CITY OF COLUMBUS
PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING
INTERACTIVE TECHNOLOGY MEETING FORMAT
STATUTES SECTION 13D.021
07-16-2025

The July 16, 2025, Planning Commission meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Chair
Robin Wood at City Hall. Present were Planning Commission member Kim Snell and Mike
Ostwald. Present were City Council Liaison Rob Busch, City Administrator Jack Davis,
Assistant Planner Eleanor Hahn, Chris and Julie Harper, Ron Hanegraaf, Jeff and Shantelle
Larson, Tom Banttari, Robert Ordner, Mark Schmidt, Joy Kowarsch, Ashley and Roseann
Venburg, Michelle Hogan, Dylan Bushette [sp?], Dennis Johnson, Linda Kinkel, Bill and Lisa
Abler, David Andersen, Cindy Angel, Sue and Jim Fraley, Jeffery Janeson Penn, Joe Martinez,
Morgan and Mark Bradshaw, Scott Wendell, Art and Jan Jackson, Patrick Torrence, and
Steve Gaffney.

The meeting was held in an interactive technology meeting format.

Absent from the meeting was Planning Commission Member Susan Bautch.
1. CALL TO ORDER - Planning Commission Meeting — 6:00 p.m.
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
3. CONSENT AGENDA
APPROVAL OF MEETING AGENDA
APPROVAL OF JUNE 18, 2025, PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES

Motion by Snell to approve the consent agenda. Seconded by Ostwald. Roll call vote: Snell
— Aye; Ostwald — Aye; Wood — Aye. Motion carried.

4. PUBLIC OPEN FORUM
Nothing at this time

5. PUBLIC HEARINGS
a. Small Wedding Venue IUP and Text Amendment — 7507 180th Ave Ne

At this time a Public Hearing was held to consider a request for a Small Wedding Venue IUP
and corresponding Text Amendment in the Rural Residential (“RR”) zoning district. The
application was first discussed as a non-binding concept at the June 18, 2026 Planning
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Commission meeting and June 25, 2025 City Council meeting. Separate, verbatim public
hearing minutes are prepared.

Applicants Chris and Julie Harper presented a request for an Interim Use Permit (IUP) and
text amendment to host small, seasonal, outdoor, non-alcoholic wedding ceremonies on
their Rural Residential property. The events would be limited to 50 guests, last no more
than four hours, and be managed directly by the Harpers, with on-site parking, portable
luxury restrooms, and security measures including surveillance cameras. The Harpers
emphasized that the events would be low-impact, owner-supervised, and designed to
maintain the character of the area. During the Public Hearing, 11 nearby residents
expressed concerns. Common issues included anticipated increases in traffic on narrow or
unpaved roads, limited access for emergency vehicles, and potential disruptions to the
neighborhood’s quiet, rural setting. Some residents were also concerned about unintended
alcohol use, enforcement challenges, and safety for pedestrians, including children. Several
neighbors cited past community disturbances and expressed a desire to avoid similar
situations. Others questioned whether the proposal aligned with the city’s comprehensive
plan, which prioritizes preserving rural character and discourages commercial activity in
residential zones. A written comment echoed these concerns. While some acknowledged
the Harpers' intentions and conduct as neighbors, the overall sentiment during the hearing
leaned toward opposition to the proposal.

Chair Robin Wood stated that the resident concerns are valid and need to be taken into
consideration. Assistant Planner Hahn states that the Planning Commission can choose to
continue the discussion to a second meeting should they have any further questions, or can
recommend approval or denial of the proposal to the City Council. A resident asked what
prior conversations were had about the proposal. Hahn stated that any time a resident
proposes something that is not currently considered by code, the City has a preliminary
conversation on how the permit process would work should the City choose to peruse it.
The resident then asked who the City notifies about Public Hearing such as this, and goes on
to say that only a few of the people at the meeting received the City letter, and that most of
them heard about it through word of mouth. Hahn stated that it is State Statute to notify
anyone within 500 feet of the property in question but stated that the City can look into
better ways of notifying impacted people of nearby proposals going forward. Council Liaison
Busch stated that this has been a concern of his in past, and will bring that concern back to
the Council next week.

Applicant Chris Harper came forward and said that they appreciated everyone who came
out and expressed their opinion. He stated that this was a concept that they came up with,
but can understand that maybe there were some things that they didn’t consider.

Motion by Snell to recommend denial of the Harper Small Wedding Venue IUP and Text
Amendment. Seconded by Ostwald. Roll call vote: Snell — Aye; Ostwald — Aye; Wood -
Aye. Motion carried.

b. Hidden Park Comprehensive Plan Amendment and Rezoning
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At this time a public hearing was held to consider a request for a Comprehensive Plan
Amendment and Rezoning Ordinance to redesignate the land use of a 1.93 City Park to Rural
Residential. Separate, verbatim public hearing minutes are prepared.

Assistant Planner Hahn explained that the City of Columbus is considering a proposal to
amend the comprehensive plan and rezone Hidden Park from “Park” to “Rural Residential”
to allow for the potential sale of the property. Hidden Park, a lightly used 1.93-acre parcel
acquired through tax forfeiture in the 1980s, is now eligible for sale after over 30 years of
City ownership. City officials explained that proceeds from the sale would support
improvements to a larger, more centralized City Park. Estimated property value is around
$130,000, though final pricing will depend on soil and floodplain conditions. Only the four
adjacent property owners were notified, and they would be given priority to purchase the
land before it is offered to the general public. During the hearing, neighbor Mark Bradshaw
asked questions about pricing, parcel division, and buildability, which were addressed by
city staff. The possibility of a sealed bid process was also discussed if multiple neighbors
express interest. No opposition was recorded, and the hearing was closed shortly after.

Motion by Snell to continue discussion of the Hidden Park Comprehensive Plan
Amendment and Rezoning to the next Planning Commission meeting on August 6, 2025.
Seconded by Ostwald. Roll call vote: Snell — Aye; Ostwald — Aye; Wood — Aye. Motion
carried.

c¢. NW Quad Lot 1, Block 2 Comprehensive Plan Amendment and Rezoning

At this time a public hearing was held to consider a request for a Comprehensive Plan
Amendment and Rezoning Ordinance to redesignate the land use of a 5.30 acre vacant
parcel from Commercial to Mixed-Use High. Separate, verbatim public hearing minutes are
prepared.

Assistant Planner Hahn explained that the City of Columbus is considering a proposal to
amend the comprehensive plan and rezone a 5.30-acre city-owned parcel in the NW Quad
from “Commercial” to “Mixed Use High.” The rezoning would allow for greater
development flexibility, including potential apartment buildings, condos, or senior living
facilities. The property is currently less ideal for traditional commercial use due to its
location behind a wetland and away from major roads. City officials noted growing
developer interest and explained that the change would open the door to broader
development options while still permitting commercial use. The rezoning and land use
change will require Metropolitan Council approval, but city staff anticipate a smooth
administrative review process. No members of the public spoke during the hearing, and the
meeting was closed without opposition.
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Motion by Snell to continue discussion of the Hidden Park Comprehensive Plan
Amendment and Rezoning to the next Planning Commission meeting on August 6, 2025.
Seconded by Ostwald. Roll call vote: Snell — Aye; Ostwald — Aye; Wood — Aye. Motion
carried.

8. ASSISTANT PLANNER’S REPORT

Assistant Planner Eleanor Hahn reminded the Planning Commission that there will be no
meetings in the last week of July, and that the next Planning Commission meeting will be on
August 6, 2025.

9. ADJOURNMENT
Motion by Snell to adjourn. Seconded by Ostwald. Roll call vote: Snell — Aye; Ostwald —
Aye; Wood — Aye. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 7:10 p.m.

Respectfully submitted:
Cleaneor M

Recording Secretary Eleanor Hahn
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