
City of Columbus Park Board Meeting 
June 19, 2014, 6:30 p.m. 

Call to Order 
Sandie Wood called the meeting to order at 6:33 p.m. 
 
Roll Call 
Members Present: Bob Bodene, Marilyn Didling, and Andrew Fraley.  
 
Members Absent: Andrea Messina 
 
Also Present: Council Member Denny Peterson, Jim Windingstad - Public Works, 
City Administrator Elizabeth Mursko, and Secretary Karen Boland. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
Andrew Fraley made a motion to approve the April 17, 2014 minutes. Second by 
Marilyn Didling. Motion was approved. 
 
Agenda Additions or Deletions 
None.  
 
Treasurer’s Report 
Park Fund ending balance for 4/30/14   $58,691.03 
Park Capital Fund ending balance for 4/30/14 $23,503.26 
Park Land Fund ending balance for 4/30/14  $ 7,862.71 

(after Parks dedication from 
Dan Hair, and message board 
expense) 

Park Fund ending balance for 5/31/14   $55,105.44 
Park Capital Fund ending balance for 5/31/14 $17,246.38 

(after concrete work expense) 
Park Land Fund ending balance for 5/31/14  $ 7,862.71  
 
 
City Administrator/PW Superintendent Report 

a) Phase 3 of Playground Installation Update 
This is not yet completed. We are still being told Accent is redesigning the 
part and it hasn’t been completed. Elizabeth will contact them.  



b) Concrete Work Update – Update on Goals Checklist 

 The fence in front of the ball field bleachers was completed in 2013.  

 All concrete work, under bleachers, picnic tables and equipment 
boxes, and around the swing set by the tennis court, was completed 
this spring. 

 Jim W. will look at the cracks in the tennis court to get a better sense 
of size and severity. He’ll talk to tennis court vendor to get ideas for 
repair options and cost. 

 Board members have agreed to consider options to replace 
telephone poles laid as park barriers. This is a future project. 

 Paving the main parking lot would cost approximately $25,000 and 
isn’t currently feasible. 

c) Parking Lot Expansion Update 
Jim W. and Jim F. plan to get better dimensions for a possible main parking 
lot expansion, but there is currently too much water in the area to make an 
assessment.  

d) Inventory for Ball Field Boxes 
Jim W. reported on the inventory done of ball field boxes. Public Works 
staff believe the City should provide only one set of bases in each box, and 
not be responsible for providing any other items. He asked for the Board’s 
input. Board members agreed with Public Works staff.   
 

New Business  
a) Permanent Recycling Stations 

Karen reported that Deputy Clerk, Emmy Robinson, said there is no longer 
recycling money available for purchase of permanent recycling stations. 

b) Citizen Input 

 An e-mail came into the suggestion box, complimenting the upkeep 
of the City Park, the trail, and the new distance markers. 

 Elizabeth reported that a citizen came into City Hall to ask if lines 
could be painted on the tennis courts so that pickle ball could be 
played on them as well. She explained pickle ball to the Board. Jim W. 
will ask the tennis court vendor about what is needed and cost. 

c) Size of Park Board 
Elizabeth reported that two members, Terry Phinney and Jim Ingalls, have 
resigned from the Park Board since the last meeting, because of moving out 
of the City. No new volunteers have expressed interest. Reducing the size 



of the Board was discussed. Sandie Wood made a motion to recommend 
that the City Council reduce the number of Park Board members from 
seven to five. Second by Bob Bodene. Motion was approved. 

d) 2015 Budget Planning 
Elizabeth went over budget worksheets for the Park Capital Fund and the 
Park Land Fund. The Operations Budget information for the first six months 
of the year will be available at the next meeting. The Board agreed to meet 
again in August and complete a budget proposal at that meeting. Lorie will 
send an e-mail a few weeks ahead to insure the Board will have a quorum 
for an August 21st meeting. This will allow for re-scheduling if there is a 
problem. Elizabeth also said the Operations budget worksheets can be sent 
to Board members ahead of time for familiarity before the meeting, and 
she will ask Ryan for projected contract amounts. 

 Park Capital Fund – Expenditures projected for 2015 include $7000 
for park trail maintenance sealcoat/overlay, and $15,000 for 
purchase of a utility tractor. There was discussion about whether or 
not to continue contracting park maintenance work vs. hiring park 
workers. Board members are very happy with contract work done by 
Ryan, feeling he goes above and beyond in doing quality work. The 
Board recommends getting quotes for two-year contracts for both 
mowing and park maintenance. They would like to push potential 
purchase of a utility trailer to the 2017 proposed budget. Denny will 
bring Board recommendations to the Council. 

 Park Land Fund – The new message board came out of the Park Land 
Fund in 2014. It cost $1141 and is located under the picnic shelter. 
Within about a month of installation, it was vandalized by what 
appears to be someone with a pellet gun.   

 Operations Budget – Jim W. suggested that the Board add a line item 
to the operations budget for annual replacement of woodchips for 
the playground. Public Works recently purchased one tandem dump 
truck load of engineered woodchips from Central Wood Products for 
$147.50. Two more loads will be needed this year. They will come 
out of other line items. In the future, a line item could be added, 
figuring on purchase of 3-5 loads per year.  

Old Business 
a) Timber Barrier Alternatives 



More ideas were discussed for alternatives to the timber barriers, including 
seeking donations. Decorative cement posts were suggested. Sandie 
offered to talk to a friend that may have input on cement donation. Board 
members will keep looking for low-cost ideas.   

b) DNR Overlook 
Denny said no action has been taken on this since the last meeting. 

c) 2014 YMCA Park Play Dates 
The first session of Park Play Days has been cancelled, because of 
insufficient enrollment. Lorie has been attempting to get more information 
on what the YMCA did to promote the program. 

 
Next Meeting 
There will be no meeting in July. The next meeting will be August 21, 2014 at 6:30 
p.m. in the Public Works Building. The budget will need to be completed at this 
meeting. Board members agreed to attend the Council budget meeting on 
Wednesday, August 27, 2014 at 6 p.m. to present their budget recommendations.  
 
Adjourn 
Marilyn Didling made a motion to adjourn. Second by Andrew Fraley.  
 
Meeting was adjourned at 7:53 p.m.  
 
Respectfully Submitted 
Karen Boland, Recording Secretary  
 

 

 


