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CITY OF COLUMBUS 

SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

May 13, 2015 

 

The May 13, 2015 Special City Council meeting for the City of Columbus was called to order at 

6:00 p.m. by Mayor Dave Povolny at the City Hall.  Present were City Council members Denny 

Peterson, Mark Daly, Jeff Duraine, Bill Krebs, and Mayor Povolny, City Administrator Elizabeth 

Mursko; Attorney Bill Griffith, and Recording Secretary Lorie Lemieux. 

 

Also in attendance: Pat Preiner, Mary Preiner, Jody Krebs, James Hoeft of Barna Guzy & Steffen 

LTD, and Jesse Preiner (6:21 p.m.) 

 

1.  Call To Order – Special Meeting – 6:00 P.M 

 

2. INTERVIEW- BARNA, GUZY & STEFFEN 

Jim Hoeft presently represents the City of Columbus for criminal prosecution.  Barna Guzy has 

provided this service for the city for the last 6 years.  Hoeft stated that Columbus is placed on the 

court calendar along with the cities of Columbia Heights and St. Francis, reducing the cost to City.  

In general, the most volume is in traffic as it generates the most stops between the deputies and 

state troopers.  Hoeft noted that he has approximately 45-60 cases as day with Columbia Heights 

producing 70% of the share and St Francis 20%., leaving Columbus with about 10% of the case 

load.  Initially the cost for services was $1,200 a month retainer.  Due to DWI prosecution, which 

is costly to prosecute, the monthly retainer fee increased to $1,500.00.  Mayor Povolny inquired 

with a fixed cost, how do they juggle a heavy court calendar?  Hoeft commented that it balances 

out one month to another.  Attorney Griffith asked if Hoeft personally makes the court 

appearances for all cases heard.  Hoeft reported that he attends approximately 90% and has an 

associate that is his back up for the remainder times.  Hoeft commented if there was any time that 

the city would want a meeting or conversation he is more than willing to meet with the Council. 

 

3. ADJOURNMENT 

Meeting adjourned at 6:20 p.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted: 

 

 

Lorie Lemieux 

Recording Secretary 


