr. Green Thank you very much for letting us tour 

your property and showing us what you were planning on doing. My one question is, is your intent 

to remove totally the existing garage and the breezeway and rebuild it all?  

 

Green: yes.  

 

King: Okay. That’s what I thought I just wanted to make sure that’s what it was. You know I 

definitely can see why you want to do what you want to do. With looking through the variance, I 

got to get my thinking straight here, this is different for us too, Mr. Green.  With the practical 

difficulties that are supposed to be met with issuing a variance and what the city put together, I 

don’t have any difficulty in wanting to see this get approved. I do feel that I agree with all the cities 

recommendations.  

 

Wolowski: Pam Wolowski. Thank you, Mr. Green. I just had one quick question for staff, page 

23, number 4. I was a little bit confused on that and then increasing the value of the property by 

50%. That will be harmonious by the statement in 4, is my question? 

 

Gutknecht:  So, the 50%, going to the route of your question, Pam. The 50% is, Andre wouldn’t 

be able, or someone in his similar position would not be able to make a repair on their structure if 

that repair was to cost more than 50% of the structure’s valuation. That doesn’t necessarily mean, 

from what I understand, that the repair would create or double the valuation of that structure. It 

kind of puts a cap on the amount of money that is able to be spent on that repair, if I’m 

understanding that correctly. And then, as for the comprehensive plan or your point number 4 on 

page 23, and I apologize this in Ben, City Planning Technician, I should have led with that. This 

was written in conjunction with me, myself and our legal attorney for the city, Jake Steen and I 

believe he helped me with this one so I’m going to just reread it real quick. I believe what this is 

referring to is maintaining the housing stock that we currently have and one of our housing goals 

in our Comprehensive Plan is maintaining and preserving the existing housing stock that is around 

the market rate where we do kind of have in the City of Columbus one of the goals of our 

Comprehensive Plan is encourage and maintain the housing stick in this similar rate or this market 

rate and that goes back to your statement of increasing the valuation of 50% , again I don’t believe 

this would, I mean I’m not an assessor but I don’t think this repair would increase or put the house 

out of this market rate bracket. If that makes sense.  

 



 

4 of 4 
 

PH (PC20-107)  
14323 Lake Dr. NE – Variance April 15th, 2020 

City of Columbus 
 

Wolowski:  Pam, its Pam. Yes, Ben thank you. Everything else looks fine to me so I have no 

additional questions and I will turn it over to Barb. 

 

Bobick: Hello Mr. Green. I too want to thank you for letting us to come to your home and where 

you explained to us what you wanted to do with the property. From what I could see this has to be 

taken care of. There’s just no question. The garage door doesn’t work properly. The floor is sunken. 

The foundation is settling. So, I don’t have any problem at all with what you want to do. Thank 

you. 

 

Hanegraaf: And Barb, you’ll move it on to Steve? 

 

Bobick: Yes, I’m through and I’ll move it on to Steve, thank you. 

 

Wagamon: Thank you Mr. Green this is Steve. I was not available to go along on the ride when 

everybody went and toured your property because of the COVID virus. I may have been exposed 

and I didn’t want to expose anybody else or take a risk. But I did drive by and looked at it, and I 

agree with what everybody has said. It looks like its in need of repair. And it looks like it meets 

all of the regulations. If everything goes according to plan, I hope this works out really well for 

you. I also have no problem moving it forward to the City Council with approval. Thank you. 

 

Hanegraaf: Okay, Mr. Green, we’re going to open this up to a public hearing, but we would like 

to reserve the right to come back to you with further questions should come up. Okay.  

   

Green: Thank you very much.  

 

Hanegraaf: Okay its time to open up the hearing for the public Anyone who has any interest in 

this matter and wants to present testimony as evidence on the issue, please acknowledge 

themselves by stating their name and address after which you have the floor to speak.  

 

Gutknecht: Ron, I do have one, I was just waiting to see if anyone had anything to say. This is 

Ben City Planning Technician. We just this evening, right before the meeting started, we did get a 

contact form for public comment regarding Andre Green’s variance request. This is from Mark 

and Jacqueline Kotchen, they would like us to say this live next door to Andre Green and fully 

support his request his to renovate his property, end of public comment.  

 

Hanegraaf: Thank you. I gather there’s no response on the open hearing, so we’re going to close 

the hearing.  

 

At this time Chair Hanegraaf closed the Public Hearing. Hearing closed at 7:23 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted: 

 

 

Rochelle Busch, Recording Secretary 


