
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To: Planning Commission 

From: Eleanor Hahn, Assistant Planner  

Date: March 5, 2025 
 

Re: Organizational Meeting  
 
 
 
 
Each year, the Planning Commission selects a Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson to 
preside over commission meetings. The Chairperson is elected by the commission and 
approved by the City Council, while the Vice-Chairperson does not require Council 
approval and is appointed by the commission.  
 
 
SECTION 3-104. CHAIRPERSON. 
The Planning Commission shall select one of its members as chairperson for a term of one (1) year 
with approval of the City Council. If the City Council does not approve the selection made by the 
Planning Commission, then, the City Council shall appoint an alternative chairperson for a one year 
term. The chairperson shall preside at all meetings of the Commission, if present and shall perform all 
other duties and functions assigned by the Commission or by the City Council. The Commission will 
appoint from among its members a vice chairperson to act for the chairperson during temporary 
absence or disability. 
 
[Section 3-104 amended by Ord. No. 07-02, effective March 1, 2007, 
as amended by Ord. No. 11-09, effective December 8, 2011, as 
amended by Ord. No. 14-01, effective March 6, 2014.] 
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To:  City of Columbus Planning Commission   
 Jack Davis, Interim City Administrator  
 
From:  Eleanor Hahn, Assistant Planner  
 
Date:  February 28, 2025 
 
RE:  Davey Tree Expert Co. Conditional Use Permit Application 

 
 
I have reviewed the application submittals from Travis McDonald, representing Davey Tree 
Expert Co. for a Conditional Use Permit (CUP). Following are Findings and Recommendations 
for consideration by the Planning Commission.  
 
DAVEY TREE EXPERT CO CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT 
 
Findings of Fact 
 

1. The City received a CUP application from Travis McDonald, representing Davey Tree 
Expert Co. (“Applicant”), and property owner Don Waldoch, representing DLW 
Properties LLC, (“Landowner”) on February 3, 2025. The application was found to be 
incomplete. Upon receipt of additional information, the application was found complete 
on February 13, 2025.  

2. The 60-day review deadline is April 14, 2025, and the 120-day review deadline, if 
necessary, is June 13, 2025.  

3. The property in question is a total of 2.27 gross acres, located at 13733 Lake Drive NE, 
legally described as that part of the Southeast Quarter of the Northwest Quarter of 
Section 33, Township 32, Range 22, lying easterly of County Road 23, Anoka County, 
Minnesota (“Property”) [PID: 33-32-22-24-0004]. 

4. The Property is zoned Commercial/Industrial (C/I) and is designated Commercial/Industrial 
in the 2040 Comprehensive Plan. 

5. The neighboring property directly to the north is a van conversion/car collision center, the 
neighboring property to the south is a mini-storage facility, and the neighboring property 
to the east is a large commercial greenhouse. To the west of the Property is Lake Drive 
NE.   

6. The Property currently consists of an existing 5,850 square foot building, containing 
approximately 672 square feet of office space and 5,178 square feet of warehouse space.  
Additionally, the current site includes a small, paved driveway and parking area, and 
several larger gravel parking areas. The Applicant is not proposing any major site 
improvements.  
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7. The proposed use of the Property is for a tree care company with accessory outdoor 
storage.  

8. The Property has a current CUP, approved by the City Council on April 22, 2020, to 
allow the operation of a vehicle customization and repair business. The proposed CUP, if 
approved, will replace the Property’s existing 2020 CUP.  

9. There are approximately 20 employees that will start and end their day on the Property. 
The proposed hours of operation are 5:30 a.m. to 6 p.m., Monday through Friday, with 
occasional weekend activity.  

10. There will be no vehicle or equipment repair on the Property 
11. The Applicant proposes a 70 feet by 35 feet area in the southeast corner of the Property 

reserved for the temporary storage of wood chips and logs, with a maximum height of 15 
feet and a maximum capacity of 1,361 cubic yards of material. There is no additional 
screening proposed for the storage area.  

12. The logs and wood chips on the Property will be removed periodically when the storage 
area reaches capacity. Logs are typically processed into wood chips at the job site; 
however, they may need to be chipped on the Property in the case of an equipment failure 
at the job site. Approximately 12-13 truckloads of processed wood chips and logs will 
leave the Property when clearing the entire storage area.  

13. The existing building exterior consists primarily of metal paneling, however the section 
facing Lake Drive includes a masonry element that is compliant with the City Code 
performance standards.   

14. A new monument sign with ornamental landscaping is proposed along Lake Drive, as 
depicted on the site plan dated 02.10.2025. 

15. The Property site area is approximately 988810.2 square feet and requires 16.4 overstory 
trees per the City Code. The Property contains 14 existing overstory trees, to be pruned 
and maintained by the Applicant. Three (3) additional Black Hill Spruce trees are 
proposed along the southern side of the property, to assist in screening the storage area 
from the Lake Dr Ne. The proposed landscaping fulfils ordinance requirements.  

16. Davey Tree Expert Co. will be leasing the property from the DLW Properties LLC, who 
owns and operates the neighboring automotive business to the north. The Landowner has 
new vehicles stored on the northern portion of the Property (approximately 12,000 square 
foot fenced-in area), as depicted on the site plan dated 02.10.2025. Previous CUPs 
recorded against the Property have included the Landowner’s vehicle storage as an 
accessory use.  

17. There are 96 parking stalls on the Property. Ordinance requires 20 parking stalls for the 
20 employees, 16 parking stalls for the 16 company vehicles, and 2 guest parking stalls, 
for a total 38 parking stalls. Parking stall dimensions, aisle dimensions and front yard 
setback are consistent with ordinance requirements. The current parking configuration on 
the Property exceeds ordinance requirements. 57 stalls are reserved for the Landowner’s 
vehicle storage.  

18. The Applicant has 16 company trucks, as well as several trailers which will be stored in 
the rear parking lot when not on job sites. Small equipment will be stored within the 
warehouse building. 

19. A dumpster enclosure is proposed on the southeastern side of the structure to match the 
existing building.  
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20. The Planning Commission held a public hearing on the proposed CUP on March 5, 2025. 
 
Conditions 
 
Based upon the above Finding of Facts, the City Staff recommend approval of the Davey Tree 
Expert Co. Conditional Use Permit (CUP) application, subject to the following conditions: 
 

1. Approval of the CUP is contingent upon recommendations of the City Engineer. 
2. Approval of the CUP is contingent upon recommendations of the City Attorney. 
3. Approval of the CUP is contingent upon requirements by the Building Official. 
4. Approval of the CUP is contingent upon requirements by the Forest Lake Fire 

Department. 
5. Approval of the CUP is contingent upon requirements by the Anoka County Highway 

Division. 
6. Approval of the CUP is contingent upon requirements by Rice Creek Watershed District. 
7. Once authorized, the Applicant shall construct and maintain all site improvements 

consistent with the Conditional Use Permit Application, dated February 11, 2025; and 
Site Plan/Narrative dated February 26, 2025; except as may be modified with City 
approval.  

8. All buildings, landscaping, and site improvements shall be maintained in good condition 
throughout the duration of the CUP.  

9. Outdoor storage of bulk materials and logs shall be contained within the approved area in 
the southeast corner of the Property. Maximum storage of bulk materials and logs shall 
not exceed 1300 cubic yards or 15 feet in height, at which time the materials will be 
chipped and hauled from the Property. 

10. All trucks hauling loose materials to and from the facility shall be covered to reduce 
airborne particulates. 

11. The contract storage of passenger vehicles shall be contained within the northmost, 
fenced in parking lot, and shall not exceed 57 vehicles at any one time.  

12. No company vehicles shall be stored in the front yard of the Property and shall not 
exceed the number of approved parking stalls. 

13. All site lighting shall be downcast and shrouded as required by Columbus Ordinance 
Section 7A-813 for outdoor lighting standards. 

14. Approval of the CUP does not absolve the applicant of any other permitting requirements 
such as Building, Watershed District, County, etc. 

15. The Applicant shall reimburse the City for all out-of-pocket expenses incurred in the 
review and issuance of the CUP and for all ongoing inspections and enforcement actions 
required for the CUP. 

16. No other uses or intensification are allowed on the Property without an amendment to the 
CUP. 

17. The CUP, once issued, may be revoked upon a finding by the City Council that the 
property and/or use is not in compliance with the conditions for approval of such use, 
following notice and hearing. 

18. The abandoned CUP issued to Unique Street LLC on April 22, 2020 is hereby 
terminated.  
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Please do not hesitate to contact me should you have any questions. 
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City of Columbus 
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 

CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT 
Interactive Technology Format 

(Statutes Section 13D.02) 
 
Notice is hereby given that a Public Hearing will be held by the City of Columbus Planning 
Commission on Wednesday, March 5, 2025 at 6:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as parties may be heard, 
the hearing will be conducted in person and by Interactive Technology at the Columbus City Hall 
located at 16319 Kettle River Blvd., Columbus, Minnesota to consider a request to allow an office and 
accessory storage space for a tree care company at 13733 Lake Drive in the Commercial Industrial 
(C/I) district. Members of the public interested in attending in person, monitoring the meeting, or 
wanting more information, should contact the City Offices at 651-464-3120 or visit the City Website at 
ColumbusMN.us. The hearing shall continue until all evidence and testimony has been received. 
 
Applicant:  Davey Tree Expert Co. (Attn: Travis McDonald) 
Property Owners:   DLW PROPERTIES LLC 
Property Location:  13733 Lake Drive NE, Columbus MN 
Legal Description: UNPLATTED TOWNSHIP OF COLUMBUS THAT PART OF THE SE1/4 OF 

NW1/4 OF SEC 33-32-22 ANOKA CNTY, MN LYING ELY OF THE ELY 
RT-OF-WAY LINE OF CNTY ST AID HWY NO 23 (FORMERLY KNOWN 
AS US HWY NO 8) LYING NLY OF THE S 239.10 FT AS MEAS AT RIGHT 
ANGLES TO & PRLL WITH THE S LINE OF SAID SE1/4 OF NW1/4 & 
LYING SLY OF THE N 865 FT AS MEAS ALONG THE E LINE OF SAID 
SE1/4 OF NW1/4 EX RDS SUBJ TO EASE OF REC, ANOKA COUNTY, MN 

 

Jack Davis 
Jack Davis, Zoning Administrator 

 
 
Submitted to the Forest Lake Times on Friday, February 14, 2025. 
Published in the Forest Lake Times on Thursday, February 20, 2025. 
Posted Thursday, February 20, 2025.  
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16319 Kettle River Blvd. 
Columbus, MN 55025 

Phone: (651) 464-3120 Ext.1008 
Website:  www.ColumbusMN.us 

S:\_PLZ - Planning\Form Rev 01.24.23 

APPLICATION FOR CONSIDERATION OF: CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT 

Application Information Form 

APPLICANT: 

Name: ____________________________  Phone: _______________  (Alt.): ________________  

Address:  ________________________________   Email:  

City:____________________________  State: _____________  Zip: ______________________  

OWNER: (If other than applicant) 

Name: ____________________________  Phone (work) ___________  (Alt.) ________________  

Address:  ________________________________   Email:  

City:_________________________________  State: ___________  Zip: ___________________  

Legal description of property: ______________________________________________________  

Lot(s) __________________  Block(s) _________________ Additions(s) ___________________  

Existing use of property: ___________________  Present zoning: ________________________  

Action Requested: 3OHDVH�FKHFN�RQH��¥�:  

Conditional Use Permit (CUP) ____ 

CUP Amendment ____ 

CUP for Planned Unit Development (PUD) ____ 

CUP for PUD Amendment ____ 

Brief description of the Conditional Use (this does not serve as the narrative submittal requirement) 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

1 of 3
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Rev 01.24.23 

AFFIRMATION OF SUFFICIENT INTEREST 

I hereby affirm that I am the fee title owner of the below described property or that I have 
written authorization from the owner to pursue the described action. 

Name of Applicant: 

Address of Applicant: 

City: State: Zip: 

Street Address of Subject Property: 

Legal Description of Subject Property: 

Signature: Date: 

If you are not the fee owner, attach another copy of this form which has been completed 
by the fee owner or a copy of your authorization to pursue this action. 

If a corporation is fee title holder, attach a copy of the resolution of the Board of Directors 
authorizing this action. 

If a joint venture or partnership is the fee owner, attach a copy of agreement 
authorizing this action on behalf of the joint venture or partnership. 

This affirmation is not submitted in lieu of sufficient title evidence. You will be 
required to submit a title opinion, certificate of title, or title insurance policy showing 
your interest in the property prior to final action by the City Council. 

S:\_PLZ - Planning\Form
3 of 3
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EXISTING 1 STORY
BUILDING
(5,850 SF)
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SITE PLAN

AS1.0

SITE PLAN 

SITE PLAN KEYNOTES
BITUMINOUS PARKING/ACCESS DRIVE - EXISTING TO REMAIN

CONCRETE SIDEWALK - EXISTING TO REMAIN

CLASS 5 PARKING/DRIVE AISLE - EXISTING TO REMAIN

GUEST PARKING - EXISTING

EMPLOYEE PARKING - EXISTING

NEW COMPANY VEHICLE PARKING ON EXISTING CLASS 5 SURFACE

NEW WOOD CHIP TEMPORARY STORAGE YARD

CHAIN-LINK FENCE - EXISTING TO REMAIN

DEMO EXISTING MONUMENT SIGN

NEW INTERNALLY LIT MONUMENT SIGN - UNDER SEPARATE PERMIT

NEW LANDSCAPING BED

EXISTING TREES TO BE PRUNED AND MAINTAINED

EXISTING TURF TO BE IMPROVED AND MAINTAINED

4 YARD TRASH AND 2 YARD RECYCLE. PROVIDE 6' CHAINLINK
ENCLOSURE WITH PRIVACY SLATS TO MATCH BUILDING AND 6"
BOLLARDS/GATE POSTS.  10'x16'x6" REINFORCED CONCRETE SLAB
(SLOPE AWAY FROM BUILDING).  PROVIDE (4) 4" BOLLARDS ALONG
REAR FACE.

(3) BLACK HILLS SPRUCE / PICEA GLAUCA 'DENSATA'. 6' B&B. SET IN PIT
3x WIDTH OF ROOTBALL. BACKFILL, WOOD MULCH AND PROVIDE (3)
STAKES AND STRAPPING PER TREE

CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT (CUP) NARRATIVE
Proposed Use: Storage of Professional Tree Care Vehicles, Wood Chips, and Passenger Vehicles

Project Overview
This application seeks approval for a Conditional Use Permit (CUP) to utilize the subject site for the storage of professional tree care vehicles, wood chips, and passenger vehicles. The proposed use aligns with the property's zoning designation and will support the operational
needs of a licensed tree care service provider.

Site Description
The site is a 2.07 acre property located at 13733 Lake Drive NE, currently zoned Commercial / Industrial (C/I). It is positioned in an area that includes a mix of commercial, industrial, and/or agricultural properties, making it suitable for the intended use. The site is accessible via
Lake Drive NE and has existing infrastructure to support vehicle access and storage. The existing site is used for storage of passenger vehicles.

Proposed Use and Operations
The property will be used for:

· Building Use: The existing building consists of approximately 5,850 square feet, including approximately 672 square feet of office space and 5,178 square feet of warehouse space. The office area will be used for administrative functions, employee coordination, and daily
operational planning. The warehouse will serve as storage for equipment, tools, and materials essential to the tree care business. The layout efficiently supports business operations while maintaining an organized and functional workspace.
Company vehicles and equipment will generally be serviced and repaired at a local business specializing in truck and equipment maintenance instead of at this facility.
The business operations with require a 4-yard trash dumpster and a 2-yard recycling dumpster, both with covers. They will be provided by a waste management company. These dumpsters will be placed in new trash enclosure, screening them from public view.

· Storage of Professional Tree Care Vehicles: This includes vehicles and equipment essential to the daily operations of a tree care company. Vehicles stored on-site will include arboricultural trucks such as chip trucks, aerial bucket trucks, debris grapple trucks, plant
health care trucks, and lawn care pickups. Additionally, the property will accommodate trailers for hauling equipment, mini articulating loaders, chippers, stump grinders, and dump trailers. All equipment will be stored in an organized manner to ensure efficiency and
maintain the aesthetic and functional integrity of the property.

· Wood Storage: Wood chips and logs generated from tree care operations will be temporarily stored on-site before being hauled for disposal or repurposing. The volume of stored material will fluctuate throughout the year, with peak production occurring during the growing
season. The designated storage area will accommodate a wood debris pile approximately 35 feet wide, 70 feet long, and 15 feet high. To manage this material efficiently, our mulch division in South Saint Paul will process all debris into mulch. Semi-trucks capable of
hauling 100 yards at a time will remove the material as needed. The hauling schedule is flexible, with trucks arriving every few weeks or whenever the storage reaches capacity, ensuring the site remains well-maintained. This operational approach is consistent with how we
manage all other Davey locations in the Twin Cities.

· Passenger Vehicle Parking: Parking will be provided for employees who arrive at the site before deploying to job locations as well as contract storage of vehicles for the neighboring automotive business.

Operations will primarily take place during standard business hours, typically from 5:30 AM to 6:00 PM, Monday through Friday, with occasional weekend activity.

Site Improvements and Mitigation Measures
To minimize any potential impact on neighboring properties and comply with local zoning requirements, the following measures will be implemented:

· Screening and Buffering: Existing fencing and landscaping will be repaired and maintained to present an organized and professional appearance.

· Dust and Noise Control:  Vehicle movement will be limited to operational hours to reduce noise disturbances. Employees will generally rrive between 5:30 AM and 7:00 AM and be dispatched to residential and commercial sites between 7:30 AM and 8:30 AM. Crews will
generally return between 3:30 PM and 6:00 PM. The site in question is to be a collection point with the wood mulch mulch being produced at the South St. Paul site.

· Stormwater and Environmental Compliance: Storage areas will be properly maintained to prevent runoff and ensure environmental protection.

Traffic and Access
Vehicle access will be via Lake Drive NE, utilizing existing entry points. The site will not generate excessive traffic beyond what is typical for similar commercial or industrial uses.

Conclusion
The proposed use is a necessary support function for a professional tree care service, providing essential storage while maintaining compliance with zoning and environmental regulations. The business operations will be conducted responsibly to minimize any adverse impact
on the surrounding area. We respectfully request approval of this Conditional Use Permit.

VICINITY MAP
13733 LAKE DRIVE NE  -  COLUMBUS, MN 55025
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COLUMBUS, MN

811 Glenwood Ave
Suite 390

Minneapolis, Minnesota

952.541.9969
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SITE INFORMATIONPARKING COUNTS
13733 LAKE DR NE     ( 33-32-22-24 )

LEGAL DESCRIPTION:
UNPLATTED TOWNSHIP OF COLUMBUS THAT PART OF THE SE1/4 OF NW1/4 OF SEC 33-32-22 ANOKA CNTY,
MN LYING ELY OF THE ELY RT-OF-WAY LINE OF CNTY ST AID HWY NO 23 (FORMERLY KNOWN AS US HWY NO
8) LYING NLY OF THE S 239.10 FT AS MEAS AT RIGHT ANGLES TO & PRLL WITH THE S LINE OF SAID SE1/4 OF
NW1/4 & LYING SLY OF THE N 865 FT AS MEAS ALONG THE E LINE OF SAID SE1/4 OF
NW1/4 EX RDS SUBJ TO EASE OF REC

ZONING - C/I - COMMERCIAL / INDUSTRIAL

BUILDING SETBACKS                                                                       PARKING SETBACKS
EXISTING BUILDING TO REMAIN                                           EXISTING PARKING AREAS TO REMAIN

REQUIRED:
ONE (1) STALL FOR EACH EMPLOYEE ON LARGEST SHIFT, ONE (1) SPACE FOR
EACH COMPANY OWNED TRUCK NOT STORED INSIDE AND GUEST PARKING
AS NECESSARY.

EMPLOYEES: 20
COMPANY VEHICLES: 16
GUEST PARKING:  2

PROVIDED:
EMPLOYEES: 20
COMPANY VEHICLES: 16
GUEST PARKING:  3
VEHICLE STORAGE: 56
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Existing Site: 13733 Lake Dr Ne 
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Note: The project narrative is included on the site plan. It is rewritten here by staff for readability.  

Proposed Use: Storage of Professional Tree Care Vehicles, Wood Chips, and Passenger Vehicles 

Project Overview 

This application seeks approval for a Conditional Use Permit (CUP) to utilize the subject site for the 
storage of professional tree care vehicles, wood chips, and passenger vehicles. The proposed use aligns 
with the property's zoning designation and will support the operational needs of a licensed tree care 
service provider. 

Site Description 

The site is a 2.07 acre property located at 13733 Lake Drive NE, currently zoned Commercial / Industrial 
(C/I). It is positioned in an area that includes a mix of commercial, industrial, and/or agricultural 
properties, making it suitable for the intended use. The site is accessible via Lake Drive NE and has 
existing infrastructure to support vehicle access and storage. The existing site is used for storage of 
passenger vehicles. 

Proposed Use and Operations 

The property will be used for: 

· Building Use: The existing building consists of approximately 5,850 square feet, including 
approximately 672 square feet of office space and 5,178 square feet of warehouse space. The 
office area will be used for administrative functions, employee coordination, and daily 
operational planning. The warehouse will serve as storage for equipment, tools, and materials 
essential to the tree care business. The layout efficiently supports business operations while 
maintaining an organized and functional workspace. Company vehicles and equipment will 
generally be serviced and repaired at a local business specializing in truck and equipment 
maintenance instead of at this facility. The business operations with require a 4-yard trash 
dumpster and a 2-yard recycling dumpster, both with covers. They will be provided by a waste 
management company. These dumpsters will be placed in new trash enclosure, screening them 
from public view. 

· Storage of Professional Tree Care Vehicles: This includes vehicles and equipment essential to 
the daily operations of a tree care company. Vehicles stored on-site will include arboricultural 
trucks such as chip trucks, aerial bucket trucks, debris grapple trucks, plant health care trucks, 
and lawn care pickups. Additionally, the property will accommodate trailers for hauling 
equipment, mini articulating loaders, chippers, stump grinders, and dump trailers. All equipment 
will be stored in an organized manner to ensure efficiency and maintain the aesthetic and 
functional integrity of the property. 

· Wood Storage: Wood chips and logs generated from tree care operations will be temporarily 
stored on-site before being hauled for disposal or repurposing. The volume of stored material 
will fluctuate throughout the year, with peak production occurring during the growing season. 
The designated storage area will accommodate a wood debris pile approximately 35 feet wide, 
70 feet long, and 15 feet high. To manage this material efficiently, our mulch division in South 
Saint Paul will process all debris into mulch. Semi-trucks capable of hauling 100 yards at a time 
will remove the material as needed. The hauling schedule is flexible, with trucks arriving every 

11



few weeks or whenever the storage reaches capacity, ensuring the site remains well-
maintained. This operational approach is consistent with how we manage all other Davey 
locations in the Twin Cities. 

· Passenger Vehicle Parking: Parking will be provided for employees who arrive at the site before 
deploying to job locations as well as contract storage of vehicles for the neighboring automotive 
business. 

Operations will primarily take place during standard business hours, typically from 5:30 AM to 6:00 PM, 
Monday through Friday, with occasional weekend activity. 

Site Improvements and Mitigation Measures 

To minimize any potential impact on neighboring properties and comply with local zoning requirements, 
the following measures will be implemented: 

· Screening and Buffering: Existing fencing and landscaping will be repaired and maintained to 
present an organized and professional appearance. 

· Dust and Noise Control: Vehicle movement will be limited to operational hours to reduce noise 
disturbances. Employees will generally arrive between 5:30 AM and 7:00 AM and be dispatched 
to residential and commercial sites between 7:30 AM and 8:30 AM. Crews will generally return 
between 3:30 PM and 6:00 PM. The site in question is to be a collection point with the wood 
mulch being produced at the South St. Paul site. 

· Stormwater and Environmental Compliance: Storage areas will be properly maintained to 
prevent runoff and ensure environmental protection. 

Traffic and Access 

Vehicle access will be via Lake Drive NE, utilizing existing entry points. The site will not generate 
excessive traffic beyond what is typical for similar commercial or industrial uses. 

Conclusion 

The proposed use is a necessary support function for a professional tree care service, providing essential 
storage while maintaining compliance with zoning and environmental regulations. The business 
operations will be conducted responsibly to minimize any adverse impact on the surrounding area. We 
respectfully request approval of this Conditional Use Permit. 
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City of Columbus Anoka County, Minnesota 

City Code, Chapter 7A:  GENERAL ZONING REGULATIONS 
 

 

Part of COL\CODE\CH7A.COD [Page printed 2/6/2024 2:21:00 PM] 

PAGE 7A-77 

equipment (trailers), and raw materials shall be located behind the principal building, 
except in the rear yard setback area. On through lots (double frontage lots), outside storage 
may also be located between the principal building and the side yard setback area. All 
outdoor storage shall be screened from adjacent properties and public roadways as 
required by the following standards: 
a. Required screening shall be at be at a height to effectively limit public view of outdoor 

storage area. 
b. Required screening shall be located entirely within the required setbacks. 
c. Required screening shall be at least ninety-five (95) percent opaque throughout the 

year. 
d. Required screening may be satisfied by one (1) or more of the following: 

1) A berm. 
2) A decorative fence with the finished side (side without structural supports) 

facing out. For the purpose of this section, a chain-link fence with slats or 
fabric materials is not a decorative fence. 

3) A decorative masonry wall. 
4) A hedge or other vegetative plantings that are planted at least three (3) feet in 

height and grow to the required height within two (2) years of installation. 
e. Required screening may be reduced by the City if the public view from adjacent 

property is limited due to wetlands or other permanent natural features. 
f. The construction of a lean-to or accessory structure for screening is permitted, 

provided that design standards for the specific zoning district are followed and 
maintained as required, as well as all other applicable standards in this Code, 
including structure setback and placement. 

g. The outside storage of raw materials cannot exceed the height of the required 
screening or must be setback far enough that the site line does not allow public view. 

h. A screening plan must be included in all land use applications that includes proposed 
outdoor storage. 

i. No outdoor storage shall occupy any required parking, driveway or maneuvering 
areas. 

j. The property owner shall be responsible for the restoration or repair of screening that 
becomes not in compliance with the approved screening plan. Approved screening 
must be maintained in a reasonable condition and shall not by reason of age, decay, 
accident, or otherwise be allowed to become and remain in a state of disrepair or 
noncompliance with approved screening plan. 

[§ 7A-737, added by Ord. No. 21-09, effective December 8, 2021.] 
 
SECTIONS 7A-738 through 7A-739. [Reserved for future use.] 
 
SECTION 7A-740. COMMERCIAL/INDUSTRIAL (C/I) DISTRICT DEFINED. The purpose of 
the Commercial/Industrial District is to encourage the establishment of areas for general commerce and 
business, retail sales, wholesale sales, and light Manufacturing. Activities would include retail outlets, 
service stations, eating and drinking establishments, and Manufacturing activities commonly located in an 
serving the local market. The overall character of the District is intended to be transitional in nature, thus 
industrial uses allowed in this district shall be limited to those which can compatibly exist adjacent to 
commercial and lower density activities. Due to the high volumes of traffic which usually accompany 
these business activities, it is absolutely necessary that C/I Districts be located on a collector or arterial as 
specified by the City of Columbus Comprehensive Plan. 
[§ 7A-740, formerly § 7A-713 and § 7A-715, added by Ord. No. 01-04, effective May 17, 2001, and amended by Ord. No. 02-01, effective 
May 17,2002, amended by Ord. No. 07-02, effective March 1, 2007; amended by Ord. No. 21-09, effective December 8, 2021.] 
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SECTION 7A-741. COMMERCIAL/INDUSTRIAL (C/I) DISTRICT DESCRIBED. The C/I 
District established upon adoption of the City Code and as modified by subsequent ordinance 
amendments is illustrated on the City of Columbus Official Zoning Map. 
[§ 7A-740, formerly § 7A-714, added by Ord. No. 01-04, effective May 17, 2001; amended by Ord. No. 21-09, effective December 8, 2021.] 

 
SECTION 7A-742. COMMERCIAL/INDUSTRIAL (C/I) DISTRICT PERMITTED USES. The 
following uses shall be permitted in the C/I District: 
 

A. Agricultural uses, except animal feedlots. 
B. Licensed day-care facilities and licensed pre-schools, accessory to a business or retail use and 

intended to serve the employees of the principal use. 
C. Parking structures as an accessory to the use for which they provide parking. 
D. Public pedestrian trails, but not public parks. 
E. Storage buildings. If the accessory building is secondary to the principal use, the accessory 

building shall be roofed and painted to be harmonious with the principal building. 
F. Accessory structures for single-family detached homes in existence in the C/I District on May 

1, 2003. 
G. Municipal buildings and facilities. 

[§ 7A-742, formerly § 7A-716, added by Ord. No. 01-04, effective May 17, 2001 and amended by Ord. No. 02-01, effective May 17, 2002, 
amended by Ord. No. 05-01, effective December 1, 2005, amended by Ord. 13-01, effective January 31, 2013; amended by Ord. No. 21-09, 
effective December 8, 2021.] 

 
SECTION 7A-743. COMMERCIAL/INDUSTRIAL (C/I) DISTRICT CONDITIONAL USES. 
As evidenced by the Comprehensive Plan, most lands in the City of Columbus are limited in their• 
capacity to be developed because of poor soil conditions, relatively high water table, lack of municipal 
water supply, lack of municipal sanitary sewer, and lack of municipal storm sewer. Until these municipal 
facilities become available, it will be necessary for nearly all C/I uses to be administered as Conditional 
Uses. The principal conditions employed to address these concerns are environmental and include such 
things as (i.) non-contamination of the groundwater system through utilization of containment systems for 
off-site waste disposal and lawful on-site sewage disposal systems; (ii.) installation of lawful wells for on-
site water supply; and, (iii.) installation of on-site or acquisition and installation of off-site surface water 
retention areas to nullify the impact of construction of impervious surfaces on the site. Environmental 
conditions are not the only conditions which may be placed upon a C/I use. Other conditions, intended to 
make the C/I use as harmonious as possible with it surrounding lawful uses, may be imposed by the City 
Council. The following uses shall be conditional in the C/I District: 
 

A. Artisan Shops. 
B. Brewery, Craft/Micro. 
C. Contractor Shops with accessory Contractor Yard-Limited. 
D. Contractor Shop with accessory Contractor Yard operating pursuant to an approved 

Conditional Use Permit in the C/I District on or before December 28, 2022. 
E. Catering Business. 
F. Communication towers and broadcast towers. 
G. Licensed day care facilities. 
H. Equipment Sales, Rental, and Repair. 
I. Lumber yards and sales. 
J. Gasoline sales and related convenience retail sales and car wash. 
K. Greenhouses, nurseries and retail sales of materials raised on the premises (and packaged 

seeds, soils, soil amendments, gardening tools and hard accessories). 
L. Implement and recreational vehicle sales and service. 

14

Eleanor.Hahn
Highlight

Eleanor.Hahn
Highlight



City of Columbus Anoka County, Minnesota 

City Code, Chapter 7A:  GENERAL ZONING REGULATIONS 
 

 

Part of COL\CODE\CH7A.COD [Page printed 2/6/2024 2:21:00 PM] 

PAGE 7A-79 

M. Machine shops, welding shops, and similar service establishments. 
N. Mortuaries, without crematoriums. 
O. Limited Production/Processing. 
P. Low Impact, High Technology Manufacturing. 
Q. Machinery and Equipment Repair, Heavy. 
R. Manufacturing, Light. 
S. Office. 
T. Restaurants and cafes. 
U. Retail stores and shops. 
V. Recreation Facility, Commercial. 
W. Vehicle service and repair businesses, and body shops, but not salvage operations or 

junkyards. 
X. Automotive, Travel Trailer, Farm Implement, and Construction Machinery Sales. 
Y. Veterinary animal hospital or clinic, including accessory product sales and small animal 

patient indoor boarding and grooming. 
Z. Warehousing and storage facilities. 
AA.  Wholesale Establishment. 
BB. Expansion of nonconforming uses, subject to the standards in Section 7A-481. 
CC. Adult Uses, subject to the standards in Section 7A-900. 

[§ 7A-743, formerly, § 7A-716, added by Ord. No. 01-04, effective May 17, 2001, amended by Ord. No. 05-01, effective December 1, 2005; 
amended by Ord. No. 21-09, effective December 8, 2021; amended by Ord. No. 22-11, effective January 12, 2023; amended by 23-01, effective 
May 4, 2023.] 

 
SECTIONS 7A-744. COMMERCIAL/INDUSTRIAL (C/I) DISTRICT INTERIM USES. 
 

A. Pawn shop and secondhand goods dealers. 
B. Residential dog kennels associated with owner occupied residences in existence in the C/I 

District on May 1, 2003. 
C. Mineral Extraction. 

[§ 7A-744, amended by Ord. No. 21-09, effective December 8, 2021; amended by Ord. No. 22-11, January 12, 2023.] 
 
SECTION 7A-745. COMMERCIAL/INDUSTRIAL (C/I) DISTRICT DESIGN STANDARDS. 
 

1. Principal structures and authorized accessory structures within the Commercial/Industrial 
District must be compatible with the predominant building appearance and style within the 
District. 
2. Building exteriors must consist of finished steel panels, glass panels, textured concrete 
block, pre-manufactured masonry panels, brick, stucco, and similar appearances. 
3. Building exposures facing public streets and dissimilar zoning districts must include a 
combination of approved materials that include no more than 50% metal exteriors. 
4. Landscaping must include a combination of overstory shade trees, ornamental tree, 
conifers, and foundation plantings. 
5. Foundation plantings may include shrubs, hedges, and perennial flowers. 
6. Shade trees are preferred along property lines and parking areas to establish a canopy 
effect at maturity. 
7. Conifers are encouraged to be planted in combination with screening for authorized 
storage areas. 
8. Ornamentals and foundation plantings are encouraged to be designed and planted in 
groupings to accent public exposures of the site. 
9. Landscaping quantities and planting standards shall be consistent with the provisions of 
this Code. 
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containing not less than .5% alcohol by volume, and which possesses the appropriate federal, 
state and municipal license and which produces more than 3,500 barrels of malt liquor in a 
calendar year. 
[§ 7A-201 8A, added to Chapter 7A, by Ord. No. 22-11, effective January 12, 2023.] 

8.B. “Catering Business” – A business that prepares food and or beverages to be delivered 
off site for consumption with no on site retail sales other than operation of an affiliated mobile 
food unit. 
[§ 7A-201 8B, added to Chapter 7A, by Ord. No. 22-11, effective January 12, 2023.] 

8.C. “Contractor Shop” – An establishment primarily engaged in the on-site provision of 
services for the construction, maintenance, cleaning, or repair of buildings, building components, 
and properties on a fee or contractual basis and may include office for the purpose of such 
business.  Such services may include, but are not limited to, plumbing, electrical, hearing and air 
conditioning, landscaping, roofing, painting, and general construction. 
[§ 7A-201 8C, added to Chapter 7A, by Ord. No. 22-11, effective January 12, 2023.] 

8.D. “Contractor Yard-Limited” – An establishment providing general contracting, 
building/site maintenance, or building construction services including but not limited to fleet 
vehicles, trailers, machinery, seasonal equipment and limited materials storage. 
[§ 7A-201 8D, added to Chapter 7A, by Ord. No. 22-11, effective January 12, 2023.] 

8.E. “Contractor Yard” – An establishment subject to an approved conditional use permit as 
of December 28, 2022 providing general contracting, building/site maintenance or building 
construction services including (but not limited to) outdoor storage or large construction 
equipment or machinery (loader, grader, bulldozer, scraper, crane, or similar), trailers, seasonal 
equipment, office space, fleet maintenance, and loose materials. 
[§ 7A-201 8E, added to Chapter 7A, by Ord. No. 22-11, effective January 12, 2023.] 

9. “Council” - The City Council of the City of Columbus.  “City Council” is a 
synonymous term. 
[§ 7A-201 9., formerly § 7A-201A 8., amended by Ord. No. 89-1, effective July 21, 1989, amended by Ord. No. 07-02, effective March 
1, 2007.] 

9A. “Board of Adjustment and Appeals” - The board which has the responsibility for 
hearing and deciding appeals arising under the Zoning regulations contained in Chapters 7A and 
7B.  If the City Council has not appointed a separate Board of Adjustments and Appeals, then the 
City Council shall sit as the Board of Adjustments and Appeals and shall be the final arbiter of 
Zoning matters arising under this Code.  The Board of Adjustments and Appeals shall have the 
powers and authority set forth in Minn. Stat. § 462.357 and § 462.359, as amended.   
[§ 7A-201 9.A, formerly § 7A-201A 8.A, amended by Ord. No. 89-1, effective July 21, 1989 and Ord. No. 89-17, effective December 8, 
1989.] 
[§ 7A-201 9A amended by Ord. No. 04-04A, effective June 3, 2004, amended by Ord. No. 07-02, effective March 1, 2007.] 

9A-1. “Broadcast Buildings” - Broadcast Buildings means buildings containing audio, video 
and satellite transmitting and receiving equipment and other related equipment and parts, 
including standby power generators and vehicles, used or useful for or in connection with 
continuous or stand-by use of Broadcast Tower or Accessory Equipment and Structures, and the 
use and operation of equipment contained in such Broadcast Buildings.   
[§ 7A-201 9A-1, formerly § 7A-201A 8.A-1, added by Ord. No. 96-11, effective Feb. 13, 1998.] 

9A-2. “Broadcast Tower” - Broadcast Tower means any tower, or towers, described in the 
original Conditional Use Permit issued hereunder to the property owner, greater than 150 feet in 
height above ground level used for continuous or stand-by broadcasting, transmitting, receiving 
or relaying of radio frequency signals.   
[§ 7A-201 9A-2, formerly § 7A-201A 8.A-2 added by Ord. No. 96-11, effective Feb. 13, 1998.] 

9B. “Buildable Area” is that portion of any Lot lying within the applicable setbacks which is 
not less than 5,000 square feet in area and which meets all of the following standards: 

(a) The depth to width ratio of the area does not exceed 2:1 and is not less than 1:2. 
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Planning Commission Application Review Checklist 

� Ensure that at least one member has completed a site visit 
� Zoning Code Review 

o Review the zoning district’s code. Ensure that the proposed use is allowed,
and performance standards are met.

o Review the use’s code. Some of the individual uses have corresponding
performance standards that need to be met.

� Potential Nuisance 
o Who are the neighbors? How will the proposal affect the neighbors? What

conditions can mitigate these effects?
� Landscaping and Architectural Review 

o How does it look? Does it fit the standards? Just because it fits the standards
does not mean you don’t have a say in proposing design changes.

� What’s left out? 
o Look for gaps in the narrative and plans that might have been missed in the

staff review. What seems off or left unanswered?
� Contact Staff 

o Whenever you have questions or concerns, try to contact staff members
prior to the meeting.

 Things to consider
• Noise, light and odor

 What are the hours of operation?
 What activities might disturb the neighbors?

• Traffic impacts
 What kind of vehicles will be coming each day? How many?
 What time of day will traffic be created?
 Are there currently traffic issues on the streets/intersections in the

neighborhood?
• Environmental impacts

 Is there any air or water pollution concerns?
• Aesthetic and neighborhood character

 How does the project fit into the character of the neighborhood?
 Are there any ways to make it fit better?
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