
City of Columbus Planning Department 
16319 Kettle River Blvd. NE • Columbus, MN 55058 
Phone: (651) 419-3120 EXT. 1007 

FENCE PERMIT – ZONING APPLICATION 
Fee:   $50 

SITE ADDRESS:   PRESENT ZONING: 

BUSINESS NAME (IF APPLICABLE): 

PROPERTY OWNER: Applicant/Contractor 
□ SAME AS PROPERTY OWNER

NAME:  NAME:  

PHONE:  PHONE:  

ADDRESS:  ADDRESS:  

CITY/STATE/ZIP: CITY/STATE/ZIP: 

EMAIL:  EMAIL:  

 Questions 

  Would the “face” of the fence (ie, finished side having no structural supports) face toward 
  adjoining properties/streets? 

� Yes   � No 

  Will the fence be on the property line? 
  Neighbor consent (pg 2) or certified survey required 

� Yes   � No 

  Is the fence proposed to be within a floodplain, wetland, shoreland overlay, or other restricted 
  natural resource area? If unsure, contact Planning Department � Yes   � No 
  Is the fence proposed on a riparian lot (ie, a lot with direct frontage to a lake, river, or other body 
  of water)? 

� Yes   � No 

  Acknowledgements 

  I acknowledge there shall be no barbed wire, electric fencing, razor wire, or similar 
  material used outside the use of containing livestock or protecting crops 

� Yes 

  I agree that either myself or my contractor will call 811 before digging. � Yes 
  I acknowledge that if my fence is located in an easement, the City or easement holder can remove 
  the fence at any time without notice. The City or easement holder will not pay the cost of  
  replacement. 

� Yes 

Property Owner Signature (required):  Date: 

Applicant Signature (if different from owner):  Date: 
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CONSENT FOR FENCE BOUNDARY PLACEMENT 

Date: ________________ 

From: 

Name: ______________________________ 

Address: _____________________________ 

City, State, Zip: _______________________ 

To: 

Name: ______________________________ 

Address: _____________________________ 

City, State, Zip: _______________________ 

Dear Neighbor, 

I am writing to formally request your consent for the placement of a fence along the boundary line between our 
properties. I believe this fence will enhance our properties and provide a clear boundary. The fence will be built 
in accordance with local regulations and will not interfere with any property rights.  

Please sign below to indicate your consent for the placement of the fence as described: 

_____________________________________________ 

Signature of Neighbor 

Date: ________________ 

Thank you for your consideration. 

_________________________________________ 

Signature of property owner 
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SUPPLEMENTAL WORKSHEET FOR FENCE PERMITS 

Land Use Fence Type Fence Material 
□ Residential □ Split-Rail (Vinyl)(Wood) □ Metal (Aluminum, Iron, Steel)
□ Residential – Multi-Family □ Chain-Link (Vinyl)(Galvanized) □ Wood (Rot Resistant)
□ Commercial □ Decorative / Ornamental □ Wood (Composite)
□ Industrial □ Privacy / Screening □ Vinyl/Plastic
□ Public/Institution □ Wire: # (Gauge) □ Masonry
□ Agriculture □ Security (Barbed Wire)(Other) □ Other

□ New □ Replacement

Fence Height   (ft.) 

Linear Footage  (ft.) 

DETAILED DRAWING OF PROPERTY AND PROPOSED FENCE LOCATION (A SEPARATE SHEET CAN BE USED IF MORE 
SPACE IS REQUIRED): 
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A. Permit Required. No person shall construct, install, or substantially alter any fence within the City without first
obtaining a Zoning Permit. A Zoning Permit Application shall include the following information:

a) A site plan depicting the location of the proposed fence in relation to property lines, building, and
easements.

b) The proposed fence material, height, and type of construction.
c) Any additional information deemed necessary by the Zoning Administrator to ensure compliance with this

Section.
d) Notwithstanding any other provision to the contrary, a property survey is not required for the Zoning

Permit Application, but the Zoning Administrator may require it when the property line is not clearly
defined or otherwise deemed necessary to ensure compliance with this Section.

B. Property Verification. As a condition of permit issuance, the applicant shall execute a written statement
acknowledging that the proposed fence will be located entirely upon property owned by the applicant and that the
responsibility for verifying property boundaries rests solely with the property owner. The City shall bear no
responsibility or liability for disputes arising from fence placement upon or near a property line.

C. Materials. All fences shall be constructed of materials capable of providing a finished appearance on the outward
side visible to the public. Fences shall be maintained in a condition of reasonable repair and shall not be allowed to
become and remain in a condition of disrepair or danger or constitute a nuisance. Corrugated metal, sheet plastic,
plywood, pallets, or other makeshift fencing materials are prohibited.

D. Location. Notwithstanding other provisions of this Section, fences may be permitted anywhere on a lot provided
that driveway entrances are not shielded to obstruct the view of a driver entering a road, and that fences do not
impede visibility at intersections.

a) Fences may be placed along property lines provided no physical damage of any kind results to the
abutting property and the abutting property owner provides written consent.

b) Fences constructed on riparian lots shall meet structure setbacks from the ordinary high-water mark
(OHW).

E. Height.
a) Residential Districts. Fences shall be a maximum of six (6) feet in height from the finished grade.
b) Commercial, Industrial, and Mixed-Use Districts. Fences may exceed six (6) feet when necessary to meet

screening, safety, or security requirements, subject to City approval.
c) Public and Institutional Uses. Fences for playgrounds, athletic fields, outdoor swimming facilities, and

other similar uses are exempt from any height restrictions in this Section when located in public parks,
public or private schools or other educational facilities.

d) Masonry and Stone Walls. In Residential Districts, masonry, stone, or concrete walls shall not exceed four
(4) feet in height and shall be set back at least three (3) feet from all property lines, unless serving as a
retaining wall or as otherwise approved by the City.

e) The finished side of any fence shall face the abutting property or the public right of way.
F. Barbed wire and electrical fences are prohibited, except for an approved agricultural use, such as keeping and

confining of animals, livestock, or crop protection.
G. Fences shall not restrict drainage. Solid fences, such as wood or composite panel types, shall be installed with a

minimum clearance of two (2) inches above grade to allow for surface water passage.

CHAPTER 7A: ARTICLE VIII 
FENCES 
   Section 7A-806. FENCES
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