
City of Columbus Park Board Meeting 
April 17, 2014, 6:30 p.m. 

Call to Order 
Sandie Wood called the meeting to order at 6:28 p.m. 
 
Roll Call 
Members Present: Bob Bodene, Andrew Fraley, Andrea Messina, and Sandie 
Wood.  
Members Absent: Marilyn Didling, Jim Ingalls, and Terry Phinney. 
Also Present: Council Member Denny Peterson, Jim Windingstad - Public Works, 
and Secretary Karen Boland. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
Andrew Fraley made a motion to approve the March 20, 2014 minutes. Second by 
Bob Bodene. Motion was approved. 
 
Agenda Additions or Deletions 
None.  
 
Treasurer’s Report 
None. 
 
City Administrator/PW Superintendent Report 

a) Park Waiver Form 
At the last City Council meeting, the revised park waiver form was 
approved. The attorney said it is intended for use by large groups that take 
over the majority of the park, such as FLAA, the YMCA, the Columbus 
Softball Leagues, and the Home School group. 

b) New Message Center 
The new message center is in place, and the old one is down. 

c) Phase 3 of Playground Installation Update 
This is not yet completed. 

d) Concrete Work Update 
Jim W. presented two bids that were received for the concrete work (pads 
under ball field boxes, bleachers, and a table; plus curbing around both 
swing sets in City Park). He and Jim Fraley recommend accepting the bid 
from Jim Pleski Masonry, Inc. which came in within the expenditure amount 



approved by the City Council. The work will have to wait until road 
restrictions are off, but should be completed this spring. The curbing 
around swing sets will remain at ground level, leaving it accessible. 

e) Ball Field Boxes 
Jim W. reported that an inventory is done of ball field boxes at the 
beginning and end of each season. Items really vary – some have first aid 
kits, some have catcher’s masks, etc. Jim asked for input from Board 
members as to what the City should supply. He said the feeling at Public 
Works is that supplying bases should be sufficient. Members agreed. Jim 
said he and Jim Fraley will talk about what should be supplied by the City.  
 

New Business  
a) Fall Fest Participation 

Members did not feel that having a booth at Fall Fest was necessary. 
b) DNR Overlook 

Denny spoke to someone at the DNR, once again, about putting an 
overlook in behind the City parking lot. He was told it will be discussed. 
Denny would like to keep pursuing this. Board members agreed. 

c) New Recycling Containers 
Deputy Clerk, Emmy Robinson, asked the Board whether they would like to 
replace the recycling carts in City Park with permanently installed recycling 
containers. There is recycling money available for this purchase. A picture 
of a recycling station used in Linwood was passed around, showing one 
possibility. Jim said the new containers shouldn’t result in extra 
maintenance work, as RVS deals with the carts now. Members will consider 
the permanent container idea at their next meeting. 
 

Old Business 
a) Timber Barrier Alternatives 

The Board read an e-mail suggestion to remove the telephone poles. Jim W. 
presented two bids for fencing as an alternative. The Board does not have 
money for a fence project at this time. Denny will bring the bids to the 
Council per their request for alternatives to the poles.   

b) Parking Lot Expansion 
The Council would like further consideration of the feasibility and expense 
of expanding the current parking lot further north along Notre Dame. Tree 
removal and fill would be needed, and it is estimated about 16 new parking 



spots could be created. Jim W. will contact the Rice Creek Watershed. 
When the area dries out, good measurements will be taken. 

c) 2014 YMCA Park Play Dates 
Bob said Jean Sanon of the YMCA spoke to Columbus Principal, Neal Fox, 
about having a booth at Family Fun Night to distribute information about 
Summer Play Days. Lorie was told Mr. Fox said no. Bob said will try to meet 
with Mr. Fox to find out more, and see if he will reconsider. If it is allowed, 
Bob will let Lorie know, and the Y can be asked if they are willing to reduce 
the total City fee to $1000 for two sessions, or the City can consider 
sponsoring just one Play Days session. 

 
Next Meeting 
The next meeting will be June 19, 2014 at 6:30 p.m. in the Public Works Building. 
 
Adjourn 
Sandie Wood made a motion to adjourn. Second by Andrew Fraley.  
 
Meeting was adjourned at 7:12 p.m.  
 
Respectfully Submitted 
Karen Boland, Recording Secretary  
 

 

 


