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INTERACTIVE TECHNOLOGY MEETING FORMAT 
STATUTES SECTION 13D.021 

09-17-2025 

The September 17, 2025, Planning Commission meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by 
Chair Wood at City Hall. Present were Planning Commission members Susan Bautch, Kim 
Snell, Mike Ostwald, and Andy Heinen. Also present were City Council Liaison Rob Butch, 
City Administrator Jack Davis, Assistant Planner Eleanor Hahn, Ron Hanegraaf, Lynn Carver-
Quinn, Justin, Chad and Drew LaMeyer, Myron and Cindy Angel, Scott Wendell, Marty 
O’Connell, and Jennie Lattin.  
 
The meeting was held in an interactive technology meeting format. In attendance via 
interactive technology was Aaron Berg, Janet Hegland, and Heidi LaMeyer.  
 

1. CALL TO ORDER – Planning Commission Meeting – 6:00 p.m. 
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
3. CONSENT AGENDA 

Approval of Meeting Agenda 
Approval of September 3, 2025 Planning Commission Meeting Minutes 

 
Motion by Snell to approve the consent agenda. Seconded by Ostwald. Roll call vote: Snell 
– Aye; Ostwald – Aye; Heinen – Aye; Bautch – Abstain; Wood - Aye. Motion carried. 
 

4. PUBLIC OPEN FORUM  
Nothing at this time 

5. DISCUSSION – VALERA APARTMENT COMPLEX CONCEPT PLAN – HORNSBY STREET 

At this time the Planning Commission considered a concept plan presented by Valera 
Development Company for a new apartment complex to be located on Hornsby Street, 
immediately north of the Caribou Coffee. 

Developer Marty O’Connell explained that the project would consist of a four-story, 200-
unit market rate apartment building situated on a 5.3-acre city-owned site. The proposal 
includes both first-floor parking and surface parking stalls at a combined ratio of 
approximately 1.7 stalls per unit. He noted that this equates to roughly 340 parking stalls 
total. 

O’Connell described the amenities that would be available to residents, including a club and 
game room, a fitness center, a dedicated dog run, a children’s playground, an outdoor patio, 
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a package delivery room with secure lockers, and building-wide community Wi-Fi. A walking 
path would be installed around the perimeter of the site connecting to nearby stormwater 
ponds and sidewalks. Units would range from studio to two-bedroom apartments and 
would be finished with stainless steel appliances, quartz countertops, and in-unit washers 
and dryers. 

The developer estimated that the building would generate approximately $550,000 annually 
in property tax revenue for the City, County and State. He also emphasized that the project 
is in its early stages and that construction would not begin for more than one year, as the 
land sale, financing, and entitlement process are ongoing. 

The Planning Commission discussed the proposal at length. Chair Wood acknowledged that 
variances would likely be required for both density and parking. Assistant Planner Hahn 
confirmed that such issues could be addressed through a Planned Unit Development (PUD) 
process. Chair Wood commented positively on the inclusion of green space and recreation 
amenities and noted that the project could enhance commercial viability of adjacent parcels 
across Hornsby Street. No formal action was taken. 

6. DISCUSSION – LAMEYER VARIANCE REQUEST – 14561 FURMAN STREET 

The Planning Commission then considered an informal variance request submitted by the 
LaMeyer family for their property at 14561 Furman Street. The request involved subdividing 
the existing parcel in order to create a second lot where an ADA-compliant residence could 
be constructed for a family member with a disability.  

The applicant stated that the property currently has 225 feet of road frontage. Under City 
Code, each lot must have at least 220 feet of frontage. A subdivision would therefore result 
in two lots that do not meet the minimum frontage standard, and a variance would be 
required. The applicant emphasized that their family has lived in Columbus for generations 
and that their goal is to provide housing that would allow a family member with medical 
needs to remain close to relatives and caregivers. 

The Commission expressed sympathy for the family’s situation but discussed concerns 
about establishing precedent for reduced frontage. Commissioners highlighted that if the 
variance were granted, future subdivision requests could be difficult to deny. They also 
raised concerns about emergency vehicle access, driveway width, and whether a shared 
driveway would meet safety standards. 

Staff outlined alternative approaches that could be considered, such as establishing a 
shared driveway agreement with one access point, purchasing additional frontage from a 
neighboring parcel, or utilizing the City’s ordinance allowing a temporary “family care unit.” 
Council Liaison Rob Busch encouraged exploring creative solutions, such as relocating the 
driveway to maximize available frontage or adjusting lot boundaries. Staff responded that 
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despite these ideas, the core issue remains the lack of frontage, which limits compliance 
under the zoning ordinance. 

After extensive discussion, the Commission concluded that the request as presented does 
not meet the variance criteria. No formal action was taken. Staff was directed to continue 
working with the applicant to explore potential alternatives. 

7. DISCUSSION – FENCE REGULATIONS 

At this time, the Planning Commission reviewed fence regulations and proposed ordinance 
changes. Assistant Planner Hahn explained that the City does not currently have a 
consolidated fencing section in the zoning code; instead, provisions are scattered 
throughout. The purpose of the ordinance is to consolidate all existing fence regulations and 
address issues raised in previous meetings. 

Commissioner Bautch stated that she believes setback requirements for fencing should be 
included, as they are not currently addressed in the code. Commissioner Heinen asked 
whether fencing is permitted within the standard 10-foot utility easements along property 
lines. City Administrator Davis confirmed that fencing is allowed in the easements but must 
be removed or relocated if the City needs to access them. Chair Wood asked about the 
prohibition on plastic fencing, noting that some resin fences are high-quality and should not 
be excluded under a general ban on plastic. 

Chair Wood also stated that he would like to remove the option for 8-foot fences along busy 
arterial roads. He explained that such fences would create a “jagged” appearance that could 
negatively affect the character of residential neighborhoods. He indicated he was 
comfortable with taller fences in commercial districts, particularly for screening purposes. 
Wood added that the current requirement for tree or landscape coverage along taller 
fences is impractical for most landowners. Assistant Planner Hahn agreed, noting it would 
only apply to properties with existing tree lines. She then asked the Commission to take an 
informal vote on whether to retain the arterial road exemption in the next draft. 
Commissioners Snell, Wood, Ostwald, and Heinen voted against keeping it, while 
Commissioner Bautch voted in favor. 

Assistant Planner Hahn summarized the following changes for inclusion in the next draft: 
clarifying allowed materials; adding setback requirements, particularly within the Coon Lake 
Overlay District; clarifying when a certificate of survey is required; and removing the arterial 
road exemption for height restrictions. The Commission agreed with this list of changes. 

No formal action was taken, and staff will return with proposed amendments for further 
review. 

8. PLANNING COMMISSIONER’S REPORT 

Nothing at this time. 
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9. ASSISTANT PLANNER’S REPORT 

Assistant Planner Hahn stated that the Columbus Fall Fest will be this weekend. She also 
stated that the next Planning Commission meeting on October 1, 2025, will be a Joint 
Meeting with the City Council.  

10. ADJOURNMENT 

Motion by Bautch to adjourn the meeting. Seconded by Ostwald. Roll call vote: Snell – 
Aye; Bautch – Aye; Ostwald – Aye; Heinen – Aye; Wood – Aye. Motion carried. 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:08 p.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted: 

 

 
Recording Secretary Eleanor Hahn 




