
To: City of Columbus Park Board 

From: Frank Koenen, Associate Planner 

Date: November 4, 2022 

Re: City of Columbus Park and Trails Master Plan 

At the upcoming Tuesday November 15 Park Board meeting, we will formally the process of creating 
the City of Columbus Parks and Trails Master Plan. The City of Columbus 2040 Comprehensive 
Plan’s Chapter 4 (pages 3-5) provides an overview of existing and planned parks and trails that 
includes regional, county, and local parks and trails. The final paragraph of the Local Parks and Trails 
section describes what the Parks and Trails Master Plan is expected to include and what the Park Board 
and staff are expected to include in the plan. 

Columbus will develop a Parks and Trails Master Plan that evaluates current city, county, and 
regional resources, identifies potential needs, identifies partners for parks and trails 
coordination, establishes plans for park and trail improvements, and creates a timeframe and 
budget for implementation. Columbus is interested in maximizing the potential development of 
local and regional trail corridors through the city that connect existing and planned trails, 
existing parks and recreation facilities, existing neighborhoods and commercial destinations. 
The City will also examine the potential parks and pedestrian circulation needs in the Freeway 
Corridor. 

The above paragraph provides the framework for what the Park Board and staff will being doing in the 
upcoming months. The process of creating a master plan begins with creating a vision and setting goals 
for the plan. The vision and goal setting has begun with discussions at the July 14th meeting. 
Additionally, public input has been gathered by the city on Columbus City Park with a survey 
conducted in 2021 (pages 6-20). 

The first meeting (Tuesday, November 15) will help focus staff efforts by creating a vision and setting 
goals for the Master Plan. Please find below questions to be addressed at the November 15, 2022 Park 
Board meeting: 

1. What is your vision for Columbus’ park and trails in the next ten years? (This should be a
clearly defined, short, concise statement that defines the “why” of our parks and trails. Think of
previous public engagement in helping define this.)
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2. What goals do the Park Board have for the City of Columbus parks and trails system? 

 
3. Besides maintenance of Columbus City Park, what are top priorities for the City of Columbus 

to achieve the above vision and goals? Does this include anything from the 2021 park survey? 
 

4. What should the city prioritize in connecting and integrating our parks and trails system to 
adjacent cities and the regional park and transportation system. Please include any projects that 
may be led by other organizations, but would be within the City of Columbus (i.e. trail along a 
county or state road, Anoka County Regional Park and Rails, WMA areas, connections to other 
cities, etc.). Please see Parks and Trails maps of adjacent cities (pages 21-25). 
 

5. What things do you think would be a great benefit to Columbus City Park or the overall park 
and trail system in the next ten years, but now seems difficult to achieve due to current budget 
constraints? Think of this as sort of a wish list. 

 
After the first meeting in which the above questions will be addressed, staff can then gather 
information based on what the vision statement is, what goals are set, what the Park Board sees as 
priorities for the Master Plan, and what information the Park Board feels it will need to help develop 
alternatives. Staff will create an inventory and evaluation of existing park and trails, as well as current 
and future needs for existing parks and trails. 
 
The second meeting will include the Park Board members assessing needs and developing alternatives. 
This will include creating measurable outcomes that can be evaluated later at a time(s) set by the Park 
Board. After the Park Board has started developed alternatives and given direction to city staff, the 
staff can help refine the different alternatives into more formal proposals. After the creation of 
alternatives, some form of public engagement must take place (surveys, open house, etc.). The public 
engagement will help the Park Board in evaluating, finalizing, and selecting a plan. 
 
The third meeting will include Park Board members evaluating the alternatives after staff has created 
more formal proposals. After evaluating alternatives and listening to public input, staff can then create 
a draft Parks and Trails Master Plans. At the final meeting, the draft Park and Trails Master Plan can 
then be reviewed by the Park Board, and selected to use as a recommendation to the City Council. 
 
After City Council approval of the plan, the staff can then begin implementing the plan. After 
implementation, the plan should be evaluated based on the measurable outcomes at a time set earlier in 
the process. 
 
Feel free to reach out to me with any questions. 
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2021 Columbus City Park Survey
Do you live in Columbus?
Answer Choices
Yes 97.67% 84
No 2.33% 2

Answered 86
Skipped 0

Responses

Yes No
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60.00%

80.00%
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120.00%

Do you live in Columbus?

Responses
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2021 Columbus City Park Survey
What is your age?
Answer Choices
Under 18 0.00% 0
18-24 1.16% 1
25-34 3.49% 3
35-49 32.56% 28
50-64 38.37% 33
65+ 23.26% 20
Rather not say 1.16% 1

Answered 86
Skipped 0

Responses
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2021 Columbus City Park Survey
How often do you visit the Columbus City Park off Kettle River Blvd.?

Answer Choices
Daily 11.63% 10
Three times per week 17.44% 15
Once a week 20.93% 18
1-2 times a month 29.07% 25
Less than 5 times a year 20.93% 18

Answered 86
Skipped 0

Responses
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Park off Kettle River Blvd.?
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2021 Columbus City Park Survey
What time do you typically visit the Columbus City Park?

Answer Choices
Morning (sunrise-12PM) 27.91% 24
Afternoon (12PM-5PM) 37.21% 32
Evening (5PM-sunset) 26.74% 23
N/A 8.14% 7

Answered 86
Skipped 0

Responses
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12PM)
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2021 Columbus City Park Survey
What are the primary reasons that you use the Columbus City Park? (Please check your top 2 choices).

Answer Choices
Biking 19.77% 17
Playground 30.23% 26
Events 12.79% 11
Picnic 11.63% 10
Family Recreation 18.60% 16
Tennis 9.30% 8
Exercise or jog 26.74% 23
Walking 68.60% 59
Play Sports 4.65% 4
Relax 18.60% 16
Walk Dog 43.02% 37
N/A 1.16% 1
Other (please specify) 7

Answered 86
Skipped 0

Respondent ID Response Date Other (please specify) Tags
12630510789 May 04 2021 0  pickleball
12513523748 Mar 22 2021 0  pickleball 
12513047379 Mar 22 2021 0  pickleball on the tennis cts
12489957202 Mar 14 2021 1  use the picnic shelter to rest while on a bike ride
12484273972 Mar 11 2021 0  Train the dog
12483740503 Mar 11 2021 0  Meet up with friends 
12483573186 Mar 11 2021 1  roller blade on path

Responses
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What are the primary reasons that you 
use the Columbus City Park? (Please 

check your top 2 choices).

Responses
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2021 Columbus City Park Survey
Does the Columbus City Park have enough space for your activities?

Answer Choices
Exceeds expectations 11.63% 10
Meets expectations 65.12% 56
Fair 10.47% 9
Could improve 11.63% 10
Not at all 1.16% 1
N/A 0.00% 0

Answered 86
Skipped 0

Responses
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2021 Columbus City Park Survey
Please rate the condition of the equipment/courts at the Columbus City Park that you use the most:
Answer Choices
Excellent 10.47% 9
Very Good 54.65% 47
Neutral 29.07% 25
Fair 4.65% 4
Poor 1.16% 1

Answered 86
Skipped 0

Responses
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Please rate the condition of the 
equipment/courts at the Columbus City 

Park that you use the most:

Responses
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Total Score
Plant more shade trees along Kettle 
River Blvd and near the Play 
Equipment. 16.28% 14 19.77% 17 22.09% 19 10.47% 9 10.47% 9 9.30% 8 4.65% 4 6.98% 6 0.00% 0 86 6.4

Clean and improve site around the park 
(such as near the Tennis Courts). 9.30% 8 11.63% 10 22.09% 19 12.79% 11 11.63% 10 13.95% 12 12.79% 11 4.65% 4 1.16% 1 86 5.71
Increase Walking Path Bridge Safety 
for winter recreation. 25.00% 1 0.00% 0 25.00% 1 25.00% 1 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 25.00% 1 0.00% 0 4 6
Pave the parking lot off Notre Dame St 
NE. 9.30% 8 10.47% 9 15.12% 13 12.79% 11 9.30% 8 11.63% 10 10.47% 9 19.77% 17 1.16% 1 86 5.15
Expand Trail System, potentially east of 
the Tennis Courts. 39.53% 34 18.60% 16 8.14% 7 11.63% 10 10.47% 9 6.98% 6 1.16% 1 3.49% 3 0.00% 0 86 7.22
Increase the number of playground 
equipment pieces. 4.65% 4 5.81% 5 6.98% 6 15.12% 13 12.79% 11 18.60% 16 24.42% 21 11.63% 10 0.00% 0 86 4.63
Add exercise equipment around the 
trail. 4.65% 4 10.47% 9 5.81% 5 10.47% 9 12.79% 11 10.47% 9 15.12% 13 30.23% 26 0.00% 0 86 4.41

Increase lighting around the parking lot. 3.49% 3 15.12% 13 8.14% 7 12.79% 11 17.44% 15 18.60% 16 17.44% 15 4.65% 4 2.33% 2 86 5.12
Install lighting along the trail. 11.63% 10 8.14% 7 10.47% 9 12.79% 11 15.12% 13 10.47% 9 13.95% 12 17.44% 15 0.00% 0 86 5.14

Answered 86
Skipped 0

Please rank the following list of proposed goals for the Columbus City Park, from 
highest priority to lowest priority:

2021 Columbus City Park Survey

6 7 8 91 2 3 4 5
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Please rank the following list of proposed goals for the Columbus City Park, from highest 
priority to lowest priority:
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2021 Columbus City Park Survey
Park?
Answered: 51
Skipped: 35

Responses
ball fields is definitely a must 
of dust which is not very healthy to breath!!!!!
6:30 and 7, there's a man who let's his dog loose (no leash), even when being approached.  I have to 
constantly watch for them as my dog doesn't do well with other dogs. My dog is ALWAYS on a leash.  
asset and is excellent 
none
Not park specific but the area needs more trails, even unpaved ones.
sunset 
use
court surface. Re-surface courts, level them and replace nets. Add lighting and wind screens around 
court. Put gate in fence on north side so snow-blowing can be done on court in winter. 
Pickleballers/tennis players play in all kinds of weather, as long as they can see. Re-seed/sod barren 
spots in park. Fix the footbridge where erosion has undermined the support on the east end. Increase 
fences onto courts. 2. Put pay-as-you-play lighting up at tennis courts for playing after dark. 3. Put a 
wide (5Ft.)  gate into the NorthWest fence of the courts so we can get a snowblower inside to clear 
the courts for pickleball. We have our own Portable NET. 4. Remove small Maple tree at SW corner of 
courts, all its leaves end up inside the courts. 5. Put up sign asking  dog owners not to let their dogs 
second larger one with a bit more functionality like water and electricity.
Love our park and any improvements would only make it better!
Water park or splash pad for kids
around the park would be preferable.
No
Mosquito control would be a huge improvement for us. 
regulated by a few hours in the evening and few hours in the morning.  Rather see a Pickle Ball court 
then exercise equipment.  You will see more activities on the courts then exercise equipment.  Also if 
possible leave the satellites out a little longer, and put in early.   Thanks, I enjoy the park and think it’s 
Expand and fix the tennis courts. 

 building, put the drinking fountain/water source back on the outside of the firehall building.  
 Far too many baseball fields, 

 Put in a water source at the picnic shelter. 
Connect to other trail systems.
maybe a small pickleball court.
least keep it in a separate place away from walking paths.  Thanks
elementary school would be a huge benefit as well. 
Enforce leash laws and the picking up of dog feces!
no
Expand the trail system in all directions from the park as #1 priority. 

14
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None
na
n a

 Expand some trails, city hall side. 
Ice rink 
Add water pumps 
HUGE improvement 

 Possible Fenced/enclosed designated section for off leash dog area. 
 
Adding more Bike racks for bike securement. 
Wildflower area and a separate trail just for dogs

 Seating along trails
Pavilion for family events
No
Extend walking trail System past the parks limits . 
Install pickleball playing area, minimum 6 courts. Could be in conjunction with tenniscourts
m
Install an outdoor hockey rink
A second picnic shelter over near the tennis courts
More seating more playground equipment more lights possibly a bathroom 
Wider trails would be nice
no
Definitely need more parks and green space. 
Volleyball sand court. 
Spend the money to pave the streets in Columbus first :)
area of the road to allow cars to fully pull off the road.
No 
No
No
swings would make this more usable for families.

15
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2021 Columbus City Park Survey
How much would you be willing to contribute annually to City Park updates and future parks and recreation projects?  
Answer Choices
None 24.42% 21
$5 4.65% 4
$10 5.81% 5
$15 2.33% 2
$20 19.77% 17
$25 23.26% 20
$26 + 19.77% 17

Answered 86
Skipped 0

Responses

None $5 $10 $15 $20 $25 $26 +
0.00%
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10.00%

15.00%

20.00%

25.00%

30.00%

How much would you be willing to 
contribute annually to City Park updates 

and future parks and recreation 
projects?

Responses
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2021 Columbus City Park Survey
How important is the City Park and its amenities to you?

Answer Choices
Very important 41.46% 34
Important 32.93% 27
Somewhat important 23.17% 19
Not very important 1.22% 1
Not at all important 1.22% 1
N/A 0.00% 0

Answered 82
Skipped 4

Responses

Very
important

Important Somewhat
important

Not very
important

Not at all
important

N/A
0.00%

5.00%

10.00%

15.00%

20.00%

25.00%

30.00%

35.00%

40.00%

45.00%

How important is the City Park and its 
amenities to you?

Responses

17
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2021 Columbus City Park Survey
What is your overall opinion of the Columbus City Park?
Answer Choices
Excellent 16.28% 14
Very Good 62.79% 54
Neutral 15.12% 13
Fair 5.81% 5
Poor 0.00% 0

Answered 86
Skipped 0

Responses

Excellent Very Good Neutral Fair Poor
0.00%

10.00%

20.00%

30.00%

40.00%

50.00%

60.00%

70.00%

What is your overall opinion of the 
Columbus City Park?

Responses
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2021 Columbus City Park Survey
Please Note any other ideas for improvements to Columbus City Park features, 
services, or amenities:
Answered: 39
Skipped: 47

Responses

Lakeside Park in Forest Lake has some permanent corn hole games and horseshoe pits, might be 
nice to add those for people who like those games. Add barbecue grills near picnic area. 
More ball fields 
If you pave the dirt road on the north an d expand the trails to the east it would be much appreciated!  
thanks for taking the time to create this survey!
In all, the park is lovely and I really love going there but the ppl who don't put their dogs on leashes 
really wreck it for us to enjoy. 
Just a shout out to the folks that keep the trails plowed during the winter and tend to the upkeep 
during spring, summer and fall. They do a great job!
none
Needs more things to do. Exercise equipment is a great idea. More kids equipment. Maybe a kids 
sensory area. Basketball court, horseshoe pit, archery targets, etc.
Year round bathroom or porta potties
I would be happy to volunteer for this project, either in the planning process or the manual labor of the 
improvements
See #9.

A separate pickleball court with 2 courts, wide gates, pay -as -you- play lighting, and nets. Thanks.
Plow the parking lots in winter, including lot by tennis courts
Thank you to all the members of the Park Committee, your work is greatly appreciated!
Improve access and add dock or something to Howard Lake from property around City Hall and the 
ball fields north of fire station. 
We love walking the park. Mosquito control, if possible would get us walking there more in the 
summer months. 

I think the grounds keepers do an excellent job at cutting the grass and cleaning the park.   If there is 
an issue it’s plowing the trail over the weekend.  Sometimes the snow fall on Friday isn’t removed until 
Monday or Tuesday of the next week.  They do a good job though...

Create bike paths that go from nearby neighborhoods to the park, so that families don't have to drive 
to get there and could instead choose to bike or walk. Cars drive too fast along Kettle River. This 
would be a major improvement to all of Columbus. Connect the neighborhoods by paths. 
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There is a lot of space for baseball, there is only the walking trail that an individual adult can do, not 
teams from other cities.   By renting these ball fields it's giving opportunities to other communities to 
use our park and we're paying staff to maintain the fields for other communities to use.  If we (as 
Columbus residents) don't play baseball and we're not a kid using the playgrounds there isn't anything 
an individual adult can do besides walking the trail.   An adult individual could throw horseshoes or 
shoot hoops by themselves.   A pleasure ice skating rink (not for hockey) could be used by individuals 
young and old, not teams.  
Make sure you study "the parks for all ages" information available to help guide you.  Most parks have 
very little for teenagers and older adults.
There are plenty of ball fields in the area (that don't get used as it is) - please do not add anymore.  I 
like the walking trails, more of those would be nice.  Please keep the play ground equipment in the 
same confined area.
Wider shoulder on roads around the park for additional parking during tournaments

The absolute biggest improvement would be to enforce dog ordinances and regulations.  And keep 
existing trails cleaned and plowed even in the winter. There are also low spots which collect water and 
are unpassable in the spring and in the winter when the water freezes over.
None
none
More safety lights on north parking lot off 165th and notre dame. 
Water spigot.bridge over kettle river connecting west park to east park, or a tunnel
Pavilion with electrical to use for family gatherings

Provide safe / effective walking biking trails from Cityhall to Kettle river & Broadway intersection 
Pickleball courts are a must
Widen the wooden bridge over the stream and provide better sight lines to the approaches so as to 
avoid accidents.
Outdoor hockey rink

The tennis courts might need some work soon. I noticed some cracks at the end of last year. The 
tennis courts do get a lot of use. I'd also love to see a few other locations for hiking. I know there are 
some places but they aren't really marked. It's not really clear where a person can go and where the 
trail is and whether or not someone might be out hunting or if you might be on a trail that is part of 
DNR or private land. Last spring I accidentally found myself on some bird nesting sanctuary trails and 
it wasn't clear where I was supposed to walk. 
Bathroom running water to wash hands by tennis area. 
Keep in mind that a lot of families use the park for taking pictures. Please keep some of the spots that 
offer nice backdrops for family and group photos.
none
More parks, trails, sidewalks and lighting!!
Pave the streets around Columbus first :)
Ice skating in the winter
None
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ÀFq�d��kBCA_L
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ÀFq�d��pdbFI�mChfÀFq�d��EIdbLKAL�

�G �U�R�T ��
�QH�QQ �QG �QU �QR �QT �Qo�Q��QS �GH �GQ �GG �GU �GR�GT

�Go �Q]

�Q �o�] �S �
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ATHLETIC FIELD & PICNIC SHELTER FEES 

As of August 2022 (last report 2019) 

 

City     Use    Fee 

Columbus    Field    $20.00/per 4 hours/field 

     Tournament   $350.00/Fri, Sat, Sun 

 

  Picnic Shelter        N/C Resident +$50.00  

  refundable deposit 

     Picnic Shelter       $40.00 /Non-Resident/4 hours 

__________________________________________________________+$50.00 refundable deposit  

Forest Lake     Fenway Field   $25/hr Resident 

 $35/hr Non-Resident 

                                                                  Other Fields                                $10/hr Resident 

                                                                                                                      $25.00/hr Non-Resident 

 $3.00/hr Youth Non-Profit 

Forest Lake    Tournament   $75.00/ day Youth Non-Profit 

$150.00/day Other 

     Picnic Shelter                              $15/hr Resident 

                     $25/hr Non-Resident 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Hugo     Park Shelter (Small)  $5.00 

2022 no change    Field    School District N/C 

     Field    $10/day youth org. 

     Field    $30/day adult 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Scandia    Picnic Shelter   $25 Resident  

                                                                                           $50.00 Non-Resident     

                                                                                $100.00 deposit 

Field No Charge for Scandia Softball                          

Assoc. others may be charged 

for the estimated cost of lighting 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Wyoming  Park Pavilion   N/C Resident 

                          $25.00/Non-Res/4 hours  

                                             $100.00 refund. deposit 

2022 no change          

     Fields    $10.00/2 hours + $5.00/add 

                                                                                                                      hour         

     Tournament   $150.00/day/field  

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Linwood Field/Shelter   No Charge 

2022 no change 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Lexington They do not rent out shelter or field as Centennial Association uses everything they have. 
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2022 no change 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Centerville Park Shelter   $25.00 

     $100.00 deposit  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Lino Lakes Picnic Shelter   N/C Resident  

     $25.00 Non-Resident  

2020 no change 

                                                                 Fields (Residents only)  Drag $20.00/evening 

Drag & Chalk $30.00/evening  

________________________________________________________________________________ 

Ramsey Lions Pavilion   $10/hr Resident  

     $15/hr Non-Resident 

 

Field Use   $45/field/3 hrs Resident 

     $60.00/field/3 hrs Non-Resident                                                               

Deposit                                       $100.00 Resident & Non-Resident 

 Tournament   $240/field/event 

 Deposit    $150.00 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Ham Lake    Park Pavilion #1 (200 people)   $100.00 Resident  

            Lions Park                                                                                      $175.00 Non-Resident  

                                                                                                          $150.00 deposit 

Park Pavilion #2 (50 people)      $50.00 Resident 

$100.00 Non-Resident  

$150.00 deposit 

 

             Ham Lake Park  Park Pavilion              $50.00 Resident  

                                                                                              $100.00 Non-Resident  

                                                                                                        $150.00 deposit 

Field Use                $10.00/field/day 

Tournament - 4 Field Complex                                                                $300.00/2 days Resident      

                                                                                     $600.00/2 days Non-Resident    

Tournament - Fields 5&6 Lions Park Only                                            $350.00/2 days Resident  

                                                                                                                     $700.00/2 days Non-Resident 

Soderville Athletic Association                                                                 No Charge 

__________________________________ _________________________________________ 

East Bethel    Picnic Shelter        N/C Resident 

2022 no change        $100.00 deposit 

         $50.00 /Non-Resident 

         $100.00 deposit 

 

     Field    N/C Resident 

         $100.00 deposit 

         $10.00 /Day/Non-Resident 
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         $100.00 deposit 

     Tournament   $50.00/field 

                                                                  Deposit                                        $100.00  

 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Isanti Picnic Shelter   N/C Resident or City Non-Profit 

     $5.00 Non-Resident Non-Profit 

     $10.00 Non-Resident  

                                                                 Fields     $15.00 Resident - all day  

     $25.00 Non-Resident - all day  

     $7.50 Non-Profit - all day  
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