
City of Columbus 
PUBLICATION NOTICE 

Ordinance Publication Summary 

An Ordinance Relating to and Regulating  
Chapter 7A Amendment Small Animal Facilities 

The City of Columbus City Council passed and adopted Ordinance 23-01 on the 12th day of  
April 2023.  Ordinance 23-01 amending chapter 7A of the city of Columbus code of ordinances 
regulating animal facilities & housekeeping amendments.  This is only a summary of Ordinance 23-01.  
A printed copy of Ordinance 23-01 is available for inspection by any person during regular office hours 
at the office of the City Clerk and on the City’s Official website www.ci.columbus.mn.us.  This title and 
summary of Ordinance 23-01 is published in accordance with Minn. Stat. § 412.191 subd. 4. 

By order of the City Council 
Elizabeth Mursko, City Administrator 

Submitted to the Forest Lake Times on April 14, 2023. 
Published in the Forest Lake Times April 20, 2023. 
Posted April 14, 2023. 
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From: PermitWorks Support
To: Elizabeth Mursko
Subject: RE: Columbus Questions
Date: Tuesday, April 11, 2023 4:39:57 PM

Hi Elizabeth,

The Code Enforcement Module is fantastic for keeping track of complaint cases. From the module
you can create merge letters and you can set it to have reminders set to pop up in Outlook.
Here are the costs:

Software License $4995
Annual Support $1495
Implementation & Training $2995 (* not to exceed amount, billed hourly as needed)

We can also work with staff on the Planning module. They can reach out to schedule a remote
support session and we will go over the unique functions of custom fields and tabs and the over all
use of the module.

Warm Regards,
Kenzie

From: Elizabeth Mursko <cityadministrator@ci.columbus.mn.us> 
Sent: Monday, April 10, 2023 9:16 PM
To: PermitWorks Support <Support@PermitWorks.com>
Subject: Columbus Questions

Good Evening PermitWorks Support
The City is looking to hire a Code Compliance Inspector to manage complaints and planning and
zoning permit compliance issues.  We are thinking that PermitWorks software for code enforcement
will be our best fit at the current time.  Can we schedule a time to discuss what upgrades to our
current platform that would be needed to integrate the complaints module into our system along
with the cost.  In addition, I would like to know if you have any software tutorials for the planning
and zoning module as we have some new personal working with the planning and zoning
department. 
Thank you for your assistance,
Elizabeth

Elizabeth Mursko, City Administrator
City of Columbus
16319 Kettle River Blvd. N.E.
Columbus, MN  55025
Direct: 651-419-9011
Main:  651-464-3120 Ext. 1011
Email:  cityadministrator@ci.columbus.mn.us
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City of Columbus  

City Sponsored Community Event Fall Fest Event – 2023 

Policy 23-04 

City leadership values community pride and has great interest in hosting the community 2023 Fall Fest event.  In 
starting this initiative, a volunteer group has been formed to facilitate the planning, funding, and volunteer 
management for the 2023 event activities.   

Recent years have seen an increase in cities looking to find ways to accept donations for specific projects that 
community members, non-profit organizations, or businesses have an interest in. While cities may accept gifts and 
donations, the Office of the State Auditor has opined that cities as municipal corporations lack the statutory 
authority to fundraise or solicit such gifts or donations.    

Donations 

There is a distinction between a donation- where a business, non-profit, or individual gives something of value to 
the city for the benefit of the community, and a sponsorship or vendor relationship.  Donations must be formally 
accepted by resolution by a majority of the City Council.  Community volunteers are not prohibited from soliciting 
donations, however, no current city council or advisory board member should solicit a donation on behalf of the 
City.  Donations will need to have an event, program, or activity listed for the purpose of donation.  City donations 
are not tax deductible. 

Sponsorships and Contractual Relationships 

Where a local business purchases a booth or other space to sell food or goods, to advertise its business, or to 
provide a service to fall fest attendees, the business is not donating to the city but entering into a contractual 
relationship.  Similarly, a sponsor is a business, non-profit, or organization that provides funds or in-kind 
contributions in exchange for a promotional partnership. The City reserves the right to reject any proposed 
sponsorship.    All sponsorships and contracts for services are subject to review and approval by the City Council.  

The sponsorship could support: 

• The event in general
• A signature “interactive” activity (petting zoo; other activities including the volunteers to set-up, monitor

and clean up the activity).
• A signature entertainment activity

City could recognize sponsorship with: 

• Acknowledgement in print and digital program materials
• Recognition of support in all presentations and publications about the event
• An annual update on events
• Booth at the event

4887-1826-0572, v. 1 
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TO: Mayor & City Council Members 

FROM: Elizabeth Mursko, City Administrator 

DATE: February 22, 2023; Updated April 11, 2023 

RE: Internal Fund Transfers – FY December 31, 2022 

In reviewing the 2022 Land Sale from the City of Columbus to North Metro Land Development, LLC (SW 
Quad Block 1 Lot 1, Block 2 Lot 1 & Block 3 Lot 1), the City Council (based on past policy) has approved 
20% of the proceeds to repay the general fund interfund loan and allocate the remaining proceeds to the 
Bond Fund (2015A – Refunded 2020A).  This land transaction is complete in our accounting system in 
December 2022.  The City Council will now have to further allocate proceeds to individual operating or 
capital funds for FY 2022.   

Land Sale Revenue Receipt #22586 $652,720.00 Fund 480 Land Sales Revenue 
$652,720.00 - $4,123.98 = $648,596.02 (Net) = 20% = $129,719.00 

City Staff Recommendation:  

Fire Hall Capital Fund 402:   25,000.00 
Blacktop & Road Maintenance Fund 125:  25,000.00 
General Fund Capital Fund 100:   79,719.00 

Action:  Allocate Cash from Land Proceeds (North Metro Land Development, LLC to the above funds in 
the amounts as indicated to each Fund for a total Interfund Loan credit of $129,719.00.   

Proposed Motion: 
Move to approve cash allocation from Land proceeds (December 2022) from North Metro Land 
Development, LLC in the amounts as indicated from General Fund 100 to each Fund 402, 125 and 100.  
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      CONTRACT FOR 
         PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 

 

  
 
 
April 7, 2023 

 
Client/Representative          

Elizabeth Mursko, City Administrator 
City of Columbus 
16319 Kettle River Blvd.  
Columbus, MN 55025 
651-419-9011 
cityadministrator@ci.columbus.mn.us 

      

RE: Proposal for Land Surveying Service for part of the Northeast Quarter, Section 24, Township 32, 
Range 22, Anoka County, Minnesota. PID 24-32-22-12-0005 

   
Scope of Work:   
The scope of work is based on the assumption that there will be atleast 2 lots created as a result of the 
platting process. We so understand the exact number of lots has not been determined.  

- A wetland delineation (done by Bopray Environmental). We are making the assumption that 
Bopray Environmental will refresh the previous delineation and that it will be our responsibility 
to locate the update flags and then provide a map to Mr. Bopray to be used as part of his 
report.  

- Preliminary Plat Drawing denoting the two lot configuration as proposed.  
- Final Plat Drawing (Includes Mylar expense)  

   
Schedule:   
We are able to begin work upon approval to proceed. We understand the wetland delineation will be 
delayed until the start of the growing season.   
 
Cost:  
The fee for the services is a lump sum estimate of $11,000.00. Prior to a project number being started 
in our system we are requesting a completed and signed work authorization, a current title 
commitment of the property to be included in the subdivision. We would plan on billing 50% of the 
project upon receiving preliminary plat approval and remainder upon final plat approval.     
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General Conditions: 
WIDSETH and the client agree: 

 
      1. WIDSETH shall not be liable for damages resulting from the actions or inactions of 

governmental agencies, and WIDSETH shall only act as an advisor in all governmental 
relations. 

  
      2. All original papers and documents, and copies thereof, produced as a result of this 

contract, except documents which are required to be filed with public agencies, shall 
remain the property of WIDSETH and may be used by WIDSETH without the consent of 
the client.       

 
       3. A late payment PENALTY of 1% per month, which is an annual rate of 12%, shall be 

applied to any  unpaid balance, commencing 30 days after completion of these services. 
If full payment has not been rendered within 90 days after the date of the completion of 
this project, WIDSETH will commence action to file a lien on the property referenced in 
this contract. 

  
 4. In the event all or any portion of the work prepared or partially prepared by WIDSETH is 

suspended, abandoned, or terminated, the client shall pay WIDSETH all fees, charges 
and services provided for the  project up to the date of termination, not to exceed any 
contract limit specified herein. 

        
         5. In the event that any staking is destroyed by an act of God or parties other than 

WIDSETH, the cost of restaking shall be paid by the client as extra work, provided such 
work is authorized by the client. 

 
   6. Should litigation be necessary to enforce any term or provision of this agreement or to 

collect any portion of the amount payable under this agreement, then all litigation and 
collection expenses, witness fees, court costs, and attorney's fees shall be paid by the 
client. 

 
   7. In the event that the client institutes a suit against WIDSETH because of any failure or 

an alleged failure to perform, error, omission, or negligence, and if such suit is not 
successfully prosecuted, client agrees to pay surveyor any and all costs of defense, 
including reasonable attorney’s fees.  
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Assignment of Risk: 
In recognition of the relative risks and benefits of the project to both the client and WIDSETH, the risks 
have been allocated such that the client agrees, to the fullest extent permitted by law, to limit the liability 
of WIDSETH to the client and to all agents and assigns on the project for any and all claims, losses, 
costs, damages of any nature whatsoever or claims expenses from any cause or causes, so that total 
aggregate liability of WIDSETH to all those named shall not exceed WIDSETH’s total fee for services 
rendered on this project. Such claims and causes include, but are not limited to negligence, 
professional errors or omissions, strict liability, breach of contract or warranty. 
As authorization to proceed, the client will sign and date this contract, and return it to WIDSETH. 
This contract is offered as of this date, April 7, 2023, and is open for a period of 30 days. 

OFFERED BY:   ACCEPTED BY: 
WIDSETH SMITH NOLTING & ASSOC., INC 

___________________________________ ________________________________________ 
Kelly L. Jordan, Land Surveyor  

______________________________________ ___________________________ 
Timothy M. Houle, PE – Civil Engineer/VP  Date of accepted Contract 
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Anoka County Regional Economic Development (ACRED) 

Shovel Ready Certification Program 

Proposed $250,000 program fund

Purpose:

The Shovel Ready Certification Program is aimed at best positioning Anoka County’s strategic large 
development sites, opening up new ways to highlight their availability as immediately developable.  This 
certification program is administered by MN DEED.  The Anoka County program provides financial 
assistance in the form of grants to public and private landowners with key sites to complete the MN 
DEED certification program.  By completing the certification program, development opportunities may 
occur faster than they would on their own and help match city land-use goals through targeted 
marketing by state, county and local partners.  Expedited development on these large sites will generate 
tax revenue quicker and potentially at higher amounts, create jobs to the benefit of current and future 
Anoka County residents, and drive additional development. 

Shovel-ready requirements include: 

 Minimum of 20 acres of contiguous, developable land.  Multiple adjacent smaller parcels under
common ownership qualify for the minimum acreage requirement.

 Fiber optic internet service
 Suitable for development (soils, geotechnical, archaeological/cultural, endangered species,

environmental)
o Brownfield sites will not be considered with this program until remediation is complete

 Existing road access
 Proximity to major transportation corridors
 Zoned for development, or identified as developable in municipal comprehensive plan with Phase 1

development priority
 Proximity to major highway transportation corridors
 Public water and sewer, with available capacity to support a range of different end-users
 Electric power and natural gas, with available capacity to support a range of different end-users
 Any additional requirements as detailed through the MN DEED program

Program Details: 

 Property must be located in Anoka County
 Grants provided to targeted sites, up to $60,000, for completion of the MN DEED Shovel Ready

Certification Program.  Average site cost is expected to be $35,000, with higher expenses
anticipated for larger sites with multiple parcels.

 Requires participation and compliance by landowner
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 MN DEED Shovel Ready Certification applications are to be pursued in 2023, with all necessary work
completed within calendar year 2023.

 Initial applications are due by May 4, 2023 and will be considered shortly thereafter.  Additional
applications will be received on an ongoing basis as funds remain available.

Process: 
- Application completed by the property owner, or municipality with property owner’s signed

consent, must be submitted to Anoka County Regional Economic Development
- Site applications will be reviewed and approved by a review committee consisting of one

representative from MetroNorth Chamber, one from Connexus Energy, and the Anoka County
Director of Economic Development

- All sites must qualify for the MN DEED Shovel Ready Certification program to receive funding
- The first round of applications are due by close of business on Thursday, May 4, 2023.

o If there are more sites than funds available, the review committee will independently
prioritize applications based on scoring criteria indicated below.

o If funds remain after the first round, applications will continue to be accepted until all funds
are expended.

- Costs for MN DEED shovel ready projects will vary.  The last project funded may receive an award
amount of less than total eligible if such an award exhausts all remaining funds.

- Payments will be made directly to MN DEED, their subcontractors, or third-party contractors
performing work for eligible sites as a part of the MN DEED shovel ready application/review
process.  Payments will not be made directly to property owners to do their own work or to wholly-
owned subsidiaries of the property owner.

- Eligible expenses must be incurred after the award date.  Work completed prior to being approved
for an award are not eligible for reimbursement.

Scoring Considerations: 

 Timing of development potential:
o Necessary infrastructure (per MN DEED requirements) is readily available on-site or at

the property line – 10 pts
o Infrastructure needs to be extended to the property, but extensions can occur in less

than 12 months and still complies with MN DEED requirements – 5 pts
o Infrastructure needs to be extended and timeline to complete extensions is 12 or more

months – 1 pt
 Location of site –

o One (1) site per municipality during initial application period.  Additional applications
within the same city will be accepted after the initial application deadline.

 Financial contribution:
o While not required, those sites that have financial contributions from the property

owner, municipality, or utilities/industry will score higher.
 50% or higher contribution – 10 pts
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 25%-49% contribution - 8 pts
 10%-24% contribution - 5 pts
 1%-9% contribution - 3 pts
 No contribution - 0 pts

Minimum scoring required for further consideration:  8 points 
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SHOVEL READY CERTIFICATION 
GRANT APPLICATION 

NOTE:  PLEASE CALL GREGORY FRAHM-GILLES, ANOKA COUNTY DIRECTOR OF ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT, AT 763-324-4609 BEFORE COMPLETING THIS APPLICATION TO DETERMINE SITE 

ELIGIBILITY.   

COMPLETED APPLICATIONS SHALL BE EMAILED TO: 

GREGORY.FRAHM-GILLES@CO.ANOKA.MN.US 

Property Address: 

Property Owner(s) Name: 
(if owned by a business or LLC, name of primary contact): 

Primary contact phone number: 

Primary contact email: 

PID Number(s), if known: 

On a separate sheet, please answer the following:  OUTLINE SCORING 

1. Please describe the project.  Detail the site, development potential, importance to the
community, site complexities and compliance with municipal land use plans (zoning,
Comp Plan, etc.).

2. Is the site currently available for sale?  Is there a real estate broker representing the
property?

3. What predevelopment plans or activities have already been completed?
a. ALTA Survey
b. Phase 1 Environmental
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c. Wetland Delineation 
d. Archeological/Cultural Resource assessment 
e. Threatened and Endangered Species assessment 
f. Geotechnical Soil Test 
g. Topographical Map 
h. Stormwater Plan 

 
 

4. Financial contribution - While no financial contribution is required, will the property 
owner be financially contributing to the “Total Expense” of all future predevelopment 
activities outlined in the table below?   

 If so, how much will be contributed?  Dollars or percentage 
 

Please complete: 

PREDEVELOPMENT 
TASK: 

CONTRACTOR: TIMELINE FOR WORK: BID/QUOTE  

AMOUNT ($): 

Ex:   Geotechnical Soil 
Testing 

ABC GeoTech, LLC  $1,234.12 

   

 

 

 

 

   

   

 

 

   

 

 

   

 

 

 TOTAL EXPENSE  

 

$__________ 

 
***Please include copies of all quotes/bids from chosen contractors with your application. 
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APPLICANT ACKNOWLEDGMENT: 

I acknowledge the following: 

 I am the property owner or co-owner, or a “member” of an ownership LLC for the
subject property.

 I am applying for a grant program that is supported through public funds.  Names of
grant awardees, property address and dollar amounts will be publicly listed on the
Anoka County website and all submitted information will be subject to public record
requests if such a request were to be made.

 Pre-development activity results and reports paid for by the grant must be made
available to Anoka County Regional Economic Development

 The subject property is current on all property tax and special assessment obligations.
 The desired contractors identified above that will complete the requested work are

experienced, capable, and where applicable, licensed in their respective field.  The
contract for services is between the contractor and the property owner, and Anoka
County assumes no liability for services provided.

 I, either personally or as a member of an LLC, do not have a majority ownership stake in
any of the identified contracting firms noted above.

___________________________ ___________________________ 

Name (printed) Date: 

___________________________ 

Signature 
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Submittal requirements: 

- Completed Application with signatures 
- Municipal Acknowledgment 
- Map of project area, highlighting all parcels under common ownership 
- Additional supporting information that you feel would help in the review of the grant 

application (optional) 
 
All questions should be directed to Gregory Frahm-Gilles, Anoka County Director of Economic 
Development, at Gregory.frahm-gilles@co.anoka.mn.us or 763-324-4609. 
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MUNICIPAL ACKNOWLEDGMENT  
(to be filled out by city development staff): 

 

Property address:  ___________________________ 

 
PID#:  ___________________________ 

 
Current Zoning:  ___________________________ 

 
Future Land Use per Comp Plan:  ___________________________ 

 
What is the timeline for all primary utilities to be available on the site?  For the purposes of this 
application, this includes water, sewer, electric, gas, roads and broadband (circle one): 

1. Immediate – all primary utilities are currently available 
2. <12 months – some utilities need to be extended to the property but are nearby 

3. >12 months – utilities need to be extended and unlikely to occur in the next 12 months 

 
On behalf of the City/Township of _________________, I acknowledge and agree that the 
subject property is a high priority development site as outlined in our municipal Comprehensive 
Plan.  Approval of this grant application will further the land use and development objectives of 
the City/Township and help fulfill local economic development objectives.  Award of the grant 
will advance development opportunities for the subject property. 

 

 

___________________________    ___________________________ 

Staff Name (printed)      Title: 

 

 
___________________________    ___________________________ 

Staff Signature       Date: 
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City of Columbus Calendar of Meetings 
 

 
    April 2023  

 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wed. Thursday Friday Saturday 
9 10 11 

 
5:30 pm 
CC Workshop  
Mtg 

 12 
   
  5:00 pm  
  EDA Mtg.  
  6:00 pm 
  CC Mtg.  

13 
 
 

14 15 

16 17 18 
 
6:00 pm 
Local Board of 
Equalization Mtg.   

19 
 
  6:00 pm  
 Joint CC & PC  
 Mtg.   

20 
 
5:30 pm  
Park Board  
Mtg.  

21 22 

23 24 
 

25 
 
5:30 pm  
Fall Fest Mtg.  

26 
 

  6:00 pm 
CC Mtg. 

27 28 29 
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