CITY OF COLUMBUS
PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING
INTERACTIVE TECHNOLOGY MEETING FORMAT
STATUTES SECTION 13D.021
06-04-2025

The June 4, 2025, Planning Commission meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Chair
Robin Wood at City Hall. Present were Planning Commission member Kim Snell. Also
present were Assistant Planner Eleanor Hahn, City Administrator Jack Davis, City Council
Liaison Janet Hegland, and Scott Wendell.

The meeting was held in an interactive technology meeting format. Attending via interactive
technology was Planning Commission Member Susan Bautch.

1. CALL TO ORDER - Planning Commission Meeting — 6:00 p.m.
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
3. CONSENT AGENDA

APPROVAL OF MEETING AGENDA

Motion by Bautch to approve the June 4, 2025, Planning Commission Meeting Agenda.
Seconded by Snell. Roll call vote: Bautch — Aye; Snell — Aye; Wood — Aye. Motion carried.

APPROVAL OF MAY 21, 2025, PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES

Motion by Snell to approve the May 21, 2025, Planning Commission Meeting Minutes.
Seconded by Bautch. Roll call vote: Bautch — Aye; Snell — Aye; Wood — Aye. Motion
carried.

4. PUBLIC OPEN FORUM
Nothing at this time

5. DISSCUSSION — 35 NW QUAD PRELIMINARY AND FINAL PLAT

Assistant City Planner Eleanor Hahn gave a review of the proposed subdivision of City land.
She reiterated that staff had been working on this project for a number of years, and were
excited to close the matter. She explained that the next step would be a proposed rezoning
of one of the new lots created as a result of this subdivision, stating that the City is hoping
to change Lot 1, Block 2 from General Commercial to Mixed-Use High Density. This would
allow for the development of apartments, condos, or a senior living facility but would
require an Administrative Comprehensive Plan Amendment to be approved by the Met
Council. She went on to explain that there was a comment made by the Minnesota
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Department of Transformation regarding an error in their Right-of-Way easement within
Outlot B. She stated that those corrections have been made.

Bautch asked if all the title work had been completed, and Hahn stated that are still a few
outstanding items regarding the title that should be completed by the City Attorney in the
next week or so. Bautch asked if a Comprehensive Amendment and going to the Met
Council is a large undertaking. Hahn stated that she spoke to the City’s Sector
Representative, Ms. Dvorak, who stated that this particular amendment could be handled
administratively. She explained that rezoning anything from commercial to residential or
vice versa requires an amendment to the City’s Comprehensive Plan, and therefore must be
approved by the Met Council. For this amendment, the process would require a Public
Hearing and an adjacent community review period. Bautch stated that she believes staff and
the attorneys to get everything in order

Motion by Snell to recommend approval of the NW Quad Preliminary and Final Plat.
Seconded by Bautch. Roll call vote: Bautch — Aye; Snell — Aye; Wood — Aye. Motion
carried.

7. PLANNING COMMISSIONER’S REPORT
Nothing at this time.

8. ASSISTANT PLANNER’S REPORT

Assistant City Planner Eleanor Hahn stated that the equipmentshare PUD CUP was approved
at the May 28, 2025 City Council Meeting with a few changes to the conditions
recommended by the Planning Commission. She stated that the City Council had a few
guestions prior to the meeting regarding noise complaints at other facilities, whether there
had been noise testing done, and how the equipment is organized in the storage yard. She
stated that the Council chose to remove the condition requiring a noise test after 6 months
was removed, as they believed that they had added enough other conditions to mitigate
that concern. Hahn stated that the final conditions are provided in the Planning Commission
Packet, and that she wanted the Commission to see an example of what kinds of conditions
they can place on CUPs. She recommended that the Commissioners watch the recording of
the City Council discussion to see the types of questions, concerns, and proposed solutions
the Council are looking for during these development reviews.

Hahn stated that the application period for the vacant Planning Commission seats has
closed, and that there are three applicants. She stated that interviews will be held next
week prior to the City Council meeting, and that hopefully both seats will be filled prior to
the next Planning Commission meeting.

Next, she provided some updates regarding current developments, stating that MTW Truck
Wash has submitted all of their building permits and should hopefully be able to start
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construction soon. She also stated that the Zoom Zone Go-Kart Track, which came before
the Planning Commission as a non-binding review last year, has unfortunately backed out.
City Council Liaison Hegland asked if the developers had purchased the property, and Hahn
stated that it did not appear that they did. Hahn stated that the last time she spoke with the
developers they told her that they were still interested in the site but are still looking for
end users.

Hahn stated that there have been a few calls to the City regarding the ATV ordinance, as
there is new legislation to change state regulations surrounding ATVs on city streets. City
Council Liaison Hegland added that Forest Lake had also recently changed their ordinance.
Hahn informed the Commission that Columbus Ordinance allows ATVs and golf carts to be
driven on City streets, as long as they are under 20 mph, driven on the far-right side of the
street and out of any side slopes or ditches. Chair Wood stated that there has been a huge
increase in ATVs on the street in his neighborhood. Snell agreed with Wood and stated that
the DNR spoke at the Coon Lake Association last week about ATV rules and regulations.

Finally, Hahn stated that there is a second Comprehensive Plan Amendment that is being
considered by the City, and will hopefully appear before the Planning Commission soon. She
stated that the Council and Park Board have been discussing the potential sale of Hidden
Park, a small neighborhood park, for a number of years. There had been concern on the
legality on rezoning and selling the park, as there was some uncertainty on how the land
was acquired and what restrictions were in place. She stated that goal is to utilize the
proceeds from the underutilized park to support endeavors in the primary City Park. She
said that the lot first has to be rezoned to residential, and that will require some work to be
done in the Planning Commission first.

City Administrator Jack Davis clarified that, in the past, the City was under the impression
that the land was acquired through a parkland dedication. If it was a parkland dedication,
the City could not sell it and could only return it to the original donor. However, the City is
now aware that the land was acquired through a tax forfeiture, which means that it can be
sold after the City held it for 30 years. It has been over 30 years since the land was acquired
and now can be rezoned and sold. Bautch asked if the Park Board typically prefers to receive
land or cash in lieu of parkland dedications, and Davis stated that the City always prefers the
money rather than land. Bautch stated that Linwood Township prefers the same.

9. ADJOURNMENT
Motion by Snell to adjourn the meeting. Seconded by Bautch. Roll call vote: Bautch — Aye;
Snell - Aye; Wood — Aye. Motion carried. The meeting was adjourned at 6:20 p.m.

(Toanor FNakin

Respectfully submitted:
Recording Secretary Eleanor Hahn
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