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City of Columbus 

Public Hearing  

15215 Zurich St. Aces Hotel and Racetrack Side Yard Setback - Variance 

November 20th, 2019 

 

The November 20th, 2019 Public Hearing to consider a conditional use permit request by the 

applicant, John Seibert,  to consider a variance request from the required ten (10) foot side yard 

setback for an accessory trash refuse enclosure to allow a zero (0) foot side yard setback in the 

HR Horse Racing zoning district, was called to order at 7:04 p.m. by Chair Ron Hanegraaf at the 

City Hall.  Present were Commission members: Kris King, Barb Bobick, and Jody Krebs; City 

Administrator Elizabeth Mursko; City Planning Technician Ben Gutknecht; City Planner Dean 

Johnson; and Recording Secretary Rochelle Busch. 

 

Also, in attendance were City Council Member Shelly Logren; John Seibert, and Myron and 

Cindy Angel. 

 

Hanegraaf: Item number 8 is a public hearing and discussion 15215 Zurich St. Aces Hotel. 

Reduction of side yard setback variance request. Pages 1-9 and Enclosure.  Rochelle would you 

read the notice as published?  

 

Notice was read at this time by the recording secretary. 

 

Hanegraaf: Thank you, Rochelle. Mr. Seibert of Aces Hotel, could you step forward to the table 

up front? And with the microphone state your name and your address? 

 

Seibert: Good evening, Mr. Chairman and members of the Planning Commission, I am John 

Seibert. I live at 16271 Royal Road in Ramsey MN. I am here this evening to request a zero-lot 

line setback. This zero-lot line setback has been generated by the fact that we ended up 

increasing the fire access road, which pushed our dumpster over. The code basically said that it 

should be 20 feet, we increased it to 24 feet that pushed everything over. And so therefor it ended 

up getting closer to our lot line than what we anticipated. So, we are here tonight after we visited 

with the fire department in Forest Lake, as well as with the Building Inspector here in Columbus. 

We viewed it on site, and everybody conquered that we would end up being able to get this to 

work for us. The other thing that we agreed to do is that we said we would end up building it out 

of a non-combustible material. So, it’s going to be a split rock, sorry ill say that again, split block 

face on the material that goes around the dumpster enclosure. And that will be painted out to 

match the stone that we have on the building.    

 

Hanegraaf: Okay. Well, thank you John. I know I was out there and looked at it. And ran into 

Kris out there. We both were looking at it. It took us awhile to figure out where its going. But I 

think we understand now, right? 

 

King: I think so. Are you removing the existing pad?   

 

Seibert: Okay, the pad that’s there now, that’s been poured. That’s where it will end up being.  
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King: Right on top of that one? 

 

Seibert: Yes. 

 

King: And then the bollards are they being removed or are they staying? Or what are you doing 

with them?  

 

Seibert: They bollards that are in there those are basically to have the gates on.  

 

King: Okay. 

 

Seibert: So that’s what they are for. 

 

King: Can I ask one more question? You say 24 feet for the fire access? Is that the shaded gray 

that’s right there? Because its listed at 26 feet on your plan.  

 

Seibert: Okay and I believe its 24. But the requirement was 20 and we increased it to 24, because 

that’s what the fire department wanted. Someone may have drawn it at 26. 

 

King: But it is going to be at 24.   

 

Seibert: Yeah.  

 

Hanegraaf: Any other discussion here or questions? Jody? 

 

Krebs: And is that the original place from the original drawing where the trash was going to be, 

or was it going to be closer to the… 

 

Seibert: Actually, it would have been a little bit farther towards the building. So, we moved it over 

just a little bit in order to accomplish getting everything to fit in that area.  

 

Krebs: And that is a, is that a ramp entrance and exit ramp next to the lane there?  

 

Seibert: Yeah. There’s a slope there and so what we got, that’s a handicap ramp that goes in and 

out that particular exit of the building.   

 

Krebs: Okay.   

 

Hanegraaf: Any other questions? 

 

Krebs: I do, and the conversation that you had with the Fire Marshal, was he concerned about the 

zero setback? 

 

Seibert: No. He was not worried about the zero-lot line setback. As long as we did make it out of 

non-combustible material. They were fine with that. Both he and the Building inspector.  
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Krebs: Okay. 

 

King: I do have one more question. I know you said it was going to be a split faced block painted 

to match the building. In the narrative we have here it says, “or stone to match the existing 

building”. 

 

Seibert: And subsequently we’ve looked at the cost ramifications of putting the stone on there 

versus the split block and its substantially more. And so, we made the decision that its far enough 

removed from the building that we really didn’t need to do that. But at the time when I applied for 

this, we hadn’t made that decision because we hadn’t seen the proposal yet. After we saw the 

proposal it was easy to make that decision.  

 

Hanegraaf: Barb do you have any questions? John, is this just rubbish? Or could there be a grease 

barrel in there? 

 

Seibert: No, there won’t be any grease in there. We don’t have any grease. We don’t do that kind 

of cooking or anything like that in there. The continental breakfast and I always say continental 

breakfast, but that’s almost a misnomer name anymore. Because they end up having pretty nice 

breakfast in these hotels. If you’ve been to any of these Hamptons and so on and so forth like that, 

they’re all kind of the same thing. They’re expanded breakfasts and there’s not a case in point 

where your cooking eggs and bacon and that sort of stuff where you will have grease. So, there is 

no need for a grease trap or grease to put in this dumpster. What will be in the dumpster area is a 

dumpster for the trash but there will also be recycling bin in there as well.  

 

Hanegraaf: Thank you. 

 

Krebs: And how was this created as far as, I mean it saying the circumstance was not created by 

the property owner. How was this not created by you guys? 

 

Seibert: Okay well, what occurred is that initially we were ending up having it set over a little bit 

farther towards the building. And then when they wanted the fire lane a little larger, then we moved 

that bin over. So, in attempts in trying to accomplish what the fire department wanted we ended 

moving the dumpster over farther. So that’s what kind of generated this whole process. 

 

Hanegraaf: Barb, have anything? 

 

Bobick: Nope.  

 

Hanegraaf: I don’t have any other questions either. Why don’t you just sit tight there John and 

we’ll close this with the right that we can come back and ask any other questions from you. But, 

were going to open it up to the public and anyone who has any interest in this matter can step 

forward and present testimony as evidence on this issue. Is there any=body that would like to make 

a statement or come forward? Hearing none, we’ll close it and we’ll sit and have our discussion 

now. 
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At this time Chair Hanegraaf closed the Public Hearing. Hearing closed at 7:11 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted: 

 

 

 

Rochelle Busch, Recording Secretary 


