CITY OF COLUMBUS
PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING
INTERACTIVE TECHNOLOGY MEETING FORMAT
STATUTES SECTION 13D.021
10-16-2024

The 10-16-2024 Planning Commission Meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m Commission Chair
Lynn Carver-Quinn at the City Hall at 6:00 PM. Present were Planning Commission members, Robin
Wood, Bethany Barrette, and Scott Wendell, City Council Liaison Sue Wagamon City Administrator Jack
Davis, Planning and Zoning Tech Eleanor Hahn, Jesse Preiner, Ron Hanegraaf, Janet Hegland, John
Young, and Mark and William Guenther.

In attendance via interactive technology was City Planner Dean Johnson and Council Member Rob
Busch.

The meeting was held in an interactive technology meeting format.

1. CALL TO ORDER -Planning Commission Meeting — 6:00 p.m.

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

3. APPROVAL OF MEETING AGENDA Motion Carver-Quinn with the removal of item 7, Animal
Ordinance Presentation and Discussion. Second Wood. Motion carried with all in favor.

4. APPROVAL OF SEPTEMBER 18, 2024 PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES Motion
Wendell. Second Wood. Motion carried with all in favor.

5. PUBLIC OPEN FORUM Nothing at this time.

6. PRESENTATION AND DISCUSSION — Non-Binding Concept Review: Zoom Zone

Applicant Mark Guenther with Fenway Land Company begins by stating that he appreciates
the opportunity to present their concept plan for a parcel located off of Hornsby St Ne
(14925 Hornsby St Ne). He states that they have been looking at multiple parcels around the
area and have been working with City Staff to find an adequate location. However, the
proposed use is an outdoor go-kart track, which is not considered in any of the City’s zoning
districts. Fenway Land Company works with many different clients and feels that this
concept is the best fit for both Zoom Zone, and for other clients as well.

Guenther states that the parcel that they’ve decided on would be split into three lots, with
three different uses: a small office building on the western lot, a larger warehouse with
outdoor storage on the middle lot, and the Zoom Zone go-kart track on the eastern lot.
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He goes on to explain that karting is a growing sport across the nation, and that he
proposed track will be designed by a professional track company out of Europe (Kart 360).
He states that the karts themselves will be electric, and therefore generate much less noise
than the older gas-powered karts. Guenther states that they are looking for feedback from
the Planning Commission on whether or not they would consider allowing the use before
returning with a final track design.

He states the concept plan has a small facility on the lot with the track. He states that facility
will probably end up being larger than what is shown on the current plans, as they will need
an area to store and maintain the karts. There will also be indoor simulations for guests to
practice when weather prohibits track use. Zoom Zone is proposing evening hours of
operations, with longer hours during weekends. They would also be hosting weekend-long
tournaments where participants would bring their own personal karts. These tournaments
would be the only time where gas-powered karts would be allowed. Guenther says that
light and noise pollution was taken into consideration when choosing the location. He notes
that the parcel is far away from any residential areas. City Council Liaison Sue Wagamon
states that there is residential neighborhood on the other side of the wetland, east of the
property. This neighborhood is in Forest Lake, and she asks if we are required to notify
them. Davis says that it would be the ‘neighborly’ thing to do, but that we are not required
to. Wagamon asks if there are any similar outdoor tracks nearby, so she could visit and see
how loud the karts are. Guenther states that the karts are around 65 decibels. Wendell
confirms, saying that the packet states that is 65 decibels for electric karts, and 108 decibels
for the gas karts.

Carver-Quinn suggests pursuing an updated traffic study for Hornsby St. The last study was
done for Loves Travel Center, and Caver-Quinn states that that it might be inaccurate and
out of date. Davis says that it is something that we can look into. He states that the karting
track may cause issues if everything comes out at once. Carver-Quinn states that she
expects this business to be busy, and that it will have an impact on traffic. Hahn states that
the City will have to take a close look at the parking standards when a full application comes
in. Wendell asks where the trailers and karts will be stored during the tournament
weekends. Will participants be leaving them on the property overnight? He asks if people
will be looking for hotels, or will they be allowed to camp out in the parking lot itself.
Guenther states that he will have to clarify with their client, and that as of now, he does not
have exact answers on how their events would operate.

Guenther also states that this project would be processed as a Planned Unit Development
(‘PUD’), as the Zoom Zone Karting Track wouldn’t meet the required 7% building coverage
for the parcel. If all three parcels were considered under a PUD, the collective building
coverage would exceed the 7% minimum. Wagamon asks City Planner Dean Johnson to
clarify if that is something that our City Code would allow. Johnson explains that the PUD
process allows the City to waive dimensional criteria, in exchange for some community
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benefit. He states that the developers would have to come back with that proposal. Johnson
goes on to explain that the City does not have any jurisdiction over noise regulations. Noise
standards are made at a federal level and are enforced by the State, and all noise standards
are regulated in terms of daytime standards and nighttime standards. If the noise standards
are exceeded, the City can require additional fencing and landscaping to soften the amount
of noise. Johnson states that the he expects this facility to meet all the noise standards, and
that the City can limit any certain activity that do not. For example, only allowing gas-
powered karts during the daytime hours.

The Planning Commission has no further questions and show support for the concept plan
to move forward in the permitting process.

7. PLANNER COMMISSIONER’S REPORT Nothing at this time.
8. PLANNING & ZONING TECH REPORT Nothing at this time.

9. ADJOURN Motion Barrette. Second Wendell. Motion carried with all in favor. Meeting
adjourned at 6:40 p.m.

Cloanor Hakn

Respectfully Submitted: Recording Secretary Eleanor Hahn.
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