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City of Columbus 

Regular City Council Meeting 

June 25, 2014 

 

 

The June 25, 2014 meeting of the City of Columbus City Council was called to order at 7:03 p.m. 

by Mayor Dave Povolny at the City Hall.  Present were Council Members Denny Peterson, Jeff 

Duraine, Bill Krebs & Jessie Messina. City Administrator Elizabeth Mursko; Engineer Larry Bohrer 

and Deputy City Clerk Emmy Robinson. 

 

Absent:  None 

 

Also in attendance were:   Rick Robinson, Pat Boesch, Jody Krebs, Doug Schliesing, John Brown, 

Frank Wagamon, Perry Wagamon, Mark Kutchen, Jackie Kutchen, Kris King, Paul Peskar, Jeff 

Pasiuk, Mike Splett, Dan Thill, John Bodger, Chuck Maassen, Ceil Neihart, Rosie Ulrich, Pat 

Preiner, Jesse Preiner, and Paul Ringell Forest Lake Times. 

 

A. CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING 

1. Call To Order - Regular Meeting - 7:00 P.M. 

2. Pledge of Allegiance 

 

B. CONSENT AGENDA 
1. Motion - Approval of the City Council Meeting Minutes on 06/11/14 

2. Motion - Approval of the City Audit Minutes on 06/11/14 

3. Motion - Agenda Approval with Additions 

4. Motion - Pay Bills as Posted 

5. Motion - Resolution to Accept Gifts (Page 1) 
 
Motion by Krebs to approve the consent agenda including ADM 05000 Resolution 
14-07 Authorizing Acceptance of Gifts Received by the City of Columbus and to 
Authorize the City to Administer the Gifts in Accordance with the Terms 
Prescribed by the Donors, the council expressed its sincere gratitude to Palumbo 
Landscaping, Landscape Guys for the installation of decorative concrete 
landscape curbing around (4) trees on the north side of the City Hall at 16319 
Kettle River Blvd.  Second by Peterson.  Motion Carried.  
 

C. PRESENTATIONS 
8. PLANNING COMMISSION REPORT 

 

Commissioner Jesse Preiner presented for the pc tonight.  

 

Motion - CBS Outdoor IUP Request (Pages 2-26 & Enclosure)  PC14-104 
The Planning Commission held a public hearing and made a motion to forward to the City 

Council the application of CBS Outdoor Billboard for IUP Amendment with a 

recommendation for approval based on Findings of Fact 1-27 and Conditions 1-5 from the 

Planner’s memo dated June 11, 2014, and with the addition of a sixth condition outlining 
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sign use for the City.  The City Administrator explained that the original permit was for 3 

signs, the permit did not expire, the spacing was determined in the 2000 ordinance, this 

amendment is to allow the dynamic sign instead of a static billboard.  The standard post 

will be installed.  The ordinance requires time on the billboard for city advertisement, CBS 

outdoor has far exceeded this requirement. The term in the ordinance for billboards is 20 

years, they are asking for less time so this lease expires at the same time as the other 2 

permitted billboards already on the property.  A representative from CBS Outdoor was 

present tonight to answer questions if needed.  The billboard has to meet the standards for 

light and luminosity.  

 

Motion PER 03120 by Peterson to approve the application PC14-104 of CBS Outdoor 

Billboard on the MN LandSpec property (“subject property”) is located in part of the East ½ 

of the Southwest ¼ of Section 36, Township 32, Range 22, and is identified as Anoka County 

parcel ID 36-32-22-34-0004 for IUP Amendment with a recommendation for approval based 

on Findings of Fact and Conditions 1-5 from the Planner’s memo dated June 11, 2014 with the 

addition of a sixth condition outlining sign use for the City as indicated below and subject to 

Findings of Fact and Conditions 1-5 from the Planner’s memo dated June 11, 2014 with the 

addition of a sixth condition outlining sign use for the City.  Second by Krebs.  Votes as 

follows:  Peterson - aye; Messina - abstain; Duraine - aye; Krebs - aye; Povolny - aye.  Motion 

Carries. 

 

Findings of Fact for CBS Outdoor Billboard for IUP Amendment PC14-104 on parcel 36-32-

22-34-0004 

 

1. CBS Outdoor, LLC (“CBS”) has submitted an IUP application on property owned by 

MN LandSpec/I-35’s Business Park LLC (“MN LandSpec”), 3205 Spruce Street, Little 

Canada, MN 55117, to construct a dynamic large off-premises advertising sign 

(“billboard”). 

2. The MN LandSpec property (“subject property”) is located in part of the East ½ of the 

Southwest ¼ of Section 36, Township 32, Range 22, and is identified as Anoka County 

parcel ID 36-32-22-34-004. 

3. The subject property is commonly referred to as “the triangle” located between I-35 

West and I-35 East. 

4. The IUP application, received on May 12, 2014, was found complete.  

5. The 60-day review deadline is July 11, 2014. The 120-day review deadline, if necessary, 

is September 11, 2014. 

6. Ordinance No. 98-8 (effective date 1/21/99) established the IUP requirement for 

billboards. 

7. The maximum IUP term for billboards was established at 20 years.  

8. Ordinance No. 00-2 (effective date 2/24/00) established the Freeway Development-A 

(FD-A) and Freeway Development-B (FD-B) zoning districts in the 3-square mile 

Freeway Corridor. 

9. Billboards were allowed in the FD-A and FD-B Districts by IUP. 

10. Ordinance No. 00-4, adopted on April 26, 2000, established a moratorium on the 

issuance of IUPs for billboards for a period of one year.  
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11. Three billboard IUPs were issued on the subject property to DeLite Outdoor Advertising, 

Inc. in 2001, upon expiration of the moratorium. 

12. Two billboards were constructed on the subject property in 2001. 

13. The FD-A and FD-B zoning districts were rezoned to new Freeway Corridor zoning 

districts by Ordinance No. 03-03, effective date June 19, 2003, all of which allow 

billboards by IUP process.  

14. MN LandSpec received City Council approval on April 13, 2011 to extend the original 

20-year IUP terms for the two existing billboards to new 20-year terms. The two existing 

billboard IUPs terminate on April 13, 2031. 

15. CBS is requesting an amendment to the IUP for the third billboard on the subject 

property to allow for a dynamic (electronic) billboard and to extend the term of the 2001 

IUP (TB00-101) to match the terms of the two existing billboards on the subject 

property – April 13, 2031. 

16. Ordinance No. 10-06, effective May 6, 2010, allows for dynamic billboards in the I-35 

Freeway Corridor zoning districts. 

17. The proposed dynamic billboard will be consistent with the prior-approved IUP sign 

dimensions of two 14 feet by 48 feet sign faces arranged in a “V-shape.” 

18. The sign area for each billboard face is 672 square feet. 

19. The height of the billboard is 45 feet. The minimum ground clearance for billboard sign 

is 31 feet. 

20. Each billboard will be set back at least five feet from public right-of-way. 

21. There are no other existing billboards on the same side of the highway, located within 

750 feet of the billboard. 

22. The proposed billboard is not located within 500 feet of an RR Zoning District or SR 

Zoning District. 

23. There are no other existing dynamic signs over 200 square feet in area within 3750 feet 

of the proposed dynamic billboard. 

24. There are no public parks, public picnic grounds, highway rest areas, historic sites, 

churches, or schools located within 750 feet of the proposed billboard. 

25. Dynamic sign messaging will not change at intervals less than eight seconds. Electronic 

image changes will be instantaneous and will not include fading, scrolling or other 

special effects. 

26. The locational and dimensional standards for the proposed dynamic billboard are 

consistent with current ordinance requirements. 

27. The Planning Commission held a public hearing on June 18, 2014, to consider the CBS 

IUP application.  

 

Conditions for CBS Outdoor Billboard for IUP Amendment PC14-104 on parcel 36-32-

22-34-0004 

1. The IUP is not a substitute for other permits and CBS shall obtain all building, electrical 

and other permits and approvals as required by law. 

2. The dynamic billboard shall be located, constructed and operated according to the 

Columbus City Code and all other federal, state, and local laws, rules, ordinances, and 

standards. 

3. The dynamic billboard shall be maintained and repaired to like-new working condition 

and aesthetic appearance throughout the term of the IUP. 
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4. CBS shall provide public service messaging opportunities consistent with requirements 

of the City Code. 

5. The IUP shall terminate on April 13, 2031. 

6. The City and CBS shall enter into an agreement requiring CBS to reserve on a 

space and time available basis up to 5 hours (2250 eight-second spots) per month 

for public service messages for the City.   

7. Refer to permit #TB00-101 for code requirements at time of original approval.  

 
Motion - 14355 Lake Drive Variance Request (Pages 27-41 & Enclosure)  

The Planning Commission held a public hearing, reviewed the variance checklist and made a 

motion to forward to the City Council the application for variances for the property at 14355 

Lake Drive NE, to allow a 13-foot side yard setback instead of the 20-foot side yard setback 

required by City Code with the setback for the new garage to be measured from the upright 

wall on the back of the slab, and to allow front-yard location for a garage instead of the 

side/rear yard placement required by City Code with the condition that the garage have a 

gable roof and is uniform in exterior style and color to the house, with the recommendation 

for approval based on findings that the Zoning Ordinance causes a practical difficulty.  

 
Motion PLZ 02400 by Messina to approve the application for variances PC14-105 for the 

property at 14355 Lake Drive NE, to allow a 13-foot side yard setback instead of the 20-foot 

side yard setback required by City Code with the setback for the new garage to be measured 

from the upright wall on the back of the slab, and to allow front-yard location for a garage 

instead of the side/rear yard placement required by City Code with the condition that the 

garage have a gable roof and is uniform in exterior style and color to the house, with the 

recommendation for approval based on findings that the Zoning Ordinance causes a practical 

difficulty.  Second by Krebs.  Votes as follows:  Peterson - aye; Messina - aye; Duraine - aye; 

Krebs - aye; Povolny - aye.  Motion Carries. 

 
Update - PUD Ordinance Amendment (Pages 42-53) 

At the last City Council meeting changes were suggested to the Planned Unit 
Development (PUD) ordinance.  The revised Ordinance was included in the agenda 
packet.  The City Administrator reviewed the changes. 
 

Motion – Planning Commission Member Ordinance (Page A1) 
At the last meeting the council directed staff to change the ordinance to reflect 
reducing the number of Planning Commissioners to 5 instead of 7 and to remove the 
City council as a nonvoting liaison.  The other change was to clarify the term.   The 
action is approval of the Ordinance Amendment.  

 
Motion ADM 05000 ADM 01100 by Peterson to approve Ordinance 14-04 Amending 
the City of Columbus Chapter 3 – Planning Commission.  Second by Duraine.  
Votes as follows:  Peterson - aye; Messina - aye; Duraine - aye; Krebs - aye; Povolny 
- aye.  Motion Carries. 

 
9. PUBLIC OPEN FORUM 
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Dan Mike, 15123 Hornsby Street 

Mr. Mike said he would like to set up a workshop for a project he has planned.  

The consensus was to hold this at the next Planning Commission joint meeting.  

 

Ken Hanson 189 th  Avenue 

Mr. Hanson said he lives next to (on the north side) of John’s Black Dirt and 

has complaints about noise.  Mr. Hanson asked the City Administrator to  

explain his situation.  The City Administrator explained that Mr. Hanson is 

directly north of the JBD (Forest Lake Contracting (FLC)) operation.  Mr. 

Hanson was in earlier in the week and showed the City Administrator 2 videos 

which showed a picture shaking on the wall  inside his house and the other 

involved construction equipment at the site.  Trucks are coming loaded with 

black dirt (clean fill) and stock piling it (which will be used for the 

mitigation) near his property.  The site plan identified this stock pile area.  

The City Administrator said Mr. Vollhaber indicated to her that activity would 

come to a close this week and that they (FLC) cannot stockpile anywhere else  

on the property.  The pictures were of the stockpiling of the black dirt.  Mr. 

Hanson also brought up the issue of noise  from the equipment backup beepers .  

Mr. Hanson said there are different standards for residential areas (60 -65 

decibels).  Mr. Hanson monitored the noise and his readings showed the noise 

was at 83 decibels.  Mr. Hanson is home during the day as he works evenings.  

Mr. Hanson showed the council his video of the noise from his IPad at this 

time.  Mr. Hanson then set up a sound device to demonstrate the backup beeper 

noise.  

 

Mayor Dave Povolny said the city can talk to FLC about using an alternate 

method to the beeping noise and discuss how long they will be in th at area.  

Mayor Dave Povolny directed the City Administrator to mitigate the backup 

beeping noise, and to ask about moving the stock piling area further away from 

Mr. Hanson’s property.  Mayor Povolny asked Mr. Hanson to  let the city work 

on helping him work through these issues.   

 

Mr. Hanson asked who will address the issues  and how soon the city will do 

something about these issues.  Mayor Povolny thought i t  will take at least a 

week.  The City Administrator will talk to FLC tomorrow.   

 

Mr. Hanson said he was very stressed and said this has turned personal .  

 

Ceil Neihart 18516 Vassar Street 

Mrs. Neihart said she too is listening to the beeping noise.  Mrs. Neihart said 

her house shakes too.  The trucks are meeting on the road with buses.  Mrs. 

Neihart said the trucks are Jake braking at their houses.  The trucks are coming 

from all different companies, Petersen trucking is hauling to a house out the 

north exit .  The FLC trucks go out the same exit they enter and are going fast.  

At what point do they violate the noise ordinance.  Mrs. Neihart said she is 

unhappy and would like to annex from Broadway north to Wyoming and she 
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doesn’t think th is council stuck up for them.  Mrs. Neihart invited the council 

members to her house to listen and see what’s going on .    

 

10. UPDATE/DIRECTION - PAUL BRIHN CULVERT/WATER ISSUE 1615T AVE. 

(ENCLOSURE) 
The PW Superintendent said he was asked to shoot the elevation of the culvert.  The 
water flowage is to the south.  A map of the area was included in the agenda packet.  
The PW Superintendent explained the map and flow of water.  The map identified 
three culverts in the area.  The PW Superintendent explained that Culvert C is lower 
than A, but B is higher and is a driveway culvert. Culvert A drops 8-1/2 inches to the 
south.  Culvert C may need cleaning but this is private property.  Someone sandbagged 
Culvert A on the south end.  The culvert is not plugged, it is a 15” culvert.  The 
Engineer said a couple inches of debris can make a difference in flow.  The design was 
to have the water flow into culvert C, then to culvert A.  The City Administrator 
explained that these are private drainage ditches.   
 
The consensus was to coordinate a meeting with the surrounding neighbors, the 
Engineer, PW Superintendent and Rice Creek Watershed District to work on a 
resolution.   
 

D. STAFF & CONSULTANT REPORTS 

11. ENGINEER REPORT 

Motion -176th Lane, 177th Lane - 178th Lane - Heidelberg Street, Bender Street - 184th Avenue 

– Damaggio Street Road Improvement Projects (Handout at Mtg.) 
Formal petitions were sent to the property owners on these streets.  A handout of the 

results of the petitions was distributed at this time.  The action is to decide if the 

project should proceed to Step 5 - Public Hearing.  There are several actions the 

council needs to take to proceed.  The council would receive the petitions and order 

preparation of the feasibility report for the public hearing(s).   

 

Motion PWE 01200 by Peterson to direct staff to schedule a Public Hearing for July 

23rd at 7:00 pm. for 177th Lane/178th Lane/Heidelberg Avenue and Bender Street/184th 

Avenue/Damaggio Street road improvement projects.  Second by Krebs.  Votes as 

follows:  Peterson - aye; Messina - aye; Duraine - aye; Krebs - aye; Povolny - aye.  

Motion Carries. 

 

Motion ADM 05000 PWE 01200 by Peterson to accept the road improvement petitions 

for 177th Lane/178th Lane/Heidelberg Avenue and Bender Street/184 th 

Avenue/Damaggio Street road improvement projects and approve Resolution 14-08 

Declaring Adequacy of Petition and Ordering Preparation of feasibility report by the 

Engineer.  Second by Krebs.  Votes as follows:  Peterson - aye; Messina - aye; Duraine - 

aye; Krebs - aye; Povolny - aye.  Motion Carries. 

 

A member from the audience asked to speak at this time, Mayor Povolny approved.   
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Pat Besh, 177th Lane   

Mrs. Besh said she doesn’t want to pay for the swing away mailbox post and the 

installation.  Mrs. Besh said the post office is planning lockboxes for mailboxes.   

 

There was discussion regarding the reasons for the cost which included removal of the 

old mailboxes, re-installation of the new mail box posts and how much of this work 

will still be required even if the new mailbox posts were not installed.  In addition the 

swing away posts allow for proper snowplowing by the public works staff.  The Post 

Office has standards for height, distance from the road, etc. that must be followed if 

home owners re-install their own mailbox posts.   

 

Motion PWE 01200 by Duraine to remove the swing away mailbox posts from the 

project.  Second by Krebs.   Votes as follows:  Peterson - nay; Messina - aye; Duraine - 

aye; Krebs - aye; Povolny - aye.  Motion Carries. 

 

The swing away box is standard for road improvement projects, the Engineer said the 

current mailbox and post has to be moved for the road paving whether or not the 

swing away style is re-installed.  The estimated cost at the neighborhood meeting 

included replacing the current post with a swing away and re-attaching the mailbox.  

The PW Superintendant explained that the city sells a kit for a swing away post.   

 

The consensus was the Engineer will remove the cost of the swing away mail box post 

only from his feasibility report.   

 

A letter will be sent to the residents instructing them on the following:  

 the contractor will remove the current mailbox and post and lay it down in the 

ditch,  

 the homeowner is responsible to re-install what was removed or  

o The property owner can purchase a replacement post  

o Or purchase a swing away mailbox privately or from the city.  

 The property owner is responsible for re-installing the mailbox post following 

the official Post Office guidelines.  A flyer will be included regarding the 

requirements by the post office.   

 

The PW Superintendent said they would provide the labor to install the swing away 

posts if the resident/property owner purchases the kit from the city.  The 

resident/property owner would be responsible to hang the mailbox and paper box on 

the post.    

 

The City Administrator said there was an attached letter in the agenda from a property 

owner stating that they didn’t think there was enough time allowed to return the road 

petitions.   

 

Date and time for public hearing 

The Engineer explained that at the next meeting the council will receive the feasibility 

report and call the public hearing by resolution.  This could be done at the July 23rd 
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meeting.  

 

Motion PWE 01200 by Messina to call for the public hearing on July 23rd.  Second by 

Krebs. Votes as follows:  Peterson - aye; Messina - aye; Duraine - aye; Krebs - aye; 

Povolny - aye.  Motion Carries. 

 

Motion PWE 01200 by Peterson to direct staff to begin the process with the financial 

consultant to obtain private placement funds for the construction of 177th Lane/178th 

Lane/Heidelberg Avenue and Bender Street/184 th Avenue/Damaggio Street bituminous 

road improvement projects.  Second by Krebs.  Votes as follows:  Peterson - aye; 

Messina - aye; Duraine - aye; Krebs - aye; Povolny - aye.  Motion Carries. 

 

A question was asked about early payoff of the borrowed funds for these projects, the 

City Administrator explained that if the city can pay off early without penalty it does.  

 

Update/Direction - John Brown Property 

RCWD has become involved.  The Engineer spoke with RCWD Engineer and they 

will look into the following:  

1.  Review the Mastel trucking services file to confirm the permit was followed. 

2. Define the drainage area that is on the property line of Mr. Brown’s property  as 

this involves more than 2 properties.  

 

RCWD would like the City Administrator and Engineer to participate in these 

meetings.  The consensus was to direct staff to attend the meeting(s).   

 

Update – Broadway/KRB Roundabout (Page A3) 

A Public Open House was held last night at the City Hall for the proposed roundabout 

at KRB and Broadway Avenue.  A Cost-sharing Agreement was included in the 

agenda outlining the County and City Share for the roundabout.  No action is required 

tonight.  There were about 30 people who attended.  The City’s share for the project 

could be in the range of $100,000 minus federal funds obtained which may reduce the 

city’s share to around $60,000.   There was discussion regarding not only upfront 

costs but ongoing maintenance costs the city would incur (i.e. lights) and the need for 

some of the items listed which didn’t seem to fit a rural setting (curb/sidewalk, etc.) .   

The City Administrator asked the council for input regarding their support or lack of 

support for the project as the city has to sign off before the project can move forward.   

The following comments were made by the council 

 This project involves 2 county roads coming together, no city roads.   

 What is the design - a single or double or modified double roundabout?   

 The council does not support the cost share on a county to county road in a 

rural setting.   

 There are no sidewalks in the area.   

 There are no trails to connect to.   

 The council expects to pay something but not everything outlined on the 

summary.   
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12. ATTORNEY REPORT 

Motion – Resolution Vacate Drainage & Utility Easement Columbus Wilds Plat 

(Page A4) 

A resolution was included in the agenda packet to set a public hear ing on the 

vacation of all drainage and utility easements over out lots A and B, of the 

Columbus Wilds Plat (Mr. Dan Hair).  The action is approval of the resolution.   

 

Motion ADM 05000 by Peterson to approve Resolution 14-09 set a public hearing 

on the vacation of all drainage and utility easements over out lots A and B, of the 

Columbus Wilds Plat.  Second by Krebs.  Votes as follows:  Peterson - aye; 

Messina - abstain; Duraine - aye; Krebs - aye; Povolny - aye.  Motion Carries. 

 

This hearing will be held on the July 23 rd meeting.  

 

13.  MAYOR & CITY COUNCIL MEMBER'S REPORT 

 

Council Member Peterson 

Fall Fest  

A meeting was held today, the next meeting is August.  The flyer content is 

completed.  A video of last year’s event was viewed.  

 

Park Board Report 

The Park Board met on the 19th.  The first session of the YMCA play days was 

cancelled due to low enrollment.  Replacements for the poles was discussed no 

decision has been made.  The parking lot extension is on hold at this time.  The Park 

Board decided that the only items to be kept in the ball field boxes is one set of bases, 

everything else will be brought in.  Pickle ball was discussed for the tennis court.  The 

Park Board would like to reduce its membership to 5 as they have had 2 vacancies that 

have gone unfilled and there is concern about having a quorum for meetings.    

 

Motion ADM 01100 by Peterson to reduce the Park Board to 5 members.  Second by 

Krebs.  Votes as follows:  Peterson - aye; Messina - nay; Duraine - aye; Krebs - aye; 

Povolny - aye.  Motion Carries. 

 

The 2015 budget was discussed, a 2 year quote for park mowing and maintenance was 

discussed.  

 

Council Member Messina 

Council Member Messina expressed concern that the city council agrees to reducing 

the number of boards, the things that are being downsized directly affect the residents, 

while other areas are being funded.  The Tree Board and Arbor Day were both cut.   

 

Council Member Messina said he abstained from previous votes because he didn’t 

think he had enough information to make a decision.  

 

Council Member Duraine  



 

June 25, 2014 

City of Columbus 
City Council 

10 of 12 

Forest Lake Cable Commission  

The Forest Lake cable commission met last week.  Midcontinent was at the 

meeting and talked about upgrades.   A contract was approved for the media 

playback system.  

 

City of Wyoming/Forest Lake Contracting  

Council Member Duraine talked to Linda Yeager, a council member for the City 

of Wyoming about using 250 t h  for Forest  Lake Contracting hauling .  Council  

Member Duraine asked the other Council  members if he could go to the City of 

Wyoming with information from the Engineer  to address this question.  It  was 

noted that  the entire council can attend if they wish, the council supported this 

suggestion.   

 

Council Member Krebs  

Council Member Krebs asked if the Sheriff will come to talk to the council  

about the law enforcement contract .   

 

The Planning Commission came up with a good plan for more flexible 

development  options and he would like to see quick movement on this.   

 

Mayor Dave Povolny 

No report.   

 

14.  Deputy Clerk Report 

No report.  

 

15.  City Administrator's Report 

Personnel Committee Report 

The personnel committee has been meeting to discuss a retirement that will be 

occurring this year.  Some of the discussion deals with a 90 day transition period.  

There will be internal postings and a position will be replaced if there is an opening.  

Job descriptions, hiring will come before the council  for approval.  

 

Response - Suggestion Box - Oak Wilt (Page 54) 

A suggestion was received in the suggestion box regarding oak wilt and the lack of 

regulations to control the spread of the disease.  The suggestion is requesting the 

council consider re-instating the ordinance to control oak wilt.  

 

Budget season is upcoming soon.  Staff would like to have a meeting earlier to 

discuss items.  The consensus was to hold meetings as last year.  

 

FYI – Forest Lake Contracting (FLC) Hauling Record (Page A5) 

A haul summary report was included in the agenda packet which indicated 4 days of 

hauling beginning on June 16th, 2014 and ending on June 20 th 2014.  The 

performance agreement requires a weekly report.  The City Administrator said she 

and the PW Superintendent have been talking to FLC almost daily.  The City 
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Administrator explained that the column of the report showing the number of trucks 

is the actual count of trucks not trips, each truck would make 2 trips.  (For example, 

on June 17, 2014, 100 trucks was listed, this would equate to 200 trips).   

 

The City Administrator said hauling started last week and continues this week.  Staff 

has been talking to residents who have been calling in with questions and complaints.  

The City Administrator emphasized that there is no inspections at the site, for in 

coming materials or number of trucks, etc.  Unless the council appoints someone who 

knows how to measure the amount of material removed, the city is relying on FLC to 

provide the numbers.  When calls come in to check of complaints, the PW 

Superintendent (PWS) goes out to check on dust conditions, but there is nothing 

being done to count trucks and other issues that have come up.   

 

Mayor Povolny agreed that inspections should be done pro-activley and not it go for 

a couple years.  Council Member Duraine said he thought quarterly would be good 

but was concerned about the cost.  The Engineer acknowledged that he could perform 

the inspections.  The Engineer said that yesterday before the meeting on the 

roundabout with the county, the PWS and Engineer drove over the blacktop roads 

being used (181st and Notre Dame), walked and came up with a base line 

measurement, there seems to be some damage.  There is a video and narrative that 

was shot last year before hauling began, so the condition of the road prior to hauling 

is documented. 

 

Motion PLZ 01200 by Messina to direct the Engineer to conduct 3 inspections of the 

Forest Lake Contracting/John’s Black Dirt mining operation during the hauling 

season.  Second Krebs.  Votes as follows:  Peterson - aye; Messina - aye; Duraine - aye; 

Krebs - aye; Povolny - aye.  Motion Carries. 

 

Council Member Krebs said one inspection should be at the end of each hauling 

season.  Council Member Duraine asked about checking the agreement to see if there 

is a cost share for this type of activity.   

Council Member Messina added that the goal of permitting this was to see that the 

mitigation id done.  There are no checks and balances at this time, the city is taking 

whatever FLC submits without a means for verification and he asked how to verify 

the trips, and he suggested putting a camera up that would track the activity.   

 

A question was asked if this (the inspections) could be cost shared with Forest Lake 

Contracting.   

 

Council Member Duraine asked if this could be posted to the website (the haul 

summary)?   

 

Information can be posted, however the concern is whatever will be posted could 

change at any time due to weather, the job requirements, etc.   

 

Direction was given to post information to the website to include days hauled, trips.  
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Mayor Povolny summarized the follow up questions for the City Administrator to 

Bob Vollhaber, Forest Lake Contracting:  

 Where the stock piles are. 

 Possibility of adding the white noise backup alarms to the equipment on site.   

 

Treasurer's Report   

Receipts:  $29,948.84  

Disburse:  $35,562.72  

Balance:  $1,491,104.58 

 

E. ANNOUNCEMENTS & REMINDERS 
Planning Commission Meeting 07/02/2014 Cancelled 

 Calendar of Meeting (Page 55) 
 

F. ADJOURNMENT 
 

Motion by Krebs to adjourn. Second by Messina.  

 

Meeting adjourned at 9:07 p.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted: 

 

 

 

Emilia S. Robinson  

 

Deputy City Clerk 

 

 


