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ATTENDEES: City Administrator Elizabeth Mursko, City Planner Dean Johnson, Public 
Information Coordinator Bronwyn Pope. Table 1: Jeff Joyer, Jim Windingstad, Dustina Erickson, 
Jeannine Sachs, Mark Daly, Jody Krebs. Table 2: Garth Sternberg, Pat Cropsey, Mark Resler, Bill 
Krebs, Roberta Gronquist, Bill Griffith. Table 3: Jim Watson, Jeff Duraine, Jay Erickson, Orville 
Sachs, Larry Bohrer, Harry Haluptzak, Bruce Miller. Table 4: Patrick Nooney, Pam Wolowski, Ed 
Cary, Jacob Steen, Dan Mike, Steve Saunders, Denny Peterson, Dave Povolny. 
 
This Freeway District Public Workshop invited participants to share their perspectives and work 
through ideas about how the City can help address slow land sales and development in this 
area of Columbus. Workshop participants were divided among four tables, with residents/land 
owners, brokers, City staff, Planning Commission members, and City Council members at each 
table. City Administrator Elizabeth Mursko welcomed workshop participants and introduced 
City Planner Dean Johnson to lead the workshop. Johnson gave a brief chronology of how the 
Freeway District has evolved, and summarized the findings and recommendations of both the 
2009 and 2015 McCombs Retail Studies.  Johnson then asked brokers to offer their perspective 
on the current market. 
 
BROKER PERSPECTIVES:  
 
Bruce Miller, MSU properties – Owns land in Columbus Light Industrial area, including a 
remaining 20 acres by Ziegler. The overall market is in good condition. We own a variety of 
property and on the development side is very active. But we have no activity on our land here, 
a piece by the freeway has no activity and we have had it listed for 15 years now. In general, 
the market is solid but Columbus is slow. 
 
Pat Cropsey, Keller Williams – Represents a couple of landowners in the area. Has done land 
brokerage and development for 25 years. Housing drives everything else, you need rooftops 
especially for commercial retail properties. The properties I represent are full now, activity has 
picked up, but in Columbus we have had a couple of inquiries but nothing substantial. It is slow 
up here and we are looking to help come up with some ideas that would help everyone.  
 
Jeff Joyer, Keller Williams – Working primarily in residential resale and also has a specialty for 
Lake Drive properties. Has sold approximately 12 properties there in the last 10 years. We are 
coming up from the bottom of the market, home sales are better than half way up where they 
were, but land sales are still trailing that. I have sold five commercial industrial properties on 
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Lake Drive in the last two years, so there is hope. I recently listed property across from Running 
Aces and we have an offer on one of the parcels.  
 
Johnson then instructed participants to share perspectives and experiences at their tables and 
then work as a group to identify five top priorities for the Freeway District.  
 
SMALL GROUP SUMMARIES  
Tables each presented their top five priorities. All workshop participants then voted on their 
top three priorities overall. 
 

FREEWAY DISTRICT PRIORITIES 

Table 1 Votes 

Senior Housing 3 

Store front businesses – smaller like coffee shops, clothing stores not big box 2 

Restaurants 1 

Multi-use/mixed-use districts maybe have more of an overlay, maybe showroom 2 

Smaller lot sizes for commercial (Freeway District is zoned for ½ acre right now) 5 

Table 2  

More houses/rooftops - suburban residential overlay expansion 6 

Freeway, bridge and adjoining roads updated 8 

Zoning flexibility - overlay, or maybe industrial) 7 

Special assessments – no more burden on the property owners 3 

Marketing plan for the entire Freeway District to try to get things moving 9 

Table 3  

Bridge and interchange/Hornsby and other roads updated  7 

Allowing more light industry in the current Community Retail zone 3 

Clear cutting some of the vacant land – make it more visually appealing 2 

More rooftops – expand Residential zone 1 

Land inventory – do people want townhouses, multi-family homes, smaller lot sizes 2 

Table 4  

Rezoning from Commercial Industrial to Light Industrial on the East side of Freeway District 1 

Secure an anchor business to spur growth 6 

Develop incentives 3 

Finalize and rebuilt the 97 Interchange 7 

More flexibility with building/structure/materials standards – a lot more diversity now 4 

 

FREEWAY DISTRICT TOP FOUR PRIORITIES Votes 

1 Bridge & freeway interchange issues 22 

2 Zoning flexibility (zoning changes, mixed-use, multi-use, overlays, building 
standards) 

17 

3 Marketing plan/development incentives and land inventory 14 

4 Housing/rooftops/senior developments 10 

 
Johnson summarized the workshop results and next steps. The Columbus City Council and 
Planning Commission will now move forward, clarifying their ongoing work on many of these 
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areas as they focus on finding solutions that will lead to growth and prosperity in the Freeway 
District. 
 
Respectfully Submitted: 
 
 
Bronwyn Pope, Public Information Coordinator 
 


