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City of Columbus 

Regular City Council Meeting 

April 22, 2015 

 

 

The April 22, 2015 meeting of the City of Columbus City Council was called to order at 7:02 

p.m. by Mayor Dave Povolny at the City Hall. Present were Council Members Denny Peterson, 

Jeff Duraine, Bill Krebs & Mark Daly; City Administrator Elizabeth Mursko; Attorney Bill 

Griffith, Jr., Engineer Larry Bohrer, Public Works Supervisor Jim Windingstad and Public 

Information Coordinator Bronwyn Pope. 

  

Also in attendance were: Jody Krebs, Ron Barnes, Jesse Preiner, Mary Preiner, Pat Preiner, Dave 

Schueler, Kris King, Paul Pesker, Frank Wagamon, Jerry Auge, Dennis Postler, Paul Ringell 

(Forest Lake Times) and Terri Hodges (Forest Lake Cable Commission). 

 

A. CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING 

1. Call To Order - Regular Meeting – 7:02 p.m. 

2. Pledge of Allegiance 

B. CONSENT AGENDA 
3. Motion – Approval of the City Council Meeting Minutes 04/08/15 

4. Motion – Agenda Approval with Additions 

5. Motion – Pay Bills as Posted 

 

Motion by Peterson to approve the consent agenda. Second by Krebs. Motion 

approved unanimously. 

 

C. PRESENTATIONS 
6. Planning Commission Report – No report. 
 
7. Public Open Forum – No one asked to speak.  
 
8. Direction – Criminal Attorney Request for Proposals (RFPs) 
The City sent RFPs to six firms for the criminal attorney contract and received replies 

from three firms: Barna, Guzy & Steffen, Ltd.; Eckberg, Lammers, Briggs, Wolff & 

Vierling, P.L.L.P.; and Sweeney, Murphy & Sweeney. Council discussed the best way to 

meet with each firm and decided to interview them individually on May 13 at 6, 7 and 8 

p.m.  

 
9. Motion – Resolution 15-10 in support of Border to Border Broadband Legislation  
Cable Commission city members, Scandia, Forest Lake and Columbus, all had areas they 

felt were unserved or underserved, but in 2014 the grant money was given to out-state 

Minnesota areas that had no previous service. Metro areas did not receive any 2014 grant 

dollars. Representative Bob Dettmer has been supporting the current bill. Resolutions of 

support from Cable Commission members might help the bill. Forest Lake and Scandia have 

already passed resolutions. Council discussed the proposed legislation. 
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Motion by Duraine to support Resolution 15-10 in support of Border to Border 
Broadband Legislation. Second by Krebs. Motion approved unanimously. 
 

D. STAFF & CONSULTANT REPORTS 

10. ENGINEER REPORT  

 Motion – 2014 Street Improvement – Change Order #1, Change Order #2, and final 

payment to Rum River Contracting in the amount of $13,514.37. 

 

The 2014 street improvement work is complete and requests for adjustments have been addressed. 

Unfavorable weather last fall did not allow the contractor to finish saw-cutting and sealing 

contraction joints before winter. The contractor was charged for going over the completion date, 

and the city will now complete the work at a later date once cracks form. Change Order #1 

removes that work from the contract, and adjusts for failure to complete the project on time for a 

deduction of $3,893.63. Change order #2 reflects the savings when comparing the bid to the actual 

work completed, with a final cost $21,573 under original bid. The Council was asked to approve 

final payment of $13,514.37. The assessments for this work will not change because the sawing 

and crack sealing work will still need to be done at a later date. Council discussed how saw cutting 

impacts future cracks and crack sealing. 

 

Motion by Peterson to approve the 2014 Street Improvement Rum River Contract final 

Change Order #1 to reflect the deduction of $3,893.63. Second by Krebs. Votes as follows: 

Peterson – aye; Daly – aye; Duraine – nay; Krebs – aye; Povolny – aye. Motion carries.  

 

Motion by Peterson to approve the 2014 Street Improvement Rum River Contract Change 

Order #2 to reflect the savings of $21,573. Second by Krebs. Motion approved unanimously.  

 

Motion by Peterson to approve the final 2014 Street Improvement payment to Rum River 

Contracting for $13,514.37. Second by Krebs. Motion approved unanimously. 

 

 Motion – 2015 Reclaim and Overlay Project – Approve Plans, Specs, Authorize Bid Ad 

  

2015 reclaim and overlay road project plans are complete. Council discussed the project and 

approved proceeding 2015. 

 

Motion by Peterson to approve plans and specs for the 2015 Reclaim and Overlay Project. 

Second by Krebs. Motion approved unanimously. 

 

Bohrer requested a second motion by Council to authorize advertising for project bids. 

 

Motion by Peterson to authorize advertising the 2015 Reclaim and Overlay Project for bid. 

Second by Krebs. Motion approved unanimously. 

 

 Motion – Anoka CSAH 18/62 Roundabout Justification Report – Authorize to Sign 

The Anoka CSAH 18/62 Roundabout Justification Report and accompanying letter requires 

signature by the city engineer. The letter signifies that the city agrees the roundabout is justified. 

Council discussed the roundabout and authorized Bohrer to sign the letter. 
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Motion by Peterson to authorize the city engineer to sign the Anoka CSAH 18/62 

Roundabout Justification Report on behalf of the City. Second by Daly. Votes as follows: 

Peterson – aye; Daly – aye; Duraine – nay; Krebs – nay; Povolny – aye. Motion carries. 
 

 Motion – Resolution  15-11 designating a portion of Camp Three Road as Rustic Road 

 

Proposed Resolution 15-11 designates the 105 feet of Camp Three Road west of Zodiac Street as a 

Rustic Road. “Rustic Road” is the new designation in place of “Minimum Maintenance.” Council 

had previously agreed to change the designation of this section of road to minimum maintenance. 

 

Motion by Krebs to adopt Resolution 15-11 designating a portion of Camp Three Road, 105 

west of Zodiac, as Rustic Road. Second by Peterson. Motion approved unanimously. 

 

11. ATTORNEY REPORT 

 Discussion & Motion: Subsurface Sewage Treatment Systems ORD 15-01  

 

The final version of Subsurface Sewage Treatment Systems (SSTS) Ordinance 15-01 is now in 

compliance with Minnesota rules and the Anoka County SSTS ordinance. This change also 

streamlines the administrative process for staff. A summary publication was offered for Council 

review. Council discussed how this ordinance is administered when giving notice to property 

owners to enter their property. Unless there is an imminent threat, properties owners receive 

reasonable notice. The Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) has reviewed and signed off 

on this ordinance.  

 

Motion by Duraine to adopt Ordinance 15-01 to amend City code Chapter 14, article VI 

regarding Subsurface Sewage Treatment Systems and approve the summary publication of 

the ordinance. Second by Krebs. Motion approved unanimously. 

 

The city has been offered another opportunity to issue non-bank qualified conduit bonds for a 

potential $50,000 fee to New Millennium Charter Academy which is moving to a new facility in 

Brooklyn Center. Paperwork for a previous conduit bond has been started and if approved, these 

two conduit bonds could be completed at the same time. This bond issuance would have little to no 

risk. If the city declines the opportunity it will be offered to another city. Council discussed the 

merits of additional conduit bonding and how the city would use these fees.  

 

Motion by Peterson to accept the recommendation of bond council to serve as issuer for non-

bank qualified conduit bonds for the New Millennium Charter Academy. Second by Krebs. 

Votes as follows: Peterson – aye; Daly – aye; Duraine – nay; Krebs – aye; Povolny – aye. 

Motion carries.  

 

12.  MAYOR & CITY COUNCIL MEMBER'S REPORT 

 

Council Member Peterson 

The Sunrise Watershed District 2014 Annual Report was made available to the 

Council.   
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Council Member Daly 

Daly updated the Council regarding the recent Park Board meeting. The Park Board 

purchased 6 new dog bag dispensers for $821.55 and will replace the old dispensers. 

Cracks will be filled in the park tennis courts for a cost of $4,118 which is within 

the budget of $7,000. The Forest Lake Athletic Association (FLAA) donated new 

ball field locks and a pitching mat for the park fields. Public Works will continue to 

mow Hidden Park, but True Green will no longer be fertilizing there. Public Works 

will rent a hydro-seeding machine for one day from Tri-State Bobcat to hydro-seed 

the area around city park playground equipment. Fencing will be added this year at 

the edge of the ball fields along Kettle River Blvd., two bids were received and the 

Century Fence bid was chosen. Public Works will clean up trees along Notre Dame 

after a tree came down last weekend there and hit a passing car. Consensus of City 

Council was to approve and move forward with park projects.  

 

Council Member Duraine  

No report.  

 

Council Member Krebs  

Staff did an excellent job with the recent ColumBiz event , the turnout was 

good and there was a lot of positive  feedback from attendees. Krebs and the 

Mayor attended the recent Water Summit Meeting in Hugo  where they further 

discussed Senate File 1910.   

 

Mayor Dave Povolny 

The Met Council 2020 population projection for Columbus is 4,220, an increase 

of 250 from today’s population . Growth in the city has remained fairly neutral 

the last 10 years, and will depend on the future type of development in the city 

during the next five years, such as high density development in the freeway 

district. The Fire Board continues to search for a permanent chief. Long-term 

Interim Chief Al Newman ran incident command at the Bergen’s /Waldoch fire. 

The city has not received a report of  how the fire started.  

 

13.  Public Works Report 

 

Skid steer acquisition 2015  

Windingstad and Public Works Advisory Board Chairman Dave Schueler 

presented information about acquiring a new skid steer and mower. Tri-State 

Bobcat and Zielger CAT were asked for bids to trade in the city’s existing skid 

steer with low-flow hydraulics, and purchase a new high flow skid steer with a 

mower. New equipment will be used to mow ditches, clear brush and take down 

small trees. Public Works has tested new high-flow skid steers and mowers. 

Council discussed whether to trade in the current  equipment or put it out for bid, 

and the pros and cons of purchasing used equipment .  
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Motion by Duraine to ask Ziegler for $41k for the trade in, and if not, to sell it 

for a minimum bid of $41k and then purchase the new equipment. Second by 

Peterson. Motion approved unanimously. 

 

The City of Crystal has offered to sell Public Works a shop hoist. With a hoist 

Public Works would be able to do more of their own routine vehicle maintenance. 

An equivalent 3-phase hoist would cost $16,311.00 with options, and Crystal is 

offering it to Columbus for $5,000.00. Windingstad inspected the 15,000 pound 

capacity Mohawk hoist and confirmed it is in good shape. The Public Works 

Maintenance Committee voted to approve purchase of the hoist. Council 

discussed the offer from Crystal  and suggested looking into other brands to see 

what the cost would be for a new hoist with installation included .  

  

Motion by Duraine to purchase the Crystal hoist unless staff can identify a new 

hoist with installation for $7,000.00 or less. Second by Peterson. Motion 

approved unanimously. 

 

14. Public Information Coordinator Report 

The East Anoka County Regional Trail Master Plan Amendment resident survey 

was sent out earlier this week. The survey covered 52 properties which included 

46 residents. Respondents were asked to return the survey by May 11. Survey 

results will be reported back to the Council at the May 13 meeting.  

 

15. City Administrator’s Report 

There will be an informational hearing tomorrow in the house about transportation funding, 

similar to the senate meeting a week and a half ago. Presenters will have five minutes to give 

testimony. Testimony will be presented by Anoka County Commissioner Rhonda Sivarajah.  

 

Treasurer's Report  

Receipts: $ 0 

Disburse: $ 139,150.21 

Balance: $ 1,761,645.77 

E. ANNOUNCEMENTS & REMINDERS 

 Calendar of Meetings  

F. ADJOURNMENT 
 

Motion by Peterson to adjourn.  

Second by Daly. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:48 p.m.  

 

Respectfully Submitted:  
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Bronwyn Pope 

Public Information Coordinator 

 


