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SWIMMING Swimming Pools — Section 7A-807
P O 0 I_ F E N C E S « Current fencing ordinance is subsection K

December 2021 - Automatic pool covers were
added to the code as substitute for a fence

Swimming Pools

* More than 5,000 gallons  This was after several variances were granted for
* Deeper than 3 ft. automatic pool covers

2022 — Inquiries about fence height

requirements for aboveground pools

* October 2022 — Direct inquiry by resident to study
fence height requirements for above ground pools
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PLANNING
COMMISSION
DISCUSSION

e Definitions are needed for inground and aboveground pool
e Clarity needed that automatic pool covers could only be used as a barrier for inground pools
* Rule needed requiring covers to be used when the pool was unattended
* Felt there should be consistency between pool wall height and fence height
e 4ft.

* City Council has already discussed requiring latches for gates and the decision was made the
requirement would be ineffective
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CITY COUNCIL
DISCUSSION

e Definitions are needed for inground pool and aboveground
pool

* Clarity regarding where the starting point for fence and pool
wall measurements

* Inground Pool -5 ft. fence with a gate

* Aboveground Pool — 4 ft. minimum height sidewall
* Add the ladder cannot be left in the pool unattended

e Aboveground Pool with a Deck — 36 in. high railing with a gate
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CHANGES FROM PREVIOUS DRAFT

e Revised the introduction to Section 7A-807
e Adding definitions for inground pool and
aboveground pool
e Reorganized Section 7A-807(K) into different parts
based on circumstances
o Revised requirements for inground pool (with
the pool cover exception)
o Revised requirements for any inground pool
cover
o Added requirements for an aboveground pool
o Added requirements for an aboveground pool
deck
o Added requirements for gates with self-
latching and self-closing
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I N G R 0 U N D A N D * Added separate definitions for “inground swimming pool” and

“aboveground swimming pool” based on direction from the Planning

ABOVEGROUND Commission and City Council

» Separates pools into two distinct categories

P O O I— D E FI N ITI 0 N S  Existing references of “underground pool” replaced with “inground

pool”

Proposed Ordinance Subsection
Section 7A-201 (104)
“Swimming Pool, Private” - A swimming pool used exclusively by the residents and guests of a single household, a multi-family development, a
community, the members and guests of a club, or the patrons of a motel or hotel; an accessory use without paying an additional charge for admission.
(a) “Inground Swimming Pool” — A swimming pool with sidewalls which are not exposed and are entirely or primarily below the surrounding
grade.
(b) “Aboveground Swimming Pool” — A swimming pool with any part of any sidewall exposed above the surrounding grade level.
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P O O L « Simplified the wording in this section

INTRODUCTION
SECTION

Removed the phrases “hot tub” and “spa”

The intent of the ordinance remains the same

Proposed Ordinance Subsection
SECTION 7A-807.
SWIMMING POOLS The term ° swrmmmg pool”

: ude-any ety a-capacity-grea : as—in this section shall include any containers or structures with a
water capacity greater than 5 OOO gallons and a depth greater than three (3) feet. Sw1mm1ng pools are permitted subject to the following conditions:
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INGROUND POOLS - Revised version of existing ordinance

* Clarification that fences will be measured from grade

* Includes the exception for an automatic security cover

Proposed Ordinance Subsection

Section 807 (K)(1)

All inground pools shall be equipped with A-strueture-or-safetyfeneing-ofa non-climbable type fence at least five (5) feet in height above grade. The
fence shall completely enclose the pool er—yard-area—containing-thepeol, unless the pool is equipped with an automatic security eever-that-meets—or

e e e b e e e
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INGROUND POOLS
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INGROND POOL COVERS

« Separated pool covers into a separate subsection

« Makes clear the cover exception can only be used
for inground pools

* Added that covers must be closed when the
swimming pool is unattended

Proposed Ordinance Subsection

Section 807 (K)(2)
Inground pool covers shall be locking (key operated), powered and automatic (not manual), and compliant with ASTM F1346, which shall be closed when

swimming pool is unattended.
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POOL
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A B O V E G R O U N D * Added that measurements are from the grade level

« Last meeting there was a discussion about consistency between the

P 0 O LS side-wall height and fence height

» City Council has given direction indicating that pool fences should
have a 5 ft. standard, but aboveground pool walls should have a 4 ft.
standard

Proposed Ordinance Subsection

Section 807 (K)(3)

All aboveground pools that have a non-climbable side-wall height of at least four (4) feet above grade need not be fenced or covered, but shall have
removable steps, which must be removed when the swimming pool is unattended. Aboveground pools with side-wall heights less than four (4) feet
above grade must include additional non-climbable fencing on the pool wall so that the lowest part of the fence is at least four (4) feet above grade.
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ABOVEGROUND POOLS
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A B O V E G R O U N D * Decks 30 inches. or greater. above ground (].3uilding .Code)
P I_ W I -I- H D E K * No open space in guardrail greater than 4 inches wide
O0LS C

Proposed Ordinance Subsection

Section 807 (K)(4)

Aboveground pools with an accessory deck, constructed to a height of thirty (30) inches or greater above the surrounding grade and is adjacent to any
part of an aboveground swimming pool, shall include on its entire outside perimeter, a three (3) feet high or greater guard rail or fence. The guard rail
shall be constructed so that no open space within it is wider than four (4) inches.
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SELF CLOSING AND SELF LATCHING GATE

 Added that the latch/lock is to be “otherwise be inaccessible to small children”

» City Council stated they had previous discussions regarding the potential requirement of self-closing
and self-latching gates and decided not to include that requirement

Proposed Ordinance Subsection

Section 807 (K)(5)

All entrance or exit gates shall be equipped with a self-closing and self-latching or locking devices placed inside the pool area at the top of the gate or otherwise
inaccessible to small children.
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PICTURE SOURCES

* Shop Name Brand Semi In-Ground Pools - Midnight Sun Pools n Spas (mnspas.com)

e Martinique, 15' Round, 52" Deep Round Above-Ground Pool Kits (poolsandstuff.com)

» Self Locking Automatic Gravity Lever Fence Gate Latch, Steel, Black - Walmart.com

e What Are the Top 5 Reasons to Get An Automatic Pool Cover? - Latham Pool

* 9db49535-0670-4280-9bb5-b1ba6130ee03.64bf4b85b7a8746a406001ae97eeed33.jpeg (612X612)
(walmartimages.com)

« Easy deck footings for above ground pool decks (decksgo.com)

o 12'x 24' Steel Rectangle Inground Swimming Pool Kit - 2' Radius Corners, NB5010 (poolsinc.com)
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https://www.mnspas.com/pools/semi-in-ground-pools
https://www.poolsandstuff.com/martinique-15ft-52-round-pool-kit.html
https://www.walmart.com/ip/Self-Locking-Automatic-Gravity-Lever-Fence-Gate-Latch-Steel-Black/467693246
https://www.lathampool.com/blog/plan/what-are-the-top-5-reasons-to-get-an-automatic-pool-cover/
https://i5.walmartimages.com/asr/9db49535-0670-4280-9bb5-b1ba6130ee03.64bf4b85b7a8746a406001ae97eeed33.jpeg?odnHeight=612&odnWidth=612&odnBg=FFFFFF
https://i5.walmartimages.com/asr/9db49535-0670-4280-9bb5-b1ba6130ee03.64bf4b85b7a8746a406001ae97eeed33.jpeg?odnHeight=612&odnWidth=612&odnBg=FFFFFF
https://www.decksgo.com/deck-footings-for-above-ground-pool-decks.html
https://www.poolsinc.com/12-x-24-steel-rectangle-inground-swimming-pool-kit-2-radius-corners.html?gclid=Cj0KCQjwk96lBhDHARIsAEKO4xaUId0jo1A0-1wAGTsD6uDsC67qCONNepPFapbT5UdZrIPVSl0QHgQaApFtEALw_wcB
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