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POL 23-04 

City leadership values community pride and has great interest in hosting community events.  In starting 
this initiative, a volunteer group has been formed to facilitate the planning, funding, and volunteer 
management for the 2023 event activities.   

Recent years have seen an increase in cities looking to find ways to accept donations for specific projects 
that community members, non-profit organizations, or businesses have an interest in. While cities may 
accept gifts and donations, the Office of the State Auditor has opined that cities as municipal corporations 
lack the statutory authority to fundraise or solicit such gifts or donations.    

Donations 

There is a distinction between a donation- where a business, non-profit, or individual gives something of 
value to the city for the benefit of the community, and a sponsorship or vendor relationship.  Donations 
must be formally accepted by resolution by a majority of the City Council.  Community volunteers are not 
prohibited from soliciting donations, however, no current city council or advisory board member may 
solicit a donation on behalf of the City.  Donations will need to have an event, program, or activity listed 
for the purpose of donation.  City donations are not tax deductible. 

Sponsorships and Contractual Relationships 

Where a local business purchases a booth or other space to sell food or goods, to advertise its business, or 
to provide a service to City event attendees, the business is not donating to the City but entering into a 
contractual relationship.  Similarly, a sponsor is a business, non-profit, or organization that provides funds 
or in-kind contributions in exchange for a promotional partnership. The City reserves the right to reject 
any proposed sponsorship or vendor agreement.    Because all sponsorships and contracts for services are 
subject to review and approval by the City Council, City Council members should not engage in solicitation 
of sponsorships.  City advisory board members are not prohibited from soliciting sponsorships or vendor 
relationships. Pursuant to Minnesota law, no member of a statutory city council may have a direct or 
indirect interest in any contract the Council makes.   If a member of the Council wishes to contract with 
the City to provide a service or sponsorship, they may do so but first must disclose their interest in the 
relationship and abstain from voting and deliberations on the agreement. 

The sponsorship could support: 

• The event in general
• A signature “interactive” activity (petting zoo; other activities including the volunteers to set-up,

monitor and clean up the activity).
• A signature entertainment activity
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2  POL XX-XX 
  Date 

City could recognize sponsorship with: 

• Acknowledgement in print and digital program materials 
• Recognition of support in all presentations and publications about the event 
• An annual update on events 
• Booth at the event   
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____________________________ 
City Administrator 
 
 
____________________________ 
Mayor 
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Memorandum 
 
To: Mayor and City Council, City of Columbus 

From: Bill Griffith 

Date: May 9, 2023 

Re: Running Aces Interim use Permit for Special Events 

 
Introduction 

The City of Columbus (the “City”) has received an application from North Metro Harness Initiative, 
LLC (“NMHI”) dba Running Aces Casino, Hotel & Racetrack (“Running Aces”) for a new five-
year interim use permit for special events held at Running Aces.  We have reviewed the conditions 
of approval in the Associated Planner’s memorandum dated May 5, 2023 and provide additional 
clarification with regard to food service and liquor service. 

2023 Special IUP Recommendations 

Based upon the above Findings of Fact, the Planning Commission recommended approval of the 
Running Aces Special Interim Use Permit (IUP) to the City Council, subject to the following 
conditions: 

1. The applicant will be allowed flexibility in the number of Events within the Event categories 
included in the Running Aces April 3, 2023 Special IUP application and the dates on which 
the Events may occur, for City Administrator review and approval, provided: 
a. Written notification from Running Aces of a specific Event is submitted to the City 

Administrator at least 15 business days before the Event is scheduled to take place. 
b. The written notification includes the pre-approved description of the Event category from 

the Running Aces April 3, 2023 Special IUP application to the City. 
c. The written notification includes a written summary of any activities that are a departure 

from the pre-approved description of the Event category from the Running Aces April 3, 
2023 Special IUP application to the City. 

d. Running Aces shall submit specific Event Site Plans to the City Administrator at least 15 
business days before the Event is scheduled to take place. 

2. The City Administrator shall approve the Special Event, provided the Special Event is 
consistent with the pre-approved description of the Event category from the Running Aces 
April 3, 2023 Special IUP application to the City. 
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2. 

3. The City Administrator may approve the Special Event, including a departure from the pre-
approved description of the Event category in the Running Aces April 3, 2023 Special IUP 
application to the City, provided said departure is from an activity identified on the pre-
approved description of other Events approved in the Special IUP. 

4. In each Special Event approval, the City Administrator shall identify any specific security or 
traffic management measures that are required, and shall identify any specific building permit 
or electrical permit requirements and inspections that are necessary. 

5. Any Special Event request that is not a pre-approved Event category described in the Running 
Aces April 3, 2023 Special IUP application to the City, may be referred to the City Council for 
consideration and approval consistent with the provisions in Section 7A-711D. of the City 
Code. 

6. Each Special Event approved by the City Administrator or City Council shall be conducted 
consistent with the Event description in the Running Aces April 3, 2023 Special IUP application 
to the City, or as modified and approved by the City Administrator or City Council. 

7. The park and ride lot (identified as Lot B in the Running Aces April 3, 2023 Special IUP 
application) shall not be used for Special Events on weekdays. 

8. Overnight parking for Special Events shall be limited to unoccupied exhibitor or vendor 
vehicles, trailers, and equipment and RV parking consistent with the original North Metro 
Harness Initiative facility Conditional Use Permit (CUP). 

9. Any off-site Events such as Pedestrian/Non-Motorized Race Events shall require advanced 
planning and approval by the City and Anoka County Sherriff’s Department. 

10. Food and beverage services associated with any approved Special Event shall be provided 
through Running Aces and/or other licensed food vendors. 

11. Liquor service within the Licensed Premises delineated as a condition of Running Aces liquor 
license shall be provided exclusively by Running Aces.  Alcohol service outside the Licensed 
Premises shall only be provided under a Caterer’s Permit with Alcohol issued by the 
Minnesota Department of Public Safety. 

12. The use of any existing or supplemental site lighting for Special Events shall be consistent 
with the original North Metro Harness Initiative facility CUP and shall not be used between 
the hours of 11:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m. 

13. The use of any existing or supplemental public address systems shall be consistent with the 
original North Metro Harness Initiative facility CUP and shall not be used between the hours 
of 11:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m. 

14. Animal wastes associated with an animal expo or other live animal approved Special Event 
shall be managed consistent with the original North Metro Harness Initiative facility CUP. 

15. Uncontained wastes, litter, and debris resulting from an approved Special Event shall be 
properly cleaned and contained from the Running Aces site, public rights-of-way, and adjacent 
properties within 24 hours of the end of the Special Event. The end of the Special Event shall 
mean the end of public or special invitees’ activities on the premises. 

16. Litter and debris shall be properly cleaned and contained on a daily basis during the monthlong 
planned Holiday Hayride event. 

17. Total site restoration (e.g. removal of trash, recycling, tents, vehicles, equipment, and all other 
external evidence of a Special Event) shall be completed within 36 hours of the end of the 
Special Event. 

18. All other operational aspects and conduct of Special Events shall be in compliance with the 
original North Metro Harness Initiative facility CUP. 

19. The operation and conduct of Special Events shall be in compliance with all other local, state, 
and federal ordinances, rules, and laws. 
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3. 

20. The Term of the Special IUP shall be five years from the date of approval by the City Council, 
subject to annual administrative review. 

21. Running Aces shall execute a Special Events Interim Use Permit Agreement with the City and 
provide a Special Events Interim Use Permit deposit to cover the costs associated with Event 
mitigation. 

22. The Running Aces April 3, 2023 Special IUP application shall be attached as an Appendix to 
the Special IUP Agreement. 
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