
 
 

 

City of Columbus 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

INTERACTIVE TECHNOLOGY MEETING FORMAT 

(Statutes Section 13D.02) 

Liquor License 

 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a Public Hearing will be held by the Columbus City Council 

on Monday, November 20, 2023 at 6:00 p.m. or as soon thereafter as parties may be heard, and 

will be conducted in an Interactive Technology Format and held at the Columbus City Hall 

located at 16319 Kettle River Blvd., Minnesota to review a request by the license applicant for 

on-sight “3.2% Off Sale Malt Liquor” liquor license. Members of the public interested in 

attending in person or monitoring the meetings should contact the City Offices at 651.464.3120 

or visit the City Website for information at ColumbusMN.us. The hearing shall continue until 

all evidence and testimony has been received. 

  
License Applicant: Holiday Stationstores, LLC 

Trade Name d/b/a: Holiday Stationstores #2746408 

Property Owner: Holiday Stationstores, Inc. 

Property Location: 9444 Lake Dr NE 

    Columbus, Minnesota 

                            PIN:                                           24-32-22-13-0002    

               Legal Description:    THAT PRT OF NE1/4 OF SEC 24 TWP 32 RGE 22 DESC AS FOL:  

                                                                              COM AT NE COR OF SD 1/4, TH N 89 DEG 47 MIN 24 SEC W  

                                                                             (ASSD BRG) ALG N LINE THEREOF 2365.63 FT, TH S 1360.99 FT  

                                                                             TO SLY R/W, ANOKA COUNTY, MINNESOTA 

Lorie Spangler 
Lorie Spangler 

Deputy Clerk 

             

    Submitted to the Forest Lake Times on November 3, 2023 
Published in the Forest Lake Times on November 9, 2023  

Posted on November 9, 2023 



 

 

 

Memorandum 
 

To: Mayor and City Council, City of Columbus 

From: Jacob W. Steen, Douglas P. Junker 

Date: November 20, 2023 

Re: Holiday Stationstores, LLC – 2023 3.2% Malt Liquor Off-Sale License 

 

Introduction 

The City of Columbus (the “City”) has received an application (the “Application”) from Holiday 

Stationstores, LLC (“Holiday”) to sell 3.2% malt liquor pursuant to City Code Section 4-507.B.  

Holiday is a gas station and convenience store located at 9444 Lake Drive NE (“Licensed 

Premises”).  This memorandum provides a summary of the Application, an analysis of compliance 

with Minnesota liquor licensing requirements, and recommends approval of the 3.2% off-sale malt 

liquor license. 

The Council is asked to approve the license to March 31, 2024, to bring the license in alignment 

with City Code Section 4-506.  The applicant was charged a pro-rated fee in consideration of the 

shortened license period. 

Discussion 

1. Background Checks and Review of Licensing Criteria 

We have reviewed the application materials and have confirmed that the materials submitted, 

including character references, satisfy state and local requirements.  The current applicants (the 

“Applicants”) are as follows: 

a. Gary Melburn Bran, VP of Operations 

b. Kathleen Kerr Cunnington, Treasurer and Sr. VP Global Shared Services 

A compliance check was completed with nothing to report. 

Minnesota law requires that background checks are conducted for all liquor license applications. 

Minn. Stat. § 340A.402, subd. 2.  The Anoka County Sheriff’s department has conducted the 

background checks on each of the Applicants.  None of the background checks identified any record 



2. 

of liquor law violations in the last five years that would preclude issuance of the license under state 

law or City code. 

2. Licensed Premises 

The Application indicates the 3.2% malt liquor will be kept in the walk-in cooler within the 

convenience store.  Access to alcoholic beverages must be limited during the restricted hours of 

operation, which are as follows: No sale of 3.2 beer may be made between 2:00 A.M. and 8:00 A.M. 

Monday through Saturday, nor between 2:00 A.M. and Noon on Sunday. 

3. Financial Responsibility (Insurance) Minn. Stat. Sec. 340A.409 

Pursuant to Minnesota Statutes Section 340A.409, subd 4(2), the applicant is exempt from providing 

insurance because it has not had off-sale liquor sales exceeding $50,000 of 3.2% malt liquor for 

the preceding year.  The applicant has provided the necessary affidavit to obtain the exemption. 

4. Security and Safe Service Requirements 

The Application does provide a summary of the security and Identification requirements to ensure 

the safe service of 3.2% alcohol.  All sales of alcoholic 3.2% malt liquor must comply with 

applicable conditions and regulations below, including limited hours of operation and sales. 

Recommendation 

We recommend approval of the Application, subject to the following conditions required under 

Minnesota law and City Code of Ordinances, Chapter 4: 

1. This license is subject to compliance with all applicable federal, state and local laws, rules 

and regulations. 

2. No sale of 3.2 beer may be made between 2:00 A.M. and 8:00 A.M. on the days of Monday 

through Saturday, nor between 2:00 A.M. and Noon on Sunday. 

3. Holiday must continue to meet all additional liquor license conditions set forth in the City 

Code, Section 4-517: 

a. Licensee is responsible for the conduct of the place of business and the conditions of 

sobriety and order in it.  The act of any employee on the licensed premises is deemed 

the act of a licensee as well, and the licensee shall be liable to all penalties provided 

by this ordinance and the law equally with the employee. 

b. Licensee shall allow any peace officer, health officer, City employee, or any other 

person designated by the Council to conduct compliance checks and to otherwise 

enter, inspect, and search the premises of the licensee during business hours and after 

business hours during the time when customers remain on the premises without a 

warrant. 

c. Compliance with financial responsibility requirements of state law and of this 

ordinance is a continuing condition of any license. 



3. 

d. The City may require the production of such documents or information, including 

but not limited to books, records, tax filings, audited financial statements or pro 

forma financial statements as it deems necessary or convenient to enforce these 

provisions.  The City may also obtain its own audit or review of such documents or 

information, and all licensees shall cooperate with such a review, including prompt 

production of requested records. 

4. No person under the age of 18 years shall be employed in any rooms constituting the place 

in which intoxicating liquors or 3.2 percent malt liquor are sold at retail on sale, except that 

persons under the age of 18 may be employed as musicians or to perform the duties of a bus 

person or dishwashing services in places defined as a restaurant, hotel, motel or other multi-

purpose building serving food in rooms in which intoxicating liquors or 3.2 percent malt 

liquor are sold at retail on sale. City Code Sec. 4-519. 

Please feel free to contact us regarding any questions on our review of the Application. 

Pursuant to Minnesota Statutes Section 340A.403, subd. 4, within ten days of the issuance of a 

license under this section, the City must forward the Certification of 3.2% Liquor License to the 

Minnesota Department of Public Safety, Alcohol and Gambling Enforcement Division. 

4867-1266-6938, v. 1 
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