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City of Columbus 

Regular City Council Meeting 

April 26, 2017 

 

The April 26th, 2017 meeting of the City of Columbus City Council was called to order at 7:02 

p.m. by Mayor Dave Povolny at the City Hall. Present were Council Members Bill Krebs, Jeff 

Duraine, Mark Daly and Denny Peterson; City Administrator Elizabeth Mursko, City Attorney 

Bill Griffith, City Engineer Dennis Postler, and Public Communications Coordinator Jessica 

Hughes. 

 

Also in attendance were: Kris King, Paul Peskar, Jody Krebs, Mary Preiner, Pat Preiner, Jesse 

Preiner, Dan Mike, John Young, Sherry Organ, Myron Organ, Wayne Robyn, Don Cordil, Mark 

Jungarth, Bob Schaller, Laurie King, Jerry, Joyce Guttson, Deanna Povolny, Gina Pizzo, Elizabeth 

Markose, Joe MacPherson, Mike Kempf, Commissioner Jim Watson, Public Works 

Superintendent Jim Windingstad, and Teri Hodges (LATV). 

 

A. CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING 

1. Call to Order - Regular Meeting – 7:00 P.M. 

2. Pledge of Allegiance 

 B. CONSENT AGENDA  
3.   Motion – Approval of the City Council Meeting Minutes 04.12.17 

4.   Motion – Agenda Approval with Additions 

5.   Motion – Pay Bills as Posted 

6.   Motion – Approve Resolution 17-17 Authorizing Acceptance of Gifts received by the 

City 
 
Motion by Peterson to approve the consent agenda items 3-6.  Seconded by Daly.  Motion 
carried unanimously.  
 

C. PRESENTATIONS 

 

7. Presentation – Relocation of County Road 54 (Anoka County Highway Department) 

 

Representatives Joe MacPherson, Elizabeth Markose, and Gina Pizzo from the Anoka County 

Highway Department gave a presentation on the CSAH 54 realignment.  Their presentation 

included details about the project history, construction staging, cost participation, and the 

proposed schedule. 

 

The project’s preliminary design began in January of 2016.  In August of 2016 the roundabout 

plans were presented, and as of April of this year the overall project’s plans are 60% complete.  

The project involves relocating W Freeway Drive west of the current location.  Two roundabouts 

will be added; one at the intersection of Lake Drive NE and the new W Freeway Drive, and one 

further south at the intersection of W Freeway Drive and the new 153rd Avenue NE.  There will 

also be two cul-de-sacs installed along the old W Freeway Drive; one at the north end near the 

Holiday Station and one at the south end, just north of where the new W Freeway Drive will 

meet with the old.  Anoka County anticipates starting construction in the winter of 2017.   
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The project will be done in 6 stages.  The first stage will involve work on the north side of Lake 

Drive under flagging operations, and traffic will not be interrupted.  During the second stage, the 

north shoulder will be widened and a temporary pedestrian path will be installed north of Lake 

Drive.  Again there will not be traffic interruption during this stage.  Stage three sees bigger 

changes with westbound traffic moving to the pedestrian path which was constructed in stage 

two, and eastbound traffic will move to the shoulder that was also altered in stage two.  In 

addition, the new W Freeway Drive extending south from Lake Drive will be built during this 

stage.  In stage four, the roundabout at Lake Drive and W Freeway Drive will be partially 

finished, and eastbound traffic will shift from the north shoulder to the newly constructed south 

lane.  The northern portion of the roundabout will be built in stage five and the westbound traffic 

will move from the pedestrian lane to the northern lane on Lake Drive.  In the final stage, the 

new W Freeway Drive will be tied to the old W Freeway Drive and cul-de-sacs will be installed 

on the old W Freeway Drive.  Traffic will be rerouted for 2-3 weeks during this phase, by means 

of 147th Avenue NE and Zurich Street. 

 

The next point of discussion was cost participation.  The bike trail and city utility 

relocations/adjustments are 100% City responsibility.  Mayor Povolny asked if the trail that the 

City will end up owning must be paved or if it could be a gravel trail.  MacPherson said that 

they’ve always done a paved trail and have never explored the idea of doing something different.  

The City is also responsible for 100% of the costs above and beyond the typical standards for 

corridor lighting & maintenance, and the landscaping & streetscaping. The City is responsible 

for 50% of the costs for concrete curb & gutter.  Mayor Dave Povolny asked MacPherson why 

the City must share costs with Anoka County for the curb & gutter because the roads on both 

sides of the bridge are Anoka County’s roads?  MacPherson replied that this was standard 

procedure for County projects, but he would be willing to consider the question with others at the 

County.  Mayor Povolny asked whether the County had an idea of what the cost would be for the 

curb & gutter portion.  MacPherson said they did not now, but should in about a month.  Lastly, 

the City will be responsible for the pro-rated costs relating to traffic control and drainage/storm 

sewer work.    

 

The proposed schedule for the project is as follows: 

 

 Plans and specifications  September 2017 

 Right-Of-Way possession date October 2017 

 Open bids/award project October/November 2017 

 Begin construction November/December 2017 

 Substantial completion November 2018 

 Final completion July 2019 

 

Following the County’s PowerPoint presentation, representatives took questions from the 

Council.  Mayor Povolny asked about the trail off the new W Freeway Drive.  It was his 

understanding that the trail extended south of the Lake Drive roundabout, however the current 

map does not reflect this.  MacPherson stated that after talking to Running Aces, they decided to 

take it out. Running Aces was concerned about people on the trail spooking horses that are 

practicing or competing on the track.  MacPherson also said that there is an 8’ shoulder planned 

for the road which could be enough space for people to walk.  City Attorney Bill Griffith noted 
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that the final decision about where the trail should be located is the City’s choice and not 

Running Aces’.  Krebs responded that there isn’t much south of the roundabout that people 

would want to visit.  Povolny said that he believed the plan was to extend the trail south from the 

roundabout to the northernmost driveway going to Running Aces.  The Council agreed that was 

the direction they would like to go.   

 

There was an extended discussion on the cul-de-sac which will be located on the old W Freeway 

Drive, just south of the Holiday Gas Station.  Mursko asked the Council if they wanted to keep 

the cul-de-sac where it is currently located, or if they would like to move it north.  The reason to 

keep it where it is being there will eventually be a road going east from the cul-de-sac to the new 

W Freeway Drive.  In addition, Mayor Povolny expressed his concern that if the cul-de-sac was 

moved north, people would use the Holiday station to turn around.  However, there are City 

utilities located between the cul-de-sac and Holiday, which one could argue is a good reason to 

move the cul-de-sac north.  Krebs and Public Works Superintendent Jim Windingstad said they 

preferred to move the cul-de-sac north.  In the end, the Council’s decision was to move the cul-

de-sac north.   

 

The next question from Mayor Povolny was regarding ponding in the City’s land south of 

Holiday.  Povolny asked if the city develops the remainder of that parcel, what size the pond 

would have to be?  MacPherson replied that the pond would have to be 3-4 times the size it is 

displayed as now.   

 

City Administrator Mursko asked the Council what the old W Freeway Drive should be renamed 

as.  In the area, streets are named after baseball players and they follow an alphabetical 

arrangement.  Based on that knowledge, Mursko suggested the road be called either Evers Street, 

Court, or Lane.  The Council agreed they would like the road to be named Evers Street.    

 

To finish, Mayor Povolny asked if he believed it would be possible to put a City street north of 

Lake Drive, extending northeast from where the roundabout is going to be located.  The 

consensus from that County was that it would most likely be difficult because that area contains 

a special protected forest. 

 

Motion by Krebs to approve the road name as presented (Evers Street NE and 153rd Street 

NE), and declare the realignment of CSAH 54 as City Project 2017-7.  Seconded by 

Duraine.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

8. Planning Commission Report 

 

Planning Commission Member Jody Krebs presented the Planning Commission report.  The 

Planning Commission met on April 19th, 2017 and discussed a Variance application and an 

Ordinance that addresses the use of Conex boxes in Columbus.  The Variance application was 

not brought forward, as the applicant needs more time to complete a survey. 

 

Conex Box Ordinance 

 

The Planning Commission and City Council have been considering how to regulate the use of 

Conex boxes in the City.  The most recent discussion occurred at the April 19th, 2017 Planning 
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Commission meeting, where two red-lined draft ordinances prepared by the City Attorney was 

considered.  The ordinance covered some provisions that arose in earlier discussions with the 

City Council on options for Conex boxes to be allowed in the City.  The two draft ordinances are 

slightly different; one addresses how Conex boxes may be permitted and regulated, and the other 

prohibits Conex boxes except for temporary projects.  Both are amendments to existing 

provisions within the ordinance pertaining to residential accessory buildings.  Commissioner 

Krebs gave the City Council the following questions and suggestions to help guide the discussion 

and provide the Planning Commission with further direction: 

 

 Consider requiring a permit and a site-plan review before bringing in and placing a Conex 

box, including the location of an alternate septic site.  

 Can the box be moved without a permit? 

 Screening should be required.  

 The density of one container per five acres is acceptable if all screening requirements are 

met.  

 Consider adding language which prohibits stacking of Conex boxes. 

 If the container is “located entirely to the rear of the principal structure and effectively 

obstructed from views from adjacent residential property or the right-of-way”, as in the 

proposed draft language, naming setbacks in the ordinance is not necessary. However, if the 

proposed location is less than 30 feet from the property line, a survey should be required to 

show where the property line is. 

 Would the City like to create the same standards for hoop buildings, makeshift structures, 

etc. and lump them all together? 

 

The first question brought up by the Council was what would be done about the Conex Boxes 

that are currently standing in Columbus, and don’t meet standards set by the new ordinance.  

City Attorney Bill Griffith said that there is no legal way to ask someone to move their Conex 

box after the ordinance is passed, unless there is something about the Conex box which would 

violate a different ordinance that is already published.  As for the Conex box off of Tulane Street 

NE, that started this conversation, the City is able to ask for its removal because there is a 

commercial logo on it, and the storage of commercial vehicles is not allowed in the rural 

residential zones of Columbus.   

 

The second topic raised was hoop buildings.  In the drafts of the ordinance presented by 

Commissioner Krebs, there is mention of hoop buildings.  Council Member Krebs asked why 

that was included.  Mursko responded that throughout the discussion on Conex boxes, several 

people have brought up the question of hoop buildings in Columbus.  The reason they were 

added to this ordinance is that they are already allowed in Columbus under the accessory 

building ordinance, so if the Council wanted to put additional restrictions on them this could be 

the right time to do that.  The Council did not agree on the question of additional restrictions on 

hoop buildings.   

 

The third question raised was whether the Conex boxes should simply have the same 

performance standards as accessory buildings, and not add anything further.  Comments were 

made that the Conex boxes should have additional restrictions, as the accessory building 

ordinance does not address everything that should be regulated (for example, whether or not 
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Conex Boxes can be stacked).  Another related question raised was whether there should be a 

limit to the number of Conex boxes one could own, or if they should simply be counted with the 

total allotment of square footage for accessory buildings.  There was brief discussion on the idea 

of also limiting the number of Conex boxes you can have based on lot size. 

 

To get further direction on the question, Mayor Dave Povolny opened the meeting for audience 

members to speak on this topic. 

 

Wayne Robyn – 16554 Kettle River Blvd 

 

Mr. Robyn has been a resident of Columbus for a long time.  He believes that the City Council 

cares more about new residents coming into the City than the residents that have been here for a 

while.  Robyn sees Conex boxes as a cheap alternative to an accessory building, and noted that 

not everyone can afford to build a nice accessory building.  In terms of hoop buildings, he said 

that many of the ones in Columbus also act as greenhouses, which he supports.  Also, he would 

rather see a hoop building than junk or garbage in someone’s yard.  He would be okay with 

Conex boxes in Columbus so long as they are painted harmoniously with the main house on the 

property. 

 

David Liska – 18126 Vassar Street NE 

 

Mr. Liska came forward and stated that he owns a Conex box on his 2.8-acre property.  His main 

point was that none of his neighbors knew that he had one until it was pointed out to them.  He is 

in favor of the Conex boxes if they are behind the house and properly screened.  Liska also noted 

that he made an effort to be respectful of his neighbors before he placed it on his property, and it 

has not caused any problems.  

 

Robert Schaller – 16577 Kettle River Blvd 

 

Mr. Schaller came forward to ask how hoop buildings fit into this conversation.  It was explained 

that hoop buildings are currently allowed in the accessory building ordinance, however they have 

been brought up as part of this conversation, and the Council is considering whether to regulate 

them further or not. 

 

Mike Kempf – 6605 145th Avenue NE 

 

Mr. Kempf owns roughly 145 acres in Columbus, and doesn’t believe that Conex boxes should 

be prohibited on larger sized lots in the City.  Kempf believes Conex boxes should have similar 

requirements as an accessory building.  However, he stated that screening a Conex box 80% 

would be difficult to do because the boxes are rather tall.  Lastly, he believes it is important to 

have a minimum acreage where they would be allowed, so that screening could be easily done.   

 

Not seeing anyone further to speak on the topic, Mayor Povolny continued with Council 

discussion. 

 

After some discussion, the Council agreed they would allow the Conex Boxes on a permanent 

basis as part of the accessory building ordinance, so long as the following additional 
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performance standards are included:  one allowed for every 5 acres of land, the color must be 

harmonious with other buildings on the lot, no logos allowed, not allowed in the front or side 

yard, stacking is not allowed, must be stored at least 6 inches off the ground, and must be at least 

80% screened.  Also, as part of being included in the accessory building ordinance, would be 

counted toward the maximum square footage of accessory buildings allowed on a property.  

Commissioner Krebs asked if the keeping of a Conex box for 90 days temporarily would be 

acceptable to the Council?  The Council agreed that was acceptable.   

 

9. Public Open Forum 

 

Laurie King – 9650 Howard Lake Drive 

 

Ms. King came forward to discuss the speed limit on Howard Lake Drive.  She is concerned that 

there are not enough speed limit signs on the road.  King alleges there are only two signs on the 

road, however the Council was sure there are at least four.  King’s secondary concern was that 

people are ignoring the 35-mph speed limit, and creating a dangerous situation for people that 

walk on that road.  King was wondering if the City can lower the speed limit, or increase patrols 

of the road to catch people speeding.  Mayor Dave Povolny stated that the question about the 

speed limit on Howard Lake Drive was a difficult one to address, that took a lot of their time in 

2016.  He commented that since the Howard Lake Bridge opened up, many people started using 

it as an alternative route to Forest Lake, and began traveling faster through that area than 

previously.  The Council directed King to speak to the Anoka County Sheriff’s Department with 

her concerns, as the City has already done a lot of work on this issue. 

 

10. LBAE Meeting Minutes 04.17.17 

 

Mursko presented an email from Columbus’ County Assessor regarding a clarification from the 

Local Board of Appeals and Equalization meeting that was held on April 17th, 2017.  After a 

lengthy discussion regarding two parcels, 30-33-22-33-0008 and 30-33-22-33-0009, the 

Council’s motion was to assign the properties last year’s value plus any inflationary increase.  At 

the time Ken Tolzmann did not disclose what the inflationary increase was.  Tolzmann clarified 

in his email that there was no inflationary increase in the past year, so this year’s values for the 

parcels would be $174,400 and $115,400 respectively (accounting for the cabin located on the 

former property, which will still be valued at this year’s amount).  The Council’s consensus was 

to go forward with these values. 

 

D. STAFF AND CONSULTANT REPORTS  

 

11. Engineer Report 

 

City Engineer Dennis Postler presented the Engineer’s report, which contained three main topics. 

 

Pine Street Drainage 

 

Because of concerns from a resident, the City has been investigating some drainage issues along 

Pine Street NE in Columbus.  At the March 22nd City Council meeting, the Council directed 

Postler to complete a survey of the area to get accurate readings of the elevations.  Postler 
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presented the results of the survey to the Council.  Postler found that the elevation from the 

Zodiac Street Culvert to the Anoka County Ditch only differs by one inch.  Along this stretch of 

road as well he found there were a few culverts that were clogged or buried.  Mayor Povolny 

asked if the City can request that residents clean out their driveway culverts?  Griffith replied 

that yes, under the public nuisance Ordinance this could be done.  The Council wondered if this 

was an issue for the watershed district, and Mursko clarified that the ditches in question are City 

property and must be maintained by the City.  Mayor Povolny then asked if Postler believed that 

cleaning out the culverts would solve the problem?  Postler said that in his opinion cleaning the 

culverts will help, but not solve the problem.  To have a bigger effect on the drainage issue, the 

ditches will have to be cleaned.  The council asked Windingstad if this is something that he could 

do?  He said that he is unsure, because in the area there are gas lines and telephone poles that 

complicate things.  The Council agreed to have Windingstad and Public Works contact the 

applicable entities (regarding gas and telephone) and then research what it would take to have the 

ditches cleaned out. 

 

New Developments 

 

Postler reported on projects that are going on in Columbus.  He said there are currently 5 City 

projects, 2 developments, and 2 agency projects (MnDOT and Anoka County) going on in the 

City.  In terms of City projects; the crack sealing will begin on May 10th and take four days, the 

seal coating will begin on May 30th and take two days, and the paving of 159th Avenue NE and 

Xingu Street NE will begin on May 8th.  The 2 developments are Thurnbeck Farms and Preiner’s 

Preserve.  The road at Thurnbeck Farms is graveled and permits have been approved for utilities.  

There was a pre-construction meeting for Preiner’s Preserve, tree removal has started on the site, 

and utility permits should be done by mid-June.  The two agency projects have been a regular 

topic at City Council meetings, and there was nothing new to report on there. 

 

NE Groundwater Legislative Meeting 

 

Lastly, Postler presented an update from the legislative meeting in regards to the NE 

Groundwater Management Organization.  The technical committee looked at studies done by the 

USGIS and the DNR, which were considering the relationship between white bear lake, and the 

area’s groundwater aquifer.  The USGIS noted that the groundwater levels are down 20 feet, and 

because of that they are going to be increasing their efforts to decrease water usage.  The DNR 

found no evidence that groundwater pumping is affecting the levels of White Bear Lake, and 

argues that White Bear Lake’s levels need to fluctuate for wildlife and ecological reasons. 

 

12. Attorney Report 

 

No report. 

 

13. Mayor and City Council Member’s Report 

 

Mayor Dave Povolny 

 

Mayor Dave Povolny commented that the ColumBiz event held on April 20th went well.  He 

recalled that the subject of internet service was popular and is something that needs to be 
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addressed.  He suggested that perhaps Columbus should consider a policy for providing residents 

with internet service by the City.  Griffith said he would look into whether it was possible for the 

City to assess residents for the extension of internet service into their neighborhoods. 

 

Council Member Krebs 

 

Council Member Krebs asked Peterson if he could take his spot at the Sunrise Watershed 

meeting next week.  Peterson said that he should be able to do that. 

 

Council Member Duraine 

 

Council Member Duraine attended the most recent Cable Commission meeting where they 

discussed the $25,000 in renovations that the Commission will be putting towards audio and 

visual updates to the Columbus chambers. 

 

Council Member Daly 

 

Council Member Daly attended the most recent Park Board meeting.  He reported that they took 

a tour of the park, and noted that the new fence looks nice.  Lastly, the park’s tennis courts will 

be redone soon.   

 

Council Member Peterson 

 

Council Member Peterson thanked Mayor Povolny for his gift of “Land for Sale” signs that will 

be used to advertise commercial lots for sale in Columbus. 

 

14. Public Works Report 

 

No report. 

 

15. City Administrator’s Report 

 

Treasurer's Report  

 

No report. 

 

Senior Center Renovations 

 

The City is working on plans for cleaning and renovating the Senior Center, and Mursko is 

presenting a quote for the work to be done.  The quote is from Dry Tech Restoration and 

Construction Services, and the total for services was $14,149.01.  Griffith noted that the City 

must be able to recoup what they spend each year in updates through rent.  However, the rent 

that the Senior Center pays each year is $3600.  Thus, Mursko is suggesting the City spread the 

work out over a few years, and try to address a selection of projects for 2017.  Mayor Povolny 

asked if the Public Works Department would be able to help do a portion of the project?  Public 

Works Superintendent Jim Windingstad said that he hasn’t seen the list of projects so he isn’t 

sure.  Mayor Povolny then asked if we could get a second quote, and Mursko said she would do 
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that.  Shari Organ, from the Senior Center, said that she has volunteers who would be willing to 

paint the Center.  She asked if they could get the paint sometime soon, since Council Members 

had agreed to donate it?  The Council agreed they would get the paint to them sometime soon.  

Mursko suggested that the City go ahead and try to get the kitchen cleaned this year.  She 

commented that the quote for the work in the kitchen seems reasonable (at $2,811.07), and it was 

her understanding that the kitchen was the top priority for Senior Center members.  The Council 

agreed this was a good idea, but still wanted to get a second quote for the project.   

 

Motion by Peterson to get a second quote for the entire Senior Center cleaning project, and 

if the second quote for the kitchen is similar to the first one, to go forward with cleaning the 

kitchen.  Seconded by Duraine.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

NE Quad Land Rental Opportunity 

 

Mursko is presenting an opportunity to the Council regarding land for sale in the northeast 

quadrant of the intersection of TH 97 and I 35.  Mursko received a request from the company 

doing the I 35 bonded overlay project, to rent this land for the duration of the project.  They 

would use it to store trailers and to put up a temporary cement mixing plant.  Povolny wondered 

if this would hinder the possibility of selling the land to someone else, and asked what the time 

frame would be?  Mursko replied that she isn’t certain, but would guess that it would be until 

2019 because that’s how long the project is expected to last.  In terms of whether it would hinder 

the possibility of selling that land, that is a risk the City would have to take.  It is an opportunity 

for the City to collect some money for the land, and it is also questionable how many buyers will 

be interested in the land while a major construction project is happening in the area.  Mayor 

Povolny said that he would want the company to stay out of the land for sale near the Holiday 

gas station, which Mursko replied wouldn’t be an issue.  The Council agreed they would like to 

see a dollar amount for what they are offering to pay in rent, as well as how long they would like 

to rent the space.  In addition the Council would like Griffith to do some quick research on 

comparable projects so that they have an idea of what a reasonable amount for rent would be. 

 

Preiner’s Preserve Question 

 

Mursko has a question from Woodland Development (the company developing Preiner’s 

Preserve).  In a previous meeting the Council agreed that the City would maintain a pond that is 

within the development, and be reimbursed for the costs from the Association.  Thus, the City 

must enter a Declaration of Maintenance Agreement with Woodland Development.  Because the 

City has never done this before, Mursko is asking the Council if they would like to direct the 

City Attorney to draft such an agreement and bill Woodland Development for the work.  Griffith 

noted that he is happy to do so, and it shouldn’t take too much time as it’s a routine agreement. 

 

Motion by Daly to have the City Attorney draft a Declaration of Maintenance Agreement 

with Woodland Development for the maintenance of a pond located within Preiner’s 

Preserve.  Seconded by Peterson.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Personnel Committee Update 

 

The City has been working to find a new Deputy Treasurer, and will be advertising the position 
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again for the next month.  To stay on track with the Treasurer’s duties, the City must extend their 

contract with AEM one more month while continuing the applicant search. 

 

Motion by Peterson to extend the contract with AEM for an additional month for the cost 

of $3,900.00.  Seconded by Krebs.  Motion carried unanimously.  

 

E. ANNOUNCEMENTS & REMINDERS 

The May 3rd Planning Commission meeting will be cancelled. 

The next Planning Commission meeting is 05.17.17 at 7:00 p.m.   

Calendar of Meetings. 

F. ADJOURNMENT 

Motion by Peterson to adjourn.  Seconded by Krebs.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Meeting adjourned at 9:53 p.m. 

 

 

 
 

Respectfully Submitted: 

 

 

Jessica Hughes, Public Communications Coordinator
 


