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CITY OF COLUMBUS 
PUBLIC HEARING 

INTERACTIVE TECHNOLOGY MEETING FORMAT 
HARPER WEDDING VENUE IUP AND TEXT AMENDMENT 

07-16-2025 
 
The 07-16-2025 Public Hearing to consider a request for an Interim Use Permit and corresponding text 
amendment to allow a small wedding venue in the Rural Residential (RR) zoning district was called to 
order by Commission Chair Robin Wood at the City Hall at 6:02 PM. Present were Planning Commission 
members Kim Snell, and Mike Ostwald, City Council Liaison Rob Busch, City Administrator Jack Davis, 
Assistant Planner Eleanor Hahn, Chris and Julie Harper, Ron Hanegraaf, Jeff and Shantelle Larson, Tom 
Banttari, Robert Ordner, Mark Schmidt, Joy Kowarsch, Ashley and Roseann Venburg, Michelle Hogan, 
Dylan Bushette [sp?], Dennis Johnson, Linda Kinkel, Bill and Lisa Abler, David Andersen, Cindy Angel, Sue 
and Jim Fraley, Jeffery Janeson Penn, Joe Martinez, Morgan and Mark Bradshaw, Scott Wendell, Art and 
Jan Jackson, Patrick Torrence, and Steve Gaffney.  

In attendance via interactive technology was City Planner Dean Johnson 

The meeting was held in an interactive technology meeting format. 

Wood: Eleanor, will you please read the notice as published in the Forest Lake Times? 

Assistant Planner Eleanor Hahn read the Public Hearing Notice. 

Wood: Thank you. Mr. and Mrs. Harper, could you please step up to the table please? If you could state 
your name and address and please speak into the microphone so that people online can hear as well.  

Julie Harper: Julie Harper, 7553 180th Ave Ne, Columbus MN 

Chris Haper: Chris Harper.  

Wood: Thank you. As normal, we reviewed your application, and we would just like you to give us again 
a little brief about the history of your proposal and what you would like to do.  

Julie Harper: First would like to say thank you to the Commission, the Planning Commission, tonight for 
hearing this and we appreciate your time. So what we are respectfully requesting is the approval of an 
IUP, or an interim use permit, to host small private wedding ceremonies at our rural resident property in 
Columbus, MN.  

These events will be low impact. Springtime, May through June, because of the deer flies, and then 
September through October, because of the cold. So, these will all be outdoor events and ceremonial 
weddings are what we are striving for. And these will be professionally managed and supervised by Chris 
and I. Each of these events, we will be present. We will be always engaged in the event itself, making 
sure that everything is running smoothly as well.  

And we have a maximum guest amount of 50 or less people and the event duration wouldn't be more 
than four hours. And the event hours, all events will end no later than 10:00 PM if they happen to have a 
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wedding in the evening. And then no, and it would be not begin any earlier than 11 AM so they could 
have a morning wedding if they had something in the morning. And there is noise for noise control. 
There's no loud music or amplification, only background music would be allowed, like during the 
ceremony itself. Like if someone was singing or something on that order. Alcohol policy, no alcohol on 
the premises.  

And then parking all guests and vendor parking is on site. I gave you each a packet and you can see how 
long our driveway is and how the side of it has got all green grass where people would be parking. This 
allows an easy entrance as well as an easy exit if somebody had to leave, they would not be interfering 
with the party itself. It's in the back and they would be able to manage to get out of the drive as well 
because of the width of the driveway. Also, restrooms, we're going to do 2 or we're hoping to do 2 like 
luxury restrooms that we would be either renting per event so that they have ample bathroom facilities 
available at all times. 

And then, like I said before, this is owner supervised, so Chris and I are always going to be there. We're 
not leaving our property unattended and we would be monitoring what is coming in and what is going 
on. And then, as far as security monitoring, we are going to install if this is approved, we're going to 
install a pretty extensive camera system both in the front of going to pointing down the driveway so we 
can see what's coming in and going out. And then also on the back of the yards so that we can see what 
the wedding party is actually doing. So if there was an issue, we would be able to handle it accordingly 
and at least have it documented. From that I'm going to thank you again for hearing us out tonight and I 
don't have anything else, Eleanor.  
 
Wood: Right now at this time, I would like to open it up to my Commissioners here if you have some 
questions for them.  
 
Snell: Looking at the photographs in the first page, there isn’t parking on the left side of the driveway. 
Just the right? 
 
Julie Harper: There is parking on that, but we couldn’t do all the traffic – it cant all go on one side. It has 
to be split.  
 
Snell: Just primarily on the right.  
 
Julie Harper: Primarily on the right, the majority of the traffic are the big green spots. 
 
Chris Harper: The right and the left.  
 
Wood: Having been out them I would, I would say no, that you really don't have ample room for 
parking. On the one side you need 10 by 20 spaces and there really, there really isn't the space there 
because you also need enough width for emergency vehicles to go through. So if there really isn't room 
down the one side. 
 
Julie Harper: We have to also be on the grass. 
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Wood: On the West side is that right? Yes, there is ample parking there on the West Side.  
 
Julie Harper: Does hat answer your question? 
 
Snell: Yes. Yes, it does.  

Wood: OK, for the record, did you receive a copy of the staff report developed by Eleanor Hahn, dated 
July 16th, 2025? Regarding this application report notes certain findings and numberings one through 16 
on page one through 3, and it also notes recommendations numbering one through 15. Do you 
understand the recommendations and conditions? Do you have any questions or comments about them 
at this time? 

Julie Harper: We understand. 
 
Wood: Thank you. Alright, do you have any questions for them today? 

Ostwald: I'm sure some people have had concerns about, like if there's alcohol. I know you folks say that 
there won't be any, but there could be. How would you address that? 

Julie Harper: If there was someone that actually supported a bottle like in their car, they would be asked 
to immediately leave. I'm sorry, but that we're a non-alcoholic venue and when a bride and groom 
comes to us and understands that they are supporting this whole with a security deposit as well. So, if 
there was any kind of issue that said, this is costing them. Then, of course, that security deposit would 
be rendered. 

Chris Harper: Yeah. Declare that as leverage.  

Julie Harper: Yep, and that is why we would be saying this is a non-alcoholic. If they want alcohol, let's 
say that they just want to just be married? We would be honoring the marriage ceremony and then 
telling them you need to take your party off the premises because we're non-alcoholic. So, they need to 
entertain like a VFW or something. And that's what we would encourage them to do if they don't want 
to stay at our property because we're a non-alcoholic venue, then they have to make the choice. We’re 
not their venue, that we don't meet their requirements. Or they're going to have to find a different spot 
and a lot of times that happens in these small weddings. So, it's just the ceremony that happens in the 
backyard. And then from there they take their party elsewhere to, you know, cut loose. And we don't 
have, we don't want to be part of that. 

Wood: I do have a concern of, as mike was saying, the idea that all the groomsmen decide to pop the 
trunks after the wedding. They start drinking alcohol, popping beers and having some fun and getting 
loud and rowdy. What are you going to do when that happens? 
 
Julie Harper: Like we said, we’re going to be asking them to either leave and probably surrender their 
deposit and that would be the bride and groom that would have to go and handle that and tell them to 
knock it off. 
 
 Chris Harper: If they’re not orderly, we would have to call the police.  
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Wood: Thank you. That’s what I wanted to hear you say. That you would call the police, as that is exactly 
what you would need to do. 
 
Hahn: At this point, we want to open the public hearing to receive some further comment from the 
community and then we can have some more questions afterwards.  

Wood: All right. OK. Mr. and Mrs. Harper, you can be seated. At this time, we're going to open the 
public hearing that anyone who has an interest in this application or discussion and wants to present 
testimony as evidence on this issue, please acknowledge themselves. If you come up with one by one, 
have a seat at the table. Please give me your name and full address. And please be sure to speak into the 
microphone. 

Jeff Larson: I’m Jeff Larson. I live at 7625 180th Ave Ne, Columbus, MN 55025. We are the direct 
neighbors of the Harpers. If you look at the plot plan, when you see that property line that runs right up 
their driveway and around their barn, that’s my property. So, I speak in opposition of their plan, I found 
out the plan from your notice, thanks Jack it’s helpful to know that this was planned in our backyard. So, 
I oppose this for several different reasons. One of them they mentioned. Deer flies. We’re all stuck in 
our houses all summer long. Now I got to give up my springs and my falls to support some wedding 
event? I mean, I built in the back of a quiet residential neighborhood to not have to deal with this kind of 
stuff. I don’t want to follow a schedule mowing my yard, splitting wood doing whatever I want to do in 
my yard.  

As you can see, when they split the property line from the previous owner, it’s not a good split.  When I 
went to move my garden shed from the backyard to the front yard to make room for the new barn, first 
thing I was told is you don't have 5 acres. You ain't moving your deal forward. I don't have 5 acres, they 
don't have 5 acres. My line goes right up the side of their driveway.  

My property is under video surveillance. But I am blind to whatever goes on behind their garage next to 
their driveway. That area is all blind to me, and if we're going to open this up for public events. I got to 
put in surveillance. You know, for somebody to wander into my woods. And get hurt or, heaven forbid, 
gets stuck in that front pond and somebody drowns. That's my property. That's Carlos Avery, right 
behind me. I mean, who? Who wants to deal with that? I can't see what's going on behind my barn. I 
don't know what's going on at their event. You know we put that barn up to create privacy between us. I 
can't see what's going on. But the property lines not more than 20 feet from my barn. So for somebody 
slip off into the woods. To be behind my barn and be back behind my property.  I don't want to run into 
trespassers. We're in a quiet neighborhood. The sheriff doesn't come back unless you call them. Our 
area is not patrolled. And the only time I ever see them back there, that's when they're on the call. Or in 
a quiet neighborhood.  

The road we have out front is really brittle. It's the millings. It's not gravel, but it's still millings and it's 
very brittle. And as you can see, nobody's parking along the one side of the driveway, because that's 
almost my yard. And if they park it out on the road, the shoulders are very brittle. Very steep. And it's 
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the way they split that lot. What they want to do – their lot doesn't support it. If they want to run a 
business venture, they should have bought the other 4 1/2 acres before we ever came in and built. 

Wood: OK, I'm going to have to stop you at this time. Your time is up. And if there is somebody else? 
Thank you for your time. Please s tate your name and address .  

Jim Fraley: Jim Fraley, 7507 180th Ave Ne, Columbus MN. I just want to say, Chris and Julie Harper, they, 
you know, they're they've been good neighbors to me. I live just to the east – pardon me, I live just to 
the West of them. Next house West. My house is probably 400 feet from their house. Like I said, they've 
been good neighbors. They keep to themselves, never had any issues, and I don't have a problem with 
them having a family wedding. You know, maybe once, maybe twice a year, you know, no big deal there. 
Cause a lot of people here I think probably wouldn't mind that either. But to have up to 10 with that, our 
concern is, you know, 10 wedding venues a year? And it ain't really a year. It's only. What is it? Four 
months. I think it is. My wife and I, we enjoy the, you know, the peace and quiet of the yard and our 
neighborhood and. I don't know. You know, there's not going to be any bands, but how about DJ's? Or 
other, you know, types of music like that microphone. You know how voices carry. I mean, granted, 
there's royal pine trees, but you know, I can still hear things through the woods or trees on a quiet night 
when I'm sitting on the deck enjoying things.  

And all the traffic on the road, of course, is another issue. And like you said, the road isn't in the best of 
shape. And let's just say I got my house for sale next year or two? And I gotta buy her, right? The realtor 
comes as well. We gotta buy her. So I'm fine. OK, well, then he finds out, you know, he comes and the 
guys interested, and then he comes back a couple days later and says. Well, he heard you have – Is it 
true you have 10 weddings? You know, in the summertime your neighbors? Well, you know, what’s that 
going to do to a sale? I don’t know. They say the maximum people is well, I thought it was 40, but now 
it's 50, you say per event, correct? And does that include, say, the musicians, the caterers? 
Photographers? If there’s a photographer, you know combined, I don’t know. Or is it just guess?  

And I just want to say, you know. What if what if you guys’ neighbor in your neighborhood had this, you 
know, wanted to do this? How would you feel if the houses were this close together? In your 
neighborhood now, years ago, when this Columbus was a lot of farms, you know they could get by with 
this because a lot of people had at least a 40-acre piece. Those days are over. Now there’s 
developments and that’s what this is a development. So. We’re definitely, we’re against it.  

The even’s you know they're going to take pla’e during the best’four months of the year. So, July and 
first part of August, the deer flies are bad, so you know you go outside, but you got to put netting on. So 
now we’re going to have the four best, you know, months of the year, we’re going to have, you know, 
weddings next door. And you know, there’s a lot of other places that pay big money to have, you know, 
weddings. They pay big money for their insurance, you know all this stuff, wedding venues. I think 
there’s three of them alone, just out in Scanny area. And you know, it’s a commercial deal and they got, 
you know, they’re set up for it. They don’t have the neighbors right next door, so I don’t know. Me and 
the wife are, like I said, we have nothing against Chris and Julie, but we don't want to. We don't want ’o 
wedding venues out there. 

Wood: All right. Thank you for your time.  
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Jim Fraley: Alright, thank you. 

Wood: Is there anyone else in the audience would like to come forward at this time?  

David Andersen: I’m David Andersen. I live at 17921 McKenzie St, where we moved in 1997. So we’ve 
been there for some time. My house is located along the paved rood that’s about halfway between 
Broadway and where the proposed venue would be. It’s the only paved road between Broadway and 
the venue, so the traffic would be going by our house. We use that road for lots of things besides 
driving, taking our granddaughters for walks, riding our bikes. My wife runs on that road. I think this will 
increase traffic on that road on weekends by a factor of three or four or five. It’s not a busy road. And 
we’re concerned about that.  

So, I’m opposed to allowing an interim use permit for this venue on this property or any property in our 
neighborhood. It just isn’t this particular neighborhood. We’re concerned about parking like it’s been 
expressed here a group of 50 people, plus caterers and more that I think is a minimum of 30 or 35 
vehicles. That’s a lot of vehicles to find a place to park for. And if they are parked along the road there 
are issues with emergency vehicles and just the use of that road on a weekend by the people who live 
there. We haven’t seen the plans until tonight, so we’re glad that we got a chance to see those and 
we’re glad that we, I’m glad that I got a chance to convey our concerns. And I just will – And by 
reiterating that is long term residents, this is not something that we think is compatible with a 
neighborhood that is zoned for rural residential. Thanks. 

Ashely Venburg: Hello, my name is Ashley Venburg and I live at 7646 179th Ave Ne in Columbus on the 
opposite side of the Harpers on where they’re building their venue. And my concern is because my 
house is on a dirt road and we have, we’re going to have an influx of traffic since our neighborhood has 
two entrances. So I’m concerned that not everybody’s going to be taking the one route, but we have 
another route on Xingu where it’s going to be completely wash boarded. So I guess what is the city 
planning on doing to then maintain that dirt road. That’s my concern so. 

Tom Banttari: How much time do I have? 

Wood: You have five minutes.  

Tom Banttari: I’ll do my best. Thanks for letting me speak. My name is Tom. 

Wood: Can we have your address? 

Tom Banttari: My address is 17737 Potomac Street. Me and my wife, Beth, she's not here tonight 
unfortunately, we're 37-year property owners there. We've raised four children, 17 grandkids. My 
property is about 400 feet away from the Harper’s property – from the subject property and I wanted 
just to also mention I'm representing or, I've talked to my neighbor Ruth Dauffenbach-Kotrba. She lives 
at 178, Excuse me, 17919 next to us. She's got the 10 acres next to us. She is uncapable of travel. She 
voices against this as well, same as myself and my wife, and also Russell and Laura Peterson there at 
17768 McKenzie St. They live out in front of us. And they are against this for primarily again both of the 
purpose of them, the additional traffic at prime time in the summertime.  
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I’ve got a 30 second story, hopefully. Close to three years ago, it took it took about three years to clear 
up the maleficent behavior across the street from our place on Mackenzie Street there. And that upset 
the neighborhood. Rather, people stopped walking, and because the traffic of the people that came and 
went from that house. And it really upset us that you no longer seen people. And I think everybody will 
tell you that that they weren't riding their bicycles, weren't walking our kids and, and everything it shut 
down because of the dogs, the guard dogs they had and everything else there. It took close to three 
years a dozen calls from myself to the deputies, allowing them to park on my property, keep an eye on 
the place, several calls the town board, but it took forever to get that situation cleared up. And finally 
our neighborhood now in the last year has been back to normal. People enjoy it. They walked it, you 
heard it all tonight. And that's true. It's very quiet. That doesn't go anywhere, it's just one loop that goes. 
You know, and we want to maintain that. So hence that's my biggest objection is against the traffic. I 
don't know these people, I've never met them until tonight. I haven't even met them by that. I know 
who they are now. I have nothing against them either. But it's a business that doesn't seem, and again, I 
my biggest concern is basically the traffic is an issue.  

Also, they talked about 50 and I think people brought it up enough, 50 people that could be there for 
the those venues, some of these people are right, there's going to be more people than that and you 
can't forget the point that you could have up to two – the hours are long. On weekends they could easily 
have two venues per day. You're talking 100? How many cars is that you can have? They say it's a 
session is normally 4 hours. So I think you know this is not just 25-30 cars a day. I think it's getting closer 
on up there especially.  

That brings me to another point about taxes. Then you know, this is a business that's, that's what they're 
asking to do is operate a business in their place. I wonder at what point is it sort of like A&B? Could be 
houses up in Cass County for an example. They're all taxing them for people that rent out their cabins up 
there, they run a business. They should have a different tax bracket, or they have to pay more for 
commercial type of activity. At what point does something like this count? It's just it's not an answer 
that I can. I won't get an answer tonight. You don't have an answer for it, but it does make me wonder. 
And the reason because that is what Jim freely brought up, and I had that also as a note, he was the 
public works director of this wonderful Township we had for years, him and George Johnson. That they 
used the millions on the front there and it was a trial basis. He brought millions in and they compacted 
it, did a very nice job and that road has lasted very well. But again, you got to remember it's low traffic. 
The Venburg gal, they go out the other way. What a lot of people do. A lot of people up in that corner 
still come rolling on the black top where the new development went out in front of us. And that's the 
way it is. But it's very, very quiet now. It's back to like, you know, back to where it was. But he did that 
15-20 years ago and you know, how long is that road going to last? You see up maybe 50 to 100 cars a 
day. I don't know, maybe it's only 20, but, yeah. I don't know if the city, you know, they're going to want 
to take up that mill road. It's hard to patch. They're gonna go back to gravel Rd. I don't think the 
residents are going to like that either. So. Thank you for the opportunity. Appreciate it. 

Wood: Thank you. 

Michelle Hogan: I’m Michelle Hogan and I live at 7221 180th Ave Ne. We are the house that is right on 
the corner where Mackenzie turns into 180th Ave. I don't want to repeat what everybody said. They 
were all exactly what my family came here to talk about and we align with their thoughts and their 
concerns and worries about everything. A couple things just to add on that, a huge concern is that yes, 
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we did just get our neighborhood back and feeling safe again after we had a lot of things going on with 
one particular home and we didn't go outside with our son. We had cars that were coming around. That 
corner where our driveways are at, high rates of speed and in fact had multiple cars almost come into 
our ditch and one almost rolled over where my son was playing. We started staying up closer to our 
home. We had to start locking up our items because we were having things stolen. We moved up from 
the cities and we looked for many, many years for a house where we could be away from the worry and 
the strain of things being stolen, strangers in our neighborhood and to have just some sort of peace to 
raise our family. I know all the neighbors or the majority of them, and they're wonderful people and I'm 
sure you guys are as well. But the thought of having that many strangers coming into my neighborhood, 
disrupting the flow of our peace since sanctuary area terrifies me. Regardless of whether it's a non-
alcoholic wedding venue. There are many of those. I've been to weddings where that is a rule where you 
are not allowed to drink on the premises and there are plenty of people that came completely wasted 
out of their minds. They'll be driving right on my corner, where we ride our bikes. Where we play, where 
we have friends over. And I'll never forgive myself if something like that happened because I moved up 
here. To have a little bit more protection around us. So, I hope you will take that into account. Because 
even just having that one house having strangers coming around was really hard. I can't imagine having 
50 plus people coming down that road and parking 4 doors down from me and not knowing what's 
happening. We just wouldn't be outside. It would close down our entire bike riding enjoyment. We just 
would not do it. 

Wood: Okay, thank you. 

Patrick Torrance: My name is Patrick Torrance. I live at 7130 578th Ave Ne, which the pavement runs by 
my house around the corner to their house, where they want the venue. My issues are I have two young 
daughters that like to ride their bike down the road to the gravel to a friend's house over there. I like to 
let my kids be kids. We moved up there to the quiet neighborhood for the reason that they can do that 
stuff. My concern is now I'm going to have to limit my kids not to go out on that road on the weekends. 
Whenever the venue is going on. Which the whole purpose we all moved up to that neighborhood. It's a 
quiet residential neighborhood. I do know a lot of the neighbors, a lot of them like to walk around too, 
which that's not going to happen. Also, everybody's going to be limited to their properties on the 
weekends because of that. So that is why I opposed this venue going in. 50 people. We all know what 
happens, you can say it's going to be 50. I disagree.  

It's going to be more the traffic is the concern. But the other big thing is when's the next business going 
to get someone want to put something in the residential neighborhood? We're residential. We're not 
commercial. We want to keep it residential for that reason, otherwise you're going to lose all these 
people in this neighborhood, because when who's going to start the next business? Who's going to start 
the next business? How many times are we going to go down this road to where all of us have to suffer? 
A nice property which those are hard to come by this day and age, unless you're moving an hour plus 
north of here. Which I don't want that and I don't think anybody else wants that. I think the traffic is 
going to get overwhelming on that road. And the speed, the speed of the traffic that's going to be 
coming by again. A lot of my neighbors like to walk. They like to ride bikes, they like to walk their dogs. 
Again, I let my kids take the dog for a walk. Am I going to be able to do that anymore? Probably not on 
the weekends of a safety concern. And I get it. They say it's going to be not going to be any alcohol. 
Who's to say people again like the lady just stated that they're not going to show up after they've been 
at the bar. Because they know that it's nonalcoholic. So, they're going to get it in before they get there.  
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So for those reasons I oppose of the venue going in and it's just going to be a chain reaction where next 
year we're going to be doing this again for the next person that wants to start. A wedding venue or 
another business in a residential neighborhood. So I oppose of it 100% and we need to keep it 
residential, not business. There’re properties for sale all over that say commercial properties. One just 
went up on Lake Drive. That's where these things need to go. Not in residential neighborhoods. 

Wood: Thank you. 

Anna Larson: Hi my name is Anna Larson. I live at 18757 Jenning Street in Columbus MN, 55025. May 
sound like a broken record, but while I am not living in this exact neighborhood, I was born and raised 
there. My dad, Tom, you just heard from and just wanted to share some of the same concerns that the 
other individuals here tonight have. When the notice came out, the text messages started flying. Like I 
said, I'm not even in the neighborhood and I had several of the moms and the dads that still live there 
reach out to me and ask for my support tonight to come. As stated, it's a residential neighborhood and I 
still bring my 3 kids. There because Grandma and Grandpa are there and we frequent from Bertina's 
house to Michele's house, down to Sue and Jim Fraley's house. I see David Anderson with his grandkids 
out on the street. As well, and I can attest to the house across the street from where I grew up and how 
it took many years to get that cleaned up and the dangers that that brought. So, I voiced the same 
concerns of just the traffic in the neighborhood and it being a quiet neighborhood and wanting to keep 
it that way. Thank you.  

Wood: Thank you.  

Bertina Kupcho: Hello, my name is Bertina Kupcho. I live at 17709 Potomac Street in Columbus. Our 
house is right where Potomac turns to MacKenzie and we see all of the traffic. That goes by my mailbox 
was hit this last year by somebody driving too fast around that corner. In the four or five years we've 
lived there, we've seen up to 5 or 6 accidents at the corner of where Potomac meets Broadway, the 
house on the corner just got his fence fixed from that last big accident. I think that this is going to bring 
in so many more cars and so much traffic. It's really scary and it's really dangerous. I know a lot of 
people think they feel like we don't have a lot of traffic, but I see all of it. It goes zooming right past my 
driveway every day and the weekends are busy. Everything's very busy so. I have two small boys that 
also like to ride bike. There's a large family that lives down the street. I don't see them here. They have 
six children that walk down that street. They bring wagons down the street. There's no way this is going 
to be safe. This is so much traffic. We strongly oppose. Thank you. 

Wood: Thank you. 

Joy Kowarsch: My name is Joy Kowarsch. I live at 7222 167th Ave. Northeast in Columbus. I am a former 
event coordinator and manager of a large food and beverage establishment in Washington County. I can 
guarantee you that even if you think you have everything planned out perfectly, things will happen. 
There will be alcohol, there will be drugs. There will be reasons to call the police. And there will be 
liability. So, I would encourage you to consult with the Anoka County Sheriff Office. Thank you. 

Wood: Thank you. Is there anyone else in the audience who would like to speak? 
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Bill Abler: Good evening, Bill, and my wife Lisa Abler. We’re at 17910 Ussuri Street Ne, so we’re on the 
curve on that dirt road there. First of all, I just want to we just moved to the area in December and we 
just want to say that we love the, we love Columbus and there's been a lot of hard work and planning 
and whatever I've been reading through the planning report, you know that you put on and hope to get 
to meet the neighbors, maybe under different terms than this. Nothing personal against you. We've not 
met. Have not met. Hardly any of you. But I guess my questions really are, does this request fit the goals 
and policies as stated in the comprehensive plan that is so thorough and well laid out. Just a couple 
comments here. Goal number one says to “encourage and manage future growth in the city, consistent 
with community values, small town character and long-term financial sustainability”. And there's a point 
couple of sub points 1 is “provide for the orderly development of safe and efficient housing 
opportunities”, ”maintain housing opportunities that would be consistent with the rural nature of the 
city and protection of environmental systems”. Goal number five, is has to do with community facilities 
and services, “provide a range of public services to enhance community safety, livability and quality of 
life”. The first point there is to “promote safe neighborhoods and crime prevention in the city”. The 
second one is “retain the quality of life in the city”. Goal number two talks about managing development 
of the rural diversified areas in a way that “protects Community, character, preserves environmental 
resources and allows for flexibility”. And there's a note there that says, “prohibit unplanned commercial 
or industrial uses from developing near residential areas”. So, these are from your documents and I'm 
sure there's a lot of thought and that I don't understand all this stuff. And so my question is, as someone 
really looking forward to living in a nice quiet rural setting, how does this application match up with the 
stated goals in the development plan? But again, thank you for serving and I love it here. 

Wood: Thank you. Is there anybody online who would like to be heard?  

Hahn: At this point, if there is nobody online or in person, we did have a written comment come in. And 
for the record, I would go ahead and read that. This comes from Chuck and Nancy Roberts at 18019 
Ussuri stated that they are very much opposed to Julie and Chris Harper having a wedding venue 
business on in our neighborhood. There is nowhere for people to park except on our streets. There will 
absolutely be alcohol at wedding events, and this is dangerous in many ways. They stated that this 
couple needs to rent a separate building if they want to run a business like this and it affects the entire 
neighborhood and just cannot be allowed. The way the letter about the hearing is worded makes it 
sound like the Harpers want to have their wedding there. A single event that is very different from 
having it be a business and that there aren't enough police in Columbus to handle these crowds. They 
stated that they were not able to make the meeting tonight, but they wanted to express their 
opposition to this.  

Wood: All right, being no other testimony, we’re going to close the meeting to the public. 

At this time, Chair Wood closed the Public Hearing. Hearing closed at 6:45 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, Recording Secretary Eleanor Hahn 


