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April 19, 2023 
 
Mr. Nick Tomczik 
Administrator 
Rice Creek Watershed District  
(Transmitted via Email) 
 
RE: ACD 10-22-32 
 City of Columbus 
 BMI Project No.: 0R1.129677 
 
Dear Mr. Tomczik, 
 
I represent the City of Columbus as their City Engineer.  I have been asked to review information and 
history related to ACD 10-22-32 and provide the city’s response to the Watershed District related to 
proposed improvements on this system.   
 
In general, the Mayor and City Council, as well as city staff, are very supportive of maintenance and 
improvement activities on all the ditch systems within the city limits and those outside of the city that 
provide a positive drainage benefit to the city.  Given its flat topography, effective drainage systems are 
critical to maintaining the character of existing residential and commercial properties as well as 
providing mechanisms for future development within the city. 
 
In regard specifically to ACD 10-22-32, we are very supportive of improvements that provide relief to 
properties that have experienced high saturation levels over the past 20 years, due to numerous factors 
that are at play.  The City also recognizes that the RCWD is the authority for this system and controls the 
decision-making process for any improvement.  From a technical viewpoint, in my review of the 
alternatives that are laid out in Houston Engineering’s Technical Memorandum dated January 23, 2023, 
I’m of the opinion that Alternative 4 would provide the maximum benefit to the city and its property 
owners. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity for the city to weigh in on this project and we appreciate the District’s 
efforts to keep us in the loop as your discussions move forward.  Should you have any questions, please 
feel free to contact me at Kevin.Bittner@Bolton-Menk.com or at 612-270-6926.   
 
Sincerely, 

Bolton & Menk, Inc. 

 

 

Kevin F. Bittner, P.E. (MN, ND, IA) 
Columbus City Engineer 
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