
CITY OF COLUMBUS 1 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING 2 

INTERACTIVE TECHNOLOGY MEETING FORMAT 3 
STATUTES SECTION 13D.021 4 

5 
December 22, 2025 – 6:00 PM 6 

7 
The December 22, 2025 City Council Meeting was called to order by Mayor Ron Hanegraaf at 8 
City Hall at 6:00 PM. 9 

Present were City Councilmembers Scott Wendell, Jennifer Lattin, Rob Busch, and Karen 10 
Fleming. 11 

Also present were City Administrator Jack Davis, Assistant City Administrator Aaron Berg, Public 12 
Works Director Jim Windingstad, Finance Director Cheryl Jenkins, City Engineer Brian 13 
Bachmeier, City Attorney Megan Rogers and Assistant Planner Eleanor Hahn via Zoom. 14 

In attendance was Keona Prokop, Gretchen McClure and Rob Olson. 15 

The meeting was conducted in a hybrid interactive technology meeting format pursuant to 16 
Minnesota Statutes Section 13D.021. 17 

A. CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING18 

1. Call to Order – Regular Meeting, 6:00 PM19 
2. Pledge of Allegiance20 
3. Adoption of Agenda21 

22 
Motion by Mayor Hanegraaf to approve the December 22, 2025 City Council Meeting Agenda. 23 
Seconded by Councilmember Busch. 24 

Roll Call Vote: Lattin – Aye, Wendell – Aye, Fleming – Aye, Busch – Aye, & Hanegraaf – Aye. 25 
Motion carries unanimously. 26 

B. CONSENT AGENDA27 

1. Approval of Bill Payments28 
2. Approval of Supplemental Bill Payments29 
3. Approval of December 10, 2025 Regular City Council Meeting Minutes30 
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4. Acceptance of Resignation of EDA Member Karen Fleming 31 
32 

Motion by Mayor Hanegraaf to approve the Consent Agenda for the December 22, 2025 City 33 
Council Meeting. Seconded by Councilmember Lattin. 34 

Roll Call Vote: Lattin – Aye, Wendell – Aye, Fleming – Aye, Busch – Aye, & Hanegraaf – Aye. 35 
Motion carries unanimously. 36 

C. PRESENTATIONS AND ITEMS FOR COUNCIL ACTION37 

1. Public Forum38 

No public comments were offered. 39 

2. McClure Preliminary Plat and Variance40 

Assistant Planner Eleanor Hahn presented the McClure Acres Preliminary Plat and Variance 41 
application for property located at 7523 165th Ave NE. The proposal would subdivide an 42 
existing 13.678-acre Rural Residential (RR) parcel into two residential lots, with the existing 43 
residence remaining on Lot 1 and a new residential lot created as Lot 2. 44 

Hahn explained that a variance was requested to reduce the required lot width for Lot 2 from 45 
220 feet to 165 feet to accommodate an existing, compliant subsurface sewage treatment 46 
system (SSTS) installed by a previous owner. The Planning Commission held a public hearing on 47 
December 3, 2025, with no public comments received. 48 

Hahn reviewed the Planning Commission’s actions, noting that the Commission reached a 2–2 49 
vote on the variance request, resulting in no recommendation for approval. Because the 50 
variance was not recommended, staff advised that the Preliminary Plat could not be approved 51 
as submitted. 52 

Council discussed the available options, including denying the variance and extending the 53 
review period to allow the applicant to submit a revised Preliminary Plat meeting the 220-foot 54 
lot width requirement and establishing a permanent maintenance easement over the SSTS. 55 

Councilmember Lattin questioned the condition and remaining lifespan of the existing septic 56 
system and confirmed that a full inspection had been completed, indicating the system was 57 
compliant and functioning properly. 58 
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Councilmember Wendell raised concerns that the request may represent an economic hardship 59 
rather than a practical difficulty, noting that the septic system could be relocated elsewhere on 60 
the remaining parcel if necessary.  61 

Councilmember Busch asked clarifying questions regarding the configuration of the proposed 62 
lot split, including parcel sizes, the location of the septic system relative to the new property 63 
lines, and the feasibility of future relocation.  64 

Mayor Hanegraaf commented on the varied frontage widths along the roadway and stated that 65 
the proposed lot width appeared consistent with surrounding development patterns, 66 
expressing concern about requiring abandonment of a functioning septic system.  67 

City Attorney Megan Rogers advised that the City Council serves as the final decision-making 68 
authority on variance requests and clarified that approval or denial would be case-specific and 69 
would not establish precedent for future applications. 70 

Motion by Councilmember Lattin to approve the McClure Acres Preliminary Plat and the 71 
variance for a lot width reduction for 7523 165th Ave NE as proposed in the staff report for 72 
this item. Seconded by Councilmember Busch. 73 

Roll Call Vote: Lattin – Aye, Wendell – Nay, Fleming – Aye, Busch – Aye, & Hanegraaf – Aye. 74 
Motion carries by a 4 – 1 vote.  75 

Councilmember Scott Wendell stated that his nay vote on the McClure Acres Preliminary Plat 76 
and variance request was based on the variance findings in the council packet, specifically 77 
Finding No. 6, which requires that the practical difficulty not be created solely by economic 78 
considerations. Councilmember Wendell indicated that, in his view, this standard was not 79 
satisfied. 80 

3. Ordinance Amendment 25-04 – Fence Regulations 81 

Assistant Planner Eleanor Hahn presented Ordinance Amendment 25-04, which consolidates 82 
and clarifies fencing regulations within Chapter 7A of the City Code. Hahn reviewed updates 83 
addressing definitions, permitting requirements, materials, height limits, placement standards, 84 
drainage clearance, and property-line considerations. 85 

Hahn highlighted that the ordinance allows fences along property lines with written consent 86 
from adjoining property owners, clarifies that property surveys may be required at staff 87 
discretion, and establishes minimum ground clearance to allow for drainage. The Planning 88 
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Commission held a public hearing on November 5, 2025, with no public comments received, 89 
and recommended approval. 90 

December 10th, 2025 City Council meeting discussion with requested changes.  91 

Hahn asked for final clarification on the setback standards. Council discussed setback options 92 
along with the pros and cons. Council asked City Attorney Megan Rogers for clarification on the 93 
cities authority to obligate neighbors to agree. Rogers clarified the intent of the ordinance was 94 
to give the city the authority to require a survey.  95 

Motion by Councilmember Lattin to adopt Ordinance Amendment 25-04, approving 96 
amendments to the Ordinance 25 - 04 as outlined in the staff report for Item C.3 of the 97 
December 22, 2025 Council Agenda with clarifications to allow for no setback with adding 98 
neighbor sign-off to the recommended setback requirements for fences. Seconded by 99 
Councilmember Fleming.  100 

Roll Call Vote: Lattin – Aye, Wendell – Aye, Fleming – Aye, Busch – Aye, & Hanegraaf – Aye. 101 
Motion carries unanimously.  102 

4. 2026 Calendar of Meetings 103 

City Administrator Jack Davis presented the proposed 2026 City Council, EDA, Planning 104 
Commission, and Park Board meeting schedules, noting adjustments for holidays and statutory 105 
requirements. 106 

Motion by Mayor Hanegraaf to approve the 2026 Calendar of Meetings as presented in Item 107 
C.4 of the December 22, 2025 City Council Meeting. Seconded by Councilmember Wendell. 108 

Roll Call Vote: Lattin – Aye, Wendell – Aye, Fleming – Aye, Busch – Aye, & Hanegraaf – Aye. 109 
Motion carries unanimously. 110 

5. 2026 Fee Schedule 111 

City Administrator Jack Davis presented Ordinance No. 26-01 and the proposed 2026 Fee 112 
Schedule. City Engineer Brian Bachmeier reviewed recommended utility fee adjustments based 113 
on inflation and regional cost indices, including maintaining the Metropolitan Sewer Availability 114 
Charge at $2,485, increasing the Local Sewer Availability Charge to $527, and increasing the 115 
Water Availability Charge to $1,887. 116 
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Motion by Councilmember Wendell to approve Ordinance No. 26-01, the 2026 Fee Schedule, 117 
effective January 1, 2026, as presented in Item C.5 of the December 22, 2025, City Council 118 
Meeting. Seconded by Councilmember Busch. 119 

Roll Call Vote: Lattin – Aye, Wendell – Aye, Fleming – Aye, Busch – Aye, & Hanegraaf – Aye. 120 
Motion carries unanimously.  121 

6. Compensation for Appointed Citizen Members 122 

City Administrator Jack Davis presented a proposal to increase compensation for appointed 123 
citizen members serving on boards, commissions, committees, and authorities from $20 to $40 124 
per meeting beginning January 1, 2026. Council discussed recruitment and retention 125 
considerations. 126 

Motion by Mayor Hanegraaf approve the increase of the stipend for appointed citizen 127 
members serving on Commissions, Committees, Boards and Authorities from $20 to $40 per 128 
attended regular and special meetings, commencing January 1, 2026. Seconded by 129 
Councilmember Lattin. 130 

Roll Call Vote: Lattin – Aye, Wendell – Aye, Fleming – Aye, Busch – Aye, & Hanegraaf – Aye. 131 
Motion carries unanimously. 132 

7. January Work Meeting Agenda 133 

City Administrator Davis reviewed proposed agenda topics for the January 2026 City Council 134 
Work Meeting which include a discussion on City Council Reimbursement Policy for extra 135 
meetings, focusing on consistency, eligibility, and administrative clarity. Additional discussion 136 
items include a review of the Planning Commission Public Hearing Policy, and consideration of 137 
potential updates to the Personnel Committee Policy and organizational structure. 138 

Staff recommended that the City Council formally set the workshop agenda using the proposed 139 
topics and make any additions or deletions as deemed appropriate to ensure an efficient and 140 
productive work session. 141 

Motion by Councilmember Wendell to approve the January 2026 City Council Work Meeting 142 
as presented in Item C.7 of the December 22, 2025 City Council Meeting Agenda and Packet 143 
of Materials. Seconded by Councilmember Fleming. 144 

Roll Call Vote: Busch – Aye, Fleming – Aye, Wendell – Aye, Lattin – Aye, & Hanegraaf – Aye. 145 
Reverse order.  Motion carries unanimously. 146 
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D. CONSULTANT, LIAISON & STAFF REPORTS 147 

1. City Engineer 148 

City Engineer Brian Bachmeier had no formal report however provided that preliminary 149 
information from the Notre Dame soil borings had been received, and that the final boring 150 
report and engineering recommendations were expected by the end of the week. He advised 151 
that the complete report would be presented to the City Council at the January 14, 2026 152 
meeting for review and discussion. 153 

2. City Attorney Report 154 

American Tower Lease Amendment 155 

City Attorney Megan Rogers reviewed a proposed short-form amendment to the existing 156 
American Tower lease for the City-owned cellular tower. Rogers explained that American Tower 157 
is requesting the addition of a Limited Right of First Refusal (ROFR) applicable only in the event 158 
the City receives a third-party offer to purchase the tower lease interest, not the underlying 159 
land. 160 

Rogers noted that, in exchange for this provision, American Tower is offering the City a one-161 
time signing bonus of $5,000, based on the site’s current tenant configuration of one active 162 
tenant. She explained that the ROFR would allow American Tower to match a bona fide third-163 
party offer, thereby protecting its investment and maintaining continuity of tenant marketing 164 
and operations amid ongoing consolidation in the wireless industry. 165 

Motion by Councilmember Wendell table the addition of a Limited Right of First Refusal 166 
(ROFR) in exchange for a one-time signing bonus of $5,000 and add it to the January 6th 167 
workshop for further discussion. Seconded by Councilmember Lattin. 168 

Roll Call Vote: Lattin – Aye, Wendell – Aye, Fleming – Aye, Busch – Aye, & Hanegraaf – Aye. 169 
Motion carries unanimously. 170 

St. Clair Lakes Canoe Access – Amended Settlement Agreement 171 

Attorney Rogers reviewed a proposed amended settlement agreement related to lake access at 172 
Howard Lake within the Shore Impact Zone. She explained that the amendment updates a 2018 173 
settlement agreement between the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (DNR), the 174 
City of Columbus, and the original developer, whose interests have since been assumed by the 175 
St. Clair Lakes Homeowners Association (HOA). 176 

6



Rogers explained that the original agreement permitted a natural surface trail and walk-in 177 
canoe launch. Over time, the launch area became overgrown and its use resulted in greater 178 
shoreline disturbance than anticipated. At the request of the HOA, and following City 179 
authorization, staff worked with the DNR to evaluate a revised access approach. 180 

The amended agreement replaces the canoe launch provision with permission for a narrow 181 
wooden dock designed to reach open water while minimizing shoreline and aquatic vegetation 182 
impacts. Rogers reviewed key provisions of the amendment, including limits on dock width and 183 
length, required materials, decking spacing for sunlight penetration, restrictions on vegetation 184 
removal, and continued compliance with DNR permitting requirements. 185 

Rogers reported that the DNR has approved the amended agreement and is prepared to 186 
execute it, with City and HOA signatures required to finalize the amendment. Staff 187 
recommended Council approval of the amended settlement agreement. 188 

Motion by Mayor Ron Hanegraaf to table the St. Clair Lakes proposal for the canoe access 189 
until our workshop on January 6. Seconded by Councilmember Wendell. 190 

Roll Call Vote: Lattin – Aye, Wendell – Aye, Fleming – Aye, Busch – Aye, & Hanegraaf – Aye. 191 
Motion carries unanimously.  192 

3. Mayor & City Council Reports 193 

Councilmember Lattin had no report however she had received positive feedback from 194 
residents on snow removal. Councilmember Wendell reported on the Forest Lake Cable 195 
Commission (FLCC) Meeting where they discussed budget and the members appreciate the 196 
transition of Columbus is the new Fiscal Agent. Councilmember Fleming had no report. 197 
Councilmember Busch also extend resident appreciation to Public Works for their snow 198 
removal work. Mayor Hanegraaf reported that he and City Administrator Jack Davis attended 199 
the Fire Board meeting on Dec 18th, 2025 and discussed the sale of three fire trucks.  200 

4. EDA Report and Citizen Member Appointment 201 

Economic Development Authority (EDA) Appointment 202 

Councilmember Lattin reported that the EDA discussed a tentative date for the next Columbiz 203 
business outreach event, which was preliminarily set for April, and noted that EDA applicants 204 
provided valuable feedback on ways to better engage local businesses. She expressed 205 
appreciation for the input received and indicated it would be helpful as the EDA plans future 206 
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outreach efforts. Lattin also a recommendation for appointment to the Economic Development 207 
Authority. Lattin reported that Keona Prokop has expressed interest in serving on the EDA and 208 
meets the qualifications for appointment. He noted that the EDA benefits from a range of 209 
professional experience and community perspectives, and that Prokop’s appointment would 210 
support continued engagement in economic development planning and advisory functions.  211 

The City Council was asked to consider the appointment of Keona Prokop to the Economic 212 
Development Authority for the applicable term.  213 

Motion by Mayor Hanegraaf to approve the appointment of Keona Prokop to the City of 214 
Columbus Economic Development Authority for a six-year term from January 2, 2026 through 215 
December 31, 2031. Seconded by Councilmember Lattin. 216 

Roll Call Vote: Lattin – Aye, Wendell – Aye, Fleming – Aye, Busch – Aye, & Hanegraaf – Aye. 217 
Motion carries unanimously. 218 

5. Planning Commission Report & Citizen Member Re-appointments 219 

Councilmember Wendell reported on the recent Planning Commission meeting, noting that the 220 
Commission reviewed and voted on the McClure Acres preliminary plat and variance request, 221 
which had already been addressed earlier in the City Council meeting. He also reported that the 222 
Planning Commission held a public hearing on an amendment to the Conditional Use Permit 223 
(CUP) for the Brown Beagle development to extend previously approved construction timelines. 224 
The original CUP phases had deadlines of December 31, 2024, December 31, 2025, and 225 
December 31, 2026; the Commission approved amended deadlines of December 31, 2025 for 226 
Phase 1, June 30, 2027 for Phase 2, and December 31, 2028 for Phase 3. Councilmember 227 
Wendell further noted that the Planning Commission discussed whether cannabis or cannabis-228 
related business restrictions could be included within CUP conditions for the property, but no 229 
final action was taken on that matter. He stated that the CUP amendment would require City 230 
Council approval and would return to the Planning Commission in January before coming back 231 
to the Council for formal consideration. 232 

Citizen Appointment 233 

City Administrator Jack Davis reported that Cary Foss expressed interest in serving on the 234 
Planning Commission and applied for the opening. On December 11, 2024, Foss was 235 
interviewed for a vacancy on the Planning Commission. 236 
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It is the recommendation of the interview panel to appoint Mr. Foss to the Planning 237 
Commission to fill the seat vacated by Susan Bautch for the term to expire on December 31, 238 
2027. 239 

Additionally, reappointment requests were received from current Planning Commission 240 
members whose terms are expiring, including Kim Snell and Andy Heinen. Both individuals 241 
expressed interest in continuing their service, and staff recommended their reappointment to 242 
new three-year terms, expiring December 31, 2028, in order to maintain continuity, experience, 243 
and consistent representation on the Planning Commission.  244 

Staff recommended reappointment of Andy Heinen and Kim Snell to the Planning Commission 245 
for three-year terms expiring December 31, 2028. 246 

Motion by Councilmember Wendell to approve the Planning Commission appointment of 247 
Cary Foss to a partial term to expire on December 31, 2027. Seconded by Lattin.  248 

Roll Call Vote: Lattin – Aye, Wendell – Aye, Fleming – Aye, Busch – Aye, & Hanegraaf – Aye. 249 
Motion carries unanimously  250 

Motion by Councilmember Wendell to approve the reappointments of Kim Snell and Andy 251 
Heinen to three-year terms on the City of Columbus Planning Commission with those terms 252 
to expire on December 31. 2028. Seconded by Councilmember Fleming. 253 

Roll Call Vote: Busch – Aye, Fleming – Aye, Wendell – Aye, Lattin – Aye, & Hanegraaf – Aye. 254 
Reverse order.  Motion carries unanimously. 255 

6. Public Works Report 256 

Public Works Director Jim Windingstad provided an update on Public Works operations and 257 
equipment needs. 258 

Windingstad reviewed a recommendation to purchase a Snow Wolf 12-foot Snow Pusher 259 
attachment for use with City equipment. The proposed purchase includes the snow pusher and 260 
installation at a total cost of $31,583.00, to be supplied by Ziegler Equipment Company. 261 

Windingstad explained that the snow pusher attachment would improve efficiency during snow 262 
removal operations by allowing Public Works to move larger volumes of snow more effectively 263 
in parking lots, cul-de-sacs, and wider roadway areas. The attachment would reduce the 264 
number of passes required during storm events, improve operational safety, and limit wear on 265 
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existing plow equipment. The equipment is intended to complement the City’s current fleet and 266 
enhance winter maintenance response times. 267 

Council discussed the operational benefits, cost considerations, and long-term maintenance 268 
impacts. Councilmember Scott Wendell asked how parking lots and facilities such as City Hall 269 
and the Fire Department are currently plowed and whether the snow pusher would improve 270 
efficiency in those areas. He also asked about overtime impacts, noting whether increased 271 
efficiency could reduce overtime during snow events. 272 

Councilmember Rob Busch asked whether use of the snow pusher would result in additional 273 
wear or increased hours on the front-end loader, and whether the loader would be traveling 274 
long distances on city or county roads. He also asked about the installation cost, confirming that 275 
mounting and electrical work would be a one-time expense, and inquired what would be done 276 
with the existing plow once the new attachment is purchased. 277 

Councilmember Karen Fleming asked which vendor was being considered (Ziegler) and inquired 278 
about warranty coverage, repair responsibility, and whether repairs would be handled in-house 279 
or by the vendor. She also asked about asset depreciation and the expected depreciation 280 
period. 281 

Councilmember Jenny Lattin asked about the safety and practicality of operating the front-end 282 
loader on county roads, including visibility and traffic considerations, and whether the loader 283 
could still efficiently perform other duties such as loading salt once equipped with the snow 284 
pusher. 285 

Mayor Ron Hanegraaf confirmed that the purchase was already included in the approved 286 
budget, asked clarifying questions regarding installation and operational flexibility, and 287 
ultimately supported the purchase as a means to improve snow removal response times and 288 
address resident concerns. 289 

Motion by Mayor Hanegraaf to approve the purchase of the Snow Wolf Snow Pusher 290 
attachment from Ziegler Equipment Company at a total installed cost of $31,583.00 from 291 
Zeigler Caterpillar. Seconded by Councilmember Wendell. 292 

Roll Call Vote: Busch – Aye, Fleming – Aye, Wendell – Aye, Lattin – Aye, & Hanegraaf – Aye. 293 
Reverse order.  Motion carries unanimously. 294 

7. City Administrator Report 295 
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Sunrise River Watershed Management Organization (WMO) Appointments 296 

City Administrator Jack Davis reported that the City is required to participate in watershed 297 
management organizations and appoint both a Councilmember and a citizen representative. 298 
Councilmember Janet Hegland’s Council liaison seat has been vacant since October 16, 2025, 299 
and the citizen member term held by Tim Melchior expires on December 31, 2025.  300 

Staff recommended the reappointment of Mr. Melchior for an additional term and the 301 
appointment of a City Councilmember to fill the vacant Council liaison position. 302 

The Council discussed the need to make appointments promptly in order to ensure 303 
representation at the WMO’s upcoming January meeting. Councilmember Karen Fleming 304 
volunteered to serve as the City Council representative. 305 

Motion by Mayor Hanegraaf to approve the appointment of Councilmember Fleming, as the 306 
City Council member to the Sunrise River Water Management Organization and Tim Melchior 307 
as the citizen member for terms to expire on December 31, 2026. Seconded by 308 
Councilmember Busch. 309 

Roll Call Vote: Lattin – Aye, Wendell – Aye, Fleming – Aye, Busch – Aye, & Hanegraaf – Aye. 310 
Motion carries unanimously 311 

Accounting Assistant Hiring Process 312 

City Administrator Jack Davis reported that interviews were conducted for the Accounting 313 
Assistant position on December 10, 2025, following a recruitment process that generated 40 314 
applications. Four candidates were selected for interviews; however, two candidates withdrew 315 
prior to the interview date after accepting other employment. Based on the interview process, 316 
Kristina Randall was recommended for hire, as she possesses the requisite qualifications for the 317 
position, at Step 2 of the 2026 Pay Plan at $28.61 per hour, with a proposed start date of 318 
January 12, 2026. 319 

Motion by Mayor Hanegraaf to approve the hire of Kristina Randall for the position of 320 
Accounting Assistant at Step 2 of the 2026 Pay Plan ($28.61/hour) with a start date of 321 
January 12, 2026. Seconded by Councilmember Wendell. 322 

Roll Call Vote: Lattin – Aye, Wendell – Aye, Fleming – Aye, Busch – Aye, & Hanegraaf – Aye. 323 
Motion carries unanimously 324 

2026 Local Board of Appeal and Equalization Meeting 325 
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City Administrator Jack Davis discussed preparation for the 2026 Local Board of Appeal and 326 
Equalization meeting, emphasizing the statutory requirement that at least one Councilmember 327 
complete required training by February 1, 2026 to retain the City’s authority to conduct appeal 328 
hearings. He noted that Mayor Hanegraaf and Councilmember Jennifer Lattin are currently 329 
certified through July 1, 2026. Davis further stated that staff is requesting Council approval of 330 
proposed meeting dates, with Monday, April 20, 2026 at 6:00 p.m. as the first-choice date and 331 
Tuesday, April 28, 2026 at 6:00 p.m. as the alternate date. 332 

Motion by Mayor Hanegraaf to approve the date of the first choice of the Local Board of 333 
Appeal and Equalization Meeting as Monday, April 20, 2026 and the alternative date to be 334 
Tuesday, April 28, 2026. Seconded by Councilmember Lattin. 335 

Roll Call Vote: Busch – Aye, Fleming – Aye, Wendell – Aye, Lattin – Aye, & Hanegraaf – Aye. 336 
Reverse order.  Motion carries unanimously. 337 

E. ANNOUNCEMENTS & REMINDERS 338 

► City Hall closed December 24 and 25, 2025 and January 1, 2026 339 
► City Council Work Meeting, January 6, 2026 at 5:30 PM 340 
► Planning Commission Meeting, January 7, 2026 at 6:00 PM 341 
► Sunrise River WMO, January 8, 2026 at 6:30 PM – East Bethel City Hall 342 
► City Council Meeting, January 14, 2026 at 6:00 PM 343 

 344 
Motion by Busch to appoint Councilmember Lattin to the 1st quarter liaison to the Planning 345 
Commission Liaison. Seconded by Wendell.  346 
 347 
Roll Call Vote: Busch – Aye, Fleming – Aye, Wendell – Aye, Lattin – Aye, & Hanegraaf – Aye. 348 
Reverse order.  Motion carries unanimously. 349 

 350 
ADJOURNMENT 351 

Motion to adjourn by Councilmember Fleming. Seconded by Councilmember Busch. 352 

Roll Call Vote: Lattin – Aye, Wendell – Aye, Fleming – Aye, Busch – Aye, & Hanegraaf – Aye. 353 
Motion carries unanimously.  354 

Meeting adjourned at 7:45 PM. 355 

Drafted by Aaron M. Berg, Assistant City Administrator 356 
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Disclaimer: Portions of these meeting minutes were generated using artificial intelligence (AI). 357 
All content has been reviewed for accuracy. Full transcripts, video, and audio are available upon 358 
request in accordance with Minnesota Statutes Chapter 13, Section 13.03. 359 
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Administration Dept. 

16319 Kettle River Blvd 
Columbus, MN  55025 

Telephone: (651) 464-3120 
 

 

 
City of Columbus City Council Meeting 
 
January 14, 2026 
 
Agenda Item Number: B.4 
 
Agenda Item: Consent Agenda – Designation of Official Newspaper 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Agenda Item Summary: 
The Forest Lake Times has requested designation as the official 
newspaper for the City of Columbus for 2026. We have received no 
requests from any other publications. The City has named the Forest 
Lake Times as the official newspaper for many years and this 
publication is easily accessible in both on-line and print versions to 
the residents of Columbus.  
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Attachment(s): 
Attachment 1 – Forest Lake Times Letter of Request 
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B.4 AtB.5tachment 1



 

December 23, 2025 

Mr. Jack Davis 
City Administrator 
City of Columbus 
16319 Kettle River Boulevard 
Columbus, MN 55025 

Via Email 
cityadministrator@ci.columbus.mn.us 

 
Re: 2026 Billing Rates for the City of Columbus Files 

Dear Jack: 

Our firm has approved the standard billing rates listed on the chart below for the year 2026.  We 
have also listed below our municipal and development rates, which are discounted below our 
standard rates.  As in the past, the municipal rates will be applied to all matters for the City of 
Columbus (file #22,274) and the Columbus EDA (file #34,163) for the year 2026, with the 
exception of land development matters billed on file number 22,274-04.  The land development 
matters (04) will be charged at the rates listed in the last column on the chart. 

We will bill the general retainer file (00) at the monthly rate of $6,000.  This retainer will include 
attendance at regular City Council meetings, response to routine phone calls and legal 
questions from staff or Council members, and legal matters that take less than one hour of 
review.  In addition, we will provide a separate estimate of our fees for new matters upon 
request. 

Name 2026 Standard Rate Municipal Client 
Exception Rate 

Matter 04 – Land 
Development Rate 

William C. Griffith $755.00 $575.00 $600.00 

Megan C. Rogers $475.00 $380.00 $400.00 

Sally D. Story $450.00 $350.00 $380.00 

Craig W. Hardie $410.00 $330.00 $350.00 

Raya Esmaeili $350.00 $300.00 $325.00 

Heather Zebott $250.00 $200.00 $225.00 

 
We have discussed the creation of a fixed fee schedule for land use, zoning and development 
matters.  We will bill based on the following schedule for these matters, unless the matter is 
unusually complex, or requires significant negotiation.  In that case, we will open up a new 
matter with a specific fee proposal. 
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Mr. Jack Davis 
City of Columbus 
December 23, 2025 
Page 2 

 

 
Schedule of Fixed Fees 

Development Agreement $2,600.00 for preparation of agreement and 
amendments, negotiation with applicant’s 
counsel will be billed hourly. 

Easement Agreement $1,800.00 for preparation of agreement and 
amendments, negotiation with applicant’s 
counsel will be billed hourly. 

Stormwater Agreement $1,800.00 for preparation of agreement and 
amendments, negotiation with applicant’s 
counsel will be billed hourly. 

Plat Review and Title Review Memorandum $1,600.00 for preparation of agreement and 
amendments, negotiation with applicant’s 
counsel will be billed hourly. 

Planned Unit Development $1,600.00 for review of application and 
conditions, negotiation with applicant’s 
counsel will be billed hourly. 

Vacation of Right of Way and Easements $1,600.00 for review of application and 
conditions, negotiation with applicant’s 
counsel will be billed hourly. 

Conditional Use Permit/Interim Use Permit $1,400.00 for review of application and 
conditions, negotiation with applicant’s 
counsel will be billed hourly. 

Escrow Agreement $1,400.00 for preparation of agreement and 
amendments, negotiation with applicant’s 
counsel will be billed hourly. 

We are grateful for the opportunity to serve the City of Columbus as its City Attorney.  Please do 
not hesitate to contact us should you have any questions.  Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

 
William C. Griffith, for 
Larkin Hoffman 
Direct Dial: 952-896-3290 
Direct Fax: 952-842-1729 
Email:  wgriffith@larkinhoffman.com 

Sincerely, 

 

Megan C. Rogers, for 
Larkin Hoffman 
Direct Dial:  (952) 896-3395 
Direct Fax: (952) 842-1847 
Email:  mrogers@larkinhoffman.com 
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Mr. Jack Davis 
City of Columbus 
December 23, 2025 
Page 3 

 

 
cc: Sally D. Story 

Craig W. Hardie 
Raya Esmaeili 
Heather Zebott 
David Astramecki 
Ashley Fedorchuk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4923-1896-1791, v. 1 
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Administration Dept. 

16319 Kettle River Blvd 
Columbus, MN  55025 

Telephone: (651) 464-3120 
 
 

 
City of Columbus City Council Meeting 
 
January 14, 2026 
 
Agenda Item Number: B.6 
 
Agenda Item: Approval of the 2026 Planning Commission 
Chairperson 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Agenda Item Summary: 
At the January 7, 2026 Planning Commission meeting, Robin Wood 
was recommended as the 2026 Chairperson of the Commission by a 
unanimous vote. Kim Snell was appointed as the Vice-Chair of the 
position by the same vote.  
 
The Planning Commission recommends that City Council approve 
Robin Wood as the 2026 Chairperson for the Commission  
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Administration Dept. 

16319 Kettle River Blvd 
Columbus, MN  55025 

Telephone: (651) 464-3120 
 

 

 
City of Columbus City Council Meeting 
 
January 14, 2026 
 
Agenda Item Number: C.2 
 
Agenda Item: Commission, Committee and Board Liaison 
Appointments and Assignments 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Agenda Item Summary: 
Assignments of City Councilpersons to Commissions, Committees, 
Authorities, WMO’s and other public advisory boards as liaisons or 
members are recommended by the Mayor and confirmed by the City 
Council.  
The following are the Commission, Authority, Committee and 
appointed positions recommended by Mayor Hanegraaf for Council  
approval. 
Deputy Mayor: The Deputy Mayor performs the duties of the Mayor 
in his/her absence.  Councilmember Rob Busch is recommended for 
appointment to this position for 2026.  
 
Commission/Board/Committee Assignments: The Planning 
Commission and Parks Board have a Council Member assigned as a 
liaison non-voting member.  The purpose is to provide a direct link 
and communication between the Council and Commission/Board and 
provide a historical perspective to issues and items affecting those 
bodies. Mayor Hanegraaf is recommended for appointment as the 
2026 Council Liaison to the Parks Board with Karen Fleming as the 
Alternate Member. The Parks Board meets on the third Tuesday of 
every other month or as needed.  
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The Planning Commission Liaisons serve on a quarterly rotating 
schedule. Councilmember Jennifer Lattin is recommended for then 
January – March appointment,  followed by Scott Wendell for April - 
June; Karen Fleming for July - September; and for October – 
December Rob Busch, as the 2026 Council Liaisons to the Planning 
Commission. The Planning Commission meets on the first and third 
Wednesday of the month or as needed.  
Fire Board: Ron Hanegraaf and Rob Busch are recommended for 
appointment as the 2026 Council members to the Forest Lake Fire 
Board with Scott Wendell as the Alternate Member. The Fire Board  
meets as noticed by the adoption of the Forest Lake/Columbus Fire 
Board meeting schedule.  
Anoka County Sheriff’s Office:  A Council Member is assigned as 
the Liaison to the Anoka County Sheriff’s Department. 
Councilmember Scott Wendell is recommended for this position. 
Meetings are scheduled as needed.   
 
Public Works Advisory Board:  A Council Member is assigned as 
the Liaison to the Public Works Advisory Board. Councilmember Rob 
Busch is recommended for this position. Meetings are scheduled as 
needed.   
 
Sunrise River Water Management Organizations(WMO) and 
Other Watershed Management Districts: The City is statutorily 
required to participate in the watershed management organizations 
(WMO’s) to review, develop and approve water management plans 
and budgets for the basin area.  The City belongs to the Sunrise 
River WMO and appoints a Councilmember and a citizen member to 
the WMO. Councilmember Karen Fleming and citizen member Tim 
Melchior were appointed as the City of Columbus members for 2026 
on December 22, 2025. The SRWMO meets bi-monthly with notices 
provided in advance of the meeting with agenda materials.  
The City is also required to be members of the Rice and Coon Creek 
Water Management Districts (WMD’s). Members on these boards are 
appointed by Anoka County. Steve Wagamon is the Columbus 
representative for the Rice Creek Water Management District.  
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It is recommended that City Staff monitor the agendas of these 
meeting to see if there is a need for Columbus representation and 
attend as necessary.  Council members will be notified of the 
meetings and should notify staff if no more than two desire to be 
present.   
 
Forest Lake Cable Commission 
Forest Lake and Columbus established the Forest Lake Cable 
Commission (FLCC) that sets policy for this local public station.  Each 
city appoints a city council member and citizen representative.  The 
Cable Commission meets bi-monthly on the 3rd Thursday of the 
month. Councilmember Scott Wendell is recommended as the city 
council member to serve on this Commission. The Columbus citizen 
member of this board shall be appointed  
 
Personnel Committee: The City Personnel Committee reviews 
matters relating to policies and practices, compensation and benefits, 
employee relations, staffing, organizational structure and advises the 
Council on these issues. Mayor Ron Hanegraaf and Jennifer Lattin 
are recommended for the 2026 appointments to this committee. This 
committee meets as necessary.  
 
Fall Fest Committee:   The Fall Fest Committee is a group of 
volunteers that organizes, coordinates and raises funds for an annual 
City Festival on the third week of September. The City provides the 
facilities for this activity and City Public Works Staff to assist in the 
preparation and the closing of the event. City Council appoints a 
liaison to this Committee to coordinate any requests for City 
assistance. Councilperson Jennifer Lattin is recommended for the 
2026 appointment to this committee. This committee meets as 
necessary.  
 
Economic Development Authority (EDA):  The EDA is composed 
of two City Councilmembers and three citizen members. Per the EDA 
By-Laws the Mayor is designated the President of the EDA. Jennifer 
Lattin is recommended as the other Councilmember to serve on the 
Authority. Citizen members are Judy Huntosh and Keona Prokop with 
one seat remaining vacant. 

23



 
Administration Dept. 

16319 Kettle River Blvd 
Columbus, MN  55025 

Telephone: (651) 464-3120 
 

 

 
City of Columbus City Council Meeting 
  
January 14, 2026 
 
Agenda Item Number: C.3 
 
Agenda Item: Brown Beagle CUP Amendment  
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
Background Information: 
Brown Beagle, located at 13654 West Freeway Dr. NE, currently 
holds a Conditional Use Permit (CUP) for a seven-building industrial 
park approved by the City on May 24, 2023. The development is 
intended to be leased to multiple companies. 
 
The approved CUP establishes a phased development schedule with 
construction deadlines for all seven buildings. The applicant is 
requesting an amendment to the CUP to allow additional time to 
complete the project. 
 

The Planning Commission held a public hearing on the requested 
CUP amendment on December 17, 2025. The Planning Commission 
recommended approval of the CUP amendment on January 7, 2026. 
 

Staff and the Planning Commission recommend approval of the 
Brown Beagle Industrial Park CUP amendment for a time extension 
on their project phases and that any cannabis-related business be 
required to comply with the performance standards outlined in City 
Code § 7A-825, including the requirement that any cannabis-related 
business obtain an individual Conditional Use Permit.  
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Any additional materials regarding this report can be found in the 
January 7, 2026 Planning Commission Packet. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Attachment(s): 
Attachment 1 – Planning Commission Background and Support  
         Materials 
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City of Columbus 
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 

CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT FOR A PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT  
AMENDMENT 

Interactive Technology Format 
(Statutes Section 13D.02) 

 
Notice is hereby given that a Public Hearing will be held by the City of Columbus Planning 
Commission on Wednesday, December 17, 2025 at 6:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as parties may be 
heard, the hearing will be conducted in person and by Interactive Technology at the Columbus City 
Hall located at 16319 Kettle River Blvd., Minnesota to consider a request for an amendment to a 
Conditional Use Permit for “Columbus Industrial Park” to allow an extension of the development 
timeline for a phased development of seven (7) buildings for lease to other companies in the Light 
Industrial (LI) zoning district. Members of the public interested in attending in person, monitoring the 
meetings or wanting more information, should contact the City Offices at 651-464-3120 or visit the 
City Website at ColumbusMN.us. The hearing shall continue until all evidence and testimony has been 
received. 
 
Applicant:  Brown Beagle LLC 
Property Owner:   Brown Beagle LLC 
Property Location(s):  13654 W Freeway Dr, Columbus, MN 
Legal Description(s): PID: 36-32-22-32-0005 

THAT PRT OF N 330 FT OF N1/2 OF SW1/4 OF SEC 36 TWP 32 
RGE 22 LYG WLY OF C/L OF CSAH NO 21; EX RD; SUBJ TO 
EASE OF REC, ANOKA COUNTY, MINNESOTA 

 

Jack Davis 
Jack Davis, Zoning Administrator 

 
 
Submitted to the Forest Lake Times on 11-24-2025 
Published in the Forest Lake Times on 12-04-2025 
Posted on 12-04-2025 
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To:  City of Columbus Planning Commission  

From:  Eleanor Hahn, Assistant Planner  

Date:  January 7, 2025 

RE:  Brown Beagle Industrial Park CUP Amendment 

I have reviewed the application submittals from Brown Beagle LLC for a Conditional Use 
Permit (CUP) Amendment. Following are Findings and Recommendations for consideration by 
the Planning Commission.  

BROWN BEAGLE INDUSTRIAL PARK CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT AMENDMENT 

Findings of Fact 

1. The City received a Conditional Use Permit (CUP) amendment application from Brown 
Beagle LLC (“Applicant”) on November 17, 2025.  The application was found complete.

2. The 60-day review deadline is January 16, 2025, and the 120-day review deadline, if 
necessary, is March 17, 2025.

3. The proposed amendment is located at 13654 West Freeway Dr Ne on property legally 
described as part of the North Half of the Southwest Quarter of Section 36, Township 32, 
Range 22, Anoka County, Minnesota (“Property”) [PID: 36-32-22-32-0005].

4. The Property currently holds a CUP for a seven-building industrial park intended for 
lease to other companies, which was approved by the City on May 24, 2023 (“2023 
CUP”).

5. The 2023 CUP permits a three-phased development: the first two buildings must be 
completed by December 31, 2024 (“Phase 1”); the next three buildings by December 31, 
2025 (“Phase 2”); and the final two buildings by December 31, 2026 (“Phase 3”).

6. The project is currently behind the approved schedule. Phase 1 was not completed by the 
December 31, 2024 deadline and was instead finished this past fall. The CUP states that 
failure to meet the prescribed deadlines requires an amendment to address the issue.

7. The Applicant is requesting that the phased deadlines be extended to the following:
a. Phase 1 – December 31, 2025
b. Phase 2 – June 30, 2027
c. Phase 3 – December 31, 2028

8. City Engineer Brian Bachmeier completed and approved a final inspection of the 
development’s public utility and county road turn lane construction on October 5, 2025.
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9. The 2023 CUP allows a broad range of tenant uses within the buildings, provided they 
fall under the Permitted or Conditional Uses in the LI Light Industrial District. For each 
new tenant, the City requires a written notice with a brief business description and 
contact information. Staff then reviews the submittal for zoning compliance and may 
approve it administratively. Individual tenants are not required to obtain separate CUPs. 

10. The City adopted Ordinance 24-04 on December 23, 2024, regulating Cannabis 
Businesses. This ordinance added several cannabis-related uses—such as cultivation, 
manufacturing, and testing facilities—to the list of conditional uses in the LI District. 
Ordinance 24-04 added performance standards for cannabis businesses that are codified 
in City Code § 7A-825. Specifically, City Code § 7A-825(I) requires all cannabis 
businesses located in the City to obtain individual CUPs, except for cannabis 
microbusinesses, cannabis retail businesses or cannabis temporary events, which require 
IUPs.   

11. The Planning Commission held a public hearing on the proposed development on 
December 17, 2025.  
 

Conditions 
 
Based upon the above Finding of Facts, staff recommends approval of the Brown Beagle CUP 
Amendment, subject to the following conditions [Note: the following contains all conditions to 
the original CUP, with proposed changes marked in red]: 
 

1. The PUD CUP is contingent upon detailed recommendations of the City Engineer. 
2. The PUD CUP is contingent upon detailed recommendations of the City Public Works 

Director. 
3. The PUD CUP is contingent upon detailed recommendations of the City Attorney, 

including but not limited to structuring the final conditions of the PUD CUP for 
recording. 

4. The PUD CUP is contingent upon Phase 1 detailed plan review and approval by the 
Building Official. 

5. The PUD CUP is contingent upon detailed plan review and approval by the Forest Lake 
Fire Department. 

6. The PUD CUP is contingent upon requirements of the Anoka County Highway 
Department. 

7. The PUD CUP is contingent upon requirements of the Rice Creek Watershed District. 
8. The PUD CUP authorizes the phased development of the Property, provided Phase 1 

shall be completed by December 31, 2024 2025, Phase 2 shall be completed by 
December 31, 2025 June 30, 2027, and Phase 3 shall be completed by December 31, 
2026 2028. Failure to meet the deadlines established for the Phased Development 
Approval shall result in a mandatory amendment to the PUD CUP to address the 
disposition and completion of the proposed development. 

9. Phases 2 and 3 require the submission and administrative review and approval of detailed 
building plans, including floor plans, utility plans, building elevations, and final 
landscape and screening plans, prior to the issuance of any building permits in either 
phase. 
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10. All uses of the Property shall be strictly limited to the Permitted Uses and Conditional 
Uses allowed in the LI Light Industrial Zoning District. Notwithstanding the above, any 
cannabis-related business shall be required to comply with the performance standards 
outlined in City Code § 7A-825, including the requirement that any cannabis-related 
business obtain an individual Conditional Use Permit.  

11. The future lease and occupancy of any building on the Property is contingent upon formal 
written notice from Brown Beagle to the City with the contact information, business 
description and zoning use compatibility of each lessee. The City must furnish Brown 
Beagle with a written letter of zoning compliance prior to the original occupancy or reuse 
of any building. 

12. Outdoor, overnight vehicle and equipment parking shall be limited to those parking 
spaces on the east and west sides of the buildings; except, no overnight parking is 
permitted on the east side of Building 1 and overnight parking shall be permitted on the 
north side of Building 7. 

13. The outdoor storage of other approved materials shall be similarly restricted as in 
Condition # 12 above; except, no outside storage may occupy a parking space. 

14. Once authorized, Brown Beagle shall construct and maintain all site improvements 
consistent with the Conditional Use Permit Application, dated January 4, 2023; Planned 
Unit Development CUP application received February 20, 2023; revised Narrative, dated 
March 21, 2023; architectural plans (sheets A3.0l and G0.02), by Erik Walker, received 
April 5, 2023; revised Engineering Plan for Columbus Industrial Park (pages 1-22), by 
Windsor Engineers, dated March 21, 2023 and received April 5, 2023; except as may be 
modified with City approval. 

15. Approval of the PUD CUP does not eliminate the requirement for obtaining any other 
permits and approvals as may be required by City, watershed, county, or state laws, rules, 
ordinances, and policies, including but not limited to grading permits, building permits, 
plumbing permits, electrical permits, stormwater permits, sign permits, driveway permits, 
public water connection, and public sewer connection. 

16. All site lighting shall be shrouded and downcast. 
17. All site signage requires administrative review and permitting. 
18. The PUD CUP authorizes the construction of 6-feet-tall vinyl fencing between the 

buildings in lieu of dumpster enclosures. The fencing shall be extended along the parking 
lot on the west side of Building 6 and along two sides of the trash dumpster for Building 
7. The fencing shall be a non-white color that matches or is complementary to the color 
schemes of the building exteriors. 

19. Buildings on the Property shall be properly maintained, physically and aesthetically, 
throughout the duration of the PUD CUP. 

20. Approved landscaping and screening shall be maintained and replaced, as needed, 
throughout the duration of the PUD CUP. 

21. Upon reasonable notice and a finding that additional parking is needed on the Property, 
the City Council may require that Brown Beagle construct additional parking as 
illustrated on the "Proof of Parking" plan, dated February 16, 2023. 

22. In the event the City Council determines, in its sole discretion, that the use of the 
Property is not being operated in accordance with any term or condition contained herein, 
the PUD CUP may be revoked by the City upon proper notice and a hearing. The City 
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shall notify regulatory authorities that have issued licenses or permits in connection with 
the PUD CUP of any such revocation. 

23. Any expansion or intensification or change in the approved use of the Property requires 
an amendment to the PUD CUP. 

24. Brown Beagle shall be obligated to pay all costs and expenses incurred by the City in 
connection with any proceeding to revoke the PUD CUP, including reasonable attorneys' 
fees and consultant fees. 

25. Brown Beagle shall be responsible to reimburse the City for its out of pocket expenses 
incurred in the review and approval of the PUD CUP, including any subsequent 
inspection and enforcement actions. 

 
Please do not hesitate to contact me should you have any questions. 
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City of Columbus 
                                                                                                   Administration Dept. 

        16319 Kettle River Blvd  
  Columbus, MN  55025 

        Telephone: (651) 464-3120 
 

 
City of Columbus Council Meeting 
 
January 14, 2026 
 
Agenda Item Number: C.4 
 
Agenda Item: St. Clair Lakes Canoe Access  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Agenda Item Summary: 
A final amended settlement agreement for the Howard Lake trail 
access was prepared by the City Attorney’s office and has received 
approval from the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources 
(DNR). The amendment updates the 2018 settlement agreement 
originally entered into by the DNR, the City of Columbus, and the 
previous developer to regulate creation and maintenance of lake 
access within the Shore Impact Zone. 
 
Background 
The 2018 settlement agreement allowed construction of a natural 
surface trail and a walk-in canoe launch. Over time, the area has 
become heavily overgrown, and conditions at the original launch point 
now make the permitted canoe access impractical and more 
disruptive to shoreline vegetation than anticipated. 
 
The St. Clair Lakes Homeowners Association requested replacing the 
canoe launch provision with permission to install a narrow wooden 
dock extending to open water. This modification would allow access 
with substantially less disturbance to aquatic plants and shoreline 
vegetation. 
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The City Council previously authorized staff to work with the HOA and 
the DNR to  
evaluate this request and prepare an amendment. A revised 
agreement was drafted and submitted to the DNR. 
 
Current Status 

• The DNR is prepared to sign the amended agreement. 
• Following DNR execution, signatures from the City and the 

HOA will be required. 
 
Requested Council Action 
Staff recommends approval of the amended settlement agreement for 
Howard Lake trail access.   Staff is seeking a motion to approve the 
amendment settlement agreement.    
 
Attachment(s): 
Attachment 1 – DNR/St. Clair Lakes Amended Settlement Agreement 
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AMENDED SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT 
 
 

This Amended Settlement Agreement (“Agreement”) is made this _______ day of 
November 2025, by and between the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (“DNR”), the 
City of Columbus, a Minnesota municipal corporation (the “City”), and St. Clair Lakes 
Homeowner’s Association (“Applicant”), collectively, the “Parties”. 

 
WHEREAS, on August 8th, 2018, DNR, the City, and Howard Lake Development, L.L.C. 
entered into a settlement agreement (“Previous Agreement”) regarding the development of 
property near Howard Lake (attached hereto as “Exhibit A”); and 
 
WHEREAS, the interests and responsibilities of Howard Lake Development, L.L.C. in the 
Previous Agreement have been transferred to, and assumed by, St. Clair Lakes Homeowner’s 
Association; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Parties agree that it is in the best interest of all Parties to amend the Previous 
Agreement. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, the Parties agree to amend the Previous Agreement as follows: 
 

1. Section 5.c. shall be replaced in its entirety with the following: 
 

c.  An access trail and dock for canoes and kayaks are permitted within the Shore 
Impact Zone, subject to the following restrictions.  The restrictions identified 
below will apply notwithstanding Minn. R. 6115.0210, except as noted below, 
and will apply no matter who owns or operates the access trail and dock. 

 
i. Access Trail: The access trail leading to the dock will be a natural surface 

trail (no impervious surface). The access trail will be a maximum of six 
(6) feet wide. No vegetative clearing or grading will occur beyond the 
width of the trail. 

ii. Dock: The dock shall be constructed of pressure-treated lumber with a 
non-arsenic preservative (ACZA, ACQ, MCA, copper naphthenate or 
equal).  Non-wood fasteners are allowed.  Vertical support poles may be 
non-wood and shall not exceed 2 inches in diameter.  Decking boards shall 
be spaced a minimum of ¾” between treads to allow sunlight penetration 
and water flow beneath the dock.  The length of the dock shall be limited 
to that necessary to reach the edge of open water and shall not exceed four 
(4) feet in width.  A platform area not to exceed 60 square feet is allowed 
to be attached to the end of the dock and shall be constructed of the same 
materials as the dock. No aquatic vegetation clearing shall occur except 
as permitted by a DNR aquatic plant management permit. The permit must 
be obtained prior to any such activity. 
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2. For purposes of this Agreement, any reference in the Previous Agreement to “Launch 
Area” shall be deemed to refer to the “Dock” as described and regulated in this Agreement. 
 

3. All other provisions of the Previous Agreement shall remain in full force and effect. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have caused these presents to be executed on 
the day and year first above written. 
 
 
St. Clair Lakes Homeowner’s Association 
 
By: _______________________________ 
       Anthony Elden 
       Its:  President 
 
 
 
City of Columbus 
 
By: ________________________________ 
       Ron Hanegraaf 
       Its:  Mayor 
 
 
 
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources 
 
By: _______________________________ 
       _______________________________ 
       Its:  ___________________________ 
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EXHIBIT A 
 
Settlement Agreement dated August 8, 2018, by and between the Minnesota Department of Natural 
Resources, the City of Columbus, and Howard Lake Development, L.L.C.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4917-8383-8324, v. 2 
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3300 Fernbrook Ln North  
Suite 300 

Plymouth, MN 55447 
 

Phone: (763) 544-7129 
Bolton-Menk.com 

 

January 5, 2026 
 

 
MEMORANDUM  
TO: HONORABLE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS  
FROM: JAY POMEROY, BOLTON & MENC, INC.  
THROUGH: JACK DAVIS, CITY ADMINISTRATOR  
 
 
Re:  Authorize Application for Payment No. 2 for the Tennis Court Improvements Project  

 
 
Background  
The contractor, Goodmanson Construction, has submitted Pay Application No. 2 for review and 
payment. The value of the work completed prior to December 31st  totaled $15,675.00.  

 
Recommended Council Action  
It is recommended the City Council consider approving Pay Application No. 2 in the amount of 
$15,675.00. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bolton & Menk, Inc. 

 

 
 

Jay Pomeroy, PLA 
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3300 Fernbrook Ln North  
Suite 300 

Plymouth, MN 55447 
 

Phone: (763) 544-7129 
Bolton-Menk.com 

 

January 5, 2026 
 
 
Mr. Jack Davis 
City Administrator 
City of Columbus 
16319 Kettle River Blvd. 
Columbus, MN 55025 
 
RE: Tennis Court Improvements  
 City of Columbus 
 
Dear Jack, 
 
Enclosed find Application for Payment No. 2 from Goodmanson Construction for the Tennis Courts 
Improvements project. We have reviewed the request and find it to be in order.  Please process the 
application and make payment directly to Goodmanson Construction for the certified amount of 
$15,675.00. 
 
 
The summary of payments against/ adjustments to the project is as follows: 
 
Contract Amount   $  126,500.00 
Pay Application #1:  ($   85,167.50) 
Change Order #1:   $      2,937.50 
Pay Application #2:  ($   15,675.00) 
Remaining Balance:   $    28,595.00 
 
 
If you have any questions regarding the above, please do not hesitate to contact our office. 
  
 
 
 
Sincerely, 

Bolton & Menk, Inc. 

 

 

Krista Monkelien 
Administrative Assistant 
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APPLICATION AND CERTIFICATE FOR PAYMENT 2
TO OWNER: PROJECT: Distribution to:
City of Columbus City of Columbus - Tennis Courts PERIOD TO:

8807 165th Ave NE PROJECT NOS: x Owner
Columbus, MN 55025 Const. Mgr

FROM CONTRACTOR: VIA ARCHITECT: CONTRACT DATE: Architect
Goodmanson Construction, Inc. Contractor
600 Kasota Ave SE
Minneapolis, MN 55414

CONTRACT FOR: City of Columbus - Tennis Courts

$ CONTRACTOR:
$

3. CONTRACT SUM TO DATE (Line 1 +/- 2) $ By: Date:

(Column G on Continuation Sheet) State of:
5. RETAINAGE: County of:

a. 5.0% of Completed Work $ Subscribed and sworn to before
(Columns D+E on Continuation Sheet) me this 26th

b. 5.0% of Stored Material $
(Column F on Continuation Sheet) Notary Public:

My Commission expires:
$
$

(Line 4 less Line 5 Total)
7. LESS PREVIOUS CERTIFICATES FOR PAYMENT

$
$

9. BALANCE TO FINISH, INCLUDING RETAINAGE
(Line 3 less Line 6) $

By: Date:
This Certificate is not negotiable.  The AMOUNT CERTIFIED is payable only to the Contractor named 
herein.  Issuance, payment and acceptance of payment are without prejudice to any rights of the Owner 
of Contractor under this Contract.

$2,937.50

28,595.00 (Attach explanation if amount certified differs from the amount applied for.  Initial all figures on this 
application and on the Continuation Sheet that are changed to conform to the amount certified.)

$2,937.50

ADDITIONS DEDUCTIONS ARCHITECT:        

NET CHANGES by Change Order
TOTALS

Total approved this Month

$2,937.50

Total changes approved in previous 
months by Owner

(Line 6 from prior Certificate)------------------- 85,167.50

Hennepin

AMOUNT CERTIFIED ---------------------------------- $

CHANGE ORDER SUMMARY

8. CURRENT PAYMENT DUE------------------------- 15,675.00

In accordance with Contract Documents, based on on-site observations and the data comprising 
application, the Architect certifies to the Owner that to the best of the Architect's knowledge, information 
and belief the Work has progressed as indicated, the quality of the Work is in accordance with the 
Contract Documents, and the Contractor is entitled to payment of the AMOUNT CERTIFIED.

6. TOTAL EARNED LESS RETAINAGE-----------

01/31/27
Total in Column I of Continuation Sheet--------
Total Retainage (Line 5a + 5b or

CERTIFICATE FOR PAYMENT

PAGESPAGE ONE OF

12/31/25
APPLICATION #:

MN
106,150.004. TOTAL COMPLETED & STORED TO DATE-$

day of December

100,842.50
5,307.50

2

06/17/25

Application is made for payment, as shown below, in connection with the Contract.
Continuation Sheet is attached.

2. Net change by Change Orders------------------$
126,500.00

CONTRACTOR'S APPLICATION FOR PAYMENT

1. ORIGINAL CONTRACT SUM----------------------- Goodmanson Construction, Inc.
2,937.50

The undersigned Contractor certifies that to the best of the Contractor's knowledge, information and 
belief the Work covered by this Application for Payment has been completed in accordance with the 
Contract Documents, that all amounts have been paid by the Contractor for Work for which previous 
Certificates for Payment were issued and payments received from the Owner, and that current payment 
shown therein is now due.

December 26, 2025129,437.50

15,675.00

01/05/2026
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Page 2 of 2
2

PROJECT: 12/26/25
City of Columbus - Tennis Courts 31-Dec-25
8807 165th Ave NE
Columbus, MN 55025

A B C D E F H I
Item Description of Work Scheduled Materials Total % Balance Retainage
No. Value From Previous This Period Presently Completed (G/C) To Finish (If Variable

Application Stored And Stored (C - G) Rate)
(D + E) (Not In To Date

D or E) (D + E + F)
1 Fencing 30,500.00 14,000.00 16,500.00 30,500.00 100% 1,525.00
2 Asphalt 64,000.00 64,000.00 64,000.00 100% 3,200.00
3 Coating/Netting/Posts 30,500.00 11,650.00 11,650.00 38% 18,850.00 582.50
4 Restoration 1,500.00 1,500.00
5 CO #1 Divider Fence 2,937.50 2,937.50
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28

SUBTOTALS PAGE 2 129,437.50 89,650.00 16,500.00 106,150.00 82% 23,287.50 5,307.50

CONTINUATION SHEET

APPLICATION DATE:
PERIOD TO:

ARCHITECT'S PROJECT NO:

G

Pages
ATTACHMENT TO PAY APPLICATION APPLICATION NUMBER:

Work Completed
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Administration Dept. 

16319 Kettle River Blvd 
Columbus, MN  55025 

Telephone: (651) 464-3120 
 

 

 
City of Columbus City Council Meeting 
 
January 14, 2026 
 
Agenda Item Number: Item F 
 
Agenda Item: Closed Session 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Agenda Item Summary: 
The City Council meeting will be closed to consider a purchase 
agreement for City-owned real property adjacent to and immediately 
north of Caribou Coffee on Hornsby St., identified as PID  24-32-22-
11-0011 site pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, Section 13D.05, Subd. 
3(c)(3). 

 
Details of these two items will be provided prior to the January 14, 
2026 meeting.  
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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