CITY OF COLUMBUS
PUBLIC HEARING
INTERACTIVE TECHNOLOGY MEETING FORMAT
HIDDEN PARK COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENT & REZONING
07-16-2025

The 07-16-2025 Public Hearing to consider a request for comprehensive plan amendment and
corresponding rezoning ordinance to redesignate the land use of “Hidden Park” from “Park” to “Rural
Residential” was called to order by Commission Chair Robin Wood at the City Hall at 6:55 PM. Present
were Planning Commission members Kim Snell, and Mike Ostwald, City Council Liaison Busch, City
Administrator Jack Davis, Assistant Planner Eleanor Hahn, Chris and Julie Harper, Ron Hanegraaf, Jeff
and Shantelle Larson, Tom Banttari, Robert Ordner, Mark Schmidt, Joy Kowarsch, Ashley and Roseann
Venburg, Michelle Hogan, Dylan Bushette [sp?], Dennis Johnson, Linda Kinkel, Bill and Lisa Abler, David
Andersen, Cindy Angel, Sue and Jim Fraley, Jeffery Janeson Penn, Joe Martinez, Morgan and Mark
Bradshaw, Scott Wendell, Art and Jan Jackson, Patrick Torrence, and Steve Gaffney.

In attendance via interactive technology was City Planner Dean Johnson

The meeting was held in an interactive technology meeting format.

Wood: Eleanor, will you please read the notice as published in the Forest Lake Times?
Assistant Planner Eleanor Assistant Planner Hahn read the Public Hearing Notice.

Wood: Why thank you. I'm going to give you another chance to speak. Could you please brief us on this
matter?

Hahn: Absolutely. This matter has been a point of discussion throughout the Planning Commission, City
Council and Park Board for a number of years now. However, no formal action has been taken as of yet.
So, we are we are starting to open that conversation up to real action. The proposal on the table
currently is to have Hidden Park, which is a small neighborhood park redesignated as residential so that
the city may be able to liquidate the assets of that park and redistribute it to the City Park, which we
have determined to be a primary goal moving forward in that area.

Davis: Again, as Eleanor mentioned, the Hidden Park is not used exclusively. Maintenance on it's very
limited. We did look into this. The property was acquired by a tax forfeit back in the 80s if the city owns
it more than 30 years, they can then sell it. That's a consideration here. So in order to sell it though,
that's to be rezoned. That's why we're having the public hearing and that and inviting comments from
anyone interested to speak on that. We have sent preliminary notices out to the adjoining property
owners to see if they have any interest in purchasing it. If they don't, then we'll determine what we'll do
to do. Probably just a market sale, if that's the desire of the Council to go forward with this. So if you
have any questions, I'll be glad to stand for answers. As this is a public hearing, you're entitled to speak
first. Then I'm going to answer your questions.

Mark Bradshaw: How do you determine the price?

Davis: We haven't determined the price yet. We have we have a value system —
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Hahn: We should them come forward as a public hearing.
Wood: Have you step you and give your name and address for the record please?

Hahn: It’s just a little easier for me to do minutes when people are talking into microphones, thank you
so much.

Mark Bradshaw: Mark Bradshaw, | live at 7612 162" Ave Columbus, right next door.

Davis: What our determination, just looking at the prices we have not have it appraised. We did look at
the county estimated market values for all the properties along 167th, 162nd, Ave. and found that they
are valued in approximately the $60,000 to $65,000 per acre range. This is a 1.93 acre site, so based on
that a potential high asking price for the property be around $130,000. We do recognize there's a few
low spots in the back of this one that may affect bring the price of that down. So we haven't come up to
a final adjustment on that yet, but it would be somewhere probably in, $130,000 tops to a lesser price
than that. And it would be probably open to some negotiations if it adjoining property owners looking to
buy it. And there's only one that's interested.

Mark Bradshaw: What if more than one neighbor wants it? Will you divide it?

Davis: The property could be split among those two neighbors in order to add to their lots, so to give it
more privacy and ensure that nobody builds in there next to those.

Mark Bradshaw: There’s actually three. There’s one behind, so there’s —

Davis: Yeah, yeah, yeah. There there's one on the east, one on the West, one on the South and one on
the kind of the southeast corner. Go enlarge it just a little bit early and we can know where this is.

Mark Bradshaw: Oh, alright, got it. OK. So OK. I'm with it. | got it now, | understand it, OK. Will they
perk it first?

Davis: Probably determine if it's buildable. There are areas in front that are not listed in that floodplain.
That's something we may do. We know it is wet in the back, yeah, so.

Mark Bradshaw: Pretty wet. Well, even in the front when it rains.

Davis: But, but determining if it was a buildable lot will be affecting the price. We probably have to do
that to set a value on it.

Mark Bradshaw: When is that going to take place?
Davis: Probably in the next month I’'m guessing.
Mark Bradshaw: Okay. Will we be notified before it goes public.

Davis: Oh absolutely. We would rather work with the surrounding property owners that that's why you
the only people that received any notice on this are those property owners that abut this property.

Mark Bradshaw: Okay, okay alright. | don’t have any more questions. Okay. Thank you
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Busch: Robin, can | address that? Yes. So just to answer your question a little bit there, in the past, we
had sold some other park property that was land locked and it was part given to Columbus as a parkland
dedication, is believe is what it was, so that they didn't have to pay that Parkland dedication fee and
what the council did at that time, not saying that's exactly what's going to happen this time, but we all
agreed to open it up to the adjoining people first before we put it out to public markets so that that
would be my opinion on what we did so.

Mark Bradshaw: Okay, | hope you would, | mean.

Davis: And again, that's why | stated that the only people who received any official notice of this are
those four properties that will join this one.

Busch: And with that property, one of the property owners ended up purchasing it. It was it was a
sealed bid. Sealed Bid deal is what we did on that one.

Mark Bradshaw: OK, that's what | was gonna ask you that | didn't think about that. It was gonna be a bid
thing. | see. Good. Yeah.

Busch: That was how it went right?
Davis: That’s correct.
Busch: [just want to make sure Iwasn't misspeaking. Yeah. Thank you, Mr. Bradshaw.

Wood: Thank you.

At this time, Chair Wood closed the Public Hearing. Hearing closed at 7:02 p.m.

(loanor fHakn

Respectfully submitted, Recording Secretary Eleanor Hahn
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