CITY OF COLUMBUS
PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING
INTERACTIVE TECHNOLOGY MEETING FORMAT
STATUTES SECTION 13D.021
04-16-2025

The April 16, 2025, Planning Commission meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Commission Chair
Lynn Carver-Quinn at City Hall. Present were Planning Commission members Robin Wood, Susan Bautch,
Kim Snell, and Chair Lynn Carver-Quinn. Also present were City Council Liaison Janet Hegland, City
Administrator Jack Davis, Assistant Planner Eleanor Hahn, City Planner Dean Johnson, and Zach England
(Love’s Travel Stops), and Scott Wendell.

Absent from the meeting was Planning Commission member Bethany Barrette.
The meeting was held in an interactive technology meeting format.

1. CALL TO ORDER - Planning Commission Meeting — 6:00 p.m.
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
3. CONSENT AGENDA

a. APPROVAL OF MEETING AGENDA

Motion by Bautch to approve the April 16, 2025, Planning Commission Meeting Agenda. Seconded by
Wood. Roll call vote: Wood — Aye; Bautch — Aye; Snell — Aye; Carver-Quinn — Aye. Motion carries.

b. APPROVAL OF APRIL 2, 2025, PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES

Motion by Bautch to approve the April 2, 2025, Planning Commission Meeting Minutes with the
correction of “lake of traffic signage” to “lack of traffic signage” and the correction of a motion
reference from April 22 to April 2. Seconded by Snell. Roll call vote: Wood — Aye; Bautch — Aye; Snell —
Aye; Carver-Quinn — Aye. Motion carries.

4. PUBLIC OPEN FORUM Nothing at this time.
5. PLANNING COMMISSION DISCUSSION
a. SITE PLAN REVIEW — LOVE’S TRAVEL STOPS MINOR EXPANSION

Assistant Planner Eleanor Hahn presented the Site Plan Review for Love’s Travel Stops, which



proposes to install four additional fuel pumps at their current facility located at 15402 Hornsby
Street NE. Hahn explained that the original CUP was approved in 2021, and construction
concluded in August 2022. Since opening, the site has experienced a higher-than-expected
volume of visitors. Hahn stated that because the request does not expand the use or violate the
conditions of the existing CUP, a Site Plan Review is appropriate instead of a CUP amendment.
The site plan review application was submitted on March 6, 2025, and was first discussed at the
April 2, 2025 Planning Commission meeting. At the April 2 meeting, the Commission had
requested copies of any CUP compliance inspection reports, minutes from the original CUP
hearings, and vehicle accident reports for the site. All requested documents were provided and
reviewed by the Commission.

Commission Chair Carver-Quinn invited Zach England, General Manager of Love’s Travel Stops,
to speak. England confirmed they are taking action on installing additional one-way signage,
replacing dead or non-native trees with native spruce trees, and noted that contractor bids are
underway for potential new fencing and that tree planting is expected within the next month.
Commissioner Wood commended Love’s for responsiveness. Chair Carver-Quinn requested
continued compliance monitoring by the Code Compliance Inspector.

Chair Carver-Quinn stated that she was pleasantly surprised with the number of reported
vehicle accidents at the site. She stated that police incident reports showed only two vehicle
accident reports in 2025 so far, which is a downward trend as compared to previous years.

Motion by Wood to recommend approval of the Love’s Travel Stops Site Plan Review based on
findings of fact and subject to conditions outlined in the Planning Commission Packet. Seconded by
Bautch. Roll call vote: Wood - Aye; Bautch — Aye; Snell — Aye; Carver-Quinn — Aye. Motion carries.

Hahn stated that the recommendation will move to City Council on Wednesday, April 23,
2025 at 6:00 p.m.

6. INFORMATION
a. IN-SERVICE DISCUSSION — PROPERTY DESCRIPTIONS AND PLATTING

City Planner Dean Johnson provided an in-depth review of property descriptions, focusing on
differences between platted properties and metes and bounds descriptions. Johnson explained
that while platted descriptions are more common in urban and suburban areas and easier to
interpret, metes and bounds are often still found in rural areas and describe land based on
physical features and distances, which can be complex and subject to error. Johnson detailed
how early surveying errors—some dating back to the 1800s—still influence modern property
lines. He noted that discrepancies of several feet are not uncommon and explained how survey
monuments are used to establish legal boundaries.



Johnson stated that plats are typically preferred over metes and bounds for new subdivisions,
noting that platting ensures greater accuracy, consistency, and legal clarity. He pointed out that
Columbus, like most cities in the metro area, no longer allows subdivision by metes and bounds
except for very limited adjustments.

He covered the statutory framework authorizing cities to regulate land divisions, highlighting
Minn. Stat. § 462.357 and 462.358. He noted that Chapter 8 of the Columbus City Code contains
the subdivision regulations, while Chapter 7 governs zoning.

Johnson provided copies of section maps and example plats to explain some of what Planning
Commissioners should be looking for during a subdivision review process. Johnson concluded by
encouraging commissioners to familiarize themselves with plat maps and legal descriptions, and
to consider the long-term impacts of subdivision approvals. He stressed the role of the Planning
Commission in maintaining land use integrity and protecting city infrastructure through careful
review of development proposals.

7. PLANNING COMMISSIONER’S REPORT
Chair Carver-Quinn stated that she attended the Running Aces redesign grand opening before the
meeting and stated that the new facilities look great.

Commissioner Snell stated that she visited the RPAW Veterinary facility over the weekend and
complimented their staff and facilities. She stated that she is planning to volunteer there.

8. ASSISTANT PLANNER
Assistant Planner Eleanor Hahn reminded the Commission that the next Planning Commission will
be on May 7, 2025.

9. ADJOURNMENT

Motion by Wood to adjourn. Seconded by Bautch. Roll call vote: Wood — Aye; Bautch — Aye; Snell
— Aye; Carver-Quinn — Aye. Motion carries. Meeting adjourned at 7:52 p.m.

Respectfully submitted:
Cloansr Hoakn
Recording Secretary Eleanor Hahn

Disclaimer:

Portions of these City Council Minutes were generated using artificial intelligence (Al) technology to
assist with drafting. All content has been thoroughly reviewed and verified by a human for accuracy and
completeness. In accordance with Minnesota Statutes Chapter 13, Section 13.03 — Data Practices, a full,
unedited written transcript, video, and audio recordings are considered public data and can be made
available to the public upon request.





