CITY OF COLUMBUS
PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING
INTERACTIVE TECHNOLOGY MEETING FORMAT
STATUTES SECTION 13D.021
05-07-2025

The May 7, 2025, Planning Commission meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Vice-
Chair Robin Wood at City Hall. Present were Planning Commission members Bethany
Barrette, Susan Bautch, Kim Snell, and Robin Wood. Also present were Assistant Planner
Eleanor Hahn, City Administrator Jack Davis, Assistant City Administrator Aaron Berg, City
Council Liaison Janet Hegland, Myles Harrington [sp?], Kevin Salmon, Myron and Cindy
Angel, Aaron Liedl, Robert Busch, Zach England, and Rob and Kathy Osterberg.

The meeting was held in an interactive technology meeting format. Attending via interactive
technology was Michael Schmidt and Kim Black.

1. CALL TO ORDER - Planning Commission Meeting — 6:00 p.m.

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

3. CONSENT AGENDA
a) APPROVAL OF MEETING AGENDA

Motion by Bautch to approve the May 7, 2025, Planning Commission Meeting Agenda.
Seconded by Barrette. Roll call vote: Barrette — Aye; Bautch — Aye; Snell — Aye; Wood -
Aye. Motion carried.

b) APPROVAL OF APRIL 16, 2025, PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES

Motion by Snell to approve the April 16, 2025, Planning Commission Meeting Minutes.
Seconded by Bautch. Roll call vote: Barrette — Abstain; Bautch — Aye; Snell — Aye; Wood -
Aye. Motion carried.

4. PUBLIC OPEN FORUM Nothing at this time.

5. PUBLIC HEARING — EQUIPMENTSHARE.COM PUD CUP AT 14045 LAKE DRIVE NE
Assistant Planner Eleanor Hahn introduced the public hearing and read the legal notice for a
Planned Use Development Conditional Use Permit (PUD CUP) application submitted by
EquipmentShare.com. The company is seeking approval to operate an equipment rental
facility at 14045 Lake Drive NE, in the Commercial/Industrial (C/1) zoning district. The
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proposed use includes outdoor storage, equipment maintenance, and semi-truck traffic for
equipment delivery and pickup. Separate Public Hearing Minutes are prepared.

Kevin Salmon and Michael Schmit, representatives for EquipmentShare.com, addressed the
Planning Commission. They explained that the business is primarily business-to-business
(B2B) and does not involve significant walk-in traffic. Equipment will be stored and rotated
in the yard, and the site will host between two and five delivery trucks daily, making
approximately 10-12 trips a day, Monday though Friday. There will be occasional Saturday
deliveries for emergency or last-minute customer requests. The business utilizes its own
delivery team and also contracts outside haulers. Questions regarding noise, hours of
operation, and visual impacts were raised during the Public Hearing.

The Planning Commission made no requests for additional information and no changes to
the Findings of Fact or Conditions as presented in the staff report.

Motion by Barrette to continue the discussion of equipmentshare.com PUD CUP to the
next Planning Commission meeting on May 21, 2025. Seconded by Bautch. Roll call vote:
Barrette; Aye — Bautch; Aye - Snell; Aye — Wood; Aye. Motion carries.

6. SITE PLAN AMENDMENT - LOVE’S TRAVEL STOPS SCREENING MODIFICATION
Assistant Planner Hahn presented a modification request to the screening plan at Love’s
Travel Stops, which had recently been approved for an expansion of four additional fuel
pumps. The updated screening proposal includes changes to the placement and design of
fencing, and is intended to provide aesthetic and visual buffering between the site and the
highway. Hahn stated the addition of the proposed 8-foot, composite fence along the
southwestern corner of the property will assist in the facility meeting their 80% screening
requirement by the 2027 deadline.

Wood thanked Zach England, general manager of the site, for being so quick in their
response to the request for additional screening and stated that the new fencing proposal
looks great. Bautch asked if the fencing will be behind or in front of the trees, and Hahn
responded by saying that the fence is between two rows of trees.

Motion by Bautch to recommend approval of the modified screening proposal to the City
Council. Seconded by Kim Snell. Roll call vote: Barrette — Aye; Bautch — Aye; Snell — Aye;
Wood - Aye. Motion carried.

7. PLANNING COMMISSIONER’S REPORT
There were no updates from Planning Commission members at this time.
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8. ASSISTANT PLANNER

Hahn stated that the previous Planning Commission Chair Lynn Carver-Quinn submitted a
resignation from the commission on Friday May 2, 2025. She stated that the City has started
advertising for the open seat, and that applications will be open until June 3, 2025. She
asked the Planning Commission if they would prefer to wait until the vacant seat is filled to
choose the new chair and vice-chair, or if they would like to choose at the next meeting on
May 21, 2025. The Commission agreed to have the organizational meeting prior to filling the
vacant seat.

9. ADJOURNMENT

Motion by Barrette to adjourn the meeting. Seconded by Snell. Roll call vote: Barrette —
Aye; Bautch — Aye; Snell — Aye; Wood — Aye. Motion carried. The meeting was adjourned
at 6:45 p.m.

Respectfully submitted:
Recording Secretary Eleanor Hahn
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