
From: Dennis M. Postler <dennis.postler@tkda.com>  
Sent: Thursday, June 18, 2020 2:49 PM 
To: Elizabeth Mursko <cityadministrator@ci.columbus.mn.us>; Jim Windingstad 
<jwsuperintendent@ci.columbus.mn.us> 
Cc: Larry Poppler <larry.poppler@tkda.com> 
Subject: FW: N.698146 / MNCL19.80163E_Hornsby St Realignment-Columbus 
 
Elizabeth & Jim: 
 
Per a Go To Meeting conference call we had this morning with MnDOT, County, City, TKDA and 
CenturyLink (& their consultant Terratech), we (the agencies) informed CenturyLink that they would be 
responsible for the cost of relocating their facilities as noted below and attached.  Their response is that 
this is their second relocation in 2 years in this area due to MnDOT’s Design/Build project and now the 
City’s Hornsby Street/TH-97 project.  They are estimating below a cost of approximately $110,000 to 
relocate their fiber lines.  As such, they will be taking this to their legal counsel for a ruling and come 
back to us with their findings.  There’s a good chance they will not agree to paying for this 2nd relocation. 
 
The County is issuing CenturyLink a Letter and a Notice & Order to relocate their line at their expense. 
This is a process/form MnDOT typically uses on their projects.  Anoka County is delegated this authority 
from MnDOT per the Cooperative Agreement.  To help alleviate the chance of CenturyLink making this a 
drawn-out legal issue, we (the County, MnDOT, TKDA, Jim W.) discussed the possibility of the City 
agreeing to partially fund the relocation, and have thought about a cap of $25,000 included with the 
project costs.  We believe this would a good faith gesture to CenturyLink of cooperation, and potentially 
keep the City out of a legal battle, project delays, and potentially much higher costs. 
 
If you can discuss this with Council and give us their feedback/decision, it would be greatly 
appreciated.  Thanks much. 
 

 

Dennis Postler, PE | Southern California Market Manager 
Professional Engineer: CA, MI, MN, WI 
 
2222 Martin Street, Suite 205, Irvine, CA 92612 
P 949.892.2486 | C 612.759.5026 
dennis.postler@tkda.com 
tkda.com 
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