A1 Additions RE CEIVED

June 8, 2023 UL 17 203
City of Columbus )
16319 Kettle River Blvd, City of Columbus

Colubus, Mn 55025

Re: Thomas Vacha
18760 Jennings Street
Columbus, Mn. 552025

Variance Narrative Statement:

[ am seeking a variance from CHAPTER 7A GENERAL ZONING REGULATIONS. Specifically, the
variance I am seeking is the setback requirement, in SECTION 7A-801.

Current lot standards within my zoning district (RR) require a 75' setback, “parallel with and measured
from the lot line, edge of the public right-of-way, or edge of a private street easement” (as defined in
SECTION 7A-201, 95A)

I am proposing a 20' X 50' addition, to an already existing utility building, located on my property. In
keeping with the standards of the City, as defined in SECTION 5-100, it is my desire to build this
accessory building addition in order to store materials, machinery, equipment and vehicles which will
lead to a much cleaner and more orderly maintenance of my property.

A building permit has been applied for at the Columbus City Office. The proposed addition is currently
at MNPECT, for final building plan review. In that plan, the building was slated to be set back 5' from
its original design in order to meet the 75' setback required in SECTION 7A-801. The original design
was drawn with obvious intent, to match the elevation of the current accessory building, as to give it
the best function and aesthetic appeal.

The cement slab was installed with confidence in September 2021, after receiving an email dated
9/17/2021 from then Columbus Associate Planner Ben Gutknechtcht, stating “From my perspective, |
believe it is doable, you may just have to get a little bit more information than usual to ensure that it is
built to City Code and doesn't encroach on existing easements.”

The original design, for which I am seeking this variance, puts the building addition at a 73.5' setback.
If not for the severe NW curvature of Jennings Street, as it relates to the orientation of my home, the
setback would not be an issue.

I am seeking an 18” variance from SECTION 7A-801, in order to be a better steward of my home and
to improve the overall condition of my property. I believe this meets the definition of an existence of
~ “Practical Difficulty”, as I would be required te,vastly change the architectural integrity and intended
design / outcome of the building: The requirement for a color match, that “must be harmonious with
the house”, is in my mind similar but minor, compared to the harmonious architectural structure.
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