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CITY OF COLUMBUS 
PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 

INTERACTIVE TECHNOLOGY MEETING FORMAT 
STATUTES SECTION 13D.021 

08-06-2025 

The August 6, 2025, Planning Commission meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Chair 
Robin Wood at City Hall. Present were Planning Commission member Kim Snell, Andy 
Heinen, and Mike Ostwald. Present were City Council Liaison Rob Busch, City Administrator 
Jack Davis, Assistant Planner Eleanor Hahn, Ron Hanegraaf, Scott Wendell, and Jennie Lattin.  
 
The meeting was held in an interactive technology meeting format. 
 
Absent from the meeting was Planning Commission Member Susan Bautch. 

1. CALL TO ORDER – Planning Commission Meeting – 6:00 p.m. 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

3. CONSENT AGENDA 

APPROVAL OF MEETING AGENDA 

APPROVAL OF JULY 16, 2025, PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES 

APPROVAL OF JULY 16, 2025, HARPER SMALL WEDDING VENUE AND TEXT  
AMENDMENT PUBLIC HEARING MINUTES 

APPROVAL OF JULY 16, 2025, HIDDEN PARK COMP PLAN AMENDMENT AND  
REZONING PUBLIC HEARING MINUTES 

APPROVAL OF JULY 16, 2025, NW QUAD COMP PLAN AMENDMENT AND 
 REZONING PUBLIC HEARING MINUTES 

Motion by Snell to approve the consent agenda. Seconded by Ostwald. Roll call vote: Snell 
– Aye; Ostwald – Aye; Heinen – Aye; Wood – Aye. Motion carried. 

4.  PUBLIC OPEN FORUM  
Nothing at this time 

5. DISSCUSSIONS 

a. Hidden Park Comprehensive Plan Amendment and Rezoning  

Assistant Planner Hahn reviewed the proposed Comprehensive Plan Amendment to re-
designate Hidden Park from Parkland to Rural Residential, with the goal of selling the 



PC Meeting 
08-06-2025 

property to nearby residents and using the proceeds to support the City’s vision for the 
larger City Park near City Hall. This proposal has been discussed extensively with the Park 
Board over the past few years. If approved, the amendment will be forwarded to the 
Metropolitan Council for administrative review, which does not require input from adjacent 
communities. Upon approval, City maps will be updated, and the property sale process can 
proceed. There were no follow up questions or further discussion by the Planning 
Commission.  

Motion by Ostwald to recommend approval of the Hidden Park Comprehensive Plan 
Amendment and Rezoning Ordinance. Seconded by Snell. Roll call vote: Snell – Aye; 
Ostwald – Aye; Heinen – Aye; Wood – Aye. Motion carried. 

b. NW Quad Lot 1, Block 2 Comprehensive Plan Amendment and Rezoning 

Assistant Planner Hahn reviewed the proposed Comprehensive Plan Amendment of a City-
owned property to mixed-use, with the intent to support potential senior housing, 
condominiums, townhomes, or an apartment building. Due to the property’s distance from 
Lake Drive, it is considered better suited for residential rather than commercial uses. A 
public hearing was held at the previous meeting, and while additional steps are required, no 
further Planning Commission meetings are anticipated. This amendment will require review 
by adjacent communities before being sent to the Metropolitan Council. The property is 
also part of an ongoing plat, which will need to be finalized in conjunction with the rezoning. 

Motion by Ostwald to recommend approval of the Hidden Park Comprehensive Plan 
Amendment and Rezoning Ordinance. Seconded by Snell. Roll call vote: Snell – Aye; 
Ostwald – Aye; Heinen – Aye; Wood – Aye. Motion carried. 

8. ASSISTANT PLANNER’S REPORT 
 
Assistant Planner Hahn stated that there has been an increase in resident interest to allow 
fences taller than the current 6-foot limit along busy arterial roads such as Notre Dame, 
Potomac, Broadway, and Lake Drive. These requests are driven by concerns over traffic noise 
and a desire for greater privacy. Chair Wood stated that there could be potential impacts on 
neighborhood aesthetics, expressing caution about inconsistent or “boxy” appearances and 
emphasizing the importance of maintaining open space character. Hahn suggested exploring 
stricter design standards for taller fences, such as requiring landscaping or higher-quality 
materials, to balance residents’ privacy needs with community appearance goals. This topic may 
return for further discussion. 
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9. ADJOURNMENT 
Motion by Ostwald to adjourn. Seconded by Snell. Roll call vote: Snell – Aye; Ostwald – 
Aye; Wood – Aye. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 7:10 p.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted: 

 

 
Recording Secretary Eleanor Hahn 
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