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MEMORANDUM 
 

Date: September 18, 2023 

To: Mayor and City Council Members 

C: Elizabeth Mursko, City Administrator  
 Jim Windingstad, Public Works Director 

From: Kevin F. Bittner, City Engineer 
 Carissa Kranz, Permit Coordinator 
 Sean Lessard, Code Compliance Inspector 

Subject: Residential Driveway Aprons in Thurnbeck Preserve I, II & III 
 BMI Project No.: 0R1.129677 
 
We have become aware that there are several driveway aprons in the Thurnbeck Preserve 
developments that do not meet city specifications.  The driveway apron is defined as that area of a 
driveway between the edge of the city roadway and the right-of-way line, or in other words, that 
segment of the driveway that is situated on the public right-of-way.   
 
The specifications for the driveway apron are as described in Chapter 7A, section 7A-803 of the city 
code, and as illustrated in Illustration No. 4 of the 7A appendix.  These specifications require that if the 
roadway surface is paved, as they are in the Thurnbeck Preserve developments, then the minimum 
requirement for the driveway apron surface is bituminous, with concrete as an allowable upgrade.  The 
purpose of the apron standard is to protect the edge of the city’s roadway from damage and to limit the 
amount of sediment tracking onto the street.   
 
At last count in mid-June of this year, there was one apron in Thurnbeck Preserve I, thirteen aprons in 
Thurnbeck Preserve II and one apron in Thurnbeck Preserve III that have gravel aprons, which does not 
meet the required surfacing standard of either bituminous or concrete.  City staff conducted a meeting 
with developer Tom Carlisle to discuss this situation and he indicated that he was not aware of this city 
standard when developing the subdivision, nor does he have a means of correcting the situation now 
that these homes have been completed and turned over to the home owners.   
 
To address this driveway apron non-compliance, the following options are offered: 
 
Option 1 – Homeowner Notification 
Under this option, each homeowner that has a gravel driveway would be notified in writing and advised 
of the city requirements under Chapter 7A ,and provided a reasonable timeline to bring their apron into 
compliance.  A suggested timeline would be to notify each homeowner in early October and provide 
until September 30, 2024 (or other date as considered reasonable) to bring the apron into code 
compliance. 
 
 

1

1



Residential Driveway Aprons in Thurnbeck Preserve I, II & III 

September 18, 2023  

Page 2 of 2 

 

 

 
Option 2 – Conduct a City-run Driveway Apron Paving Project  
Under this option, the city would initiate an apron paving project under Minnesota Statute 429, which 
allows the city to assess the cost of the project to the benefitting properties.  This would ensure that all 
the aprons get paved in a timely fashion and provides a mechanism for the homeowner to finance the 
cost.  The City would develop the bidding documents, take bids on the project, award the bid, and 
administer the construction contract.  The City Council would set the term length and interest rate for 
paying back the assessment.  With this option, the City would need to carry the cost of the project until 
all assessments are paid back.  A ball park cost estimate for this project is roughly $20,000.   
 
Option 3 – Do Nothing 
This option will allow the homeowners to leave the aprons as is if they so choose, but this obviously 
does not bring the aprons back into compliance with city code.   

 
Based on evaluation of these alternatives, city staff recommends that we begin this process with Option 
1.  Option 2 could be utilized as a follow-up to this option if there are aprons remaining in non-
compliance and the city elects not to utilize enforcement actions as provided for in the code.  Option 3 is 
not recommended as this allows for a precedence of non-compliance and does not provide the means 
to protect the city’s infrastructure.   
 
Please contact Carissa Kranz or me if you have any questions on this information and recommendation.   
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CENTRAL REGION 
1200 WARNER ROAD 

SAINT PAUL, MN 55106 
651-259-5800

 

September 11, 2023 

Chris Otterness 
District Engineer, Rice Creek Watershed District 
4325 Pheasant Ridge Dr NE 
Blaine, MN 55449 

Re: Anoka County Ditch 10-22-32, DNR Response to Repair Inquiry 

Dear Mr. Otterness: 

Thank you for initiating a meeting with DNR staff on August 9, 2023, to discuss a potential Rice Creek Watershed 
District (RCWD) repair on Anoka County Ditch (ACD) 10-22-32 and for providing several reports and exhibits 
after the meeting.  The purpose of this letter is to respond to your request for further guidance from DNR on the 
specific DNR form of authorization, should RCWD decide to pursue the repair.  

In the meeting on August 9, you informed DNR staff that RCWD is tentatively interested in pursuing “Alternative 
4 - Full ACSIC” as described in an internal RCWD technical memo (RCWD Memo) dated January 23, 2023.  The 
purpose of the options presented in the technical memo is to restore drainage capacity to a portion of ACD 10-
22-32.  As described in the RCWD Memo, Alternative 4 (full ACSIC model) assumes ACSIC grade in the ditch and
lowers the Pine Street, 137th Ave and Jodrell Street culverts to ACSIC grade. All other crossings remain at their
surveyed elevations. The repair is intended to represent a full restoration of drainage system capacity of ACD 10-
22-32 to the ACSIC.

In 2016 the DNR hydrographic survey crew determined the Ordinary High Water Levels (OHWLs), and the water 
level control locations and elevations for public waters #02-529P and #02-536W.  This survey also determined 
that the 137th St culvert controls the water level in #02-529P and that the water level control for #02-536W is in 
the channel bottom somewhere upstream of the Jodrell Street culvert.  During the ACSIC review process, DNR 
recommended that the current runout elevation at 137Th St. of 900.39 ft (NGVD 1988) be maintained in order to 
prevent drainage of the basin not consistent with the OHWL elevation of 901.6 ft (NGVD 1988).  DNR also 
recommended the runout of #02‐536W be maintained at an elevation of 900.2 ft (NGVD 1988) by construction 
of a water level control structure.  

Despite this recommendation, the District is considering reconstruction and lowering of the 137th St culvert, and 
has asked DNR for further guidance on what type of authorization would be needed.  As part of considering this 
request I consulted the internal statewide DNR Drainage Review Panel and it was determined that a Letter of 
Permission would be needed for ACD 10-22-32 Repair Alternative 4. 

The fact that 137th St. culvert is the runout for public water #02-529P, creates the obligation to demonstrate any 
impact the proposed repair would have on this public water. DNR could only give a letter of permission if the 
repair plan demonstrates no impact to this public water or the repair plan includes actions by the drainage 
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authority to minimize or mitigate for the drainage impacts consistent with the requirements of Minnesota 
Statute 103G and Minnesota Rules chapter 6115.    
 
Thank you for the opportunity to review and comment on ACD 10-22-32 Repair Alternative 4.  We appreciate 
the early coordination and your assistance in providing the reports and exhibits we used in our review.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
John M. (Jack) Gleason 
Hydrologist Supervisor | South District, Central Region  
Phone: 651-259-5753 | Email: john.gleason@state.mn.us 
 
Attachments:    

• May 7, 2021 DNR Letter to RCWD, RE: Anoka County Ditch 10-22-32, Re‐establishment of Records, 
Engineer’s Report 

• January 31,2022, DNR Letter to RCWD, RE:  Anoka Re‐establishment of Records, Engineer’s Report – 
Addendum #1 

ec. 
Kevin Bittner, City Engineer, City of Columbus Township 

 Tom Hovey, DNR Water Regulations Unit Supervisor 
Dan Lais, DNR Regional Manager 

 Wes Saunders-Pearce, Area Hydrologist 
Nick Tomczik, RCWD Administrator  
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09/22/23  12:07 PM   

City of Columbus Calendar of Meetings 
 

 
  September & October 2023  

 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wed. Thursday Friday Saturday 
24 25 26 

 
5:30 pm  
Fall Fest Recap 

 27 
   
6:00 pm 

  CC Mtg.  

28 29 30 

1 
 
    October  

2 3 4 
 
6:00 pm 

  PC Mtg. 

5 
 

6 7 

8 9 10 11 
 
6:00 pm 
CC Mtg. 

12 13 14 
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