
 Anoka County Contract No. ________ 
 
 
 LAW ENFORCEMENT CONTRACT 
 
 
 THIS CONTRACT is made and entered into this _____ day of ____________________, 
2023, by and between the County of Anoka, a political subdivision of the State of Minnesota, 
and the Anoka County Sheriff, hereinafter referred to as the "County," and the City of Columbus, 
Minnesota, 16319 Kettle River Boulevard Northeast, Forest Lake, Minnesota 55025, hereinafter 
referred to as the “Municipality”, for the period of January 1, 2024, through December 31, 2024, 
hereinafter referred to as the “Contract Term”. 
 
 
 WITNESSETH: 
 
 WHEREAS, the Municipality is desirous of entering into a contract with the County, 
through the Office of the Anoka County Sheriff (hereinafter Sheriff), for the performance of the 
law enforcement functions hereinafter described within the corporate limits of said Municipality; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, the County is agreeable to rendering such services and law enforcement 
functions on the terms and conditions hereinafter set forth; and 
 
 WHEREAS, such contracts are authorized and provided for by Minn. Stat. §§ 471.59 
and 436.05. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, pursuant to the terms of the aforesaid statutes, and in 
consideration of the mutual covenants expressed herein, it is agreed as follows: 
 
 

I. PURPOSE 
 

  The County, through its Sheriff, agrees to provide police protection within the 
corporate limits of the Municipality to the extent and in the manner as hereinafter set forth. 
 
 
 II. SERVICES TO BE PROVIDED BY THE COUNTY 
 
  A. Except as otherwise hereinafter specifically set forth, such services shall 
encompass the duties and functions of the type normally coming within the jurisdiction of the 
Sheriff pursuant to Minnesota Law, and, in addition, the Sheriff and his duly assigned deputies 
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shall, within the Municipality’s corporate limits, exercise all the police powers and duties of city 
police officers as provided by Minn. Stat. § 436.05. 
 
  B. The rendition of services, the standard of performance, the discipline of 
the deputies, and other matters incident to the performance of such services and the control of 
personnel so employed, shall remain in and under the sole control of the Sheriff. 
 
  C. Such services shall include the enforcement of Minnesota State Statutes 
and the municipal ordinances of the Municipality. 
 
  D. Except as otherwise noted, the Sheriff’s Office maintains control, and 
autonomy with respect to the methods, times, means and personnel to be used in furnishing 
services to the Municipality under this Contract. 
 
  E. The County shall furnish and supply all necessary labor, supervision, 
equipment, and communication facilities for dispatching, jail detention (including the cost of such 
detention), and daily patrol service as specified in Paragraph II.F. and Attachment A of this 
Contract, and shall be responsible for the direct payment of any salaries, wages, or other 
compensation to any County personnel performing services pursuant to this Contract.  All 
County property and equipment used in rendering services under this agreement is, and shall 
remain, County property. 
 
  F. The County agrees to provide law enforcement protection as follows:  
During the Contract Term, the Sheriff will provide 12 hours per day of daily patrol service.  The 
costs associated with the patrol service are set forth in Attachment A and section IV of the 
Agreement.  Patrol service shall be exercised through the employment of assigned patrol cars 
supplied, equipped, and maintained by the County, and staffed by the Sheriff’s deputies.  The 
Sheriff shall determine the time of day and how patrol service shall be provided, and may 
periodically change the patrol schedule in order to maximize the effectiveness of the coverage.  
Daily patrol service will provide and fulfill those services and duties ordinarily provided and 
fulfilled by city police officers as provided by state law and municipal ordinances.  The County 
will also provide 5 hours per week of Community Service Officer Coverage.  Notwithstanding the 
number of hours of patrol services listed in this agreement, the County agrees to provide 
additional law enforcement services and emergency assistance, as the demand arises and 
resources allow, at no additional cost to the Municipality. 
 
  G. The County patrol cars used for providing the services pursuant to this 
Contract shall be stored on premises owned by the Municipality.  In the event that a suitable and 
secure storage location is not provided, in the determination of the Sheriff, the patrol cars will be 
returned to the Sheriff's Office at the end of each shift. 
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  H. The patrol duties shall be conducted out of office space to be located at a 
suitable location in the Municipality which is sufficient to provide for the clerical needs of the 
assigned deputies.  In the event that a suitable location is not provided, the deputies shall work 
out of the Sheriff’s Office. 
 
 
 III. DUTIES OF MUNICIPALITY 
 
  A. It is agreed that the Sheriff shall have all reasonable and necessary 
cooperation and assistance from the Municipality, its officers, agents, and employees, so as to 
facilitate the performance of this Contract. 
 
  B. This Contract shall not alter the responsibility for prosecution of offenses 
occurring within the Municipality as is currently provided by law.  Likewise, collection and 
distribution of fine monies and any proceeds from forfeited property resulting from violations 
occurring in the Municipality shall be controlled in the manner provided by law. 
 
 
 IV. COMPENSATION/TERM 
 
  The Municipality hereby agrees to pay to the County the sum of Four Hundred 
Eight-Two Thousand Four Hundred Twenty-Six Dollars and 00/100s ($482,426.00) for the 
contract term for law enforcement protection consisting of 12 hours of coverage per day of 
patrol services as outlined in Attachment A, and twenty-four (24) hour call and general services 
during the term of this Contract.  The contract sum is payable in four (4) equal quarterly 
installments due on March 31, June 30, September 30, and December 31 of the Contract Term. 
 
  The County agrees that the Municipality will receive a credit against its contract 
price obligation as a result of anticipated Police State Aide.  The amount of the credit will be 
determined by the amount of money received per sworn officer from the State of Minnesota 
times the number of sworn officers charged for to service this Contract. 
 
 
 V. RENEWAL 
 
  This Contract may be renewed for a successive period of one (1) year.  Said 
renewal shall be accomplished in the following manner: 
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  A. Not later than one hundred fifty (150) days prior to the expiration of the 
current Contract, the County, through its Sheriff, shall notify the Municipality in writing of its 
intention to renew.  Said notification shall include notice of any increase in total contract cost. 
  B. Not later than ninety (90) days prior to the expiration of the current 
Contract, the Municipality shall notify the Sheriff in writing of its intention to renew and its 
acceptance of any increased costs.  If the Municipality does not notify the Sheriff in writing that it 
intends to renew the contract, the contract shall expire at the end of the Contract Term.  
 
 
 VI. COLLABORATION 
 
  The County, through its Sheriff or his designee(s), agrees to meet as needed 
with the governing council of the Municipality.  The purpose of said meetings shall be for the 
Municipality to provide feedback to the County and for the parties to confer and discuss 
potential improvements in the implementation of services under this Contract.  The Sheriff shall 
make reasonable efforts to consider the Municipality’s concerns or requests.  The time and 
place of these meetings shall be determined by the Municipality with reasonable notice to the 
Sheriff. 
 
 
 VII. DISBURSEMENT OF FUNDS 
 
  All funds disbursed by the County or the Municipality pursuant to this Contract 
shall be disbursed by each entity pursuant to the method provided by law. 
 
 
 VIII. STRICT ACCOUNTABILITY 
 
  A strict accounting shall be made of all funds, and reports of all receipts and 
disbursements shall be made upon request by either party. 
 
 
 IX. AFFIRMATIVE ACTION 
 
  In accordance with Anoka County's Affirmative Action Policy and the County 
Commissioners' policies against discrimination, no person shall illegally be excluded from full-
time employment rights in, be denied the benefits of, or be otherwise subjected to discrimination 
in the program which is the subject of this Contract on the basis of race, creed, color, sex, 
sexual orientation, marital status, public assistance status, age, disability, or national origin. 
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 X. INDEMNIFICATION 
 
  The Municipality and the County mutually agree to indemnify and hold harmless 
each other from any claims, losses, costs, expenses, or damages, injuries or sickness resulting 
from the acts or omissions of the respective offices, agents, or employees, relating to the 
activities conducted by either party under this Contract. 
 
 
 XI. TERMINATION 
 
  This Contract may be terminated by the mutual agreement of the parties.  This 
Contract may be unilaterally terminated by either party at any time with or without cause upon 
not less than one hundred eighty (180) days written notice delivered by mail or in person to the 
other party.  Notices delivered by mail shall be deemed to be received two (2) days after 
mailing.  Such termination shall not be effective with respect to services rendered prior to such 
notice of termination. 
 
 
 XII. NOTICE 
 
  For purposes of delivering any notices hereunder, notice shall be effective if 
delivered to the Anoka County Sheriff, 13301 Hanson Blvd NW, Andover, Minnesota 55304, on 
behalf of the County; and the City Administrator of the City of Columbus, 16319 Kettle River 
Boulevard Northeast, Forest Lake, Minnesota 55025, on behalf of the Municipality. 
 
 
 XIII. ENTIRE AGREEMENT/REQUIREMENT OF A WRITING 
 
  It is understood and agreed that the entire agreement of the parties is contained 
herein and that this Contract supersedes all oral and written agreements and negotiations 
between the parties relating to the subject matter hereof, as well as any previous contract 
presently in effect between the parties relating to the subject matter thereof.  Any alterations, 
variations, or modifications of the provisions of this Contract shall be valid only when they have 
been reduced to writing and duly signed by the parties herein. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Municipality, by resolution duly adopted by its governing body, 
has caused this Contract to be signed by its Mayor and attested by its Clerk, and the County, by 
resolution of the County Board of Commissioners, has caused this Contract to be signed by the 
Chairman of the County Board of Commissioners, attested by the County Administrator, and 
signed by the County Sheriff, all on the day and year first above written. 
 
 
COUNTY OF ANOKA CITY OF COLUMBUS 
 
 
By: ________________________________ By: ________________________________ 
 Matt Look, Chair   
 County Board of Commissioners Its: ________________________________ 
 
Dated: __________________________ Dated: __________________________ 
 
 
ATTEST 
 
 
By: ________________________________ By: ________________________________ 
 Rhonda Sivarajah  
 County Administrator Its: ________________________________ 
 
Dated: __________________________ Dated: __________________________ 
 
 
 
By: ________________________________ 
 Brad Wise 
 Sheriff 
 
Dated: __________________________ 
 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM 
 
 
By: ________________________________ 
 Bryan Frantz 
 Assistant County Attorney 
 
Dated: _________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 

















Columbus Planning Commission, 

Universal Services is headquartered in Hastings, MN with our North facility in Rogers, MN. We currently 

install over 3000 job sites per year consisting of partnerships with Fortune 100 companies down to small 

private entities. Our services have diversified over the years to ensure that our customers have the 

availability to receive multiple services while dealing with one primary service provider. 

We are a turnkey contracting company that offers a complete array of services ranging from site 

surveys, estimating, private locating, directional drilling, aerial construction, internal cabling, fiber 

splicing, restoration, and more. Our services cater to Telecommunications Companies, Cell Tower 

Companies, Electric Companies, Water/Sewer Companies, State, County and City Municipalities alike. 

This move would be to support additional growth within our company as well as expand our footprint 

and create new opportunity in the area. This location will house 45 staff and roughly 22 trucks and hours 

of operation will be 7am to 5pm with seldom activity in the evening and weekends. 

This site will be used to conduct day to day business as well as store product cable reel's, small cell poles 

roughly 30ft long, palletized small hardware, vehicles/equipment and restoration materials - black dirt, 

sand, pea rock. 

Changes to the previously approved CUP would be the selection of the screening materials of our 

outdoor storage areas to align with the image of the building where road facing, and to match existing 

screening materials where not road facing. No additional landscaping will be planted at this time. No 

additional site lighting will be installed at this time. 

Given the nature of our business and the volume of recycling and trash generated by our projects, we 

utilize large roll off dumpsters, up to 8'h x 8'w x 20'1. An enclosed area would pose a significant 

challenge loading,removing, and replacing roll off dumpsters. With the proposal to enclose all outdoor 

storage areas and operations with a 10' screen fence, and our method of recycling and trash removal, 

we would like to ask for a deviation from Section 7 A-813 Letter C of the City Code. 

Please let us know if you have questions! 

Thanks, 

Universal Services 











 

 

 

 

To: Columbus City Council 

 Elizabeth Mursko, City Administrator 

 Eleanor Hahn, Planning & Zoning Tech  

  

From: Dean Johnson, RSC 

 

Date: September 7, 2023 

 

Re: Universal Services, Inc. Conditional Use Permit (CUP) Amendment 

  

 

 

NOTE: The Planning Commission recommended approval of the Universal 

Services CUP Amendment. Two conditions were added by the Planning 

Commission and appropriate changes in this memo are shown in a strike-

thru and underline format. 

 

 

 

I have reviewed the application from Hartung Enterprises of Columbus LLC on 

behalf of Universal Services, Inc. for a Planned Unit Development Conditional 

Use Permit (PUD CUP) amendment to the CUP approved on November 22, 

2021. Following are Findings and Recommendations for consideration by the 

Planning Commission City Council. 

 

Findings of Fact 

 

1. The City received a PUD CUP application from Hartung Enterprises of 

Columbus LLC on behalf of Universal Services, Inc. (“Universal”) on August 9, 

2023. The application was deemed complete.  

2. The 60-day review period ends on October 8, 2023, and the 120-day review 

period, if necessary, ends on December 7, 2023. 

3. Universal is a cable/fiber and tower installation and repair construction 

company serving public and private utilities. The City approved a CUP for its 

current location at 14045 Lake Drive NE on November 22, 2021. 

4. The property is zoned C/I Commercial/Industrial and is legally described as 

part of the North Half of the Northeast Quarter of Section 33, Township 32, 

Range 23, Anoka County PID 33-32-22-11-0003 (“Property”), containing 

approximately 25.57 acres. 

5. The purpose of the CUP amendment is to review and approve alternative 

screening plans for outside storage and to complete vehicle parking. The 

purpose of the PUD is to consider waiving dumpster enclosure requirements in 

exchange for complete storage yard screening. 

6. The 2021 CUP included a combination of landscaping and fencing for 
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screening the storage yard. Metal fencing exists on the north side of the service 

drive (10-feet-tall vertical tan standing seam [on both sides of fence posts] 

approximately 380 feet in length. The same type of fencing exists on the south 

side of the service drive, extending approximately 200 feet east of the northerly 

fence. 

7. Installed landscaping includes three river birch trees on the westerly side of 

the building, three crabapple trees and two oak trees on the south side of the 

building and several small arborvitae on the easterly side of the storage yard. 

The trees on the south side of the building are in bad shape or dead and many of 

the arborvitae are dead or dying. 

8. The proposed new fencing plan includes approximately 190 feet of metal 

fencing along the easterly storage yard and approximately 360 feet around the 

stormwater pond and south property line to the building. The easterly fence is 

approximately 45 feet from the neighboring residential property line and all 

existing vegetation will remain. Both sections of this proposed fencing will 

match the existing tan fencing along the service drive. [Note: the 2021 CUP 

specified a darker tone fence in the rear yard to match the building colors] 

9. Additional fencing is proposed on the westerly side of the storage yard, 

adjacent to existing vehicle parking areas. The proposed fencing will be 10-12 

feet in height and consist of horizontal composite wood (dark brown with tan 

edging to match the building façade) on the street side and will consist of the tan 

metal on the inside or facing the storage yard. A 55-60 feet long section of the 

same fencing is proposed on the south side of the service drive beginning at the 

entrance gate to the parking lot. 

10. The landscape plan identifies the previously approved landscape materials 

as well as 6 new Black Hills Spruce, 2 new crabapple trees and 2 new maple 

trees. The landscaping is located in the front yard of the Property, along Lake 

Drive NE.  

11. Existing parking includes 15 stalls adjacent to the building and 10 stalls to 

the north, adjacent to the storage yard. The site plan identifies 16 additional 

improved stalls to the west of the existing stalls (currently grass parking). There 

are also 8 paved ‘proof of parking’ stalls identified within the storage area. 

Completion of the 16 additional stalls and ‘proof of parking’ is consistent with 

ordinance requirements.  

12. Use of the Property remains contingent upon any requirements of the Anoka 

County Highway Department for access and Rice Creek Watershed  

District for Stormwater management. 

13. The Planning Commission held a public hearing on the PUD CUP on 

September 6, 2023. 

 

Recommendations 

 

The Planning Commission City Council should consider recommending 
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approval of approving the PUD CUP amendment application by Universal 

Services, Inc., based upon the above Findings of Fact, the recommendations of 

the Planning Commission and subject to the following conditions. [The 

following Conditions incorporate the relevant conditions of the 2021 CUP and 

the amended CUP] 

 

1. The PUD CUP is contingent upon detailed recommendations of the City 

Engineer.  

2. The PUD CUP is contingent upon detailed recommendations of the City 

Attorney, including but not limited to structuring the final conditions of the 

PUD CUP for recording. 

3. The PUD CUP is contingent upon requirements of the Anoka County 

Highway Department.  

4. The PUD CUP is contingent upon requirements of the Rice Creek 

Watershed District. 

5. Once authorized, Universal shall construct and maintain all site 

improvements consistent with the PUD CUP Application, dated August 8, 2023 

and received on August 9, 2023, including a Narrative, Site Plan (Sheet A1.0) 

dated August 8, 2023, Landscape Plan (Sheet L1.1) dated August 8, 2023, 

existing fence photo, composite wood samples, and fencing perspectives. The 

fence on the easterly side adjacent to the residence shall be a dark brown wood 

composite fence facing the residence, at least ten feet in height. 

6. Approval of the PUD CUP does not eliminate the requirement for obtaining 

any other permits and approvals as may be required by City, watershed, county, 

or state laws, rules, ordinances, and policies, including but not limited to 

grading permits, building permits, plumbing permits, electrical permits, 

stormwater permits, sign permits and driveway permits. 

7.  The PUD CUP requires the addition of 16 improved parking stalls. All 

stalls outside of the storage yard shall be striped, consistent with the City’s 

parking stall dimensions. Upon a finding of need, the City Council may require 

additional parking identified as ‘proof of parking’ to be improved according to 

City standards. 

8. The PUD CUP requires replacement of any dead trees on the south Property 

line that were previously planted and the removal of any dead or damaged trees 

on the easterly Property line adjacent to the residential property. 

9. The PUD CUP requires the installation of new trees along the Lake Drive 

NE boulevard, as illustrated on the Landscape Plan, dated August 8, 2023.  

10. Landscaping and fencing on the Property shall be properly maintained or 

replaced throughout the duration of the PUD CUP. 

11. The height of outside storage materials shall not exceed the height of the 

screen fencing. 

12. All site lighting shall be downcast and shrouded and consistent with the 
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photometric plan dated June 9, 2020. 

13. Any blowing trash from the Property shall be routinely and promptly 

cleaned up. 

14. The PUD CUP waives the requirement for a dumpster enclosure based upon 

approval of screen fencing surrounding the entire outside storage area. 

15. There shall be no chemicals, odors, gases, hazardous wastes or fumes on the 

Property resulting from its use, other than normal emissions and discharges 

associated with motor vehicle and equipment operations.  

16. No other uses or intensifications of any use on the Property shall be allowed 

without an amendment to the approved PUD CUP.  

17. In the event the City Council determines, in its sole discretion, that the use 

of the Property is not being operated in accordance with any term or condition 

contained herein, the PUD CUP may be revoked by the City upon proper notice 

and a hearing. The City shall notify regulatory authorities that have issued 

licenses or permits in connection with the PUD CUP of any such revocation. 

18. Universal shall be responsible to reimburse the City for its out of pocket 

expenses incurred in the review and approval of the PUD CUP, including any 

subsequent inspection and enforcement actions. 

19. The CUP issued to CST Companies on June 18, 2020, prior owner of the 

Property, is terminated. 

 

Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you have any questions. 
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