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City of Columbus 
Regular City Council Meeting 

Oct. 14, 2015 
 

The Oct. 14, 2015 meeting of the City of Columbus City Council was called to order at 7:03 p.m. 
by Mayor Dave Povolny at City Hall. Present were Povolny, Council Members Denny Peterson, 
Mark Daly, Jeff Duraine and Bill Krebs; City Administrator Elizabeth Mursko; Attorney Bill 
Griffith Jr.; and Public Information Coordinator Bronwyn Pope. 
 
Absent: None.  
 
Also in attendance were: Public Works Supervisor Jim Windingstad, Pat Preiner, Jesse Preiner, 
Mary Preiner, Jody Krebs, Kevin Bombard, Ron Lindeberg, Frank Wagamon, Perry Wagamon, 
Paul Peskar, Kris King, John Waldoch, Sherri Nase, Roger Nase, Lowell Olson, Mike Nelson, 
Theresa Nelson, Laurie King, Jeff Joyer, Jim Collar, Terri Hodges (Forest Lake Cable Commission), 
Pam Wolowski (Planning Commission), and Paul Rignell (Forest Lake Times) 

 
CONSENT AGENDA  

 Motion – Approval of the City Council Meeting Minutes 09/23/15 

 Motion – Approval of City Council Meeting Minute Edits 08/26/15 

 Motion – Agenda Approval with Additions 

 Motion – Pay Bills as Posted 

Motion by Krebs to approve the consent agenda. Motion seconded by Peterson. Votes as 
follows: Peterson – aye; Daly – aye; Duraine – aye; Krebs – aye; Povolny – aye. Motion carries. 

 
Forest Lake Area Historical Society presentation 
Forest Lake Area Historical Society board members Glen Berg, Jerrell Larson and Jeanne Caine 
introduced the Council and residents to their organization which has been in existence since 
2011. The group hopes to work with the City of Columbus to continue to collect and exhibit 
local historical artifacts. They do not have a regular display space, but annually hold short term 
exhibits in a variety of local spaces and during local events. Berg encouraged the City and 
residents to pass historical items on to the Historical Society and suggest exhibit and education 
opportunities. Council thanked the group for their presentation.  Mursko presented the Council 
with three Lent School District ledgers from the 1800s that were found in a City file closet. 
Council inspected the ledgers and then chose to present them to the Historical Society for their 
collection.  
 
Motion by Krebs to approve donation of the 1800s Lent School District ledgers to the Forest 
Lake Area Historical Society. Motion seconded by Duraine. Votes as follows: Peterson – aye; 
Daly – aye; Duraine – aye; Krebs – aye; Povolny – aye. Motion carries. 
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PLANNING COMMISSION REPORT 
RUSH Line information  
Rush Line representatives attended the most recent Planning Commission meeting and 
presented an update on the status of the Rush Line Corridor Transit Study. Several potential 
routes and transit options are still under consideration. The Rush Line will continue to provide 
updates as they move into the Tier 2 transit study evaluation phase.  
 
2015 Columbus System Statement  
The 2015 Columbus System Statement was received from the Met Council. Throughout the 
next year the City staff will continue to meet with the Met Council and do some up front work 
prior to writing the City’s new Comprehensive Plan. The focus will be on lot size, density, 
affordable housing, which will involve policy work by the Planning Commission and City Council. 
The City has asked the Met Council for a checklist of work required to move the City from 
diversified/rural to rural/residential to ensure the City knows all the materials to submit to 
meet that criteria. 
 
City View Electric CUP Amendment Request  
City View Electric is requesting a CUP to build and occupy a contractor office and warehouse 
facility on their Kinsella Acres property at 14309 and 14331 Lake Drive NE. City View will 
convert an existing residential home on the property into a commercial training facility. Council 
discussed the pros and cons of allowing some residential property to be converted while 
requiring other residential buildings be torn down and replaced with commercial structures. 
Council also discussed whether or not to allow City View to retain a second alternate or 
emergency access road to their expanded campus. Consensus was that the alternate access can 
remain in place. All buildings on the property will be refurbished and/or built to comply with 
commercial building code and to incorporate a uniform exterior appearance. Current City code 
does not prevent a residential structure from being converted for commercial use if it is 
brought up to commercial standards. As properties are purchased in the Lake Drive 
Commercial/Industrial district determinations about individual structures can be made by the 
Planning Commission and City Council approval processes. 
 
Motion PLZ000400 by Duraine to approve the CUP amendment at 14309 & 14331 Lake Drive 
subject to the 28 conditions recommended by the Planning Commission. Motion seconded by 
Peterson. Votes as follows: Peterson – aye; Daly – aye; Duraine – aye; Krebs – aye; Povolny – 
nay. Motion carries. 
 
Findings of Fact 

1. City View Electric, Inc. (“City View”) acquired property located at 14331 Lake Drive, legally 
described as the south 200 feet of Lot E3 and all of Lot E4, Will’s Addition, in 2013 to 
operate a contractor shop under an existing CUP.  

2. The Property is zoned C/I Commercial/Industrial.  
3. The C/I District allows building trades and contractor offices, including storage of vehicles, 

equipment, and materials, as a conditional use. 
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4. City View is a commercial electrical contractor with a home office in St. Paul and the CUP 
property is currently used for modest office space, vehicle and equipment parking, parts 
storage, and minor company equipment and vehicle repair. There is typically one full time 
employee currently at the CUP property.  

5. The CUP was amended on July 23, 2014 to allow City View to construct a 5000 square feet 
equipment and materials storage building (Phase 1 addition) on the CUP property, north 
of the existing building. 

6. The CUP was amended on November 12, 2014 to allow City View to construct a 5000 
square feet storage building (Phase 2 addition), located to the north of the Phase 1 
building addition. 

7. City View has also acquired Lot 10, except the northerly 25 feet, and Lots 11 - 13, Will’s 
Addition, adjacent to the Property on the westerly side and has applied for plat approval 
to combine all properties (“Property”).  

8. The current CUP amendment application, dated July 6, 2015, is to construct a new 
office/warehouse on the Property for the corporate relocation of City View to Columbus.  

9. The 60-day review deadline is September 4, 2015. The 120-day review deadline, as 
extended, is November 3, 2015.  

10. Proposed development on the Property includes a new 9670 square feet office building 
and attached 11,250 square feet warehouse/shop building. 

11. City View proposes to retain three of four existing accessory buildings on the westerly 
portion of the Property for storage. 

12. City View also proposes to remodel the existing residence on the westerly portion of the 
Property for company training conference use purposes.  

13. The City has required the removal of existing residences with the permitting of new 
business uses.  

14. There are currently three driveways providing access to the Property: an off-site private 
driveway easement on Lot 8, Will’s Addition that is the only access to the current CUP 
property; an existing driveway to the existing residence on the Property; and a driveway 
on the southerly portion of the Property that is proposed to be improved for access to 
the new office/warehouse. 

15. The proposed new office/warehouse building exceeds minimum setback requirements.  
16. Approximately 18 employees will be on-site on an average daily basis. All other employees 

visit job sites directly and only occasionally visit the Property for supplies or meetings. 
17. City View proposes to add 27 new parking spaces at the office/warehouse. Parking 

setbacks are consistent with ordinance requirements. There are at least 12 additional 
existing parking spaces adjacent to existing storage buildings. Three of the parking spaces 
illustrated are handicapped accessible, which is consistent with ADA requirements. 

18. Strict code interpretation requires at least 63 parking spaces on the Property. City View 
has requested a “variance” to parking requirements (no formal variance application has 
been submitted), based on their actual use of the Property, including the typical number 
of on-site employees and limited visitor traffic. 

19. The Zoning Ordinance provides that the Planning Commission may recommend and the 
City Council may approve a reduction in required parking, provided there is sufficient 
room on the Property for additional required parking and provided the CUP includes a 
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provision to require additional parking, when needed. There is sufficient room on the 
Property for additional required parking spaces. 

20. The proposed office building is wood-framed construction (revised elevation plan sheet 
P3.1, dated October 1, 2015), which is in front of and attached to the warehouse building, 
as viewed from Lake Drive. The building elevation facing Lake Drive is consistent with the 
design standards of the C/I District. 

21. The proposed warehouse building is a wood-framed building with steel siding and roofing. 
There are two overhead doors located on the southerly side of the building and a loading 
dock on the easterly side. Future overhead doors and driveway connection may be added 
on the northerly side of the building. 

22. A dumpster location is identified near the loading dock and includes a partial block wall 
screen on the westerly and southerly sides. 

23. A landscape plan has been submitted, including the retention of the majority of existing 
trees and the addition of new deciduous, coniferous, and ornamental trees, as well as 
foundation plantings. The landscape plan is consistent with ordinance requirements.  

24. A letter has been received from Anoka County Transportation regarding access 
consolidation, right-of-way clearance and potential turn lane and bypass lane 
construction. 

25. The City Engineer has recommended that one driveway be dedicated to serve the 
Property and that vegetation be removed from right-of-way for site distance 
improvement.  

26. The City Engineer has also given the opinion that a turn lane and bypass lane are not 
necessary, based upon the proposed use of the property. 

27. A new SSTS is located on the site plans provided, consistent with SSTS requirements. 
28. A new well is proposed to serve the office/warehouse, but is not located on any plan 

submittals. 
29. Three storm water infiltration basins are proposed on the Property. Existing and proposed 

impervious surface areas are approximately 1.67 acres, which is less than 10% total site 
coverage.  

30. A CAPROC has been issued by Rice Creek Watershed District. 
31. General City View hours of operation are 6:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. on weekdays and 

occasional weekends and evenings. 
32. Outdoor vehicle, equipment, and material storage by City View will be located between 

the easterly storage buildings and east of the buildings. 
33. Parts and equipment will be stored in the new warehouse and may also be stored in other 

existing accessory buildings. 
34. Minor company equipment and vehicle repair may be conducted on the Property. 
35. There are no proposed signage plans at this time. 
36. The relevant conditions of the 2003 Buetow CUP, 2004 CUP Amendment, 2012 CUP 

Amendment, 2013 CUP Amendment, and 2014 CUP Amendments remain in effect. 
37. The Planning Commission held a public hearing on September 16, 2015 to consider the 

proposed 2015 City View CUP Amendment. 
 

Conditions 
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[NOTE: The relevant conditions from the 2003, 2004, 2012, 2013, and 2014 CUPs are combined 
together here]. Based upon the above Findings of Fact, the Planning Commission recommends 
to the City Council approval of the City View Electric, Inc. 2015 CUP Amendment, with the 
following conditions:  

1. The 2015 CUP Amendment is contingent upon detailed plan review and approval by the 
City Building Official. 

2. The 2015 CUP Amendment is contingent upon approval and recording of the Kinsella 
Acres Final Plat.  

3. The 2015 CUP Amendment shall be developed consistent with the approved Kinsella 
Acres plat and the Architecture Design, LLC plan sheet numbers A1.1, A1.2, A2.1, and 
A3.1, dated July 9, 2015, except as amended by plan sheet numbers P3.1, dated October 
1, 2015, P3.2, dated September 30, 2015 and P2.4, dated September 30, 2015. 

4. Access to the Property shall be limited to a single access drive on the southerly portion 
of the Property.  

5. The existing off-site access easement on Lot 8, Will’s Addition may continue to be used 
on a secondary use basis. 

6. The existing residence on the Property shall be remodeled for company training and 
conference uses, according to plan sheet numbers P2.4 and P3.2, dated September 30, 
2015. The City Building Official shall determine that the existing private sewer and water 
services for the remodeled residence are adequate for company training and conference 
uses, or City View shall modify private sewer and water services as recommended by the 
City Building Official.  

7. Existing trees and brush within the Lake Drive right-of-way shall be removed to enhance 
vehicular site distance. 

8. Revisions to Architecture Design, LLC plan sheet numbers A1.1 and A1.2 shall be 
completed and submitted to the City for administrative review and approval prior to the 
issuance of any building permits. Said plan revisions shall identify elimination of the 
northerly driveway on the Property, location of the proposed new well, identification of 
the SSTS area, location of the three stormwater infiltration areas, and any other revisions 
associated with the changes required. 

9. Any unused well or SSTS shall be abandoned according to existing standards.  
10. Access to the Property is subject to permitting by Anoka County.  
11. Exterior storage of equipment and materials shall be limited to locations between the 

three primary existing storage buildings and to the east of said storage buildings. 
12. Equipment and material storage areas shall not occupy any parking areas, stormwater 

infiltration areas, wetland areas, or sewage treatment areas. 
13. No filling, excavating or other land disturbances are permitted in stormwater infiltration 

or wetland areas without written approval by Rice Creek Watershed District and the City. 
14. Routine maintenance and minor repair of company equipment and vehicles are 

permitted within structures on the Property. 
15. Additional businesses, expansion or intensification of the proposed contractor's business 

from what has been presented to date, shall require an amendment to the Conditional Use 
Permit. 

16. All exterior lighting shall be shrouded and directed away from adjacent properties and 
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public streets. 
17. All refuse must be stored in a building, trash transport (dumpster), or in covered cans. 

Any outdoor storage area shall be enclosed on all sides visible from adjacent property by 
screening, compatible with the exterior of the building, not less than two (2) feet higher 
than the refuse container. 

18. The hours of operation for City View shall not exceed 6:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Monday 
through Friday, with periodic use allowed on weekends and evenings.  

19. Residential use of the Property is prohibited.  
20. Any hazardous materials used or hazardous wastes generated on the Property shall be in 

compliance with federal, state, and county permitting and licensing requirements. 
21. City View shall be responsible for removing any waste or debris dumped on adjacent 

property, when evidence exists that such illegal dumping occurred via driveway accesses 
controlled by City View. 

22. The operation of the contractor's shop must be consistent with all local, Federal, and State 
laws that apply to the use of the Property. 

23. In the event the City Council determines, in its sole discretion, that the contractor's shop 
is not being operated in accordance with any term or condition contained herein, the CUP 
may be revoked by the City upon proper notice and a hearing. The City shall notify 
regulatory authorities that have issued licenses or permits in connection with the 
Conditional Use Permit of any such revocation. 

24. City View shall be obligated to pay all costs and expenses incurred by the City in 
connection with any proceeding to revoke the CUP, including reasonable attorneys' fees 
and consultant fees. 

25. There must be a total of 39 paved, striped parking spaces on the Property, consistent with 
minimum design standards, including three signed, handicapped accessible parking 
spaces. The City Council has reduced the minimum number of required parking spaces 
from 63 to 39, based upon the proposed use of the Property and evidence that sufficient 
areas exist to construct additional parking. At any time the City Council determines 
additional required parking is necessary, and upon one-year written notice, City View 
shall construct additional parking consistent with minimum ordinance design standards. 

26. All buildings must be complementary in appearance with each other. 
27. The CUP Amendment does not eliminate the requirement for obtaining any other permits 

and approvals as may be required by City, watershed, county, or state laws, rules, 
ordinances, and policies, including but not limited to grading permits, building permits, 
plumbing permits, electrical permits, storm water permits, sign permits, water 
appropriation permits, and sewage treatment system permits. 

28. City View shall be responsible to reimburse the City for its out of pocket expenses 
incurred in the review and approval of the CUP amendment, including any subsequent 
inspection and enforcement actions. 

 
Waldoch Rezone Request & Zoning Map Amendment  
The Metropolitan Council found the Waldoch/Joyer Rezone Request & Zoning Map Amendment 
to have met the administrative review guidelines and waived further review and action, 
allowing the City of Columbus to place this amendment into effect. Council discussed the buffer 
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ordinance currently being worked on by City staff which is on the agenda for the joint upcoming 
City Council and Planning Commission meeting set for Wednesday, Oct. 21, 2015. Any 
development of this property will be subject to the new buffer ordinance which will likely 
include specific criteria which the Council could employ as property is developed, including 
fencing, landscaping, berms, etc. Council discussed how to ensure that residential neighbors are 
appropriately shielded from commercial development. Even without a buffer ordinance in place 
when a CUP is requested the Council can condition an appropriate buffer as part of that 
process, which would require a public hearing giving adjoining neighbors an opportunity to 
respond.   
 
Motion PLZ00300/PLZ01700/ADM05000 by Peterson to approve the Comp Plan Amendment 
and Ordinance 15-06 amending the official zoning map to rezone the 69 acre Waldoch/Joyer 
property from rural/residential to commercial/industrial. Motion seconded by Krebs. Votes as 
follows: Peterson – aye; Daly – aye; Duraine – aye; Krebs – aye; Povolny – aye. Motion carries. 
 

PUBLIC OPEN FORUM 

Residents Ron Lindeberg, 9420 Howard Lake Drive, and Kevin Bombard, 9627 Howard Lake 
Drive, asked the Council to consider lowering the speed limit on Howard Lake Drive from 45 to 
35 miles per hour. Both residents provided examples of pets being killed on the road, an 
inability of residents to walk or ride bike along Howard Lake Drive, and drivers honking or 
swerving around them as they slow down to turn into their driveways. Resident Laurie King, 
9650 Howard Lake Drive reiterated her request for a slower speed limit and increased patrols 
on the road as well. Council discussed a variety of options to address safety issues and 
increased traffic on the road. The speed limit on Howard Lake Drive is set by MnDOT and 
therefore the Council would need to request a speed study to change the speed limit. Residents 
may work with Councilman Jeff Duraine to submit personal letters, comments or concerns as 
part of that process. Council discussed the need to address the lack of shoulders along the road 
as well. Council consensus was that staff would look into the cost of having a speed trailer on 
site to remind motorists of their speed, consider doing another speed study in the future, and 
reminding the cement truck companies to stay within the posted speed limit on the road. Extra 
patrols have already been requested on Howard Lake Drive and are currently in force. 
 
Resident Jim Collar, 17108 Kettle River Blvd., asked the Council if they could help residents get 
more information about upcoming assessments from Rice Creek Watershed District. Council 
explained that the Watershed is its own entity, separate from the City, and all information is 
available to residents as public data from the Watershed. Council recommended residents go 
directly to the Watershed with questions and concerns.   
 
Resident Frank Wagamon, 6999 Pine Street, expressed his displeasure at the Council’s vote to 
approve the Waldoch/Joyer rezone request. Council acknowledged Wagamon’s comments. 

 
Rice Creek Watershed District Manager Appointment/Support Letter Request 
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Columbus resident Steve Wagamon has been the manager of the Rice Creek Watershed District 
Board for the past four years, representing Anoka County. Wagamon’s term is up, he has 
resubmitted his name for another three year term, and requested a letter of recommendation 
from the City Council.  
 
Motion by Krebs to direct City staff to write a letter of recommendation for Steve Wagamon’s 
reappointment to the Rice Creek Watershed District Board. Motion seconded by Duraine. Votes 
as follows: Peterson – aye; Daly – aye; Duraine – aye; Krebs – aye; Povolny – aye. Motion 
carries. 

 
ENGINEER REPORT – No report. 
 

ATTORNEY REPORT 
Lighting Ordinance 15-03 
Staff submitted an updated draft of Lighting Ordinance 15-03, including the Council’s most 
recent changes. Council discussed whether or not the current draft inadvertently deters 
overlapping lighting between two businesses, which may actually be help increase safety and 
deter crime. Council directed Griffith to update the existing ordinance draft to clarify that 
overlapping lighting rules apply between commercial and residential, residential and 
residential, but not between two commercial properties. City staff will bring an updated draft 
back to the next City Council meeting. 
 
Columbus Lion’s Lease Agreement 
City staff drafted a new five year lease for the Columbus Lions to continue using space in the 
Public Works building. Council briefly discussed the new lease which will go into effect Nov. 1, 
2015. 

 
Motion by Peterson to approve the Columbus Lion’s Lease Agreement for space in the City of 
Columbus Pubic Works building. Motion seconded by Daly. Votes as follows: Peterson – aye; 
Daly – aye; Duraine – aye; Krebs – aye; Povolny – aye. Motion carries. 

 
MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL MEMBER REPORTS 
 
Council Member Daly – Reiterated that it is likely a good idea to address some of the safety 
concerns on Howard Lake Drive.  
 
Council Member Duraine – Discussed what might be done to slow down trucks turning off 181st 
Ave. NE onto Vassar Street. Public works will look to see if there are trees in the right of way 
that can be trimmed.  
 
Council Member Krebs – Reiterated concerns about safety on Howard Lake Drive. Discussed 
attending the recent Rice Creek Watershed meeting and the need to find out what the City will 
be responsible for regarding upcoming culvert work. 
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Council Member Peterson – A gate is now in on Camp Three Road.  
 
Mayor – The next Fire Board meeting will be in January 2016. 
 

PUBLIC WORKS REPORT - No report. 
 

PUBLIC INFORMATION COORDINATOR REPORT - No report. 
 

CITY ADMINISTRATOR REPORT 
Anoka County Highway Department Letter 
The Anoka County Highway Department sent a Sept. 28, 2015 letter to residents in the area of 
CSAH 54 (Freeway Drive West) from Running Aces to CSAH 23 (Lake Drive) informing them of 
upcoming work in the area to prepare for a 2017 construction project to realign CSAH 54 and 
perform turn lane work along CSAH 23. Residents can find more information about this project 
at projects.srfconsulting.com/CSAH23.  
 
Willamette Street Neighborhood Meeting scheduled for 10/19/15 6:30 p.m. 
 
Kettle River/Broadway roundabout update 
Mursko asked the Council what they thought should be put in the middle of the new 
roundabout once it is completed.  Maintenance of anything in the center will be the City’s 
responsibility. Council consensus was that the circle design should be low/no-maintenance and 
include a City sign. Mursko will ask Anoka County for options which she will bring back to the 
Council. 
 

TREASURER REPORT 
Receipts: $77,854.91  
Disburse: $215,009.71 
Balance: $1,912,191.56  
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS & REMINDERS 
Planning Commission Meeting & City Council Joint Meeting 10/21/15 
Calendar of Meetings 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
Motion by Krebs to adjourn. Seconded by Duraine. 
Meeting adjourned at 8:44 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted: 
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Bronwyn Pope, Public Information Coordinator 


