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City of Columbus 

Public Hearing – Sanctuary at Howard Lake Preliminary Plat and CUP/PUD Request  

(PC-17-120)  

October 4, 2017 

 

The October 4, 2017 Public Hearing to receive testimony to consider a request for a preliminary 

plat and a request for a CUP for a senior housing PUD within the preliminary plat “Sanctuary at 

Howard Lake” creating 26 new detached townhome lots in the C/R Community Retail zoning 

district was called to order at 7:04 p.m. by Chair Garth Sternberg at the City Hall. Present were 

Commission members Jim Watson, Pam Wolowski, Jesse Preiner and Jody Krebs; City 

Administrator Elizabeth Mursko; Planner Dean Johnson; City Attorney Jacob Steen; and 

Recording Secretary Karen Boland. 

 

Also in attendance were City Councilmembers Denny Peterson, Bill Krebs, Jeff Duraine, and 

Mayor Dave Povolny (7:55); Jay Gustafson, Jeannine Sachs, Tom Musil, Mike Meath, Tracie 

Wilson, Taro Ito, Jim McComb, Arlen and Shelly Logren, Janet Hegland, George Schwalbe, 

Roger Person, Hon Siow, Peggy and Barry Peterson, Mickey Betz, Peg Hoffman, Jeff Meehan, 

Ken Rohlf, Bridget Mas (sp?), Frank Frattalone, Kent Peterson, Tom Olson, Ken Zaczkowski, 

Kate Zaczkowski, Jeff Danks, Chuck Plowe, Paula Cammarata, Susan Mulvihill, Tom and Pat 

Scherber, John Miller, Wayne Lund, Kathleen Lund, Myron and Cynthia Angel, Barbara Olson, 

Dennis and Marlene Nelson, Josh Weinzetl, Sean Skubitz, Pete and Erin Yankowiak, Richard 

Belle Isle, Kath Joyce, Andrew Landstrom, Hannah Kachel, Wendy Beck, Brian Hansen, Gary 

Pisca (sp?), Dan Burt, Jeff Joyer, Dennis and Denise Lund, Norma Heuer, John Derus, Jon 

Rausch, Richard and Jeanne Lemberger, Jeff Hafferman, Pat Preiner, and Mary Preiner. 

 

Sternberg: So, we have a Public Hearing and discussion for Sanctuary at Howard Lake 

preliminary plat and CUP/PUD, pages 1 through 28 and enclosures A1 through A4. And, at this 

time, I’d like to ask the recording secretary to read the notice as published. 

 

Notice was read at this time by the recording secretary. 

 

Sternberg:  Thank you. And, at this time, I’d like to ask the applicants to please come forward.  

 

Krebs: And Mr. Chair, just a point of order that the applicants, um, request that this be now named 

The Howard Lake Development, LLC, on the application. 

 

Sternberg: Point taken. 

 

Krebs: Thank you.  

 

Steen: Mr. Chair, if I may, at this point we’re going to, I believe the intent is to combine the 

preliminary plat and the CUP hearing into one. Is that correct?    

 

Johnson: That would be typical procedure. 
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Sternberg: Do we need to have her read the second notice then? So, please be patient with us. Uh, 

Karen, if you could read the second notice as published. 

 

Notice was read re CUP/PUD at this time by the recording secretary. 

 

Sternberg: Thank you again. And if you could please state your name and address for the record.  

 

Gustafson: My name is Jay Gustafson, chief manager for Howard Lake Development, LLC. Uh, 

my address is 11044 Zumbrota Court in Blaine, Minnesota, 55449. 

 

Sternberg: Thank you sir.  

 

Unidentified: Sir, can I ask you guys to speak into your mics a little closer, because I can’t hear 

you? I have bad hearing, so . . . 

 

Gustafson: Other introductions as well? 

 

Sternberg: If you guys are going to speak or . . .  

 

Plowe: Mr. Chair, members of the Commission, Chuck Plowe, Plowe Engineering. And I’m 

certainly here to answer any questions regarding, uh, regarding the project. 

 

Sternberg: Thank you.  

 

Unidentified: Still can’t hear.  

 

Hafferman: Jeff— 

 

Unidentified: Can you turn the mics on? 

 

Sternberg: The mics are on. 

 

Hafferman: Jeff Hafferman with InSpire Architects.   

 

Sternberg: Thank you sir.  

 

Mursko: So, Jay, it, it helps if you kind of project your voice into the microphone. The 

microphones are on, it’s just -- 

 

Gustafson: Testing.   

 

Unidentified: Thank you. 

            

Sternberg: And if you can give us a little background on what it is that you’re asking this 

evening? 
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Gustafson: Uh, Sanctuary at Howard Lake is a 55-plus residential community, uh, which will 

feature 26 home sites in a natural setting. All residents will have access to Howard Lake via a 

paved nature trail along an existing peninsula, uh, leading to the water, where non-motorized 

boats can be launched. Uh, the homeowners association will be responsible for street 

maintenance, snow removal, and all lawn care. Uh, all lots will accommodate slab-on-grade 

homes with both one-story single living, and two-story options. All exteriors will have a 

minimum of 35 percent, uh, cultured stone, and have similar design styles, but include a 

minimum of four unique facades to offer some variation and curb appeal.   

 

Mursko: For the, um, Planning Commission members, we’ll just give a little bit of overview for 

those in the audience who don’t know where this is. Um, right to the south here (referring to map 

on overhead), this is Lake Drive, so this is about a mile and a half west going on Lake Drive on 

the north side, so it abuts Howard Lake. And, maybe if you want to just go into, um, utilities and 

a few other things that this development will have.  

 

Gustafson: Uh, the development will have a private road system maintained by the association. 

However, the, uh, utilities—sewer and water--will be operated by the City. Uh, there will be ten 

residential lots along the lakefront, set back by wetlands and the required buffer zones to protect 

those wetlands. Um, the remaining units will be intermixed between the wetlands on the 

property. Uh, we, we’ve made every attempt to, uh, make this as nonimpactful to the natural 

surroundings and the wetlands as possible. Um, mentioned that. 

 

Mursko: More about the floor plan? 

 

Gustafson: Uh, so we do offer both one-story and two-story options, as well as custom-built 

options. Um, it, the initial designs will be very similar to a development just north of here in 

Wyoming, called Heims Lake Villas.  

 

Sternberg: Looks pretty nice. 

 

Gustafson: Thank you. 

 

Sternberg: Any questions for the applicants? 

 

Krebs: Uh, yes. Have you gone over all the facts and findings, and the recommendations on both 

the preliminary plat and the CUP? 

 

Gustafson: Uh, yes, yes we have. And, uh, I, I believe there will be no issues making those 

requirements. 

 

Krebs: Okay, thank you.  

 

Sternberg: Any further questions for the applicants?     
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Watson: Sir. Uh, Dean, this is probably a question for you. Parking is laid out on the, uh, 

narrower-than-normal streets. Uh, an emergency access vehicles, or, I beg your pardon, access 

for emergency vehicles rather? Is there typically parking only on one side versus the other or . . 

.?   

 

Johnson: In this instance, based on the street width, there is no street parking. And so there 

won’t be a conflict with either residential vehicles or emergency vehicles. The requirement for, 

uh, association-managed homes, uh, geared to an older population requires guest parking at a 

ratio of one stall per unit. So each of the units that are illustrated on the site plan have two 

parking spaces in front of the garages, but, consistent with the ordinance, they have placed in 

different locations throughout the development, off-street parking. They’re bump-outs in the 

street if you will. And in two locations, where you have street dead-ends that don’t have a back-

up or turnaround option, there are cut-outs for the purpose of emergency vehicle back-up.  

 

Watson: Thank you.  

 

Krebs: Mr. Chair, I have a question for Mr. Johnson. 

 

Sternberg: Go ahead. 

 

Krebs: On number 12, I know it says, um, the, the association will be, will include the 

maintenance of lawn, street, and stormwater management. Does that include any ponds 

management as well? 

 

Johnson: Uh, that is, that is the stormwater. Uh, there will be restrictions about maintaining, um, 

properties within wetland buffers. The wetland buffers are intended to be, um, natural areas if 

you will. Um, there certainly won’t be any future fill or change affecting the wetlands 

themselves. There are two, uh, ponds that have been built to serve the development, that will be 

maintained by the association. All of the ponding in this particular development result from the 

homes themselves or private streets. You may recall in the, uh, earlier development that we 

reviewed that had City streets, uh, those become City ponds and the City is maintaining those. 

But, in this instance, it’ll be part of the association, so that stormwater pond maintenance will be 

a requirement of the association, along with lawn care, street plowing and street patching—

routine maintenance.            

 

Krebs: Thank you.   

 

Sternberg: Any other questions for the applicants? 

 

Watson: Just one, sir.  

 

Sternberg: Go ahead.  

 

Watson: Um, everything that you’ve got is slab-on-grade? 
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Gustafson: That is correct. 

 

Watson: Uh, any provision for storm shelter? 

 

Gustafson: Uh, yes. There will be a, a concrete storm shelter within each unit, as, as planned by 

the architect. 

 

Watson: Thank you.  

 

Sternberg: Any further questions? 

 

Watson: No sir. 

 

Sternberg: No more questions? At this time I’m going to open the hearing to the public. Anyone 

from the public want to speak? Anyone from the public? Okay, I’m going to close the hearing with 

the right to reopen if necessary.  

  

Hearing closed at 7:16 p.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted: 

 

 

 

Karen Boland, Recording Secretary 

 


