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City of Columbus
Planning Commission Meeting
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07.17.2024
The 07.17.24 meeting of the City of Columbus Planning Commission was called to order at 6:03 p.m. by
Commission Chair Lynn Carver-Quinn at City Hall. Present were Planning Commission members Lynn

Carver-Quinn, Barb Bobick, Scott Wendell and Bethany Barrette; City Council Liaison Janet Hegland; City
Administrator Jack Davis; and Planning and Zoning Tech Eleanor Hahn.

Also in attendance: City Council members Ron Hanegraaf and Mayor Jesse Preiner
City Council Member Sue Wagamon (via teleconference)

Not in attendance: Planning Commissioner Robin Wood

A. CALLTO ORDER
1. Call to Order Regular Meeting —6:03 p.m.
2. Pledge of Allegiance

B. APPROVAL OF MEETING AGENDA

Motion by Barrette to approve the Agenda, as submitted. Seconded by Bobick. Motion carries with all
in favor.

C. APPROVAL OF MAY 15, 2024 PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES

Motion by Bobick to approve the May 15, 2024 Planning Commission meeting minutes, as submitted.
Seconded by Wendell. Motion carries 3-0-1 (Barrette).

D. DISCUSSION - Upcoming Ordinances
1. Ord24-XX—Chapter 7A Housekeeping and Table of Contents

Hahn explained the City has been updating ordinances for the past several years and the first item on the
agenda just requires some clean-up. She said the Cannabis ordinance would have a lot of discussion in
the next months as it needs to be in place by the end of the year. There will be a joint meeting of the City
Council and Planning Commission Aug. 7 to set policy for that ordinance. She took the Planning
Commission through the outstanding ordinance items including short-term rentals, septic systems and
large animal control. She showed how the Table of Contents would also be made more

readable.

Hegland provided insight on the current septic system ordinance, as it will not be discussed at a Planning
Commission meeting. She stated that the goal pf the septic system ordinance is to clarify discrepancies
with the county and state code. Hegland also explained the objective of the large-animal ordinance,
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which has been placed on the wayside for several years. She said that the current City Code is too
general when it comes to our farm animal rules. The current code excludes various types of animals, and
is based entirely on site acreage.

2. 0Ord 24-XX — Chapter 7B Sign Regulations
Hahn presented proposed changes to the sign regulations to address the new freeway corridor district and
make it more readable, as well as adding the mixed-use areas. Changes would make the language line up with
the zoning districts and eliminate duplication, reducing the ordinance by about 5 pages.

Hegland asked if combining categories to eliminate duplication would cause problems in the future if any of
the categories needed to be broken out for a change in regulations.

Hahn said that is a consideration as a change could cause re-numbering down the line. She said she would
schedule public hearings on these changes at upcoming meetings.

E. Interactive Technology Meeting Requirements

Davis explained that in order to comply with the open meeting law there are requirements that have to
be met regarding meeting attendance by interactive technology. This includes that everyone at the
meeting site and the person attending remotely have to be able to see and hear one another, and
individuals can only attend remotely three times per year. There must be notice of the Council or
Commission member attending remotely and their location must be accessible to the public. Members
of the public at the meeting site must also be able to see and hear any Council and Commission members
attending virtually. He said this presentation is informational and has already been given to the City
Council.

Commissioners mentioned that members of the public who attend remotely sometimes show only a
phone number and all my not be legitimate members of the public. Hahn explained Zoom allows the
moderator to admit or deny. It doesn’t provide an opportunity to ask the person to identify themselves.

Davis suggested information could be added when people attempt to sign in stating requirements for
being admitted.

F.  PUBLIC OPEN FORUM — Nothing at this time

G. PLANNING COMMISSIONER’S REPORT

Carver-Quinn mentioned the community is starting to get geared up for the Fall Fest and would welcome
help.

H. PLANNING & ZONING TECH REPORT

Hahn reported the next meeting on August 7 will be a joint meeting with the City Council and the topic
will be a Cannabis ordinance.

.  ADJOURNMENT
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Motion by Barrette to adjourn. Seconded by Bobick. Motion carries with all in favor.
Meeting adjourned at 6:42 p.m.
Respectfully submitted:
(oaner HNakn
Eleanor Hahn, Planning and Zoning Tech

Drafted by: Carol Shukle
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