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CITY OF COLUMBUS 
PUBLIC HEARING 

INTERACTIVE TECHNOLOGY MEETING FORMAT 
DAVEY TREE CARE CO CUP  

03-05-2025 
 
The 03-05-2025 Public Hearing to consider a request for a Conditional Use Permit for an office and 
storage space for a tree care company in the Commercial Industrial (C/I) zoning district was called to 
order by Commission Chair Lynn Carver-Quinn at the City Hall at 6:04 PM. Present were Planning 
Commission members, Robin Wood, Bethany Barrette, Susan Bautch, and Kim Snell, City Administrator 
Jack Davis, Assistant Planner Eleanor Hahn, Myron and Cindy Angel,, Travis McDonald, Dan Frigoner, Joe 
Jetland, Scott Wendell, Jesse Preiner, and Janet Hegland. 

In attendance via interactive technology was City Planner Dean Johnson and Ryan Schroeder 

The meeting was held in an interactive technology meeting format. 

Carver-Quinn: Eleanor, will you read the notice as published in the Forest Lake Times? 

Assistant Planner Eleanor Hahn read the Public Hearing Notice. 

Carver-Quinn: Thank you. At this time, I would invite Travis McDonald to come and sit at the table. Give 
your name and address. 

McDonald: Hello. So, my name is Travis McDonald. My current address is 10335 Wildwood Circle in 
Bloomington Minnesota, and I’m here to represent the Davey Tree Expert Company. I don't know if 
anybody knows who Davey Tree is –  
 
Carver-Quinn: But we’ll come back to that in just a minute. I’m gonna have Eleanor review the CUP for 
us, for the Davey Tree Experts CUP, 13733 Lake Drive Northeast. 
 
Hahn: Yes. So I'll go over some of the planning and zoning aspects of this and then we'll cut back to 
Travis to talk about the business itself. This parcel is owned by Don Waldoch, who owns and operates 
the business directly to the north and has been leasing out this parcel for different businesses over the 
years. Over the last 20 years or so, it's been primarily used for auto businesses, either dealerships or, 
you know, auto care facilities, and has been operating under a CUP for that. This would change over to a 
different use with the Davey tree care business. The some of the interesting things about this particular 
application, is historically this area here? This fenced in area has always been reserved for the business 
directly to the north, the owner of this parcel, to use for extra storage for their vehicles associated with 
that business to the north. And that's going to continue in the CUP as well. So, most of the property will 
be used by Davey Tree Care, for their vehicles and everything; however, that area is still reserved for the 
Waldoch’s business as well. I'm going to open for any questions as we go along. If there's anything 
interesting, yeah.  
 
Carver-Quinn: Thank you.  
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Wood: Well, I have one question for you. I was noticing in the packet here that you're talk that you 
talked about repairing a fence. And I was out there today and was just looking and I'm just wondering, 
are you going to repair both fences or just the main one in front? They both look pretty ratty.  

McDonald: They do. I mean, with the barbed wire and stuff like that taking place. You know, that's 
something that I would have to talk with the landlord about. As far as “Don, are you OK with us taking 
down the barbed wire or is that protection for people?” I don’t know. 

Wood: Yeah, yeah I agree. 

McDonald: I looked at it as well and was like, this is…it needs a little love.  

Wood: Yes it does. And that's why I was wondering if you had a plan for doing that. 
 
McDonald: Have a fence company out there and just have them analyze it and see like, is this 
repairable? What do we do? You know, because at the end of the day, we want to have something 
presentable for when our employees pull in, but people driving by and –  
 
Wood: That and that's what that's what my concern is, is that, that fence, the way it is right now kind of 
an eyesore and the last thing I want to do is have another business go in there an leave the eyesore. 

McDonald: Yeah, I mean the front gate, when you enter initially off of the road, I really don't see much 
of a need to have a gate there. 

Wood: Me neither.  

McDonald: You know, because the remaining of the area is fenced, well, and there's another gate to go 
through. So for me, I just think of like a hazard standpoint of like an employee getting out, you know, 
early in the morning to unlock the gate, you know? Yeah, I would rather not have a gate right there. So, 
I'd get a fencing company out there to have them take a look and tell me, hey, how can we make this 
look a little bit more subtle. 

Wood: You know, even that secondary fence. If we can turn it into some sort of screening, I don't know, 
like those slats that they put in there. Just to do some screening of what's in behind. I think would be a 
nice thing to look at.  
 
McDonald: Hm, okay. 
 
Wood: I think it would do wonders for the property.  

McDonald: We have done that just recently at one of our facilities in Plymouth. We’ve been there for 
like 4-5 years and we just had all new slats put in and just new chain link fence, but it actually looks 
really nice. That’s what I was hoping for. So that’s the kind of goal, you know, match the same coloring 
of the building a little bit. So that just blends in a little bit. Like, yeah, I know that I have to look beyond 
what the building looks like right now. And even when I bring employees there, I have to tell them, like, 
don't worry, we're going to fix it up. 
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Carver-Quinn: Make sure you talk into your microphone just before we go to anymore discussion for the 
record, did you receive a copy of the staff report developed by Eleanor Hahn dated February 28th, 2025 
regarding this? This report notes certain findings numbering one through twenty on page one and two, 
and it also contains some conditions numbering one through eighteen? Do you understand the 
recommendations? And do you have any questions about them? 

McDonald: I don’t have any. I mean, Eleanor has been pretty helpful with everything as far as 
communicating, so, okay. 

Carver-Quinn: Any other questions? My only – You know, I went by and I pulled over and I'm like, how 
the fence is kinda…But I like seeing revitalization instead of empty buildings and with you backing up the 
Bergens, there's nothing, no real eyesore or nuisance for anybody. Yeah, nobody so. Thank you for 
coming and I will close the public hearing. So I would look for a motion and let somebody have 
something to discuss. Oh. Anybody in the? I did open it for public forum, but if anybody has anything 
they would like to say about the Davey Tree Expert? For anybody online? 

Barrette: He never told us what it was that he was gonna tell us when he started talking.  

McDonald: I just didn’t know if anybody knew.  
 
Barrette: Well, I would love to hear about the company. I thought we we’re going to circle back to that.  

McDonald: Well, just to give you guys like a little bit of background about why we would love to, you 
know, open up another section of our business in, you know, the Columbus market here. But so Davey, 
we're a nationwide company, employee owned, we've been around since 1880 or so. We’re the oldest 
tree care company in the United States. Our corporate headquarters is in Kent, Ohio. And all of our 
employees that work for us, we invest into the company and it provides good career paths, but. We are 
stewards when it comes to agricultural practices, trying to care for the environment, trying to maintain 
trees and landscape. And you know, we've been growing up in this market. We've been kind of servicing 
this area out of the St. Paul location and we've taken to account like environmental impacts as far as you 
know, how much time do we drive up here? Much fuel are we wasting? And a lot of our employees 
actually come from this neck of the woods. And so we've got a lot of employees that are excited about 
this opportunity. And. You know, I've been with Davey Tree for 17 years and it's a company that cares 
about their employees and what we do, but most importantly, providing a career for people all around 
the United States and in Canada. So when it comes to, you know, supporting, you know, basic high 
school events to agricultural practice, we go in and train and we work with elementary schools to teach 
them how to plant trees. And care for. So we have a community engagement specialist. Her name's 
Andrea, she lives just right down the street in Forest Lake, and she she's really excited because she grew 
up around here. She wants to really get involved in the community and start really doing stuff. You 
know, we own Michigan Brothers out of Blaine and they have like farmer markets there and. So we're 
just really, this is a really cool area and we hope to try to continue to provide career paths. Provide 
people with good jobs, you know, there's a lot of people that just don't like working inside and, we like 
working outside, so there's a lot of people that like to climb trees and do certain things, but we don't 
just cut down trees. That’s not what we specialize in. We can do that, but we help people come up with 
like management plans and caring for their properties. And so the property that, you know, we would 
like to move into and gain a CUP for. We're going to give it a little bit of love. We're going to make the 
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turf look nice, 'cause that's what we specialize in. Make a nice new landscape out front. And I think it's 
going to be a good little setting right there. It's a good spot for us to be able to access a lot of different 
communities and you know that's the plan so far. So any questions? 

Wood: Cool, I have one. Are you like Asplundh?  
 
McDonald: Not even close. 
 
Wood: Bigger or better or? 

McDonald: Well, Asplundh’s a utility line clearance company. The do nothing but utility line clearance. I 
work just residential and commercial. We do have a utility line clearance division of Davey. They manage 
some of the Excel contract in Saint Paul but, no, I don't get involved in that. We're just going to be 
working on residential properties and commercial properties providing, you know, precare. 

Barrette: I have a question about just like various diseases. Do you have things that you do like? If 
someone's like “I'm afraid my trees have disease…”  
 
McDonald: 100 percent. That’s what we specialize in. You know, we’re all certified arborists on top of 
that, we have a plant pathology lab send all of our samples into and you know, we’ll analyze what type 
of treatment is needed for this particular tree or why it's declining so when you find like a monumental 
tree like in a park setting that you're like, why is this dying? We figure it out and provide treatment care 
options to it.  
 
Carver-Quinn: So you like to be involved in the community 'cause, you just said it in front of the wrong 
person. So we'll be talking. 

McDonald: Yeah. Absolutely. OK. We go in and read books about trees to kids at daycare centers. 

Carver Quinn: We're having a fall fest. You and I will talk. 

McDonald: I look forward to it, but that's what we do, you know, and our company really supports, like, 
volunteer work and community engagement. We want to give back to the people that are helping 
provide, you know, a daily meal for us, right, so. That's, that's Davey in a nutshell. I could talk about 
Davey all day long. I’m pretty passionate about the company. I’m an operations manager, so I oversee all 
operations in the state of Minnesota. But I also just worked locally in an Eden Prairie location for the last 
10 years. I’m originally from New Hampshire and kind of traveled all around the United States. Never 
thought I was going to end up in Minnesota, but here I am so and I love it here.  

Barrette: What does you work look like in the winter? 

McDonald: We stay pretty active in the winter. You know, there’s a lot of trees that can only be worked 
on during the dormant season, like Oaks or Elms or any fruit or nut bearing trees due to diseases and 
plant pathogens. So what we do is like we analyze people's properties when they call us out, like, hey, 
I've got Deadwood hanging over my deck. Can you address that? Like this is not a good time to do that, 
you need to wait till the winter. So, we actually climb trees all winter long. And do a lot of like technical 
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removals and stuff where it requires us to drive on those landscapes with big equipment. So we wait till 
the ground's hardened off.  

Carver-Quinn: Any other discussion? 

At this time, Chair Carver-Quinn closed the Public Hearing. Hearing closed at 6:19 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, Recording Secretary Eleanor Hahn 


