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City of Columbus 

Regular City Council Meeting 

June 10, 2015 

 

The June 10, 2015 meeting of the City of Columbus City Council was called to order at 7:24 

p.m. by Mayor Dave Povolny at the City Hall. Present were Mayor Dave Povolny, Council 

Members Denny Peterson, Mark Daly, Jeff Duraine, and Bill Krebs; City Administrator 

Elizabeth Mursko; Attorney Bill Griffith; Engineer Larry Bohrer; and Public Information 

Coordinator Bronwyn Pope. 

 

Absent: None 

 

Also in attendance were: Pat Preiner, Jesse Preiner, Mary Preiner, Jody Krebs, Steve Wagamon, 

John Brown, Ken DuFresne, Rick Mastell, Kris King, Paul Peskar, Chris Klenn, Dale Fagre, Kurt 

Apfelbacher, Lanh Tha, Amy Erickson, Bruce Sorensen, Mike Vang, Jerry Winiecki, Julie 

Eddington, Ron Barnes, and Terri Hodges (Forest Lake Cable Commission). 

 

A. CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING 

1. Call To Order - Regular Meeting – 7:24 p.m. 

2. Pledge of Allegiance 

B. CONSENT AGENDA  
    3. Motion – Approval of the City Council Meeting Minutes 05/27/15 
    4. Motion – Agenda Approval with Additions 
    5.   Motion – Pay Bills as Posted 
 
Motion by Duraine to approve the consent agenda. Motion seconded by Krebs. Votes as 
follows: Peterson - aye; Daly - aye; Duraine - aye; Krebs - aye; Povolny - aye. Motion Carries. 
 

C. PRESENTATIONS 

6.  Presentation – 48 Star Flag Donation, Ken DuFresne 
Columbus resident Ken DuFresne presented the city with a 48 star flag that had belonged to his 
father Willmar DuFresne and was last flown over Columbus Town Hall in about 1958. Willmar 
was Chairman of the Columbus Town Board and was given the flag when it was taken down. 
When he passed away his sons Ken and Roger inherited the flag and wanted to give it to the 
City. The Mayor and City Council accepted the flag which will be on permanent display in City 
Hall. The flag display case was made by resident Bill Lewno out of wood from Columbus. Ken 
will also have a plaque made to display with the flag. 

 

7. Public Hearing & Resolution 15-18 –  Senior Housing Revenue Refunding 

Bonds for Richfield Senior Housing Inc. Project   
The City of Richfield is unable to issue any more bank qualified bonds this year, and therefore 
Richfield Senior Housing Inc. asked the City of Columbus to issue conduit revenue bonds in an 
amount likely to be approximately $19.5 million. Cities are allowed to issue these bonds with no 
responsibility to the City for liability for the debt, and no impact on the City’s credit rating. By 
issuing these bonds, Columbus will not be able to issue any more bank qualified bonds this year, 
but there are no plans to issue bank qualified debt in 2015. Columbus will receive an 
administrative fee of $50,000 at date of closing. 
 
A public hearing was opened and there was no public input. 
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Council briefly discussed the bond issuance. 
 
Public hearing was closed. 
 
Motion by Peterson to approve ADM 05000/BON00300 Resolution 15-18 authorizing 
the issuance, sale, and delivery of the City’s revenue bonds for the benefit of  
Richfield Senior Housing, Inc. which shall be payable solely from revenues 
pledged pursuant to the indenture and the loan agreement; approving the 
form of and authorizing the execution and delivery of the revenue bonds and 
related documents.  Motion seconded by Krebs. Votes as follows: Peterson - aye; Daly - 
aye; Duraine - aye; Krebs - aye; Povolny - aye. Motion Carries. 

 

8. Public Hearing & Resolution 15-19 - Charter School Lease Revenue 

Bonds for New Millennium Academy Project  
New Millennium Academy will use these bonds for a new building in Brooklyn Center. Again, 
there is no liability to the City of Columbus. The bonds will be for an amount not to exceed $18 
million. For this bond the City will receive an administrative fee of $50,000 at date of closing.  
 
A public hearing was opened. There was no public input. 
 
Council briefly discussed how the revenue from these bonds would be used.  
 
Public hearing was closed.  
 
Motion by Peterson to approve ADM 05000/BON00300 Resolution 15-19 authorizing 

the issuance of conduit revenue bonds for New Millennium Academy Project 

under Minnesota statutes, sections 469.152 through 469.1655 and approving 

related documents.  Motion seconded by Daly. Votes as follows: Peterson - aye; Daly - aye; 

Duraine - nay; Krebs - aye; Povolny - aye. Motion Carries. 

 

9. PLANNING COMMISSION REPORT  
The Planning Commission did not meet, there was no report.  

 

10.  PUBLIC OPEN FORUM 

No one for public open forum. 

 

11. Motion – Criminal Prosecution Services Agreement with Joseph Sweeney of Sweeney, 

Murphy and Sweeny, P.A. 

 

The Council discussed the contract. If there is a conflict of interest the prosecutor would pick up 

costs to use another attorney. Either party can terminate the agreement at any time. Murphy has 

been taking all new Columbus case files since June 1, 2015 and will come before the Council at 

a subsequent meeting.  

 
Motion CON 0050 by Duraine to approve the criminal prosecution services agreement 
effective June 1, 2015 between the City of Columbus and Mr. Joseph Murphy of Sweeney, 
Murphy & Sweeney, P.A. Motion seconded by Peterson. Votes as follows: Peterson - aye; 
Daly - aye; Duraine - aye; Krebs - aye; Povolny - aye. Motion Carries.  

 

D. STAFF AND CONSULTANT REPORTS 
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12.  ENGINEER REPORT 

Bohrer has submitted the $710,000 grant request on behalf of the City to MnDOT for the 

relocation of Hornsby including moving north Hornsby and necessary improvements on 

Highway 97. The request included supporting documentations from Anoka and Washington 

County commissioners. Bohrer also met with MnDOT personal ahead of time to discuss the 

application because this is a competitive program. Grant requests are reviewed by all functional 

areas of MnDOT and the City should hear a response in September or October.  

 

Anoka County has also submitted the $10 million federal TIGER grant application for the I-35 

interchange, although this amount would only cover about 40% of the project and the remaining 

funding would be drawn from other sources. Both Bohrer and Dean Johnson assisted Anoka 

County with local input for the application. 

 

Work began today on the Notre Dame project with culvert replacement. Residents who will be 

effected by the work received letters notifying them of the project. Notre Dame may be closed 

down briefly during deep culvert work, but for the most of the project it will remain open, 

although sometimes only one lane. 

 

Bohrer reported that final plans for the round-about are being submitted, and although the project 

was originally slated to begin around August 1, 2015 he anticipates it may be later.   

 

Johns Black Dirt notified the City of plans to haul today, tomorrow and Friday, which would be 

the first haul dates of this year. They may not have actually hauled today and rain forecast for 

tomorrow may also mean no hauling. Haul dates will be updated on the City website. 

 

13. ATTORNEY REPORT 

 

 Discussion – Overview of Applicable Drainage Law  

Council discussed a proposed protocol which would help staff streamline drainage complaints to 

get residents to the correct drainage authority more quickly in the process when the drainage 

issue is outside of the City’s jurisdiction. The protocol would be a policy for City staff only, not 

actually part of City code. Council discussed how far the City can go to help facilitate drainage 

issues when the issue is not within the City’s authority. The discussion included input and 

comments regarding an ongoing drainage dispute from Columbus residents Rick Mastell, Jerry 

Winiecki and John Brown. Council discussed how the proposed protocol would apply to recent 

drainage disputes. Winiecki requested the City respond to several questions put forth in a letter 

from his lawyer regarding his ongoing drainage dispute. As the City has no jurisdiction over the 

drainage in question, the Council decided it would not respond to the letter.   

 
Motion by Peterson to adopt the POL 15-01 proposed protocol (policy) for City staff to 
assess whether drainage issues affect only private property or whether City-owned facilities 
or property is affected. Motion seconded by Duraine. Votes as follows: Peterson - aye; Daly - 
aye; Duraine - aye; Krebs - aye; Povolny - aye. Motion Carries.  
 

 Motion – 9218 Lake Drive request to rescind CUPs 

Barna LLC has made a request to clean up their title by rescinding the 1991, 1993 and 1998 

CUPs. The 1996 and 1997 CUPs remain in effect. Council discussed briefly. 
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Motion by Peterson to adopt ADM 05000 Resolution 15-20 to rescind CUPs from 9218 
Lake Drive at the property owner’s request. Motion seconded by Krebs. Votes as follows: 
Peterson - aye; Daly - aye; Duraine - aye; Krebs - aye; Povolny - aye. Motion Carries. 
 

 Update – Roundabout Litigation 

Anoka County provided the City of Columbus with notice as an interested party in the round-

about regarding the deposit of $10,900 for acquisition of right-away on the Zaccardi property.  

 

 FYI – Fireworks Display Permit 

The City has been asked to issue a fireworks permit to Crossroads Church for a 2015 event. The 

City has not received a request like this before and determined that under the uniform fire code 

the City does have authority to issue a fireworks permit for use of non-Minnesota legal 

fireworks. Once the permit is received it will be reviewed by the City Clerk and then be 

forwarded to the fire chief.  

 

14. MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL MEMBER’S REPORT 

 

Mayor Povolny -  

The Mayor is looking into the potential benefits of joining the Metro Mayor’s Association, 

including access to some of their lobbyists.   

 

Council Member Peterson –  

The Sunrise Watershed District has ratified their final budget, which was passed by every 

city except Ham Lake.    

 

Council Member Daly – 

Nothing to report. 

 

Council Member Duraine –  

Nothing to report. 

 

 Council Member Krebs –  

Running Aces had an awesome showing Saturday night for opening day races.  

 

15. PUBLIC WORKS REPORT 

No report. 

 

16. PUBLIC INFORMATION COORDINATOR REPORT 

 

 Discussion & Motion – Social Media Policy 

A draft social media policy was presented to the Council. Facebook would be the City’s 

initial social media presence. Council briefly discussed the policy. 

 
Motion by Peterson to approve POL 15-02 City Social Media Policy subject to resolution of 
disclaimer clarification. Motion seconded by Krebs. Votes as follows: Peterson - aye; Daly - 
aye; Duraine - aye; Krebs - aye; Povolny - aye. Motion Carries. 
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 Update – Dirt Bike Noise Complaint 

The dirt bike noise complaint at 17252 Lyons St. NE was investigated by Deputy Sink, who 

was on site on two separate occasions and met with each party. Deputy Sink took sound 

measurements with the meter he uses to measure other noise complaints such as 

snowmobiles and jet skis. The dirt bikes were not found to be making excessive noise or 

riding outside the agreed days and hours.  

 

17. CITY ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 

 Update – DNR Land Swap 

The United States Department of the Interior has denied the request by the City of Columbus 

and Minnesota Department of Natural Resources, Division of Fish and Wildlife, to exchange 

5.62 acres of land on either side of I-35. The City requested to exchange a parcel east of 

Hornsby St. and  north of 97, with a Lamprey Pass WMA parcel on the west side of I-35, 

north of 97. The request was denied because of land use requirements established when the 

WMA parcel was established.  

 

 Treasurer’s Report – Receipts: $45,045.67 Disburse: $91,818.90 Balance: $1,644,011.51 

 
Treasurer's Report  

Receipts: $45,045.67       

Disburse: $91,818.90    

Balance: $1,644,011.51 

E. ANNOUNCEMENTS & REMINDERS 

Columbus Planning Commission Meeting 6/17/15. 

Calendar of Meetings. 

F. ADJOURNMENT 

Motion was made by Krebs to adjourn.  

Seconded by Duraine. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:44 p.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted: 

 

 

Bronwyn Pope, Public Information Coordinator 

 


