CITY OF COLUMBUS
PUBLIC HEARING
INTERACTIVE TECHNOLOGY MEETING FORMAT
NW QUAD COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENT & REZONING
07-16-2025

The 07-16-2025 Public Hearing to consider a request for comprehensive plan amendment and
corresponding rezoning ordinance to redesignate the land use of Lot 1, Block 2 NW Quad from
“Commercial” to “Mixed Used High” was called to order by Commission Chair Robin Wood at the City
Hall at 1:03 PM. Present were Planning Commission members Kim Snell, and Mike Ostwald, City Council
Liaison Busch, City Administrator Jack Davis, Assistant Planner Eleanor Hahn, Chris and Julie Harper, Ron
Hanegraaf, Jeff and Shantelle Larson, Tom Banttari, Robert Ordner, Mark Schmidt, Joy Kowarsch, Ashley
and Roseann Venburg, Michelle Hogan, Dylan Bushette [sp?], Dennis Johnson, Linda Kinkel, Bill and Lisa
Abler, David Andersen, Cindy Angel, Sue and Jim Fraley, Jeffery Janeson Penn, Joe Martinez, Morgan and
Mark Bradshaw, Scott Wendell, Art and Jan Jackson, Patrick Torrence, and Steve Gaffney.

In attendance via interactive technology was City Planner Dean Johnson
The meeting was held in an interactive technology meeting format.
Wood: Eleanor, would you care to us the notice?

Assistant Planner Eleanor Hahn read the Public Hearing Notice.

Wood: Thank you, Eleanor. Thank you. And again, your opportunity to speak.

Hahn: And it is back to me. This is the second city of Columbus application on the docket today, similar
to the Hidden Park Comprehensive plan and rezoning project. This is a piece of city owned property that
we are hoping to rezone from a purely commercial use to a mixed-use high which would allow the
potential development of apartment buildings, condos or a senior living facility is what we are currently
hoping for in that area. We've discussed this at previous Planning Commission meetings. It's been in the
works for a very long time. Things have to happen slowly and in the right order, but this is the first
official step to getting that rezoning done. The property itself is a little bit tucked away from the rest of
the commercial district due to this wetland right here along the western side. The area is adjacent to
other mixed-use high designations across the freeway here and the City considers that this would be a
good location for that potential development. Mixed-use high does not only relegate that area to being
a potential apartment complex or condo or townhomes. That's not the only use, it could still be
developed for commercial purposes, but this would allow those proposals to be considered. If a
developer came in and said we would like to build a senior living facility here, we can't, we don't have to
tell them no. So, that's the general overview of what we're hoping to do with this piece of property.

Going forward, both of these require comprehensive plan amendments to redesignate the land use, not
just the zoning, which will need to be approved by the Metropolitan Council. We've talked to our sector
Rep, and we don't see any future issues getting these two approvals from the Metropolitan Council and
should both be handled through administrative review rather than having to go through a whole public

hearing process with them as well.
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Wood: Thank you Eleanor. Do you have any questions for Eleanor?
Snell: No, | do not.
Ostwald: No questions from me.

Davis: I'll add a couple more things regarding this property. We have been approached by four different
developers on this over the past six months. The last one was about two weeks ago. The property has
been appraised. | think the County Market value on it's close to $800,000 and it's approximately 6 acres.
As she stated, the reason we want to have it rezoned, it is currently General Commercial, but because of
its distance from Lake Drive, it's probably not as valuable a commercial property as those that front on
those major streets. So we were looking to expand and get a little bit more flexibility for a developer to
use it, and there's been some pretty good interest and we're waiting on a reply from one right now, to
see if they want to pursue further discussions on negotiating on the sale.

Snell: OK, this is Kim. I'd like to make a motion —

Hahn: Sorry to interrupt, but you do have to ask the public for this one.

Wood: You're right, you're right. OK. At this point, anyone who has an interest in this application and
wants to present testimony as evidence on this issue, please acknowledge themselves by stating their
full name and address. Is there anyone interested in speaking to us today? Hearing no one will close the

public hearing at this point.

At this time, Chair Wood closed the Public Hearing. Hearing closed at 7:02 p.m.

(Toansor Hakn

Respectfully submitted, Recording Secretary Eleanor Hahn
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