
Commercial Pet/Small 
Animal Uses Study
SMALL ANIMAL INDOOR TRAINING, BOARDING,
GROOMING, AND DAY CARE
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What is a moratorium?

Zoning Guide for Cities (lmc.org)

• Can be implemented in a 
city to study an issue (i.e. a 
use or type of business)

• Pauses taking in new 
applications covered by 
the issue

• Typically accompanied by 
a formal study on a 
particular issue
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https://www.lmc.org/wp-content/uploads/documents/Zoning-Guide-for-Cities.pdf


City of Columbus Moratorium/Study
Establishment of Moratorium/Ordinance in December 2021
Study called for an examination of Commercial Pet and 
Small Animal Uses
•Small Animal Indoor Boarding
•Small Animal Daycare
•Small Animal Grooming
Additionally, Small Animal Training was requested to be added 
to the study by City Council 
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Why a moratorium?
CUP Application for a Small Animal Daycare Business in 
the Freeway District (Summer 2021)
Inquiry for Dog Training Business (Winter 2021)
• Staff was working on a revision of Zoning Ordinances after 

adoption of a new Comprehensive Plan
• Planning Commission and City Council felt they did not have time 

to address their concerns before the remainder of the Zoning 
Ordinance was adopted
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Study Questions Presented
1) Which zoning districts should these uses be located?
2) What new controls should be implemented governing Commercial Pet and Small Animal 

Boarding and Grooming Facilities provide enough oversight and regulation of uses?
3) What regulations should be implemented for potential nuisances (concerning the health, safety, 

and welfare of the community)?

Questions posed at Previous meeting:
• Do the Planning Commission and City Council believe these are the primary policy questions-

Yes or No?
• Are there additional central policy questions?
• Should any of these policy questions be removed?
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Study Questions Presented - Feedback
Feedback Received:
• Questions 2 and 3 should be revised. 

• Focus question 2 on permitting 
• Focus question 3 on uses.

Questions for Review Next (2-15) Meeting:
1) Which zoning districts should these uses be located?
2) What permitting and license controls should be implemented governing Commercial Pet and 

Small Animal Uses provide enough oversight and regulation of uses?
3) What land use regulations should be implemented for potential nuisances (concerning the 

health, safety, and welfare of the community)?
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Additional Concerns
1) Are there any specific commercial zoning districts 

where you believe these facilities should be prohibited?
• Use types must be defined individually (daycare, pet 

grooming, and pet training) before zoning decisions came be 
made.

• Consider different scenarios (principal use vs. accessory use, 
drive-up)

• Next Meeting: Definitions for individual facility types and 
land use recommendations
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Additional Concerns
2) What specific nuisance concerns (i.e. sights, 

sounds, odors) does the Planning Commission and 
City Council have for these types of businesses?
•Sights, Sounds, and Smells are all big concerns
•Hunting Dog Training (Barking, gunshots)
•Pet Facilities using repurposed building

• Issues with soundproofing
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Additional Concerns
3) What type of design standards are the top 

concerns of the Planning Commission and City 
Council?
•Ventilation
• Impervious Surfaces
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Additional Concerns
4) What kind of controls do the Planning 

Commission and City Council believe are lacking 
in the existing pet boarding and grooming 
regulations of uses?
• Nuisance Priorities Reiterated: Sound, Sights, and Smells
• Concern about Planning Commission recommendations 

not being aligned with City Council policy
• Joint Meetings Going Forward
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Next Meeting
February 15 – Joint Meeting

• Review of Revised Policy Questions 2 & 3
• Staff Definitions of Uses

• Small Animal/Pet Grooming
• Small Animal/Pet Training
• Small Animal/Pet Daycare
• Small Animal/Pet Boarding

• Staff Zoning Recommendations (Based on differing uses)
• Potential Nuisance Regulations Discussion
• Permitting/Licensing/Oversight Discussion
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Questions?
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