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City of Columbus 

Regular City Council Meeting 

June 24, 2015 

 

The June 24, 2015 meeting of the City of Columbus City Council was called to order at 7:05 

p.m. by Council Member Denny Peterson at City Hall. Present were Mayor Dave Povolny 

(arrived 7:10), Council Members Denny Peterson, Mark Daly, Jeff Duraine, and Bill Krebs; City 

Administrator Elizabeth Mursko; Attorney Bill Griffith; and Public Information Coordinator 

Bronwyn Pope. 

 

Absent: Engineer Larry Bohrer 

 

Also in attendance were: Myron Organ, Jim Watson, Kris King, Paul Peskar, Peggy Moeller, Pat 

Preiner, Jesse Preiner, Mary Preiner, Jody Krebs, Ray Raines and Terri Hodges (Forest Lake Cable 

Commission). 

 

A. CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING 

1. Call To Order - Regular Meeting – 7:05 p.m. 

2. Pledge of Allegiance 

B. CONSENT AGENDA  
    3. Motion – Approval of the City Council Meeting Minutes 06/10/15 
    4. Motion – Agenda Approval with Additions 
    5.  Motion – Pay Bills as Posted 

6.   Motion – Resolution 15-21 Acceptance of Gifts 
 
Motion ADM0500 by Duraine to approve the consent agenda including approval 
Resolution 15-21 authorizing acceptance of gifts received by the City of Columbus from the 
Jubilee Support Group for park maintenance and to authorize the City to administer the 
gifts in accordance with the terms prescribed by the donors. Motion seconded by Krebs. 
Votes as follows: Peterson - aye; Daly - aye; Duraine - aye; Krebs - aye. Motion Carries. 
 

C. PRESENTATIONS 

7.  Presentation & Accept Report –  2014 Audit 
 
Peggy Moeller, CPA, of Redpath and Company presented the 2014 Audit for the 

City of Columbus, which included four areas : financial statements, internal 

controls, legal compliance and communication with those charged with 

governance. The report found the financial statements  were presented fairly and 

in accordance with accounting standards. The report on internal controls only 

noted one item, which was a lack of segregation of duties , which is found 

annually due to the small size of the staff . The report on legal compliance had no 

legal compliance findings. Mueller highlighted the City’s debt service funds, 

special deferred assessments and interfund loans/fund deficits. The auditors had 

no disagreements with management and had no  difficulties performing the audit, 

they found the staff to be very easy to work with.  Council asked for a few brief 

clarifications. 
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Motion by Peterson FIN00800 to accept the City of Columbus 2014 Audit Report. Motion 
seconded by Krebs. Votes as follows: Peterson - aye; Daly - aye; Duraine - aye; Krebs - aye; 
Povolny - aye. Motion Carries. 

 

8. PLANNING COMMISSION REPORT  
 

Planning Commission members Jody Krebs, Jessie Preiner and Jim Watson presented two matters 

for discussion from the June 17, 2015 Planning Commission meeting. They have continued review 

of the outdoor lighting ordinance and will bring an updated draft to the council at a future meeting. 

They also asked the Council for permission to meet with the Met Council regarding changing the 

zoning designation for some areas of the city. Columbus is currently designated “emerging edge” 

in the freeway district and the rest of the city is defined as “diversified rural.” In order to be able 

to develop some neighborhoods as higher density the Met Council would need to approve some 

areas for “rural residential” zoning. Council, by consensus, directed the Planning Commission to 

work and meet with the Met Council on this zoning change request.  

 

9.  PUBLIC OPEN FORUM 

No one for public open forum. 

 

10. Motion - Waiver Request to combine Preliminary & Final Plat for City View 

Electric. 

 
Motion by Peterson PLZ01200 to approve the waiver request to combine preliminary & 
final plat for City View Electric. Motion seconded by Daly. Votes as follows: Peterson - aye; 
Daly - aye; Duraine - aye; Krebs - aye; Povolny - aye. Motion Carries. 
 

D. STAFF AND CONSULTANT REPORTS 

 

11.  ENGINEER REPORT – no report 

 

12. ATTORNEY REPORT – no report 

 

13. MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL MEMBER’S REPORT 

 

Council Member Peterson – The Cable Commission lease is up and they are discussion 

moving to a new location, potentially the school. Peterson also met with Anoka County and 

the Johnson Plat Preserve surveyor to look at the curve on Lexington as it relates to where 

the new homes’ driveways will come out.  

 

Council discussed potentially updating the Forest Lake Fire Department Columbus Station 

sign to more strongly reflect the City of Columbus name.    
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Motion by Peterson to approve investigating potential sign changes for the Forest Lake 
Fire Department Columbus Station. Motion seconded by Krebs. Votes as follows: Peterson - 
aye; Daly - aye; Duraine - aye; Krebs - aye; Povolny - aye. Motion Carries. 

 

Council Member Daly – Work looks like it is going well on Notre Dame.  

 

Council Member Duraine – Jefferson Bus Lines might stop going to the Forest Lake stop 

due to lack of riders. Duraine has contacted them about stopping at Running Aces.   

 

 Council Member Krebs – Nothing to report.  

 

Mayor Povolny - Artwork for new signs at four corners is in process. When they are 

complete Public Works will put them in place.  

 

14. PUBLIC WORKS REPORT 

No report. 

 

15. PUBLIC INFORMATION COORDINATOR REPORT 

 

The City of Columbus launched its Facebook page last Friday which can be found at City of 

Columbus Government. 

 

16. CITY ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 

 

 FYI – City of Ham Lake Letter re: Sunrise WMO JPA  

 

The City of Ham Lake has sent a letter to the members of the Sunrise River Water 

Management Organization proposing that administrative costs be allocated proportionately 

instead of equally. Taxes were divided between Ham Lake, East Bethel, Linwood and 

Columbus per capita, but administrative costs were divided equally. This change would mean 

a reduction in costs for Columbus, but wouldn’t take effect until next year. Mursko will bring 

back numbers for the Council. 

 

 Treasurer’s Report – Receipts: $00.00   Disburse: $314,775.34  Balance: $1,329,236,17   

 
Treasurer's Report  

Receipts: $00.00      

Disburse: $ 314,775.34 

Balance: $1,329,236.17 

 

Budget meetings – committees will meet in July and come back with presentations. Budget 

meetings will be held Aug. 12 & 26 at 6 p.m. to determine the preliminary levy. Council 

asked that department heads bring back recommendations regarding budget numbers.  

E. ANNOUNCEMENTS & REMINDERS 

Columbus Planning Commission Meeting 07/15/15.  

Only one City Council meeting in July on 07/22/2015.  
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Calendar of Meetings. 

F. ADJOURNMENT 
Motion was made by Duraine to adjourn.  

Seconded by Krebs. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:10 p.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted: 

 

 

 

Bronwyn Pope, Public Information Coordinator 

 


