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City of Columbus 
Planning Commission Meeting 

March 18, 2020 

To:  City of Columbus Planning Commission 

From:  Ben Gutknecht, City Planning Technician 
planningtech@ci.columbus.mn.us 

Date:  March 9, 2020 

RE:  Clear Channel Outdoor, LLC Billboard Non-binding Design Standard Review 

After review of the Non-Binding Design Standard Concept submitted by Clear Channel Outdoor 
LLC, the City of Columbus Planning Staff provides the following Findings of Fact and 
Consensus: 

Findings of Fact 

1. Clear Channel Outdoor submitted materials for a Concept Design Standard review on
February 19, 2020.

2. Clear Channel Outdoor currently owns and operates twenty-seven Large Off-Premises
signs in the City of Columbus.

3. Seven of the twenty-seven are permitted via Conditional Use Permit (CUP). The
remaining twenty are permitted via Interim Use Permit (IUP).

4. Of the twenty IUPs, nineteen expired as of February 16, 2020.
5. Clear Channel Outdoor requested and was approved a 60-day extension of existing IUP

renewals on February 12, 2020, in consideration of submitting new IUP applications after
non-binding design standard review.

6. The proposed Column Enclosure consists of a four-sided steel frame structure with stucco
panels set within cement fiber material surface set above a manufacture stone base.

7. The manufactured stone base is proposed to be 54 in. x 54in. x 6 feet in height and the
“Cobblefield” style from “Cultured Stone”.

8. The four-sided steel frame structure with stucco panel section is proposed to be 48 in. x
48 in. x 21ft and the Stucco is proposed to be “Timber Bark” from the “James Hardie
Statement Collection”.

9. The City sign is proposed to be an oval pan style metal sign, approximately 24 in. H x 52
in. W. The color and font are proposed to match the Columbus Code requirements.

10. The proposed use is currently permitted via interim use permit in the I-35 corridor.
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City of Columbus 
Planning Commission Meeting 

March 18, 2020 

Consensus 

The column enclosure design concept proposed by Clear Channel Outdoor LLC was found by 
the City Staff to be consistent with the requirements of the Amended Chapter 7B Sign 
Regulations (Section 7B-310); because, they propose a column cover that is “primarily natural 
stone, brick, masonry, stucco panels, or similar materials.” Furthermore, the colors and City logo 
design are consistent with the regulations outlined in the amended ordinance. The concept should 
be approved by the Planning Commission pending any changes or additions that may arise 
during the scheduled meeting on March 18, 2020. In any subsequent submission of formal 
application materials for IUP renewals, the submission should include a site survey, sign 
dimensions, column enclosure rendering and description of materials, and a depiction and 
specifications of any sign lighting (wattage, shrouding and timer function). 

Please do not hesitate to contact me should you have any questions. 
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