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CHAPTER 16B
DANGEROUS BUILDINGS CODE

ARTICLE 1
TITLE, SCOPE, SEVERABILITY

SECTION 16B-100. TITLE. This Chapter shall be known as the Columbus Dangerous Buildings
Code and may be cited as such.

SECTION 16B-101. PURPOSE. It is the purpose of this Code to provide a just, equitable and
practicable method, to be cumulative with and in addition to, any other remedy provided by the Building
Code, Housing Code or otherwise available at law, whereby buildings or structures which from any cause
endanger the life, limb, health, morals, property, safety or welfare of the general public or their occupants
may be repaired, vacated, removed, or demolished.

SECTION 16B-102. APPLICATION. The provisions of this Code shall apply to all dangerous
buildings or structures, as herein defined, which are now in existence or which may hereafter become
dangerous in this jurisdiction. Under this Chapter of the City Code, there are no lawful nonconforming
uses or nonconforming structures (as defined in Article IV of the Zoning Ordinance, Chapter 7A of the
City Code). That is, a dangerous building, a dangerous structure, or a dangerous use cannot be classified

as a lawful nonconformity as of the effective date of this Chapter of the City Code.
[s 16B-102 amended by Ord. No. 07-02, effective March 1, 2007.]

SECTION 16B-103. SEVERABILITY CLAUSE. Should any part of this Chapter be declared by
any Court of competent jurisdiction to be unconstitutional or invalid, such decision shall not effect the
validity of the ordinance as a whole or any part thereof, other than the part so declared invalid or
unconstitutional.

(Supporting authority for Article I: Minn. Stat. § 368.01 (1989); Chapter 1 of Uniform Code for
Abatement of Dangerous Buildings of 1988, International Conference of Building Officials, Whittier,

California (hereinafter sometimes referred to as “U.C.A.D.B.”.)
[$ 16B-103, amended by Ord. No. 89-17, effective December 8, 1989.]

ARTICLE I
ENFORCEMENT

SECTION 16B-200. ADMINISTRATION. The building official is hereby authorized to enforce the
provisions of this Code.

SECTION 16B-201. INSPECTIONS. The health officer, the fire marshal and the building official
are hereby authorized to make such inspections and take such actions as may be required to enforce the
provisions of this Code.
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SECTION 16B-202. RIGHT OF ENTRY. Whenever necessary to make an inspection to enforce
any of the provisions of this Code, or whenever the building official or his authorized representative has
reasonable cause to believe that there exists in any building or upon any premises any condition or Code
violation which makes such building or premises unsafe, dangerous or hazardous, the building official or
his authorized representative may enter such building or premises at all reasonable times to inspect the
same or to perform any duty imposed upon the building official by this Code, provided that if such
building or premises be occupied, he shall first present proper credentials and request entry; and if such
building or premises be unoccupied, he shall first make a reasonable effort to locate the owner or other
persons having charge or control of the building or premises and request entry. If such entry is refused,
the building official or his authorized representative shall have recourse to every remedy provided by law
to secure entry.

When the building official or his authorized representative shall have first obtained a proper
inspection warrant or other remedy provided by law to secure entry, no owner or occupant or any other
persons having charge, care or control of any building or premises shall fail or neglect, after proper
request is made as herein provided, to promptly permit entry therein by the building official or his
authorized representative for the purpose of inspection and examination pursuant to this Code.

“Authorized representative” shall include the officers named in Section 16B-201 and their
authorized inspection personnel.

SECTION 16B-203. ABATEMENT OF DANGEROUS BUILDINGS. All buildings or portions
thereof which are determined after inspection by the building official to be dangerous as defined in this
code are hereby declared to be public nuisances and shall be abated by repair, rehabilitation, demolition
or removal in accordance with the procedure specified in Chapter 16C of the City Code and in Minn.

Stat. § 463.15 through § 463.26, as amended.
[§ 16B-203, amended by Ord. No. 89-17, effective December 8, 1989, amended by Ord. No. 07-02, effective March 1, 2007, amended by Ord.
No. 09-02, effective March 5, 2009.]

SECTION 16B-204. VIOLATIONS. It shall be unlawful for any person, firm or corporation to erect,
construct, enlarge, alter, repair, move, improve, remove, convert or demolish, equip, use, occupy or
maintain any building or structure or cause or permit the same to be done in violation of this Code.
Violations hereof may be prosecuted as a misdemeanor in accordance with state law and in accordance

with the provisions of Chapter 1, Article I, Section 1-109 of the City Code.
[s 16B-204 amended by Ord. No. 07-02, effective March 1, 2007.]

SECTION 16B-205. INSPECTION OF WORK. All buildings or structures within the scope of this
Code and all construction or work for which a permit is required shall be subject to inspection by the
building official in accordance with and in the manner provided by this Code and Sections 305 and 306
of the Building Code.

(Supporting authority for Article II: Minn. Stat. § 368.01 (1989); Chapter 2 of Uniform Code for
Abatement of Dangerous Buildings of 1988, International Conference of Building Officials, Whittier,

California (U.C.A.D.B.)
[$ 16B-205, amended by Ord. No. 89-17, effective December 8, 1989.]
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ARTICLE II1
DEFINITIONS:
SELECTED PROVISIONS OF UNIFORM CODE FOR ABATEMENT OF DANGEROUS
BUILDINGS

SECTION 16B-300. ADOPTION OF SELECTED PROVISIONS. Chapter 3 (Definitions) of the
Uniform Code for Abatement of Dangerous Buildings of 1988, International Conference of Building
Officials, Whittier, California, is herein adopted as part of the Columbus Dangerous Buildings Code and
is incorporated herein by reference. Three copies of the Uniform Code for Abatement of Dangerous

Buildings are available for inspection and copying at the office of the City Clerk.
[$§ 16B-300, amended by Ord. No. 89-17, effective December 8, 1989, amended by Ord. No. 07-02, effective March 1, 2007.]

SECTION 16B-301. STRUCTURE DEFINED. In addition to other cited definitions and in addition
to definitions incorporated in § 16B-300 above, “structure” includes, but is not limited to, the definition

of structure as shown in Chapter 7A of the City Code.
[$§16B-301 amended by Ord. No. 07-02, effective March 1, 2007.]

ARTICLE 1V
NOTICE AND ORDER OF BUILDING OFFICIAL

SECTION 16B-400. COMMENCEMENT OF PROCEEDINGS. Whenever the building official
has inspected or caused to be inspected any building and has found and determined that such building is a
dangerous building, he shall commence proceedings to cause the repair, vacation or demolition of the
building.

SECTION 16B-401. NOTICE AND ORDER. The building official shall issue a notice and order
directed to the record owner of the building. The notice and order shall contain:

A. The street address and a legal description sufficient for identification of the premises
upon which the building is located.
B. A statement that the building official has found the building to be dangerous with a brief

and concise description of the conditions found to render the building dangerous under the
provisions of Section 302 of Uniform Code for Abatement of Dangerous Buildings of 1988,
International Conference of Building Officials, Whittier, California (U.C.A.D.B.).
C. A statement of the action required to be taken as determined by the building official.
1. If the building official has determined that the building or structure must be
repaired, the order shall require that all required permits be secured therefor and the
work physically commenced within such time (not to exceed sixty (60) days from the
date of the order) and completed within such time as the building official shall determine
is reasonable under all of the circumstances.
2. If the building official has determined that the building or structure must be
vacated, the order shall require that the building or structure shall be vacated within a
time certain from the date of the order as determined by the building official to be
reasonable.
3. If the building official has determined that the building or structure must be
removed or demolished, the order shall require that the building be vacated within such
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time as the building official shall determine is reasonable (not to exceed sixty (60) days
from the date of the order); that all required permits be secured therefor within sixty (60)
days from the date of the order, and that the demolition or removal be completed within
such time as the building shall determine is reasonable.
D. Statements advising that if any required repair or demolition work (without vacation also
being required) is not commenced with the time specified, the building official: (i) will order the
building vacated and posted to prevent further occupancy until the work is completed, and (ii)

shall notify the City Council of the owner’s failure to comply with the building official’s order.
[$§ 16B-401, amended by Ord. No. 89-17, effective December 8, 1989, amended by Ord. No. 07-02, effective March 1, 2007.]

SECTION 16B-402. LEGAL ACTION. Upon receipt of the notification of noncompliance with the
building official’s order(s), the City Council may direct:

A. That the offending property owner be prosecuted for the particular Code violations; or,
B. That abatement proceedings be commenced pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 463.15 through
§ 463.26, as amended,

C. That civil proceedings be commenced to enjoin the offending conduct or offending use;
or,

D. That other remedies, as the law may provide, be employed to terminate the offending

conduct or offending use.
(See Chapter 4, Uniform Code for Abatement of Dangerous Buildings of 1988, International

Conference of Building Officials, Whittier, California; Minn. Stat. § 368.01 (1989).)
[$ 16B-402, amended by Ord. No. 89-17, effective December 8, 1989. amended by Ord. No. 94-3, effective September 9, 1994, amended by
Ord. No. 07-02, effective March 1, 2007, amended by Ord. No. 09-02, effective March 5, 2009.]

SECTION 16B-403. ABATEMENT COSTS CHARGED AS SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS. All of
the City’s costs incurred in any abatement proceeding conducted pursuant to § 16B-402B, shall be
charged to and collected from the property owner. Upon determination of the city’s final costs for such
abatement, the property owner shall be billed for such costs. The bill shall be sent by U.S. Mail to the
property owner’s address as shown on the property tax records of the Anoka County Auditor. If the
property owner has not paid the full bill within 30 days of the mailing of the bill, the City Council may
assess the real property pursuant to the procedures and provisions of Minn. Stat. Chapter 429. The costs
of such special assessment proceedings shall be added to the abatements costs to be collected. {See

Minn. Stat. §§ 429.021, Subd. 1(8) and 429.101, Subd. 1(c) (1994)}.
[§ 16B-403, added by Ord. No. 94-3, effective September 9, 1994, amended by Ord. No. 07-02, effective March 1, 2007.]

»<<
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CHAPTER 16B, added to the Town Code by Ord. No. 86-4, effective June 27, 1986. History of ordinances affecting
the text of Chapter 16B (since adoption of Ord. No. 86-4):

Ord. No. 89-17, effective December 8, 1989.
Ord. No. 94-3, effective September 9, 1994.
Ord. No. 07-02, effective March 1, 2007.
Ord. No. 09-02, effective March 5, 2009.

This Chapter has been updated through the date of the latest ordinance listed above.

4842-2231-9383, v. 3
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