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CITY OF COLUMBUS 
PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 

INTERACTIVE TECHNOLOGY MEETING FORMAT 
STATUTES SECTION 13D.021 

08-21-2024 
 
The 08-21-2024 Planning Commission meeting for the City of Columbus was called to order by 
Commission Vice-Chair Barb Bobick at the City Hall at 6:00 PM. Present were Planning Commission 
members, Barb Bobick, Robin Wood, and Scott Wendell, City Council Liaison Janet Hegland, City 
Administrator Jack Davis, Planning and Zoning Tech Eleanor Hahn, Jesse Preiner, James Skeie, Brenna 
Skeie, and Nick Bently.  

In attendance via interactive technology was City Planner Dean Johnson  

Absent from the meeting was Planning Commission members Lynn-Carver-Quinn and Bethany Barrette. 

The meeting was held in an interactive technology meeting format. 

1. CALL TO ORDER –Planning Commission Meeting – 6:00 p.m.  
 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 

3. APPROVAL OF MEETING AGENDA Motion Wood. Second Wendell. Motion carried with all in 
favor. 

 
4. PUBLIC HEARING– MTW TRUCK WASH CUP  

At this time a public hearing to consider a request for a Conditional Use Permit allowing a, 
indoor truck wash facility in the Highway Commercial (HC) zoning district. Separate public 
hearing minutes are prepared. 
 
Planning Commissioner Wendell states that long-distance truck drivers have strict rules  
regarding downtime. He asks whether it would become an issue of trucks driving at idle  
speed back and forth from Love’s, in order to comply with the speed limits, set in  
mandatory downtime. James Skeie states that truck drivers are allowed personal  
conveyance, and has no experience of trucks driving at idle speed to get washed  
during downtime.  
 
Wendell asks if Skeie would consider solely daytime hours, to avoid possible  
hazards. Skeie responds that the facility would only be able to function if they were allowed  
24-hour operation with the automatic bay.  
Planning Commissioner Wood asks if the facility would cause backups of trucks along  
Hornsby Street, as they line up for a bay. Skeie states, that from experience, drivers will not  
wait in line for wash if there are already two or three trucks waiting. Wood also asks how  
the trucks will get out if there is a shut down. Skeie states that they would still be allowed to  
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pull through the inoperable bay in order to get back to Hornsby Street.  
Bobick asks if they will be doing interior washes, and Skeie confirms that they will not be  
doing any bull trailer or livestock washouts.  
 
Nick Bently describes the daily water-usage estimates, and Bobick asks if our system can  
handle the increase. City Administrator Davis states that, although the City does not have a  
water storage system, the wells produce enough water for the project. The DNR and Met  
Council will have to be involved in that process, but the City is currently working at a 20%  
capacity.  
 
Discussion will be continued until the next Planning Commission meeting on September 4th. 
 

5. PUBLIC OPEN FORUM Nothing at this time. 
 

6. PLANNER COMMISSIONER’S REPORT Nothing at this time. 
 

7. PLANNING & ZONING TECH REPORT Hahn reminds the Commission that the next meeting 
on September 4th will be a joint meeting with the City Council to discuss the Cannabis 
Ordinance. 

 
8. ADJOURN Motion Wood. Second Wendell. Motion carried with all in favor. Meeting 

adjourned at 6:29 p.m. 
 
 
 
 

Respectfully Submitted: Recording Secretary Eleanor Hahn. 


