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City of Columbus 

Regular Planning Commission Joint Meeting 

September 18, 2013 

 

The September 18, 2013 regular meeting of the Planning Commission for the City of Columbus 

was called to order at 7:02 p.m. by Chair Barbara Hvass at the City Hall. Present were 

Commission members Pam Wolowski, Jesse Preiner, Jody Krebs, and Garth Sternberg; joint 

with City Council members Bill Krebs, Jeff Duraine, Jessie Messina, Denny Peterson and Mayor 

Dave Povolny; City Administrator Elizabeth Mursko and Recording Secretary Karen Boland.  

 

Also in attendance was Cheryl Nelson.  

  

AGENDA APPROVAL 
Motion by Krebs to approve the Agenda as presented.  Second by Preiner.  Motion carried. 

 

APPROVAL - REGULAR PC MEETING MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 4, 2013   

Motion by Krebs to approve the minutes of the September 4, 2013 regular Planning Commission 

meeting as written.  Second by Preiner. Motion carried. 

 

PLANNING COMMISSION AND CITY COUNCIL JOINT DISCUSSION (continued) – 

How to stimulate both residential and business growth, and balancing the two. 

Commissioner Krebs presented a packet she had assembled to summarize the work that has been 

done by the Planning Commission on this issue at previous meetings. It included findings from 

Commissioner Andy Anderson’s meeting with Amaris Custom Homes, findings of 

Commissioner Sternberg’s research regarding development in surrounding communities, and 

findings from Commissioners Krebs and Preiner’s meeting with a representative of Mattamy 

Homes. In this summary, some of the points suggested for moving forward were: 

1. A possible meeting with home and business property owners to find out their 

expectations for and commitment to development. 

2. Consideration of retaining the services of Planner Dean Johnson for assistance in this 

area. How much land is currently available in Columbus for building? 

3. Looking at possible ordinances changes. 

4. Determining the effectiveness of the City’s current land broker. 

5. Determining whether a new feasibility study should be done, and whether information 

from past studies is still useful. 

 

These points were discussed, as well as the need to add taxable value to offset the debt service on 

City-owned land, the need for the value of homes to offset additional costs for City services, and 

the development potential of various areas of the City. Mursko presented two specific examples 

of landowners looking to develop, but running into difficulty due to wetland restrictions or 

zoning ordinance requirements. 

 

PC members asked the CC for some directives for continuing this look at stimulating future 

growth. Mayor Povolny asked the PC to look at residential zoning, look at the overlay district, 

and generate ideas for how to market the Freeway District in general. Mayor Povolny also asked 
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Mursko to contact the realtor selling four 40-acre plots that back up to one or two-acre lots, and 

find out if being able to sell smaller lots would increase their likelihood of selling the property. 

 

PUBLIC OPEN FORUM 

Cheryl Nelson of 9461 189
th

 Avenue NE came forward. She and her husband live on a 30-acre 

lot. They want to divide their 30 acres into one 5-acre lot which they want to keep, and one 25-

acre lot they would like to sell. They will be going to the CC next week to ask for a waiver of 

some of the requirements. The house and driveway are already there and won’t change. 

 

Mursko explained that the Nelsons are required by ordinance to do a plat. They would like to 

have some of the requirements waived, so it will not be so costly for them to just divide out one 

lot. It is a conforming lot. This type of thing has been done in the past.  

 

CITY ADMINISTRATOR'S REPORT 

Columbus Fall Fest is this Saturday, September 21
st
 from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Mursko said three applications will come before the PC at their next meeting. All are business 

applications. There will be two more applications at the second meeting in October. 

Mursko reported that Insurance Auto Auctions held an invitation-only neighborhood meeting last 

Thursday. 

 

PLANNING COMMISSION MEMBERS’ REPORT 

 

KREBS COMMENT: 

October 10
th

 is a League of Minnesota Cities webinar from 1 to 2 p.m. It is open to everyone. 

 

HVAAS COMMENT: 

Chair Hvaas will not be in attendance at the next two meetings. 

 

ATTENDANCE - NEXT CC MEETING 

Preiner is scheduled to attend the City Council meeting on September 25, 2013.  

 

Motion by Krebs to adjourn. Second by Preiner. Motion carried.  

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:58 p.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted: 

 

 

Karen Boland, Recording Secretary 

 


