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11.20.17 

 

The 11.20.17 meeting of the City of Columbus City Council was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by 

Mayor Dave Povolny at the City Hall. Present were Council Members Bill Krebs, Jeff Duraine, 

Denny Peterson, and Mark Daly; City Administrator Elizabeth Mursko, City Attorney Bill 

Griffith, City Engineer Dennis Postler, and Recording Secretary Karen Boland. 

 

Also in attendance were: Public Works Superintendent Jim Windingstad, Jesse Preiner, Margie & 

Vern Roisum, Dan Mike, Dave Schueler, Marilyn Curran, Doug Hedberg, Jody Krebs, Barb 

Bobick, Jon Rausch, Tracie Wilson, Ken Rohlff, Jeff Meehan, Mare Hansen, Bob Schaller, Mike 

Kempf, Bre Grand, Kent Peterson, Tony Deutsch, Frank Frattalone, Dean Evans, Don Santanni, 

Ron Miller, Pat Clearance, Mel Mettler, Jeannine Sachs, Jackie Bussjaeger, Robert Davies, Pam 

Wolowski, Janet Hegland, Colleen Leeman, Shawn Dahl, Garth Sternberg, Tom Olson, Lynn 

Carver-Quinn, Mary Preiner, Pat Preiner, Norma Heuer, John Derus, Ryan Coddington, Julia 

Parent (Forest Lake Times), and Travis Rosauer (LATV). 

 

A. CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING 

1. Call to Order - Regular Meeting – 7:00 P.M. 

2. Pledge of Allegiance 

 B. CONSENT AGENDA  

3.   Motion – Approval of the City Council Closed Mtg. 10.11.17 & Special Mtg. 10.24.17 

Minutes 

4.   Motion – Approval of the City Council Meeting 11.08.17 Minutes 

5.   Motion – Agenda Approval with Additions 

6.   Motion – Pay Bills as Posted 

7.   Motion – Approve Hennepin Tech College Customized OSHA Training Contract 
 
Motion by Krebs to approve the Consent Agenda items 3-7.  Seconded by Daly.  Motion 
carried unanimously. 

 

C. PRESENTATIONS 

 

8.   Planning Commission Report 

 

Planning Commissioner Jesse Preiner gave the report from their November 15, 2017 meeting.  

He presented on one (1) topic.   

 

Motion – Ordinance Amending Chapter 7A To Allow & Regulate Asphalt/Concrete Production 

Facilities  

 

Commissioner Preiner reported that 33 people signed up to speak at the November 15th public 

hearing on this ordinance amendment. He summarized the remarks from parties in favor of and 

opposed to the text amendment change that would allow an asphalt/concrete production facility 

in the City’s Light Industrial (LI) district. He noted that a marked majority of those who spoke 
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were opposed to the text amendment. Commissioner Preiner said that since there was no 

discussion about public comments prior to the PC making its motion, he wanted to note some of 

the major concerns which were articulated: water, air and noise pollution; opposition to spot 

zoning; belief that an asphalt plant in the freeway district should be required to hook up to City 

utilities; questioning why an asphalt plant fits in the LI district, and is not required to be in a 

heavy industrial district; the increase in truck traffic by one truck per minute;  and whether the 

City or an asphalt plant will have the funds to ameliorate loss of property values.  

 

In discussion of the zoning code amendment, Councilmember Duraine read a prepared statement 

voicing his opposition to allowing an asphalt production facility use in the LI district, stating it is 

unfair to others in the freeway district. Duraine said the City has spent considerable time and 

resources on getting a new bridge on 97, and revamping of the freeway interchange. Why, now 

that we are getting the bridge, do we want to put the City’s ability to attract other LI uses in 

jeopardy by allowing an asphalt plant with the noise, smell and traffic it generates? Columbus 

has two areas zoned for business. This type of use belongs on Lake Drive. Who will want to buy 

the City-owned land with an asphalt plant coming in? 

Duraine said both neighboring communities of Lino Lakes and Centerville have gone on record 

with concerns about this use of the property. Many health concerns are raised by this use. This 

will negatively impact the City’s ability to attract higher density housing in the freeway district– 

a goal that’s been discussed. And the majority of City residents voicing opinions, are opposed to 

the zoning code change.  

 

Councilmember Peterson expressed support for the text amendment. He proposed striking the 

last sentence in Section 7A-823.G. of the proposed draft language: “The traffic management plan 

must include a mitigation plan to reduce conflict with regularly scheduled outdoor events 

adjacent to haul routes.” 

Councilmember Krebs agreed with striking this sentence, saying that with the change in the route 

planned for new Highway 54, truck traffic will no longer have close proximity to Running Aces.  

Councilmember Daly agreed. 

 

Mayor Povolny stated he believes the text amendment went awry and not enough homework has 

been done on it. He thinks residents have been lied to, including lies propagated by Running 

Aces. He would like to see the CC appoint a special commission made up of business owners 

and residents with opinions on both sides of the issue, to work out the details. He believes this 

type of panel could get this to a place both sides could live with. The mayor said he also believes 

an interim use permit would be a better option for this type of use in this district.  

 

Motion by Peterson to approve draft Ordinance 17-03 to amend Chapter 7A of the City 

Code to allow and regulate asphalt/concrete production facilities, striking the last sentence 

of Section 7A-823. G. (as noted above). Seconded by Daly.  Votes as follows: Peterson – aye, 

Daly – aye, Duraine – nay, Krebs – aye, Povolny – nay. Motion carried.  

   

9.   Presentation – MnDot I35 Bridge Interchange Project 

 

Ryan Coddington of MnDot and Bre Grand of ZAN Associates gave a presentation to the 

Council on the I35 project.  
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Construction Calendar - 2018  

I35 will be resurfaced from Highway 97 to Highway 8, with long-term lane closures occurring.  

Construction will begin on the north half of the new 97 bridge over I35. The current bridge will 

remain open. 

Embankment work and site preparation will be done for a new Highway 8 bridge and ramp. 

The new I35-W bridge over I35-E will be constructed for a 2019 opening to traffic. 

Construction Calendar - 2019 

I35 will be resurfaced from south of the split to Highway 97, with long-term lane closures on 

I35, I35-W, and I35-E.  

The new Highway 8 bridge ramp will be constructed over 35. There will be no northbound ramp 

from Highway 8 onto I35 included in the new construction. 

Construction on the south half of the new 97 bridge will occur and all ramps will be 

reconstructed at the interchange. The current 97 bridge will stay open, but ramps will close for 

approximately one month each. 

 

Communications were discussed. Ms. Grand will do all messaging for the project. The goal is to 

make sure all affected parties are as aware of and prepared for construction as possible. The 

project has a specific phone number: 651-321-2499;  

a website: mndot.gov/metro/projects/i35northmetrosplit ;  

and an e-mail account: info@I35NorthMetroSplit.com. 

The City has a link on its website to the project website. 

Ms. Grand said visits will be made to chambers of commerce and local businesses to keep them 

abreast of what is happening and when. Public meetings will be held in 2018 and 2019, prior to 

each construction season. The 511 website, which has real-time traffic information, will be kept 

up to date. 

 

Mr. Coddington was asked about 4th of July in 2018. He said two lanes will remain open in each 

direction on I35. As with any construction, there will be back-ups and delays, especially at high-

use times. There are not a lot of alternate routes. The hope is that knowledge of timing and 

construction plans will help people plan their route to mitigate delays.  

A question was asked about freeway turnarounds for emergency personnel. Mr. Coddington said 

emergency personnel have given input, and will help determine which turnarounds along 

construction routes need to remain open and which may be closed. 

Mr. Coddington said MnDot is looking at using mobile electronic signs to indicate expected 

delays in the construction zones. The placement of those is being determined. 

 

City Administrator Mursko said the City has the opportunity to have public service messaging on 

its electronic billboard. Does the Council want to see the project contact information number on 

our rotations? Councilmembers said they do. 

 

After construction on the new 97 bridge is completed, the current 97 bridge will be dropped, 

resulting in a short-term closure of I35. This will likely be done overnight. 

    

10. Public Open Forum 

 

Dan Mike – 15123 Hornsby St., Columbus, MN  

Mr. Mike asked if his business can sign up for e-mails re: the MnDot construction projects. Ms. 

mailto:info@I35NorthMetroSplit.com
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Grand said that can be done through the project website. 

Mr. Mike inquired about getting a traffic light at the intersection of 97 and Hornsby. Mr. 

Coddington said a stoplight warrant analysis is being done, looking at traffic today as well as 

future projections with completion of the bridge/interchange project. Crashes increase with use 

of signals. There is a distinct category for when to put in a signal, and the DOT likes numbers 

first.  

All turns off of the diverging diamond interchange will be signalized. There will also be a “No 

right turn on red” sign. In addition, there will be left turn lanes put in at the intersection of 97 and 

Hornsby, which sets it up for a signal in the future, if it is warranted. 

Mr. Mike asked about a roundabout. Mr. Coddington said there is more leniency for what 

warrants a roundabout, but they are more costly.  

Mr. Mike asked if back-up is expected on 97 once the bridge/interchange project is completed. 

Mr. Coddington said at peak times there will likely be some delay; it should be better than it is 

today. 

Mr. Mike asked if there is any way to time the lights between the freeway and Kwik Trip to 

allow better egress from Hornsby onto 97. Mr. Coddington said these are not phased, but signal 

timing can be looked at and coordinated as much as possible. 

 

Robert Davies – 7242 161st Ave. NE, Columbus, MN 

Mr. Davies attended the neighborhood meeting for the proposed paving of Area 1: 161st Ave., 

164th Ave., 164th Lane, Kwei St., Indus St., and MacKenzie St. He said he did not want to speak 

for or against the paving of 161st, though he does not believe his parcel will receive much 

benefit. He has been assigned a lot potential of three parcels, and believes it should be considered 

one, due to the many difficulties that would impede subdivision. He said an upfront charge for 

two unplatted lots sets a precedence for the City to guarantee granting of subdivision to three 

lots. Before petitions are sent out, he asked for 1) City documentation to support that paving of 

161st would improve property value on the lot to the degree being assessed, and 2) a copy of the 

proposed timeline for the petition votes, Council deliberation and vote on this project, and formal 

assessment hearing if the project is approved. He believes one charge per PIN # is appropriate. 

City Engineer Postler said the property in question is 19 ½ acres with 663 feet of frontage. He 

said at this stage the maximum number of potentially developable lots is looked at if someone 

has more than ten acres and at least 220 feet of frontage per assessable lot. There are wetlands at 

the northwest and northeast corners of this property. However, Postler said there is a potential for 

two or three driveways or a shared driveway. Mr. Davies believes the idea of a potential shared 

driveway is an oversimplification and not practical. 

City Attorney Griffith reminded all parties this is beginning of the process. There are two 

hearings--the project hearing and the assessment hearing--for this to be challenged. There is also 

the opportunity to provide documentation to the City Engineer. Griffith added that a property 

owner would not be guaranteed the lots, but if they are charged assessments for three lots, the 

City should have a good reason if they then tell the property owner they can’t subdivide the three 

lots. That’s why the give and take between the property owner and the City is important at this 

point. If a property owner can provide evidence that they can’t develop three lots, then the City 

would typically go to two or one. 

The Council asked Mr. Davies to provide the Engineer with information to show why he believes 

the property can’t be subdivided. 

Mayor Povolny informed Mr. Davies that under current ordinance, with land averaging, he could 

potentially have 3 houses with 2 ½ -acre lots.  
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Mr. Davies asked if an agreement could be reached for no future development on the property. 

Attorney Griffith said that has not been City practice, because generally the Council is in favor 

of development where it can occur.  

 

Tracie Wilson – CFO at Running Aces Harness Park and John Derus - Board of Directors 

member at Running Aces 

Ms. Wilson wanted to address two specific comments. One was made by the mayor; he said 

Running Aces propagated lies. She said she takes offense, and pointed out that Running Aces is 

the largest employer in the City, with over 600 employees. 

Mayor Povolny and other Council members said months ago they had direct communication 

from Peter Frank, CEO of Running Aces, that he wanted to see Highway 54 moved farther from 

the racetrack. When that road re-alignment was approved by the County, Taro Ito sent a letter, on 

Running Aces letterhead, to all City residents, stating Running Aces knew nothing about moving 

the road back from the track. Whether or not it was due to lack of communication between the 

CEO and his staff, the statements in that letter were untrue. 

Ms. Wilson said she and Mr. Ito were working with the County on the road, and no one at the 

County mentioned to them that a re-alignment was being considered. She said when the County 

did re-align the road, they admitted it was due to cost issues with the easement.  

Councilmembers said the County stated multiple reasons for the change. Mr. Frank wanted it 

changed, and expressed that to the Council, as well as his pleasure when the change was made.  

Ms. Wilson said she has also heard very little discussion about all the evidence and testimony 

submitted to the Council. She has not heard how any of the concerns raised are going to be 

addressed. 

Attorney Griffith said this is subject matter is inappropriate as it is a re-hearing of a matter that 

has already been closed. Many people came here tonight who would’ve wanted to speak and did 

not have the opportunity. A discussion about the road realignment is okay; that was not part of 

the hearing. 

City Administrator Mursko said there were 19 meetings held on the Highway 54 design. Many 

plans and facts were brought to the table near the end. Looking at the factors, the County decided 

to look at other road alignment alternatives. The City did not find out until 7-10 days ago that the 

alternate design was going to be considered. Up until then the County had said it was unwilling 

to change the alignment. The County will, not doubt keep Running Aces in the loop, but they had 

to get all their team on board. 

Mr. Derus pointed out there has been a good relationship between Running Aces and the City for 

many years. No one wants to destroy that record. He said he believes Ms. Wilson is trying to say 

that Running Aces has a level of integrity, and they do not want a different reputation with the 

City. As far as he and Ms. Wilson know, the letter put out by Mr. Ito was accurate. It may not be 

accurate, but they were never informed otherwise. Running Aces wants to be able to move 

forward with a good relationship. 

 

Ms. Wilson asked if the new 97 bridge and its feeder roads will be able to handle the one dump 

truck per minute that are being cited in the Wenck traffic study report. The mayor said the way 

the contract was laid out, there are bonuses to make it work.  

Ms. Wilson asked if the roundabout that’s going in on 97 will be able to handle the one dump 

truck per minute. Councilmember Peterson said there is a roundabout specialist on the project; 

the specialist says it will handle it. 
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Lynn Carver-Quinn – 7540 102nd Lane NE, Columbus, MN 

Ms. Carver-Quinn believes emotions have been running high and that has created problems on 

both sides. She suggested Council members reach out to residents and agree to disagree without 

being critical, saying other citizens need to do the same. She asked the Council to make the first 

attempt to reach out. She encouraged everyone to stick to facts, and added that, as Ms. Wilson 

said, she, too, feels that people who submitted facts to the Council have not received feedback 

that those things have been read and considered.  

 

11. Information – DNR Land Sale Letter 

 

Mursko reported that the DNR is selling 20 acres of land off the corner of 189th and Vassar. It is 

on the market and, in their advertisement, they wrote that the City has information on the 

property. The City does not; we have no information on it. Any interested party needs to do their 

own due diligence re: wetlands, soil borings, etc.   

 

D. STAFF AND CONSULTANT REPORTS 

 

12. Engineer Report 

 

City Engineer Dennis Postler presented a report on one (1) topic.   

 

Discussion 2018 Proposed Road Improvement Projects Neighborhood Meeting Results 

 

Based on direction from the Council, neighborhood meetings were held about paving of roughly 

25 miles of gravel roads, broken up into four different neighborhoods.  Meetings were held last 

week. These were City-initiated meetings, not petition-initiated. 

For Area 1: 161st Avenue, 164th avenue, 164th lane, Kwei St., Indus St., and MacKenzie St. --14 

of 32 parcel owners attended. Seven in attendance voted yes; seven voted no. One e-mail vote of 

no was received by someone who could not attend. 

For Area 2: Cornell St. and Gehrig St. – three of 17 parcels attended. All three voted yes.  

For Area 3: 162nd Ave. and 159th Ave. – 18 of 32 parcels attended. Six voted yes; 12 voted no. 

For Area 4: 165th Ave. and Xingu St. (162nd to 165th) – 24 of 41 parcels attended. Four voted yes; 

20 voted no.   

 

Cost estimates to residents were discussed.  

There was discussion of 165th as a collector road and past City contributions toward the paving 

of collector roads. Public Works Superintendent Jim Windingstad pointed out that 165th is also 

scheduled for gravel in 2018, with a budget allotment of $25,000. That money could go toward 

asphalt if the project goes forward.  

 

If the City classifies 165th as a collector road, Mursko reported that, in the past, the City paid for 

an extra inch of asphalt for these roads (e.g. Notre Dame). Traffic on 165th does not warrant that 

extra inch, but the City could contribute an amount toward the paving of 165th.  

Sending petitions to residents was discussed.  

 

Motion by Duraine to pay 20% of the cost to pave 165th Avenue, including $25,000 from the 

2018 gravel fund which would now be designated to offset that 20% cost. Seconded by 
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Krebs.  Votes as follows: Peterson – aye, Daly – abstain (lives on 165th), Duraine –aye, 

Krebs – aye, Povolny – aye. Motion carried. 

  

Motion by Peterson to send petitions to all four neighborhoods who had meetings. 

Seconded by Krebs.  Votes as follows: Peterson – aye, Daly – abstain (lives on 165th), 

Duraine –aye, Krebs – aye, Povolny – aye. Motion carried.  

 

13. Attorney Report 

No report. 

 

14. Mayor and City Council Member’s Report 

 

Council Member Peterson 

 

Councilmember Peterson said it was a difficult decision on the text amendment. He commended 

staff on an excellent job compiling the huge amount of materials submitted.  

 

15. Public Works Report 

 

No report. 

 

16. Public Communications Coordinator Report 

 

No report. 

 

17. City Administrator’s Report 

 

Mursko reported that City Attorney Jacob Steen was consulted about the process going forward 

for Bituminous Roadways, Inc., if the zoning code change was approved tonight. BRI needs to 

withdraw its current applications, other than its plat application. They will need to re-submit a 

new CUP application. A public notice will then be posted for a public hearing before the 

Planning Commission. 

Mursko said it is possible a public hearing could take place as early as December 20th or January 

3rd. In either case, the matter could go to the City Council at its January 10, 2018 meeting. 

 

E. ANNOUNCEMENTS & REMINDERS 

 

The next Planning Commission meeting is 12.20.17. The 12.06.17 meeting is cancelled. 

 

Calendar of Meetings. 

F. ADJOURNMENT 

Motion by Krebs to adjourn.  Seconded by Daly.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Meeting adjourned at 9:05 p.m. 
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Respectfully Submitted: 

 

 

 

 

Karen Boland, Recording Secretary
 


