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CITY OF COLUMBUS
JOINT CITY COUNCIL & PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING
INTERACTIVE TECHNOLOGY MEETING FORMAT
STATUTES SECTION 13D.021
10-02-2024

The 10-02-2024 joint meeting of the City of Columbus City Council and Planning Commission was
called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Bethany Barrette at City Hall on the date of the regular Planning
Commission meeting. Present were City Councilmembers Rob Busch, Ron Hanegraaf, Janet Hegland
and Sue Wagamon; Planning Commission members Bethany Barrette, and Scott Wendel; City
Administrator Jack Davis; City Planner Dean Johnson; and Planning and Zoning Tech Eleanor Hahn.
Also in attendance was Thea, Sharee, and Adam Janitschke, and Joshua Sturman.

In attendance via interactive technology was Mayor Jesse Preiner and Planning Commission member
Robin Wood.

Absent from the meeting was Planning Commission member Lynn Carver-Quinn.
The meeting was held in an interactive technology meeting format.

1. CALL TO ORDER -Planning Commission Meeting — 6:00 p.m.
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

3. APPROVAL OF MEETING AGENDA Motion Hegland. Second Wagamon. Motion carried with
all in favor.

4. APPROVAL OF AUGUST 7, 2024 JOINT PLANNING COMMISSION AND CITY COUNCIL
MEETING MINUTES Motion Wendell. Second Wagamon. Motion carried with all in favor.

5. APPROVAL OF SEPTEMBER 4, 2024 JOINT PLANNING COMMISSION AND CITY COUNCIL
MEETING MINUTES Motion Wood. Second Hanegraaf. Motion carried with all in favor.

6. PUBLIC OPEN FORUM Nothing at this time.

7. PUBLIC HEARING — WOODS OF E AND B PLAT

At this time, a Public Hearing was held to consider an application for a Preliminary and Final
Plat creating one (1) new lot in the Rural Residential (RR) zoning district. Planning and
Zoning Technician read the Public Hearing Notice aloud. Separate Public Hearing Minutes
are prepared.
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The proposed plat would create one new, 5-acre residential lot. The property had previously
received a variance to allow for a shared driveway between the lots, as the lot will only be
accessible via an existing, unimproved driveway which is shared with two existing
properties. Applicant Adam Janitschke explains that improving the driveway to a road would
heavily impact the nearby wetlands, and that there is only enough developable land for this
one additional lot. Wendell asks if the required driveway maintenance agreement would
transfer to subsequent property owners. Hahn clarifies that the maintenance agreement
would transfer with the land, and any disputes over the driveway would be a civil matter
between the property owners.

Motion Wendell to recommend approval of the Woods of E and B Preliminary and Final Plat to
the City Council, based on the Findings of Facts and subject to the Conditions listed in the
Planning Staff Report dated 09/25/2024. Second Wood. Motion carried with Wendell, Wood, and
Barette in favor.

8. DISCUSSION — CANNABIS ORDINANCE

City Planner Dean Johnson begins the discussion by reviewing the questions he had sent to
the Office of Cannabis Management (‘OCM’), and the responses he received. Johnson
explains that the OCM is extremely difficult to get in contact with. There is not an available
phone number, and the only way to contact them is through a contact form on the website.
The first issue Johnson was hoping to resolve is the conflict between existing statutes and
the new cannabis licensing process. Established statute states that the City will have 60 days
to approve any planning application; however, the cannabis process states that the City will
only have 30 days to certify a pre-application once it is received from the State. He states
that this is especially concerning as the pre-application does not require a location, which
makes it impossible for the City to approve its zoning, or if the lot is current on all property
taxes. Johnson states that there was no clear answer from the OCM regarding this conflict,
and it was suggested that we consult our local attorney.

The second question was regarding limiting Cannabis Events to other, licensed facilities.
Johnson also asked if the City could limit the number of these events. The OCM responded
by stating that the City could place reasonable restrictions of the time, place, and manner of
operation, provided that our restrictions do not prohibit the establishment or operation of a
business. These Cannabis Events prohibit the use of alcohol and tobacco, similar to the
micro business, and that City is also allowed to prohibit cannabis consumption. The City
could also limit consumption to only edibles, and prohibit the smoking of flower. Johnson
states that the Cannabis Events can be restricted as openly or as closed as the Planning
Commission and City Council would like. The remaining questions were not fully answered,

and Johnson recommends seeking a legal opinion from the City Attorney.
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Johnson states that the OCM has received 1,817 pre-applications between mid-July and
August. 586 of those were for Micro-Businesses and 578 were for Retailers. There is no cap
for Micro-Businesses, but there is a cap of 50 Retailers for this process.

Councilmember Wagamon asks if the state could send pre-application referrals to the City
before the end of the year. Johnson responds, saying that the City will not receive referrals
until the rules are established. They don’t expect the rules to be adopted until early 2025.
Johnson goes on to say that there were 372 Mezzo-Business applications, and there is a cap
of 10 for that type. There were 45 manufacturing applications, which caps at 24, and 57
cultivator applications, which caps at 50. These numbers show that roughly 80% of total
pre-applications were in the retail market. Planning Commissioner Wendell asks where
Johnson found this information, who responds by saying that it was just recently sent to
him, and that he will send it to everyone after the meeting. Johnson also mentions that the
City of St Paul currently registers Low Potency Hemp businesses. The City of Columbus does
not currently regulate these products or businesses. The State is working on a registration
process for the Low Potency Hemp sales; however, the City could create it’s own licensing
procedures. Johnson states that neither Minneapolis nor St. Paul are putting limits on the
number of retail licenses in they will allow.

Councilmember Hanegraaf asks if Johnson finds the low number of manufacturing and
cultivator applications shocking. Wagamon clarifies that this is only the social equity pre-
application. Johnson states that it is expected the majority of the pre-applications would be
for retail, as the other business types require more experience and financial backing.
Johnson expresses his frustration with the lack of response, as well as the contradictions of
the statue. Councilmember Hegland asks who the OCM reports to. Johnson says that he
does not have a precise answer; however, it would be the department of administration and
the constitutional officers, as well as the attorney general. Councilmember Wagamon asks if
the City could extend the moratorium, and Johnson responds by saying that we cannot.

Johnson proceeds to go through the draft ordinance. He first recommends that the City
create a license for cannabis retail, and possibly temporary events. He goes on to say that
even if the City is issuing a license for the event, that we can still require an IUP. The license
provisions would be in Chapter 4 of the City Code. He goes on to add the necessary
definitions to Chapter 7, and also suggests removing the numerical organizational system
from the definitions to simplify the Code. Wagamon and Hegland agrees; however, Wendell
states that he would like to keep the numbers. Johnson states that there is a new definition
that has not been discussed yet regarding volatile solvents. This new definition would allow
the City to only allow solvents in specific districts.
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The proposed ordinance lists out which of the businesses are allowed in each district, under
a Conditional Use Permit, as discussed in previous meetings. Johnson states that there are
several things that we cannot create standards for, and must be left up to the State. These
include noise, odor, air quality and water quality. Johnson addresses previous concerns
regarding water consumption and wastewater, and although he says that he is not an
expert, he has not seen any issues or concerns regarding cannabis businesses and water.

Johnson recommends keeping the licensing and performance provisions simple, and to
primarily rely on the State’s regulations. The City does not have the expertise, nor the staff,
to properly regulate this field.

Councilmember Hegland states that there was never a consensus to utilize Conditional Use
Permits for these businesses, and advocates for Interim Use Permits. Johnson says that he is
not seeing any Interim Uses in other City’s ordinances. Furthermore, that State Statute’s
intent for Interim Uses are for uses with a specific timeline, and are not meant for uses with
brick-and-mortar facilities. He also states that any business that loses their license, would
immediately become noncompliant with their CUP. Hegland argues that since the license
would require an annual review anyway, that that process would line up with an IUP. She
believes that the City should utilize IUPs, since so much of the rules are still up in the air.
This way, the permit can be amended as things change on a State level, and IUPs are not
transferable with the land.

Hegland asks how the current ordinance prohibiting smoking in public, or public facing
places play out with the temporary events. Again, he states that the City does not
need to allow smoking at these events at all.

Johnson outlines next steps, including getting a legal opinion on the outstanding
guestions, creating licensing provisions, and continuing to monitor other cities’ ordinances.
Wagamon states that she believes the City has a good head start with the zoning elements
of this ordinance, and Johnson agrees. The Planning Commission and City Council reaffirm
their previous decision to allow three retail licenses. Johnson reiterates that the City will
only allow indoor cultivation after Hegland asks for confirmation. All cannabis businesses
are taxed and regulated as commercial, even cultivation, and they will have to comply with
commercial building standards.

9. PUBLIC OPEN FORUM Nothing at this time.

10. PLANNER COMMISSIONER’S REPORT Nothing at this time.
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11. PLANNING & ZONING TECH REPORT City Administrator informs the Planning Commission
and City Council that Barb Bobick has resigned the Planning Commission. There is a
candidate for her replacement appearing before the personnel committee next week, and if
she is a good fit, she may be ready for the next Planning Commission meeting. Planning and
Zoning Technician Eleanor Hahn reminds everyone that the fall ColumBiz event will be held
at Running Aces tomorrow, from 4 pm to 6 pm. All Planning Commissioners and City Council
Members are invited to attend.

12. ADJOURN Motion Busch. Second Wagamon. Motion carried with all in favor. Meeting
adjourned at 7:47 p.m.

Coanor fakin

Respectfully Submitted: Recording Secretary Eleanor Hahn.
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