


Draft Park

Goals

Establish

Establish a financially viable and sustainable plan that will maintain existing amenities and
proactively plan for future maintenance needs.

Develop

Develop new financially sustainable park uses and amenities building off existing public assets
and current recreation trends that will appeal to Columbus residents.

Increase

Increase active use of public property in and around Columbus City Park, including underutilized
parkland east of the footbridge and city property adjacent to DNR shoreland on Howard Lake.

Encourage

Encourage the utilization of Columbus City Park as a rural town square for events that can bring
together the residents of the community.

Collaborate

Collaborate with private, county, and state partners to continue constructing bicycle and
pedestrian infrastructure when opportunities arise.

|dentify

Identify partnerships and alliances with other public or private entities to promote to the
residents of Columbus other public natural resource assets within the city.

Support

Support strategic connections to parks, bicycle, and pedestrian routes in adjacent
municipalities by leveraging county and state partnerships.

Extend

Extend existing off-road bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure in the freeway district, filling gaps
in the system and connecting residential areas to nearby amenities.




Walking Path & Bridge
Play Equipment

Tennis Court Rehabilitation
Tree

Ballfield Maintenance
Picnic Tables and Benches

. Clean and Improve East Side of
the Park

. Identification of Partners and
Alliances

. Hidden Park Decision
. Define Need for Trail Lighting

. Encourage Events in Columbus
City Park

. Winter Walking Bridge Safety

Mid Term (4-7 Years)

. Expand Internal Trail System

. Basketball and/or Pickleball
Court

. Disc Golf
. East Side Park Utilization

. Connections to Hardwood
Creek Trail

. Parking Lot Paving

On-Road Bicycle and Pedestrian
Connections

PRIORITIES

Long Term (7-12 Years)

. Off-Road Bicycle and Pedestrian
Connections

. Increase the number of
playground Equipment Piece

. Replace Northeast Ballfield

. Greater Utilization of Property
east of Kettle River Boulevard (near
City Hall and Howard Lake)




Additional Priority - TPP Update

« Transportation Policy Plan (TPP) Update

« "The Transportation Policy Plan (TPP) sets policies based on goals and objectives for the
regional transportation system. The plan is required under state and federal law.”

« TPP is being revised in 2024 for the 2050 Plan
« Includes investment directions and plans (including bike and pedestrian)
» Stated goals from the Anoka County Plan

 Safety

« Mobility

« Accessibility

« Modes

« Now is the time to think about what potential Anoka County projects we could support
and advocate, specifically in the Park Master Plan.




Outline and Example

« Examples
« Greater Minnesota Regional Parks and Trails Commission

« Template Used for Master Plan Example
 Associate Planner Amalgamation
« Used Examples From:
« Fridley
« Forest Lake
e Medina
» Rosemount
Wyoming
Greater Minnesota Regional Parks and Trails Commission




| Qutreach

« In-Person Columbus Survey
Eliminated
« Focus Group Will Be Main Priority

« Initial Findings of Newsletter
Questions (May 19 @ 9AM)

« 80 Responses

« Hidden Park Survey Questions
1 Mile Radius




Average Total
Numberof = Number of
Answer Choices Visits Visits Responses

Hidden Park 0.8

NEWSLETTER SURVEY #1- INTHEYEAR 2022 (JANUARY TO DECEMBER), WHICH
PARKS HAVEYOU USED INTHE CITY OF COLUMBUS? PLEASE ESTIMATE THE
NUMBER OF TIMES VISITED. IFYOU DID NOT VISIT A PARTICULAR PARK, PLEASE
SUBMIT “o".
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Which of the following social
activities would you attend in
Columbus City Park?
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Newsletter Question

2

Other Answers

« Walking/Walk Dog (3)
« Columbus Days/Fall Fest (2)
 No Interest/Property Tax Reduction (2)

» Car Shows/Swap Meets, Flea Market,
Designer Purse Bingo/Meat Raffles, Craft
Shows (1)




What additions to the Park and
Trails System would you like to see

outside Columbus City Park?
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Newsletter Question

3

Other Answers
e None/No Interest (3)

« Improve Existing Conditions/No Changes

(3)

e Improve Trails & Ped Access Outside Park
(3)

« Horseback Trail Riding, Dog Park, Hidden
Park Improvement (1)




Newsletter Question #4 - Would you be
interested in participating in a focus
group about planning for the future?

e 22 Interested So Far!

e Future Focus Groups
o What does the Park Board want to

- know?
o What does the Park Board need to
know?




Hidden Park Question
%1

What would encourage you or members of
your household to visit Hidden Park more

often?

a. More Picnic Amenities (Tables, Seating,
Grills, Shade, etc.)

Full Basketball Court
Upgraded Play Equipment
Walking Path

Exercise Stations

Other

| would not use the park




Hidden Park Question
#2

If more amenities were added, how often
would you use Hidden Park?

a.  More than 10 times per month
b.  5-10times per month
c.  1-2times per month

Less than 6 times per year

| would not use the park




COLUMBUS
HIDDEN PARK

Hidden Park Question
#3

What existing features or aspects of the
park do you like the most or feel are
important to preserve?

a. Basketball Half Court
b.  Swing Set
C. Picnic Bench

Quiet Atmosphere
Other




Hidden Park Question #4

Is there anything else that you would like to let the city
know about this park?

Open Ended
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This drawing is neither a legally recorded map nor a
survey and s not intended to be used as one. This
drawing is a compilation of records, information, and data
located in various city, county, and state offices, and other
sources affecting the area shown, and is to be used for
reference purposes only. The City of Columbus is not
resnonsible for anv. ained

UP NEXT
ROAD
TOUR -
JUNE 6




Meeting after Road Tour —July 27

Discussion of Objectives, Strategies, and Tasks

Discussion of Measuring Success

Feedback/Thoughts on Road Tour
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