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City of Columbus 

Regular City Council Meeting 

August 9th, 2017 

 

The August 9th, 2017 meeting of the City of Columbus City Council was called to order at 7:00 

p.m. by Mayor Dave Povolny at the City Hall. Present were Council Members Jeff Duraine, Bill 

Krebs, Denny Peterson, and Mark Daly; City Administrator Elizabeth Mursko, City Attorney 

Bill Griffith, City Engineer Dennis Postler, and Public Communications Coordinator Jessica 

Hughes. 

 

Also in attendance were: John Young, Lynn Carver-Quinn, Paul Peskar, Kris King, Pam Reeves, 

Dan Mike, Don Santanni, Benjamin Drew, Allan Kloos, Raymond Baines, Pete Schlosser, Jake 

Jensen, Brent Jensen, Myron & Cindy Angel, Barb Bobick, Frank Frattalone, Commander Bryon 

Fuerst, Sheriff James Stuart, Deputy Kevin Halweg, Pat Preiner, Jesse Preiner, Mary Preiner, Jody 

Krebs, Public Works Superintendent Jim Windingstad, Julia Parent (Forest Lake Times), and Teri 

Hodges (LATV). 

 

A. CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING 

1. Call to Order - Regular Meeting – 7:00 P.M. 

2. Pledge of Allegiance 

 B. CONSENT AGENDA  
3.   Motion – Approval of the Joint PC & CC Workshop Meeting Minutes 07.19.17 

4.   Motion – Approval of the City Council Meeting Minutes 06.28.17 

5.   Motion – Approval of the City Council Meeting Minutes 07.26.17 

6.   Motion – Agenda Approval with Additions 

7.   Motion – Pay Bills as Posted  

8.   Approval of Redpath & Comp for 2017 Audit Services 
 
Motion by Krebs to approve the Consent Agenda items 3-8.  Seconded by Peterson.  
Motion carried unanimously.   
 

C. PRESENTATIONS 

 

9. Planning Commission Report 

 

Commissioner Jody Krebs gave the Planning Commission report for their August 2nd meeting.  

The Planning Commission continued the Public Hearing on a variance request from Pamela 

Olson, based on a request from Olson’s lawyer.  Commissioners asked the applicant to change 

some information related to the address on the application.  Also at the Planning Commission 

meeting, members of the public requested to speak on the Bituminous Roadways applications, 

and they were heard.  They expressed concern for the possibility of an asphalt plant in Columbus 

because of increased truck traffic, environmental concerns, and the overall look and feel of the 

Freeway district.  The last topic brought forward from the Planning Commission was the 

Swanson rezone application, which had been forwarded on to the City Council with a 

recommendation for approval, conditional on the approval of the Bituminous Roadways rezoning 

application.  At the July 26th City Council meeting, Swanson’s rezone request was denied, due to 
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the Bituminous Roadways applications being continued until the completion of an 

Environmental Assessment Worksheet (EAW).   

 

Motion by Peterson to approve Resolution 17-24, a resolution denying PC-17-117, Richard 

Swanson’s application to rezone property from LI Light Industrial to the C/I 

Commercial/Industrial District (dated 06.19.17).  Seconded by Krebs.  Motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

10. Anoka County Sheriff’s Office 2018 Proposal 

 

Anoka County Sheriff James Stuart, Commander Bryon Fuerst, and Deputy Kevin Halweg came 

forward to discuss a proposal for their 2018 contract.  Sheriff Stuart began by providing an 

overview of the Anoka County Sheriff’s services for the City of Columbus.  Services over the 

years have included patrol coverage, canine support, crime prevention services, misdemeanor, 

gross misdemeanor, and felony level investigations.  The Anoka County Sheriff’s also provides 

operational services such as records and data management, background investigations, licensing, 

and HR related issues.  These are in addition to baseline Sheriff’s Office services including jail 

and warrant logistics, civil process, courthouse operation, and dispatch services.   

 

Columbus’ contract with Anoka County for police services began in 1987.  In 2012 a plan was 

established to move toward 12 hours per day coverage, beginning with an initial increase to ten 

hours a day in 2013.  The plan was to increase to 12 hours of coverage by 2017.  However, 

because of implementation issues with new data management software, the Sheriff’s Office 

delayed that increase until 2018.   

 

Next Sheriff Stuart outlined the 2018 proposal for 12-hour coverage.  The proposal includes 

personnel costs, vehicle costs, and administrative costs from January 2018 through December 

2018.  This proposal also includes five hours per week, or 260 hours annually of Community 

Service Officer (CSO) support.  While the contract is for 12 hours, Sheriff Stuart clarified that 

their resources will be available to Columbus 24 hours a day.  The net cost for contracted 

services totals $353,556, which includes the return of $13,650 which the Anoka County Sheriff’s 

Office receives in Police State Aid and has traditionally returned to Cities that they have 

contracted services with.   

 

At this time, Council Members were given the opportunity to ask questions.  Duraine asked what 

the contract’s cost was for 2017?  Mursko replied that the cost was $298,680, so the 2018 

contract will be an increase of roughly $55,000.  Duraine then asked how many hours some of 

the other small towns in Anoka County, such as Linwood, have contracts for?  Stuart replied that 

Linwood is currently at eight hours of service, but because they are a Township their situation is 

different; it is the County’s responsibility to provide police services to Townships under their 

jurisdiction until they become a city.  Deputy Halweg commented that their formula for hours of 

service is based on calls for service, and the goal is to reach a 40% minimum proactive level by 

increasing the number of hours of police service. 

 

Mayor Dave Povolny asked about the formula used to produce data showing the need for 12 

hours of service, and if national averages are still part of the formula?  Stuart replied that they 

rely on consulting services to create formulas, and those formulas do use national averages for 
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numbers such as how long it takes to write reports.  Mayor Povolny asked if the plan is to move 

away from using national averages, and towards raw data from the City?  Sheriff Stuart replied 

that it was unlikely.  Krebs asked if the additional two hours would be added to the day shift or 

the evening/overnight shifts?  Sheriff Stuart said that decision will be based entirely on when 

Columbus receives the most calls.  Daly commented that he thinks alternating where the extra 

hours are spent could be beneficial.  Mayor Povolny asked what could be done to mitigate some 

of the contract’s costs?  Sheriff Stuart said that the first option would be to eliminate the CSO 

hours.  Mayor Povolny then asked if the cost includes all consideration of union fees, and Sheriff 

Stuart replied that it does.   

 

Motion by Duraine to approve the Anoka County Sheriff’s Office 2018 Proposal for 

contracted police services in the amount of $367,206.00.  Seconded by Daly.  Motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

11. Public Open Forum 

 

Lynn Carter-Quinn – 7540 152nd Lane NE 

 

Quinn came forward to voice her concerns with the future of commercial development in 

Columbus, particularly in the Freeway district.  She explained that she had been involved in local 

government when she lived in North St. Paul and wanted to give the City Council some 

suggestions.  Quinn implored the Council to be more proactive about attracting businesses they 

want to see in Columbus, such as restaurants like Chipotle or Perkins.  She emphasized that it’s 

important to make Columbus an attractive place to visit and live, rather than being passive and 

waiting for applications to come in.   

 

At this time, City Attorney Bill Griffith addressed the Council and advised them that it will not 

be appropriate for them to take public testimony regarding the Bituminous Roadways 

applications.  This is because the Council is required to follow certain procedures regarding new 

applications for development, to ensure that all public testimony regarding a particular 

application is recorded fairly and accurately.   

 

D. STAFF AND CONSULTANT REPORTS 

 

12. Engineer Report 

 

City Engineer Dennis Postler presented two topics to the City Council. 

 

Columbus Improvements and Developer Projects 

 

Postler started by saying that the crack sealing, seal coating, road paving projects are all 

complete.  The cost for the three road paving projects (159th Avenue NE, 141st Avenue NE, and 

Furman Street NE) will be less than the feasibility report had originally detailed.  In terms of 

Developer’s projects, Preiner’s Preserve has completed installation of curb and gutter, while 

gravel and paving will be finished soon.  Mayor Povolny asked Postler if he was aware that the 

developer is going with 15-foot-wide streets instead of the usual 18-foot-wide streets?  Postler 

said he was aware of it.   
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Next Postler presented conditions for hauling operations using local City roads at Thurnbeck 

Preserve.  In addition to the conditions, the developer has signed a Letter of Credit for the use of 

Furman Street NE to haul.  Postler said that he is confident that all conditions have been met 

except for condition #3, which states that “a schedule for completing the excavation of Pond 2A, 

as well as a timeframe for all sand mining activities (stockpiles removed and truck hauling 

finished) for the entire development shall be submitted to the City”.  Until all conditions have 

been met, hauling operations have ceased.   

 

To address concerns with condition #3, Brent and Jake Jensen of North Pine Aggregate came 

forward.  They confirmed that it is North Pine’s intention to continue hauling into next year if 

necessary, completing roughly 4,400 truck trips, or 2,200 loads during that time.  Postler 

explained the proposed haul route on a map, by using a driveway in the development to get out 

onto Furman Street NE, and then onto W Broadway Avenue.  Mursko clarified that the 

agreement states that hauling will only go north on Furman Street NE. 

 

Mursko brought up the fact that at least four of the homes in Thurnbeck Preserve will be 

occupied by December, and she is concerned about the number of complaints this could create. 

She asked if the Council would like to add something to the closing documents that would notify 

new homeowners of the hauling activity? The Council asked North Pine representatives when 

they think they will be done with hauling activities?  Their guess was that they would be done 

before road restrictions went on, which would be around February or March of 2018.  Postler 

suggested the Council consider giving North Pine a final date that hauling needs to be completed 

by.  Mayor Povolny suggested that condition number 15 should be altered to state that Tom 

Carlisle (the Developer) must inform potential homeowners in Thurnbeck Preserve that hauling 

activities will be occurring in the development as late as March 31st, 2018.  Griffith asked that 

North Pine stay in communication with the City, and let them know in writing by the end of 

December if hauling must continue into 2018. 

 

Postler finished with a second topic relating to the hauling operations at Thurnbeck Preserve.  

Postler reminded the Council of the resident at 8145 W Broadway Avenue, who was concerned 

that their pond was losing water because of dewatering at Thurnbeck Preserve.  Since that time, 

the resident at 8023 W Broadway Avenue also called and spoke with Postler about their pond 

(which is in the back/north end of the property) losing water.  In order to figure out what can be 

done in this situation, Postler has been in contact with the DNR, and is waiting to hear back.  

North Pine and Postler both said that it is anticipated each pond’s elevation should increase once 

dewatering is completed.   

 

Motion by Duraine to approve conditions 1-15 of mining operations and haul routes for the 

Thurnbeck Preserve development as outlined in the Engineer’s memo (dated 08.08.17). 

Seconded by Krebs.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

 Thurnbeck Preserve Mining Operations and Haul Routes Conditions of Approval: 

 

1.      Any soil/sand stockpiles shall be stabilized (mulched or seeded) within 72 hours of 

placement. 

2.      A schedule/methodology for when/how existing stockpiles on site are to be stabilized 
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shall be submitted to the City. 

3.      A schedule for completing the excavation of Pond 2A, as well as a timeframe for all 

sand mining activities (stockpiles removed and truck hauling finished) for the entire 

development shall be submitted to the City.  The City must receive written notice by 

the end of December 2017 stating whether or not sand mining activities will continue 

into 2018. 

4.      Other site dust control measures of (internal haul roads, excavation activities) shall also 

be sufficient to prevent dust from leaving the site and affecting adjacent residents.  

5.      A Surety in the form of a cash deposit or an irrevocable bank letter of credit in an 

amount equal to 125 percent of the total replacement cost of Furman Street paving 

improvements covering the limits of the proposed haul route shall be furnished to the 

City from the developer.  We estimate the cost of replacing paving improvements on 

Furman Street from the driveway on Lot 17 to Broadway Avenue, including city 

inspection services, times 125% to be $62,600.  

6.      Trucks Hauling signs shall be appropriately placed along Furman Street in advance of 

access in both directions. Trucks Hauling signs shall be removed from the roadway and 

stored in such a manner as not to be visible to traffic when hauling operations are not in 

progress. 

7.      A Stop Sign shall be in place at the access to Furman Street as trucks exit the site. 

8.      The developer and/or his contractor shall be responsible for repairing any/all damage to 

Furman Street due to hauling operations. 

9.      The developer and/or his contractor shall provide a 75 foot long, 1½” washed rock 

temporary construction entrance to Furman Street to minimize tracking of grading 

materials from the site onto the public roadway. 

10.   If temporary construction access to the site for purposes of Pond 2A excavation results 

in a new temporary driveway, a properly sized culvert shall be installed in the west 

ditch of Furman Street for the duration of the access and shall be maintained for proper 

functionality. 

11.   The removal of the temporary construction entrance, culvert and all washed rock shall 

occur immediately following the hauling operations. 

12.   All costs associated with the removal of temporary access, repair to the 

roadway/shoulder, and all restoration requirements shall be the responsibility of the 

permit holder. 

13.   Parking of trucks/equipment on or within Furman Street right-of-way is not allowed. 

14. Tom Carlisle must inform new homeowners of the sand mining activities taking place 

within the development. 

15. All sand mining activities must be completed by March 31, 2018. 

 

13. Attorney Report 

 

SRWMO Financial Disclosures Scope 

 

Based on the July 26th City Council meeting, Griffith has prepared a resolution objecting to the 

scope of required financial disclosures to participate on the Sunrise River Watershed 

Management Organization’s (SRWMO) board.  This resolution would allow letters to be sent to 

the various bodies that have a part in the requirement for such detailed financial disclosures; the 

League of Minnesota Cities, Columbus’ legislative leadership, and the Campaign Finance Board. 
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Motion by Peterson to approve Resolution 17-25, a resolution objecting to scope of 

required financial disclosures to participate on the Sunrise River Watershed Management 

Organization’s board.  Seconded by Krebs.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Griffith also gave the Council an update on the possible Light Industrial (LI) amendment relating 

to the Bituminous Roadways applications.  He said that amendment will be drafted over the next 

30 days, and it will incorporate performance standards, spacing of billboards, and other similar 

considerations.  Griffith wanted the Council to understand that after those items are incorporated, 

there may only be one spot in the City where the Bituminous Roadways facility could be located.  

He also noted that he has communicated to various legal representation that the Bituminous 

Roadway’s applications are discretionary and the Council has the ability to either approve or 

deny them.  The process of preparing the text amendment should take roughly 30 days, which 

would put the topic on the agenda of the September 20th Planning Commission meeting.  This 

would solely be a discussion, and not a Public Hearing.  If the Planning Commission 

recommends the text amendment to the Council, the Council would then set the Public Hearing 

date, which would likely be in October.   

 

Mursko also commented that a citizen’s petition was received for an Environmental Assessment 

Worksheet (EAW), and the Environmental Quality Board (EQB) deemed the petition adequate.  

The EQB determined that in this case, the regulatory government unit would be the Minnesota 

Pollution Control Agency (MPCA).  Therefore, the MPCA is tasked with processing the petition 

and determining whether an EAW will be ordered, a process which could take between 15 and 

30 days.  The City is currently in that timeframe, and cannot take any formal action on the 

Bituminous Roadways applications until the MPCA decides whether an EAW will be ordered.   

 

14. Mayor and City Council Member’s Report 

 

Mayor Dave Povolny 

 

Mayor Dave Povolny noted that he would like to start conversations about adding a new 

interchange off the freeway to service the south end of Columbus.  He believes the City should 

aggressively pursue a new exit/entrance at 80th Street, and at CSAH 54.  The Council agreed that 

this was a good idea to begin pursuing. 

 

The second topic Mayor Povolny raised was that there are cities in the Rice Creek Watershed 

District who manage watershed issues themselves.  He would like to research why they made the 

choice to do that and what the benefits are.    

 

Council Member Duraine 

 

Council Member Duraine attended a Cable Commission meeting where they discussed the 

budget.  The Access Coordinator Paul Peterson will come to a future City Council meeting to 

discuss budget and vision for technological updates in the Council chambers.  

 

Council Member Daly 
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Council Member Daly attended a Park Board meeting as well as his first Fire Board meeting.  He 

said they discussed budget at the Park Board meeting, as well as the possibility of eliminating the 

Howard Lake Drive park.  Daly said the Park Board feels like that park is underused, and that 

topic will be considered further at the next meeting.  The Council discussed various ways to deal 

with the land that the park is on; selling it, dedicating it as passive park land, donating it, etc.  

The Council also agreed they would consider this topic in further detail at a future meeting.  

 

Council Member Peterson 

 

No report. 

 

Council Member Krebs 

 

Council Member Krebs wanted to thank the City staff for the work that has been done in the past 

few weeks, especially after considering how busy the office has been.   

 

15. Public Works Report 

 

Public Works Superintendent Jim Windingstad said that Public Works will be installing “Land 

for Sale” signs in the next few weeks.  They hope to have one or two signs up in the northeast 

and/or northwest quadrants by the end of next week.  He also mentioned that LED lights were 

installed in the Public Works building. 

 

Lastly, Windingstad presented a letter to the Council that is from a concerned citizen regarding 

the condition of Hornsby Street.  This citizen is concerned about the lack of striping on Hornsby 

Street, and believes that it is creating dangerous driving conditions.  Windingstad reported that 

he has spoken with this person a number of times, and said that because Hornsby Street is going 

to be relocated in the near future, the City will not be dedicating time or funds to update the road.  

Council members agreed that if the cost was minimal, they would like striping to be done.  They 

directed Windingstad to gather quotes for the cost to stripe Hornsby Street.  He agreed and will 

bring that information back to a future meeting.  

 

16. City Administrator’s Report 

 

2018 Budget Discussion 

 

Mursko reported that there is not a Treasurer’s Report for this meeting.  In terms of the 2018 

budget, the preliminary levy needs to be completed by September 29th.  Budget work papers are 

being completed over the next two to three weeks.  Mursko asked the Council if there is anything 

in the budget they would like further information on, or if they had any questions about the 

budget?  Mayor Povolny asked how the City will handle the additional $55,000 for the police 

services contract?  Mursko replied that Columbus had some incremental growth (1.98%) will 

equate to some number of dollars, but she does not know how much at this time.   

 

E. ANNOUNCEMENTS & REMINDERS 

 

The next Planning Commission meeting is 08.16.17 at 7:00 p.m.   
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Calendar of Meetings. 

F. ADJOURNMENT 

Motion by Krebs to adjourn.  Seconded by Daly.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Meeting adjourned at 8:16 p.m. 

 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted: 

 

 

 

 

 

Jessica Hughes, Public Communications Coordinator
 


