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City of Columbus 

North Metro Harness Initiative 

dba/Running Aces Harness Park 

Sunday, 2 a.m. and On Sale Liquor License Renewal 

Public Hearing 

March 16, 2016 

 

The Sunday consumption, 2 a.m. and On Sale Liquor License application for North Metro 

Harness Initiative, d.b.a. Running Aces Harness Park Public Hearing meeting was called to order 

at 7:04 p.m. by Mayor Dave Povolny at the City Hall. Present were Council Members Denny 

Peterson, Mark Daly, Jeff Duraine, Bill Krebs, City Administrator Elizabeth Mursko; Attorney 

Bill Griffith, Engineer Dennis Postler, and Public Information Coordinator Bronwyn Pope. 

 

Absent: none 

 

Also in attendance: Senator Michelle Benson, Garth Sternberg (Planning Commission), Tracie 

Wilson, Taro Ito (NMHI President and CEO), Kris King, Paul Peskar, Lewis Mahn, Nathan & 

Kristin Whiting, Jesse Preiner, Pat Preiner, Mary Preiner, Jody Krebs, Jim Windingstad (Public 

Works Superintendent), and Terri Hodges (Forest Lake Cable Commission).  

 

The Public Information Coordinator read the public hearing notice. Mr. Taro Ito, President and 

CEO of North Metro Harness Initiative (dba Running Aces Harness Park), was present tonight to 

answer any questions.   

 

The Attorney outlined the annual renewal of the Running Aces liquor license and the request to 

expand the license premise are to include the exterior trout pond. The City reviewed the request 

from Running Aces looked specifically at the requirement that the space be “compact and 

contiguous.” City staff found the trout pond met the “compact” requirement, but was not 

“contiguous.” Running Aces addressed this concern by proposing two new access points to reach 

the trout pond directly from the licensed area. City staff is comfortable with this proposed 

updated access and recommends to approve the renewal of the license including the additional 

area for the trout pond which would be based on the following conditions: 

 

Conditions for the North Metro Harness Initiative, dba Running Aces Harness Park 

Liquor License renewal for an On Sale Intoxicating, Sunday Consumption Liquor and 

Optional 2 a.m. 

1. The license is for the clearly defined boundaries as submitted in the diagrams Exhibit A 

(areas identified as A1: First Floor; A2 Outdoor Apron; A3; Fenced Grassy Area; and 

A4: Trout Pond)(together the “Licensed Premises”), including gated entrance and exits 

with security posted at each such entrance/exit during times when liquor service is 

available. 

2. NMHI must provide the City with a copy of its new restaurant license, if it has not 

already done so. 

3. NMHI must continue to meet all additional liquor license conditions set forth in the City 

Code, Section 4-517. 

4. There will be no alcohol allowed on the grounds anywhere outside the Licensed 

Premises, unless otherwise permitted by catering license.  
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5. The general manager of Running Aces Harness Park or its food and beverage manager 

must certify that: 1) all personnel associated with dispensing or serving alcoholic 

beverages; and 2) all security personnel posted at gated entrances and exits be trained 

using the Training for Intervention Procedures (TIPS) and/or Alcohol Liability Education 

Training (ALE). 

6. The license is subject to compliance with all applicable federal, state and local laws, rules 

and regulations, including without limitation, licensing regulations for restaurant 

operations, gambling operations and concessions. 

7. Quarterly Utility payments must be made in a timely manner. 

8. NMHI must adequately fence all exterior areas of the Licensed Premises where liquor 

sales and consumption will be allowed. 

9. NHMI will ensure that all areas, including Area A3 (outdoor grassy area) and Area A4 

(trout pond), will be monitored by surveillance cameras during the hours in which 

alcoholic beverages are served. 

10. NMHI will provide adequate security guard staffing, including at the gates exits in Area 

A4. Current staffing levels will be monitored and increased if necessary. 

11. NMHI will ensure that the Section A3, will be within the line of sight of the Trotter’s 

Canteen, in order to provide an additional level of security. 

12. NMHI will provide additional screening along the existing fence that runs parallel to the 

parking lot to ensure that no transfer of alcohol occurs outside the gated areas. 

13. The expansion of the licensed premises to Area A4 (the trout pond) is conditional for a 

period of one (1) year.  The City Council will evaluate the licensed premises with respect 

to Area A4 in 2017 to confirm that NMHI has provided adequate security to monitor its 

liquor sales and consumption on the premises. 

 

The Public Hearing was opened at 7:09 p.m. 

 

The Mayor asked for comments or testimony from anyone in the audience.  

No one asked to speak.  

 

The Public Hearing was closed at 7:10 p.m.  

 

Motion PER 02100 by Daly to approve the On-Sale liquor license, Sunday consumption and 

2am liquor license applications (CC16-101) for North Metro Harness Initiative, LLC, dba 

Running Aces Harness Park subject to the Attorney’s memo’s dated March 16, 2016 

conditions A, B & C. Second by Peterson. Votes as follows: Peterson – aye; Daly – aye; 

Duraine – aye; Krebs - aye; Povolny - aye. Motion Carries. 

Respectfully Submitted:  

 

 

Bronwyn Pope 

Public Information Coordinator 


