City of Columbus
Joint City Council & Planning Commission Meeting
Hybrid Interactive Technology Format

MN Statute, Section 13D.021
02.21.2024

The 02.21.24 joint meeting of the City of Columbus City Council and Planning Commission was called to
order at 6:02 p.m. by Mayor Jesse Preiner at City Hall. Present were Mayor Jesse Preiner, City
Councilmembers Rob Busch, Ron Hanegraaf, Janet Hegland and Sue Wagamon; Planning Commission
members Lynn Carver-Quinn, Bethany Barrette, Barb Bobick, and Robin Wood; Interim City
Administrator Jack Davis; Assistant City Attorney Megan Rogers; Planning and Zoning Tech Eleanor
Hahn.

Also in attendance: Myron and Cindy Angel; Gail Nicklason; John Young; one unidentified member of the
public attended via teleconference.

Not in attendance: Planning Commissioner Judy Huntosh.

A. CALLTO ORDER
1. Call to Order Regular Meeting — 6:02 p.m.
2. Pledge of Allegiance

B. APPROVAL OF MEETING AGENDA

Motion by Carver-Quinn to approve the Agenda as submitted. Second by Busch. Motion carries with all
in favor.

C. APPROVAL OF SEPTEMBER 20, 2023 JOINT MEETING MINUTES

Motion by Hegland to approve the September 20, 2023 joint meeting minutes as submitted. Second by
Carver-Quinn. Motion carries with all in favor.

D. PUBLIC OPEN FORUM — Nothing at this time.
E. PRESENTATION AND DISCUSSION — CANNABIS BUSINESSES STUDY

City Attorney Megan Rogers explained that in August of 2023, Minnesota approved the cultivation,
manufacturing, and sale of adult-use cannabis. The legislation calls for the formation of the Office of
Cannabis Management, which is tasked with the development of rules, licensing, and enforcement for
this new industry.

Rogers presented the status of the current regulations, how the City is limited and permitted in making
regulations, and possible ordinance changes proposed by the City Attorney for licensing for sale,
manufacture and cultivation. Each city will be required to allow at least one retail business, but the
number of licenses will be limited by the State. The State Office of Cannabis Management is still seeking a
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director; however, the office does have a newsletter to keep the public updated. Statistics indicate a
“robust” market for cannabis products in Minnesota. The State is supposed to have regulations in place
by Jan. 1, 2025. Rogers recommended the City also adopt a timeline. She compared the process and
regulations for cannabis businesses to the rules for micro-breweries and said they will be very similar.
Licenses will be issued by the State but the City will be able to charge licensing fees and put some limits
on number and location of uses. The City will potentially be able to receive a share of cannabis licensing
revenue from the State to be shared with the county. Some cities are choosing to run their own cannabis
shop in the manner of a municipal liquor store.

Davis noted a municipal store could be a source of revenue but also a source of challenges, such as
staffing and the cost to build and maintain the facility.

City Council and Planning Commission members asked clarifying questions of Rogers.

Rogers suggested the City use a process to receive public input for zoning and ordinance changes. She
explained the difference between hemp and cannabis products. She said cannabis is still illegal on the
federal level.

The Council and Commission members questioned if having a City-owned cannabis business would
impact the City’s eligibility for federal grants. Rogers explained that a city-owned cannabis business
would technically be against federal laws, and could potentially render applications ineligible for federal
grant funding. Rogers recommended the City Council and Planning Commission should consider joint
meetings every two months to deal with this process.

Due to possible impacts on federal grants and the fact that the City does not have a municipal liquor
store, the City Council and Planning Commission consensus was that the City should not pursue a
municipal cannabis store at this time but that the City’s attorneys should continue to follow
developments in the law and present actions to consider prior to Jan. 1, 2025.

F. DISCUSSION—POLICY FOR PLANNING COMMISSION APPROVAL

Davis presented a draft policy for procedures for the Planning Commission that would detail the process
for reviewing applications. The policy would concern applications that require public hearings and would
call for the public hearing at one meeting and a Planning Commission discussion and decision regarding a
recommendation at the next meeting in two weeks. Davis said it would give applicants a better
expectation of what the process and timeline would be and give the City more time to research questions
raised during the public hearing and by council members who attended the hearing. Special meetings
could be called to address time-sensitive issues. The new policy would be voted on by the City Council
only.

Carver-Quinn said there are situations where there are no issues and the Planning Commission would be
ready to make a recommendation at the same meeting. She said she felt the City Council would be micro-
managing their appointed Planning Commission.

Hegland said the delay would be an opportunity for Council feedback and questions to come back to the
Planning Commission before its second review, providing them with additional information to consider in
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making their recommendation.

Wood said consistency in dealing with applicants is important.

Motion by Preiner to adopt the Policy for the Planning Commission as presented in the amended packet
for the Feb. 21 meeting. Seconded by Hegland. Motion carries with all City Council members voting
in favor.

G. PLANNING COMMISSIONER’S REPORT

There were no reports.

H. CITY ADMINISTRATOR’S & PLANNING & ZONING TECH REPORT

The City Administrator did not have a report.

Hahn reminded everyone to bring in their physical books to be updated.

|.  ADJOURNMENT

Motion by Busch to adjourn. Second by Carver-Quinn. Motion carries with all in favor.
Meeting adjourned at 7:50 p.m.

Respectfully submitted:

(Toanor fNakn

Eleanor Hahn, Planning and Zoning Technician

Drafted by: Carol Shukle
TimeSaver Off Site Secretarial, Inc.
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